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Chapter 1


Air Raid


It was eight o’clock.The familiar wail of the air-raid 


siren filled the air.


“Not again.This is the second night in a row,”


 


said Mum.“Perhaps I should have taken Thomas 


 


and Jenny straight home after school.”


“Don’tworry,”said Auntie Irene.“Donald’s built 


 


a shelter in the back garden.He’sworking tonight,


 


so there’ll be plenty of room.”


“I’drather go home,”said Jenny.


Mum shook her head.“No!” she replied.“Wedon’t


havetime,and the public shelters will be crowded.”
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There wasn’t much room in the Anderson shelter 


but it was better than being squeezed into a public 


one.It was also better than being outside like


 


Uncle Donald,putting out fires


.


 


It wasn’tlong beforethey heardthe boom and thud 


of the anti-aircraft guns.Mum had been right,


 


they wouldn’thave had time to get anywhereelse.


Then came the heavy drone ofaeroplaneengines,


followedby the whistle of falling bombs.
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The newspapers were calling it the Blitz,


 


the German word for lightning,and Thomas could 


understand why… the flashes were blinding,


 


the explosions were deafening and the ground 


shook around them.


Even with soil piled on top, the metal walls 


of the shelter didn’tkeep out much noise.


 


It was terrifying.The German air force 


 


were aiming to bomb Plymouth’s dockyards 


 


miles away,but nowherewas safe.


There was nothing to do now but wait.


 


Topass the time,Thomas and Jenny played


 


marbles.Thomas didn’tremember falling asleep, 


 


but he must have done.
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