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the eggy custard tart pastel de nata
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Porto and the Douro River.





Tucked away in the far corner of the Iberian Peninsula, caressed by sunlight and ocean breezes, Portugal packs the best of Europe into one small package. The country’s size belies its historic significance as the birthplace of the Age of Discoveries and center of the first global empire. As the centuries have passed, it has also been one of Europe’s poorest countries, but its revitalized economy proves that the nation’s industrious and resilient spirit remains intact.


Today, much of the country’s allure is rooted in its old-world romanticism and laid-back ways of life, which seem untouched by the hands of time. Life stops for lunch, there’s always time for a café, and soccer is on a par with religion. Portugal effortlessly strikes a fine balance between quaint and contemporary. Bougainvillea-framed cobblestoned streets hide chic guest houses, modern art galleries, and award-winning eateries. Lisbon’s modern high-rises and high culture are not far from simple, white-washed hamlets. Porto’s weathered, hard-working soul feels a world away from the lush vineyards of the Douro Valley. The resorts of the azure Algarve coast give way to the rustic isolation of the rolling Alentejo farmland. All hold their own importance in the intriguing patchwork quilt that is Portugal.
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azulejo tile
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the Glória Funicular in Lisbon
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boats in Carvoeiro





Here you can do as much or as little as your heart desires. Trek along majestic mountain ranges or spend a lazy day tasting port wines. Explore fairy-tale castles or relax on golden sands. A visit to Portugal is a bit like its cuisine, as characterized by the humble grilled sardine: unfussy and surprisingly packed with flavor.
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levada trail on Madeira
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grilled sardines.
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Livraria Lello, the famous bookshop in Porto









10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Lisbon: Home to soulful fado music and vivid nightlife, Portugal’s capital seamlessly blends historic charm with contemporary cool (click here).
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2 Magical Sintra: A short trip from Lisbon, this magical town is crowned by the fairy-tale Pena Palace (click here).
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3 Authentic Cuisine: From grilled sardines and chicken piripiri to port wine, Portugal’s cuisine is fresh, flavorful, and unassuming (click here).
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4 Wine Tasting in the Douro Valley: Up-and-coming yet down-to-earth Porto is the gateway to the breathtaking Douro Valley, which can be explored by river cruise, car, or train (click here and click here).
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5 Ancient Évora: The past is present in this Alentejo city, with Roman temple ruins and the chilling Chapel of Bones as highlights (click here).
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6 Fado Music: Take in a performance of Portugal’s mournful folk music in the fado houses of Lisbon’s Alfama and Bairro Alto neighborhoods (click here and click here) and the alleyways and atmospheric venues of Coimbra (click here).
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7 Beaches: Portugal has some of Europe’s finest beaches, ranging from the grotto-etched Algarve coast and the Alentejo’s endless stretches of sand to Lisbon’s cosmopolitan Estoril coastline and beyond (click here).








[image: image]



8 Island Getaways: Portugal’s two stunning archipelagoes—sunny Madeira and the verdant volcanic Azores—are slices of paradise (click here).
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9 Lost-in-time Villages: Time stands still in the Algarve’s fishing villages (such as Ferragudo, click here), the Alentejo’s rustic hamlets (like Monsaraz, click here), and the schist villages near Coimbra (pictured, click here).
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10 Experience the Landscape: Kayak in the Algarve’s bird-rich Ria Formosa Natural Park (click here and click here), hike in the mountainous Peneda-Gerês National Park (pictured, click here), or take a dip in the Azores’ hot volcanic springs (click here).






Planning Your Trip



Where to Go


Lisbon


Located at the mouth of the Tagus River, Portugal’s buzzing, cosmopolitan capital was once the launch pad of the Age of Discoveries. Home to fado music and a vivid nightlife scene, the “City of Seven Hills” oozes charm and cool in equal measures. With tile-clad façades and red-brick roofs that tumble toward the Tagus, its historic neighborhoods beckon to be explored. The stunning Setúbal Peninsula, where the iconic statue of Christ the King stands with arms outstretched, is a short hop across the river. Less than an hour away are the fairy-tale town of Sintra and the chic coastal enclaves of Estoril and Cascais.
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Lisbon





The Algarve


The Algarve is Portugal’s number one spot for sun-drenched holidays. Buzzing in summer and beautiful in winter, this year-round destination has stunning stretches of golden sand, crystalline coves, and heady nightlife. Golfers and road trippers flock to the Algarve in winter and spring, when almond trees flourish with snowy white petals.


The Alentejo


Life in all of Portugal is laid-back, but nowhere more so than in the rolling plains of the Alentejo, where the rhythm is dictated by the slumbered sway of farm animals. Famous for its wine as well as its marble, this underrated area offers rural escapes, charming hamlets, and some of the warmest weather in the country, all under one big, blue sky. Its largest city, Évora, is home to its most distinctive monuments: the Gothic Évora Cathedral, the skeleton-packed Chapel of Bones, and the Roman Temple of Évora.
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Coimbra and Central Portugal


A visit to Central Portugal can feel like a journey into the past. The region captivates with its ethereal schist villages, medieval monuments, and the Catholic pilgrimage site at Fátima. Yet Central Portugal is also about the future, boasting the largest university city in the country, Coimbra. Serra da Estrela Natural Park is Portugal’s only skiing destination, while the town of Nazaré is one of the world’s top spots for big-wave surfing.


Porto and the North


With a cooler, grayer climate, Northern Portugal also has a lusher landscape. It’s famous for producing Portugal’s most celebrated tipple: port. Cruises along the Douro River and through the wine-making Douro Valley are the number one pull, while cultural attractions, particularly in the up-and-coming city of Porto, are also popular. Farther north are Guimarães, the “cradle of the nation”; medieval Bragança; and lively fishing port Viana do Castelo.


Madeira and the Azores


These two archipelagoes are the jewels in Portugal’s crown. While Madeira has long been a favorite for Europeans seeking an offbeat nature destination, the volcanic Azores are one of Europe’s last, best-kept secrets. These unspoiled slices of paradise can be reached within two hours on domestic flights from the mainland.


Know Before You Go


When to Go


May-September offers the best beach weather. June-August constitutes the peak of high season, when Portugal (especially the Algarve) is at its busiest—and priciest. Most of the country’s major events are held summer.


Rural inland areas such as the Alentejo and Central Portugal can be sweltering (more than 40ºC) in summer, and are much more enjoyable in spring or autumn.


Spring, autumn, and winter are mild and mostly sunny, although Portugal does have rainy months, December being the wettest. Northern Portugal is generally cooler and grayer than the rest of the country and is less affected by seasonality. Lisbon and Northern Portugal are year-round destinations.


Getting to Portugal


Traveling to Portugal from anywhere within Europe is quick and easy—and even better, cheap, thanks to the growing number of low-cost airlines. Portugal is also served by regular direct flights from North and South America, the Middle East, Africa, and Asia.


The three main airports on the mainland are Lisbon, Porto in the north, and Faro in the south. Most flights from outside the European Union are to Lisbon. Porto also has regular direct flights from outside the EU, although far fewer than Lisbon. Faro has almost exclusively European flights.
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the lighthouse at Cabo da Roca, mainland Europe’s westernmost point





Portugal’s archipelagoes, Madeira and the Azores, are within a two-hour flight from the mainland, with direct flights from Lisbon and Porto. In addition, there are direct flights to Madeira from European destinations outside Portugal, including London, Amsterdam, and Paris. There are also direct flights to the Azores from Europe as well as the United States (Boston and Newark) and Canada (Toronto and Montreal).


Bus and train services connect Portugal with Spain, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. Driving to Portugal from within Europe is also possible thanks to a good international road network and the EU open-borders policy.


Getting Around Portugal


Thanks to its compact size and a good road network, Portugal is easily traveled by car. Hiring a car also provides greater flexibility for exploring off the beaten track. But an efficient bus and train network also connects most major towns and cities. Train travel can often be more scenic and cheaper than bus, but train stations can sometimes be located far outside the town centers. Bus travel is almost always quicker than train.


Visas and Officialdom


All travelers entering Portugal are required to have a valid ID.


European Union nationals traveling within EU or Schengen states do not require a visa for entering Portugal for any length of stay. They do require a valid passport or official ID card. European citizens traveling between Schengen countries are not required to present an identity document or passport at border crossings, as an open-borders policy is in effect. However, it is recommended that travelers have ID documents with them, as they may be requested at any time by the authorities.


Citizens of the United Kingdom and Ireland must produce a passport to enter Portugal, valid for the duration of the proposed stay, and can stay for up to three months.


People from non-EU countries always require a passport, valid for at least six months; some may require a visa. Australian, Canadian, and U.S. travelers require a valid passport but do not need a visa for stays of up to 90 days in any six-month period. While it is not obligatory to have an onward or return ticket, it is advisable.


South African nationals need to apply for a Portugal-Schengen visa. This should be done three months before travel. Applicants must have a South African passport valid for six months beyond date of return with at least three blank pages.



Explore Portugal



The Best of Portugal


Not so long ago, Portugal was seen predominantly as a beach and golf destination, with the Algarve taking center stage for tourists. However, after carefully honing its assets, it has carved out several appealing niches that add to its appeal as a holiday destination boasting wine, nature, and adventure tourism. Both Lisbon and Porto have also achieved an enviable status as two of Europe’s most up-and-coming getaway cities. Here are some ideas for building your itinerary.


Lisbon, Sintra, and Évora


DAYS 1-2: LISBON


Start your exploration of the city at the bustling riverfront Comércio Square (Praça do Comércio). From here, you can catch the famed yellow tram 28, which trundles through Lisbon’s most historic neighborhoods. (The closest stop is a couple of blocks from the square on Rua da Conceição Street.) A 24-hour pass allows you to jump on and off the tram to explore at leisure; it also includes trips on the Santa Justa Elevator and Glória Funicular. Worthwhile stops along the way include the Lisbon Cathedral and the Portas do Sol viewpoint, which has a café where you can enjoy lunch with a view. In the afternoon, choose between a climb to the São Jorge Castle, for still more amazing views, or head to the elegant Estrela Basilica and Gardens. Then spend the evening in the atmospheric Alfama neighborhood for dinner and a fado show (make your reservation well in advance).
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tram 28 in Lisbon





The next day, get an early start for sightseeing in Belém, a short trip west of the city center (from Comércio Square, catch Tram 15). Admire the city’s most iconic monuments—the sprawling Jerónimos Monastery, riverside Belém Tower, and the Monument to the Discoveries. Stop for lunch and indulge in a pastel de nata custard tart at the famous Pastéis de Belém bakery for dessert. Return to Lisbon for a little rest at your accommodation before heading out again for a sunset cocktail at a rooftop bar, such as the one at Hotel Mundial. Then make your way to the bohemian Bairro Alto to enjoy dinner and hit some nightspots.


DAY 3: SINTRA


Head out to Sintra as early as possible to beat the commuter rush-hour traffic. It’s a 30-minute drive via the A16 motorway, but parking is a challenge; taking the train may be the best option (40 minutes). Sintra’s historic center is a pleasant stroll (1.5 km/0.9 mile) from the railway station. The 434 tourist bus runs circular loops between the station and Sintra’s main sights, including out-of-town attractions like Pena Palace; investing in a day pass allows you to hop on and off.


Explore the National Palace in the morning, then enjoy lunch at one of Sintra’s many quaint eateries. In the afternoon, make your way to the whimsical Pena Palace. Opposite Pena Palace, the ancient Moorish Castle is also worth a look before heading back to Lisbon. With more time, squeeze in a visit to the spooky Gothic Regaleira Estate, a five-minute walk from Sintra’s center.
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Sintra’s Moorish Castle wall, with Pena Palace in the distance





DAY 4: ÉVORA


Historic Évora lies in the heart of the rustic Alentejo, about a 1.5-hour drive east from Lisbon via the A6 motorway. Direct train and bus services run regularly from Lisbon (both also take 1.5 hours). Évora’s charming walled city center is best enjoyed at a leisurely pace. Take in the grand Évora Cathedral with its splendid rooftop views, the regal columns of the well-preserved Roman Temple of Évora, and the morbidly fascinating Chapel of Bones.


After lunching on local delicacies like cured meats and regional cheeses, explore one of the upper Alentejo’s wine farms. Located a 30-minute walk (5-minute drive) north of Évora’s city center, the Cartuxa Estate is one of the most revered names among Alentejo wines. The century-old organic vineyard offers guided tours and tastings. For an unforgettable overview of the vast rolling plains of the vine-meshed Alentejo, book a sunset hot-air balloon ride.


Despite its sleepy feel, Évora has a youthful buzz, thanks to the local university population, which means there are a good selection of hip eateries and cool bars to try out before you turn in for the night.


Southern Loop: Sun and Sand


DAY 5: TAVIRA


Head to the eastern Algarve to enjoy its long, golden beaches and warm, shallow waters.


A 2.5-hour drive from Évora via the IP2, Tavira oozes authenticity. Park the car and explore the quaint cobbled streets that flank the Gilão River. Admire the old Roman Bridge, and enjoy lunch at an alfresco café. Be sure to check out the weird and wonderful camera obscura at Tavira Tower observatory.
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quiet street in the old town of Tavira





In the afternoon, jump on a ferry boat to Tavira Island. Set in the beautiful Ria Formosa lagoon, this barrier-island serves as Tavira’s main beach. Relax on the shimmering sand bar and take a dip in the crystalline water.


In the evening, make the short trip east to Vila Real de Santo António (a 30-minute drive on the A22), to enjoy dinner at one of the many tavern-like seafood restaurants hidden among the backstreets. Take a moonlit amble along the waterfront, gazing over the Guadiana river toward Spain twinkling in the distance, before heading back to Tavira.


DAYS 6-7: FARO AND CARVOEIRO


Head west to Faro, about a 35-minute drive from Tavira via the A22. There are also frequent trains (40 minutes) between the two. Spend the morning exploring the beautiful walled Old Town. Wander the riverside and climb to the rooftop of the 13th-century cathedral for magnificent views.


Make a side trip to the fortified city of Silves to admire its wonderful hilltop castle (a 45-minute drive west from Faro via the A22). Then continue on toward Carvoeiro via Lagoa, a 20-minute drive south from Silves via the N124-1. (If traveling by public transport, skip Silves and take a 1.5-hour bus ride to Lagoa. Carvoeiro is a short bus or taxi ride from Lagoa’s main bus terminal.) Settle in at the charming fishing village of Carvoeiro for the night. Choose from the colorful selection of bars and restaurants for dinner and a cocktail (or two) before turning in.




King of the Royal Roads


If you enjoy driving, have a keen sense of adventure, and want to get off the tourist track, the legendary EN2 road is for you. It stretches 740 kilometers (460 miles) straight down the middle of the country, from Chaves in the north to Faro in the south. Along the way, it passes through rich, unspoiled landscapes and offers access to unexplored hamlets, spa towns, and places of cultural and historic interest. It has a mystique comparable to Route 66 in the United States.
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stone marker indicating the beginning and end of the EN2 road





Segments of this route were Roman roads that crossed through what used to be Lusitania, the ancient name given to Western Iberia during Roman occupation. Successive interventions saw the main parts of the EN2 improved and connected and later used as the Royal Road, a network maintained by the Portuguese crown. Many of Portugal’s Royal Roads were later designated National Roads, or EN roads. The EN2 is the king of them all.


Would-be road trippers should fly into Porto and rent a car to start their journeys. Chaves is about 1.75 hours northeast of Porto, midway along the country’s northern border with Spain. Drive south, planning for stops at the northern city of Vila Real, as well as Peso da Régua and Lamego in the Douro Valley. Continuing south, you will pass close to Coimbra and Évora before reaching the end of the road at Faro in the Algarve.


It takes a good 3-4 days to complete the full route, but allow more time to slowly savor the lesser-known flavors of Portugal’s diverse landscape, stopping overnight in one of the many rural idylls along the way.


Plans are in place to upgrade Europe’s third longest road and transform it into an official tourist route. Until then, this epic road trip remains one of Portugal’s best-kept secrets.





The next morning, take a grotto trip from Carvoeiro Beach to see the amazing sea caves along the coast. After lunch, hit the sand at Marinha Beach, one of the most famous and beautiful in the country. Once you’ve fulfilled your beach quota, clean up for dinner, where you’ll toast to your last night in the Algarve.


DAY 8: MONCHIQUE AND NORTH TO LISBON


If you’re driving, pass through the Monchique mountain range before heading back to Lisbon. Spend the morning enjoying the winding climb through eucalyptus-laden hills. From Carvoeiro, follow the M1272 toward Lagoa, then join the A22 in Lagoa, heading west to the Portimão/Monchique turnoff. From there, follow the N124 and N266 up to Monchique town. It’s about a 40-minute drive (37 km/23 mi).




TOP EXPERIENCE


Explore Portuguese Cuisine


Portugal is known for fine wines and liqueurs, the freshest seafood, and a gastronomy that comes from the heart and the land. Here are some of the country’s iconic dishes and where to try them.


• Pastel de nata: Also known as pastel de Belém, after the Lisbon neighborhood in which it originated, this eggy custard tart still follows the original recipe. It’s Portugal’s most famous sweet.
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pastel de nata





• Chicken piripiri: The Algarve town of Guia is the capital of this spicy, charcoal-grilled chicken dish, made with piripiri hot sauce.


• Grilled sardines: Any waterfront restaurant serves grilled sardines. They’re simple finger food, served with a slice of rustic bread. Portimão has a trademark row of riverside sardine restaurants and hosts a festival in August dedicated to the treasured fish.


• Cozido á Portuguesa: Every region has its own interpretation of this meat-and-vegetable stew. The Azores’ version is slow-cooked underground in the natural volcanic heat of São Miguel Island.


• Port wine: This traditional fortified wine is produced solely in the Douro Valley. Traditionally sweet and red in color, it’s generally served as a dessert wine. Across the Douro River from Porto, Vila Nova de Gaia’s legendary port wine cellars date back centuries.


• Ginja de Óbidos: This strong cherry liqueur (also known as ginjinha) is served in shops in the medieval village of Óbidos, usually in a chocolate cup.


• Madeira wine: This robust fortified wine is produced exclusively on the Madeira Islands, with a history dating back to the Age of Discoveries at the end of the 15th century. Ranging from dry to sweet, Madeira wine is consumed as an aperitif or dessert accompaniment.





Just before Monchique town, stop off at the fairy-tale Caldas de Monchique springs and spa village for an invigorating walk. Continue up to Monchique town and stop for a bite to eat. Sample local delicacies like cured ham and cheese platters and smoked sausage, and buy a bottle of firewater and save it for later. Then continue your climb up to Fóia Peak, the highest point in the Algarve, for breathtaking views of the scenic coastline. The drive from Monchique town to Fóia takes around 10 minutes (4.5 km/2.8 mi), climbing the N266-3.


Make your way back to Lisbon, a 2.75-hour drive north via the A2. If you’re using public transit, head straight from Carvoeiro to Lisbon via Lagoa, a 3-hour bus ride.


Heading North: History and Wine


DAY 9: ÓBIDOS, TOMAR, AND FÁTIMA


Get up early and head to enchanting Óbidos, a short drive (1 hour via the A8) north of Lisbon. Allow a couple of hours to stroll the castle walls and soak up the medieval feel.


Head northeast to the Templar city of Tomar (1-hour drive via the A15). Allow yourself a few hours in Tomar to explore the magnificent Convent of Christ complex as well as visit the Tomar Synagogue and wander the tree-lined riverside.


From Tomar, head to Fátima (35-minute drive west via the IC9 road), where you’ll spend the night. The ethereal holy site is particularly pretty in the evening, when the candles dance in the dusk. While the main plaza central to the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Fátima is open to the public 24/7, the churches close at around 6:30pm. If you arrive in the late evening and want to see inside the shrine’s buildings, make the most of the next morning to explore them.


If you’re on public transport, skip Óbidos and head to Tomar (2-hour bus or train from Lisbon) and Fátima (40-minute bus from Tomar).


DAY 10: COIMBRA


Head north to Coimbra (1-hour drive via the A1). CP regional trains (1.25 hours) run almost hourly between Fátima and Coimbra, and there are at least three daily buses (1 hour).


Take the unusual Elevador do Mercado funicular to uptown. Tour the famed university campus, including the opulent 18th century Joanina Library. Then make your way through the cobbled streets down to the riverside, stopping at the striking Old Cathedral. Have lunch at atmospheric Café Santa Cruz. Walk across the bridge over the Mondego River and visit one of the city’s quirkiest attractions, the miniature village of Little Portugal. Then head south of Coimbra to the Roman ruins at Conímbriga (a 20-minute drive or a 40-minute bus ride) to see its elaborate floor mosaics. Head back to Coimbra for dinner at one of the city’s trendy eateries. Round your day off at a fado bar.


DAY 11: PORTO


Head north to Porto by car (1.5-hour drive via the A1), train (1-2 hours), or bus (1.5 hours).
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the riverfront promenade in Porto





The azulejo tile-clad São Bento railway station, the spindly Clérigos Tower, the amazing Livraria Lello bookshop, and the opulent Stock Exchange Palace are must-sees, all within walking distance of one another, as is the glorious riverfront, lined with rainbow-colored buildings. Stop at a riverside restaurant for lunch.


After lunch, stroll across the Dom Luís I bridge to Vila Nova de Gaia and visit one of the famous port wine cellars for a tour and a tasting. Round the day off with a cable car ride up the hill. At the top, walk to the Monastery of Serra do Pilar and its viewpoint before heading to the peaceful Morro Gardens, which has more lovely views of Porto.


Walk back across the bridge to Porto for dinner and stop for a drink at one of the local nightspots.


DAY 12: DOURO VALLEY


Take a daylong river cruise to see the enchanting Douro Valley. (One leg of the trip, either upriver or downriver, is often by train.) Choose a trip that incorporates a visit to a wine farm or at least allows time to explore one of the riverside towns such as lovely Peso da Régua, where the Douro Museum offers an introduction to the valley’s history and traditions.


Alternatively, jump on a CP train from Porto to Régua. This journey takes around two hours one-way, but it lets you explore the town at leisure. And while not quite as glamorous as a cruise, independent train travel is much cheaper. Often the trains skirt right alongside the Douro River, so the scenery is just as good.


DAY 13: DEPARTING FROM PORTO


Return to Porto and make your way back home. The city’s international airport offers connections throughout Europe as well as direct flights to the United States, Canada, South America, and Africa.


Wine Country Getaway


The captivating Douro Valley is one of the most beautiful and ancient wine-producing regions on the planet. The breathtaking scenery, with lacy vine terraces carved into steep riverbanks, changes with every bend of the river. In spring (April-May), it is a kaleidoscope of vivid floral hues, while in autumn (Sept-Oct), the valley is ablaze with russet tones of red and gold.
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terraced hills covered in vines in the Douro Valley





You can explore the valley by car, by train, or by boat. All-inclusive cruises, departing from Porto or Vila Nova de Gaia, range 2-8 days (for more information, see click here). If you’d like to enjoy a ride on the Douro Historic Steam Train, time your trip so that you’re here on a weekend between June and October.


Day 1


PORTO AND VILA NOVA DE GAIA


Your getaway begins in up-and-coming Porto; for suggestions on how to spend your time in the city, see click here and click here. Just across the Dom Luís I bridge from Porto, Vila Nova de Gaia, serves as the gateway to wine country. Its port wine cellars offer regular organized tours throughout the day. The cellars right on the riverfront might be busiest, but all provide excellent opportunities to delve into the history of port-making and sample the product, and are similarly priced.


After your tour, take a stroll along the riverfront, where traditional rabelo boats bob on the water. Enjoy lunch at a riverside restaurant. After lunch, jump on the cable car that runs from the riverside up the hill. The panoramic views of Porto from this flying gondola are amazing. At the top of the hill, walk to the grand Monastery of Serra do Pilar, before heading to the Morro Gardens, a green oasis with lovely views, particularly magical at sunset.


If you’re not traveling on a budget, spend the night at the landmark Yeatman Hotel in Vila Nova de Gaia. Otherwise, head back down in the cable car and across the bridge to one of Porto’s myriad hotels.


Day 2


AMARANTE AND PESO DA RÉGUA


Today’s destination is Peso da Régua (commonly called Régua), the Douro’s largest riverside town, which makes a great base for exploring the valley. It’s roughly a 1.5-hour drive east from Porto. Trains run regularly between Porto and Régua (2 hours), and most Douro cruises stop here.


If you’re driving, stop off first in Amarante, a town on the Tâmega River (a 45-minute drive east from Porto via the A4). Storybook buildings line the river, their wrought-iron balconies overhanging the tree-fringed waters below. Spend an hour walking around the town and enjoy lunch before heading on to Régua.


From Amarante, Peso da Régua is a 40-minute drive southeast via the A24 and A4. Ensconced by frilly vine terraces, Régua was a shipping crossroads, pivotal to the development of Portugal’s port industry. Spend an hour at the Douro Museum to learn about the region’s winemaking history and culture. Then take a five-minute taxi to Quinta do Vallado, a 300-year-old wine farm, for a tour and tasting. Quinta do Vallado has a restaurant and hotel, so you can have dinner here and spend the night. Otherwise, head back to Régua.


Day 3


WINE FARM AND STEAM TRAIN EXCURSION


In the morning, head to the stunning 400-year-old Quinta do Crasto estate, a 50-minute drive east from Régua, for a tour and tasting on the ledge of a vine terrace. There are five trains a day that make the 15-minute journey between Régua and the Ferrão station, the closest to Quinta do Crasto (it’s a 45-minute walk, or you can arrange a ride with the Quinta). Have lunch at the wine farm and head back to Régua.


In the afternoon, enjoy a ride on the Douro Historic Steam Train, which runs between Régua and the village of Tua on weekend afternoons June-October (3 hours round-trip). Folk dancers and singers provide on-board entertainment as the train chugs through the valley. The open windows give passengers privileged views of the incredible landscape.


Spend the night in Régua.


Day 4


LAMEGO


Across the Douro River from Peso da Régua is petite and polished Lamego (a 20-minute drive on the A24, or a 20-minute bus that runs twice daily).


Spend the morning sightseeing, visiting medieval sights in the compact city center, such as the 12th-century Lamego Cathedral in the town’s historic center and the handsome hilltop Lamego Castle. Pick up local delicacies for a picnic in the gardens surrounding the monumental 18th-century Our Lady of Remedies Sanctuary—if you don’t fancy climbing the epic 686-step stone staircase to the church, you can drive up.


In the afternoon, head to the beautiful 300-year-old wine farm Quinta da Pacheca, a 20-minute drive south of Lamego. Enjoy a tour and tasting before dinner at the excellent on-site restaurant. Spend the night in one of Quinta da Pacheca’s wine barrel-shaped cabins or head back to Régua for the night.


Day 5


PENAFIEL AND BACK TO PORTO


Take your time heading back to Porto via the A4. Just before reaching the town of Penafiel (50 minutes west of Régua), make a detour to the striking 19th-century Sameiro Sanctuary, perched on a high hilltop, for amazing panoramic views.


Carry on to charming Penafiel. After exploring the compact town center, make your way to Quinta da Aveleda, producer of fizzy and fruity green wine, for a tour and tasting (book in advance). The beautiful ivy-clad manor house is surrounded by romantic gardens, where peacocks roam freely. Enjoy lunch and head back to Porto (a 40-minute drive west, via the A4).


If you have more time…


If you want to spend an extra day or two in the Douro Valley, head to Vila Real, located just north of Lamego and Peso da Régua. It’s famous for the 18th-century Mateus Palace, one of the most splendid manor houses in Europe. It is also the valley’s largest city and hence has good public transport connections.


From Vila Real, you can make a day trip to the town of Vila Nova de Foz Côa for a guided tour of the Côa Valley Archaeological Park, one of the biggest collections of Ice Age rock-art engravings in the world. Another day-trip option is the quaint spa town of Chaves, which dates back to the Roman era.


The Algarve: East to West


Many travelers enter Portugal from neighboring Spain and experience the Algarve from east to west. The eastern Algarve, called the Sotavento, is quiet and unspoiled, largely untouched by mass tourism. The western Algarve, called the Barlavento, offers all the comforts tourism offers, including beachside resorts, while retaining plenty of character. Between them is the central Algarve, home to the region’s largest city, Faro.


Two major roads traverse the Algarve, running parallel to one another: the A22 motorway and the N125 national road. Deciding which to use boils down to season and distance. In summer, the N125 becomes heavily congested with holiday traffic. Traffic always flows freely on the A22 motorway, but tolls apply on all stretches, making the N125 more cost-effective for shorter distances.


Train and bus service in the Algarve is regular throughout the day. The CP Algarve train line connects most towns and cities, but not coastal villages. Train stations are often on the outskirts of town, a considerable taxi ride from the town center. Bigger cities have local bus service.


Eastern Algarve


DAY 1: VILA REAL DE SANTO ANTÓNIO AND TAVIRA


Take the scenic ferry across the Guadiana River from Spain to Vila Real de Santo António. It’s worth spending an hour exploring its pretty town center. After a 1755 earthquake, the town was rebuilt in a distinct Pombaline (Neoclassical) style. See the local lighthouse and walk the palm-tree-fringed riverside, where you can enjoy a coffee while gazing back at Spain. River cruises depart from the marina, ranging from nature-watching trips to party boats.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Top Beaches


Portugal is renowned for its dramatic sea cliffs, snug coves, and of course, sweeping stretches of golden sand.


• Guincho Beach (Cascais, near Lisbon): Head to this windswept beach, popular among surfers and windsurfers, to enjoy sweeping views of the ocean and plains.


• Marinha Beach (Carvoeiro, Algarve): Encased by sheer ocher cliffs, this beach has craggy rock formations that stretch out over the soft, golden sand to a calm, translucent sea. It’s one of the most beautiful beaches in the country.


• Dona Ana Beach (Lagos, Algarve): Surrounded by golden cliffs and fronting cool crystalline water, this romantic beach is postcard-perfect.
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Dona Ana Beach





• Franquia Beach (Vila Nova de Milfontes, Alentejo): With shallow waters that are warmer than others along the coast, this crescent-shaped swath of sand is a magnet for families.


• Nazaré Beach (Nazaré, Central Portugal): Fringed by a long seafront avenue, this huge half-moon of glimmering sand is one of the most famous places in the world for big-wave surfing.





Soak up the sun on one of Vila Real’s long golden beaches, or at the popular seaside resort of Monte Gordo. Then continue on to the tiny seafront hamlet of Cacela Velha (about a 15-minute drive along the N125), to snack on its famous oysters. End your day at Tavira (a 15-minute drive west on the N125) to enjoy the freshest seafood for dinner before bedding down for the night.


DAY 2: TAVIRA


After breakfast, set out on foot to explore the streets of Tavira. The city straddles the Gilão River, its two sides connected by the ancient Roman Bridge; the main sights are mostly on the western bank. Wander the old town and garden-flanked riverside. Check out the UFO-like camera obscura at Tavira Tower observatory, converted from an old water tower, and the remains of the medieval Tavira Castle. Stop for lunch; many of the local restaurants promote an array of unusual tuna dishes to honor Tavira’s past as a major tuna fishing port.


After lunch, swap land for sea and jump on a ferry boat to Tavira Island. This sandy barrier-island set in the beautiful Ria Formosa lagoon is home to Tavira’s main beach. When you’ve had enough lazing in the sun, head back to Tavira for dinner and slumber.


Central Algarve


DAY 3: OLHÃO AND FARO


In the morning, head west from Tavira toward Olhão and Faro. Public transport connects the three cities; trains are probably the best way of getting to Faro from the eastern Algarve.


If you’re driving, stop en route at the Pego do Inferno (a 12-minute drive northwest of Tavira via the N270 road), which includes a gorgeous waterfall and lagoon. Fearless visitors jump off the cliffside into the seemingly bottomless turquoise pool.
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Pego do Inferno near Tavira
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wooden boat on the beach in Carvoeiro








After you dry off, drive 25 minutes west via the A22 and N398 to Olhão. This fishing town has a distinct North African influence, with cubic, flat-roofed houses. Admire the fresh seafood and local produce at the waterfront market; then head to a nearby café for lunch.


Continue west to genteel Faro (a 20-minute drive west via the N125 road). Spend the afternoon exploring the walled Old Town, climb to the top of the grand Faro Cathedral, and stroll along the riverfront. Take a boat trip to explore the bird-rich Ria Formosa lagoon. Make the most of the city’s varied restaurants and nightlife before turning in for the night.


Western Algarve


DAY 4: CARVOEIRO AND FERRAGUDO


From Faro, head west toward the charming coastal villages of Carvoeiro and Ferragudo. If traveling by public transport, take the bus from Faro to Lagoa (about 1.5 hours) and then a local bus or taxi from Lagoa bus terminal to Carvoeiro.


If you’re driving, stop en route at the famed pottery shops at Porches on the N125 road (a 40-minute drive from Faro), just before the city of Lagoa. The drive from Porches to Carvoeiro is another 15 minutes via the N125.


In touristy Carvoeiro, stroll the cobbled streets and browse the boutiques before heading to the main square on the beachfront. From Carvoeiro’s main square, walk up the hill to the east to the Algar Seco rock formation and the lovely cliff-top walkway. Or take a grotto trip (around 1 hour) in a traditional wooden fishing boat from Carvoeiro Beach to the astounding Benagil sea cave.


Carvoeiro’s tourist train and the Cliffs Route hop-on, hop-off bus offer options for getting to neighboring Ferragudo, a quintessential Algarve fishing village. Start in the main square by the Arade River and walk up to the Our Lady of the Conception Church. Back along the riverside, take a walk along Ferragudo’s main beach, Praia Grande.


Head back to Carvoeiro to enjoy its colorful bars and restaurants and spend the night.


DAY 5: PORTIMÃO AND PRAIA DA ROCHA


Get up early to head to Portimão, the sardine capital of the Algarve (a 20-minute drive west via N125 or 35-minute bus ride). An array of boat trips depart from Portimão’s riverside—there’s even one on a pirate ship. Boat tours usually depart early morning and vary from half-day to full-day excursions. After your cruise, check out the acclaimed Portimão Museum for insight into the city’s canning industry and enjoy lunch and an ice cream on the riverside square.


Head just south of Portimão (a short taxi or shuttle bus ride) to Praia da Rocha, which offers beachside hotels for all budgets and a cliff-top strip of bars and restaurants. Dolphin-watching trips run from the marina and a water taxi crosses the river. Stroll on the wooden walkway along the long, golden beach. Get dressed up for a night on the town.


DAY 6: LAGOS


Head west to Lagos by car (a 25-minute drive along the N125), or take a train (20 minutes) or bus (35 minutes) from Portimão city center.


Laid-back Lagos is a history buff’s delight. Explore the city’s Old Town Center on foot in the morning, including the elaborate St. Anthony Church, the well-preserved Ponta da Bandeira Fort, and the sobering Slave Market Museum.


Enjoy lunch in one of Lagos’s many backstreet eateries. In the afternoon, walk along postcard-perfect Dona Ana Beach; then continue south to the Ponta da Piedade headland. Boat trips run from the base of the promontory into arches, caves, and grottoes.
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boats exploring the Ponta da Piedade in Lagos





In the evening, choose between upscale nightlife at the marina and the bohemian scene in the city center.


DAY 7: SAGRES


Head west to Sagres by car (a 30-minute drive via the N125) or bus (1 hour).


The most southwesterly tip of mainland Europe, barren Sagres is an area of raw beauty, its soaring cliffs buffeted by huge waves and strong Atlantic winds—which also makes it a top spot for surfing. Retrace the steps of some of Portugal’s most famous explorers as you walk along the dramatic cliffs of Cape St. Vincent and explore the vast Sagres Fortress. Enjoy the sedate but cool vibe of Sagres town, stopping for a bite at one of its inexpensive seafood restaurants.


When you’re ready, head home, whether that means continuing onward to explore the rest of Portugal or returning to Spain. Traveling the entire width of the Algarve without stops takes around two hours on the A22 motorway.


If you have more time…


If you cover Sagres in a morning and have a free afternoon (or an extra day or two), head north up the Algarve’s west coast to Aljezur. From Sagres, the charming market town is a winding 40-minute drive through the unspoiled scenery of the Southwest Alentejo and Vicentine Coast Natural Park. Aljezur’s wild beaches appeal to surfers, motorhomers, and anyone interested in getting off the tourist track.
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Lisbon’s Eduardo VII Park







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S São Jorge Castle: On a hilltop in the heart of Lisbon, this imposing Moorish monument commands spectacular views of the historic city center and the Tagus River (click here).


S Belém Tower: At the mouth of the Tagus River, this fortified tower was the last and first sight the country’s intrepid sailors had of their homeland when setting off on their voyages (click here).
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S Jerónimos Monastery: Home to the national archaeological and naval museums, Belém’s stunning centerpiece is a marvel of ornate Manueline architecture, which took the entire 16th century to construct (click here).


S Bairro Alto Nightlife: Historic Bairro Alto has reinvented itself as the city’s liveliest and coolest nocturnal hangout, with chic wine bars, historic fado houses, and renowned jazz clubs (click here).


S Avenida da Liberdade: An appealing mix of historic and contemporary buildings, high-end boutiques, and tree-shaded cafés lines the country’s most famous avenue (click here).


S Pena Palace: High above the Sintra plains, this brightly colored palace is unique and magical (click here).


S Boca do Inferno: Literally “Hell’s Mouth,” this dramatic coastal rock formation comes to life in winter, when the rough seas show Mother Nature in full force (click here).


S Mafra National Palace: Developed over centuries from a simple convent into a sumptuous palace, this splendid baroque monument has been restored to its former glory (click here).


S Christ the King: Arms outstretched high above the Tagus River, this iconic statue affords dazzling views over the city (click here).


S Dolphin-Watching in Sado Estuary: Take a boat trip in this tranquil, marshy nature reserve to watch its resident dolphins (click here).
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souvenirs from the Santo António festival
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abstract tile pavement.








Portugal’s magnificent capital is currently one of Europe’s most up-and-coming cities—vibrant and culturally rich, where the historic blends seamlessly with the cool and contemporary. At the mouth of the Tagus River (Rio Tejo), the “City of Seven Hills” is buzzing and cosmopolitan, home to melodic fado music and a vivid nightlife scene. Traditional tile-clad facades and redbrick roofs conceal a tangle of charming cobbled streets and elegant avenues that beckon to be explored.


Lisbon’s impressive monuments, historic neighborhoods, and edgy vibe welcome visitors to drink in stunning bird’s-eye views from many panoramic miradouro viewpoints or hip hotel rooftop bars. Stroll the chic boulevards with their many boutiques, admire striking riverfront monuments, explore the many museums, or for the classic Lisbon experience, take the famous tram 28 around the city’s historic nooks and crannies before enjoying mesmerizing fado in one of the many original haunts in Alfama or Bairro Alto.


Less than an hour from the heart of the city are the upscale towns of Estoril and Cascais as well as magical Sintra, which famously has a microclimate all its own. Cross the Tagus River and explore the delights of the Setúbal Peninsula, where the iconic statue of Christ stretches its arms over the capital.


ORIENTATION


Hilly Lisbon is divided into many neighborhoods and parishes, or bairros. Most of the city’s main attractions, such as its monuments, museums, fado houses, restaurants, and hotels, are located in the historic central area. The heart of Lisbon’s historic area is the Baixa Pombalina-Chiado, often simply referred to as the Baixa, or Baixa-Chiado; it’s the main downtown commercial and banking area along the river.


The downtown Baixa is immediately fringed by several of the city’s other most famous neighborhoods: labyrinth-like Alfama (east of Baixa), famous for fado; time-honored Castelo (just above Alfama); melting pot Mouraria (which shares a hill with Alfama and Castelo); hip nighttime hangout Bairro Alto (northwest of Baixa); cool and cultural Cais do Sodré (west of the Baixa riverfront); chic Estrela (northwest of Cais do Sodré) and upscale Príncipe Real (northwest of Baixa, behind Bairro Alto).


Farther afield are other popular neighborhoods such as hilltop São Vicente, with boundless views from every corner, and charming, historic Graça, both east of the Baixa, behind Alfama, Castelo, and Mouraria. On the western extremity of the heart of Lisbon is the culturally rich area of Belém, while at the opposite side, on the northeast, is the modern area of Park of Nations (Parque das Nações), dramatically developed for the 1998 World Exhibition.


SAFETY


As with many tourist destinations, Lisbon is afflicted by petty and opportunistic crime. Take basic precautions such as not walking along dark streets alone at night, not leaving valuables in rental vehicles, and not carrying large amounts of cash. Pickpockets are an issue, so make sure backpacks are worn in front in crowded areas and on public transport. Better still, use concealed pouches and never keep cash and documents in the same pouch. Call the PSP tourist police (tel. 213 421 623) or visit the nearest police station. In an emergency, call 112.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Much of Lisbon’s city center can be covered in a day, but it’s worth spending at least two or three days. A great way to cover the must-sees is either a hop-on hop-off bus that stops at all main attractions and landmarks, or tram 28, which circumnavigates Lisbon’s main neighborhoods. Other good options to explore include a neatly organized subway, nifty tuk-tuk carts, and a hop-on hop-off ferryboat. Set aside another day to explore Lisbon’s outskirts, such as the gorgeous villages of Cascais, Estoril, and Sintra, and another day to see anything you missed. While in Lisbon, an absolute must is dinner at a fado restaurant in Bairro Alto. Make reservations well in advance, as these are popular attractions.


In mid-June, the traditional Santo António festivities, dedicated to the city’s patron saint, explode into party mode. In December, Christmas trimmings and roasted chestnuts bring warmth to the city. July and August can get very hot, and even though many of the city’s residents head south for summer vacation, it is still packed with tourists. Summer and New Year are tourism high seasons, when hotel prices soar and the city is packed with visitors. Good times to visit are March-May and September-October, when the weather is pleasant and the hotels cheaper.
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Sights



BAIXA POMBALINA-CHIADO


Fronted by the Tagus River, the Baixa Pombalina-Chiado (BYE-shah pom-bah-LEE-nah shee-AH-doo), often referred to as just Baixa, “downtown Lisbon,” or Baixa-Chiado, is the city’s central shopping and banking district—and its tourist hub. The name derives from the distinctive Portuguese Pombaline architectural style employed to rebuild the city after the 1755 earthquake, under the guidance of Sebastião José de Carvalho e Melo, the 1st Marquis of Pombal. Elegant neoclassical facades and patterned cobbled streets give the neighborhood an air of graceful uniformity. Two main streets, Rua Augusta and Rua da Prata, are laden with buzzing shops and restaurants. The Chiado, situated just north of the Baixa and centered on Chiado square, is a cultural district packed with theaters, museums, and galleries. The main Metro stops in the Baixa area are Avenida, Restauradores, Rossio, Baixa-Chiado, and Terreiro do Paço, on the Green and Blue Lines.


Comércio Square


(Praça do Comércio)


This vast square, with views of the Tagus River, bustles with visitors and has the statue of King José I on his horse. The impressive colonnades that frame it on three sides house several ministries, museums, shops, and restaurants.


Two museums on the square are worth a visit. The Beer Museum (Museu da Cerveja) (Terreiro do Paço, Ala Nascente 62-65, tel. 210 987 656, www.museudacerveja.pt, 11am-midnight daily, €5, Metro Terreiro do Paço, Blue Line) boasts a plethora of different beers and ales from around the world. The Lisbon Story Centre (Praça do Comércio 78, tel. 211 941 099, www.lisboastorycentre.pt, 10am-8pm daily, €7, Metro Terreiro do Paço, Blue Line) recounts the key chapters of Lisbon’s history through state-of-the-art interactive multimedia.


Comércio Square is one of the city’s main transport hubs, with many trams and buses running from here; it’s also directly across from the Cais do Sodré ferry terminal.


Augusta Triumphal Arch


(Arco da Rua Augusta)


The formal entrance to the Baixa neighborhood, the decorative Augusta Triumphal Arch (Praça do Comércio, tel. 210 999 599, www.visitlisboa.com, 9am-8pm daily, viewing terrace €2.50, Metro Terreiro do Paço, Blue Line) was built to mark the city’s resilience and glorious rebirth following the 1755 earthquake. Historical Portuguese figures such as navigator Vasco da Gama and the Marquis of Pombal adorn the gateway’s six columns, gazing over Comércio Square and out to the river. Inside the arch a narrow, spiral staircase made from solid stone climbs to a viewing terrace that offers sweeping views of the plaza.


Archaeological Center of Rua Correeiros


(Núcleo Arqueológico da Rua Correeiros)


Overlooked by many tourists, the Archaeological Center of Rua Correeiros (Rua dos Correeiros 15-23, tel. 211 131 004, 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, free, Metro Baixa-Chiado, Green/Blue Lines) showcases a wealth of Roman artifacts uncovered during the construction of the bank next door. Free guided tours of Roman ruins beneath the streets of Lisbon must be booked in advance and are available in English.


Santa Justa Elevator


(Elevador de Santa Justa)


Also called the Carmo Lift, the 19th-century neo-Gothic, wrought-iron Santa Justa Elevator (www.carris.pt, 7:30am-11pm daily May-Oct, 7:30am-9pm daily Nov-Apr, round-trip €5.15, Metro Baixa-Chiado, Green/Blue Lines) is the only vertical lift in Lisbon, connecting the Baixa area to the Bairro Alto neighborhood, saving a steep climb. Inaugurated in 1902, it is classified as a national monument. Standing at 45 meters (148 feet) tall, it was designed in a style similar to that of the Eiffel Tower by engineer Raoul Mesnier de Ponsard. The lift is stunning at night when lit up, and has a fabulous viewing platform at the top. Intriguingly, it can transport more people going up than coming down. It is accessed via Rua do Ouro at the bottom or Carmo Square at the top. The viewing platform (€1.50) is also accessible directly from Carmo Square, up the hill behind the lift.




Two Days in Lisbon


Set aside at least two days to see the best of Portugal’s capital. This itinerary covers all the main sights with free time to amble along the streets and soak up the city’s vibe. End each day with sunset cocktails and chill-out music in the evening.


Lisbon is vast but relatively easy to navigate. Most of the main monuments and sights are downtown and along the river, easily reached on public transport. A handful of other worthy attractions are in towns and villages on the fringes, such as Cascais and Sintra; renting a car is the best option.


DAY 1


Begin by walking the main Avenida da Liberdade, heading south toward the Tagus River. Peruse the glamorous window displays and stop for a mid-morning coffee at one of the picturesque cafés. In the main downtown area, explore famous Comércio Square and its museums and landmarks—they’re all within walking distance. A few streets back from the main square is the Santa Justa Elevator, also called the Carmo Lift. This historical contraption transports passengers from downtown up to the famous Bairro Alto neighborhood. Jump into the lift and admire how the old-fashioned machinery comes to life, taking you to the viewing platform at the top.


For lunch, hop on the Metro (from Baixa-Chiado to Cais do Sodré) or take a 20-minute walk west to the bustling Time Out Market Lisboa, set back from the Cais do Sodré quay. This eclectic food hall showcases the finest Portuguese products. After lunch, take a tram or bus the short distance from Cais do Sodré west to Belém. Drink in the beauty of historic Belém Tower and the Jerónimos Monastery. Then it’s time to visit the famous Pastéis de Belém bakery to sample a pastel de nata custard tart.


Head back to Lisbon via tram, bus, or taxi, stopping at Chiado Square to enjoy a sunset cocktail on a panoramic terrace. The Hotel Mundial Rooftop Bar & Lounge, just off Chiado Square, is a good choice. From here, it’s a 20-minute stroll northwest to Bairro Alto for dinner at the typical fado restaurant O Faia. After dinner, let loose in one of the many nearby bars.


DAY 2


Venture out of Lisbon today by renting a car and driving west along the Marginal coastal road, passing through the glitzy town of Estoril (roughly 25 km/15.5 mi west of Lisbon) to upscale Cascais. To enjoy some fresh sea air, park in Estoril and walk 3 kilometers (1.9 mi) west to Cascais along the seaside boardwalk. Spend a few hours strolling around the pretty village of Cascais; have a dip in the sea and lunch or a drink on the marina or in the main square. Or, if you visit on a Saturday, take in the sights and sounds of the regular Saturday-morning arts and crafts fair, a brilliant place for an unusual souvenir. A few kilometers out of Cascais center is the dramatic Boca do Inferno rock formation.


From there, drive on to windswept Guincho Beach (8 km/5 mi northwest of Cascais), popular among windsurfers, to enjoy sweeping views of the ocean and plains. Head 11 kilometers (6.8 mi) north to stop at Cabo da Roca and its lighthouse, the westernmost point of mainland Europe. From here, it’s another roughly 18 kilometers (11.2 mi) northeast to Sintra and its highlight, the fairy-tale Pena Palace. After touring the palace, wander Sintra’s charming cobbled streets and its exquisite buildings, including the Sintra National Palace and Moorish Castle, and enjoy dinner at one of its many quaint and cozy restaurants. After soaking up all of the romanticism Sintra has to offer, drive back to Lisbon, 25 kilometers (15.5 mi) east.


All this can be covered comfortably in one day if you rent a car. Alternatively, choose one destination—Cascais or Sintra—and use the train or bus to get there.







Lisbon’s Best Restaurants


S Restaurante Cervejaria O Pinóquio: The home-cooked steak and seafood are legendary (click here).


S Café Nicola: Frequented by poet Manuel du Bocage, this art deco landmark epitomizes European coffee culture (click here).


S O Solar do Bacalhau: This is one of the best spots to enjoy the Portuguese specialty bacalhau (click here).


S Cervejaria Ramiro: Expect long queues at this famed institution where a steak sandwich replaces dessert (click here).


S Casa do Leão: Dine inside the São Jorge Castle, where the dishes are culinary masterpieces and the views are remarkable (click here).


S Chapitô à Mesa: This restaurant is part of a famous circus arts school, so expect a fun and fanciful meal (click here).


S Cervejaria Trindade: This beautiful brewery and banquet hall dates from the mid-1800s, when it was the place of choice for writers, poets, and politicians (click here).


S La Paparrucha: Meat rules at this authentic Argentinean grill (click here).


S Time Out Market Lisboa: Hundreds of gastronomic goodies are under one roof (click here).


S Espumantaria do Cais: Add some fizz to your meal at this tapas and champagne bar (click here).


S Pastéis de Belém: No visit to Lisbon is complete without a stop at this birthplace of Portugal’s famous pastel de nata tart (click here).





Carmo Convent


(Convento do Carmo)


Once Lisbon’s largest church, the Carmo Convent (Largo do Carmo, tel. 213 478 629, www.museuarqueologicodocarmo.pt, 10am-6pm Mon-Sat May-Sept, 10am-5pm Mon-Sat Oct-Apr, €4, Metro Baixa-Chiado or Rossio, Green/Blue Lines) is a stark reminder of the vast devastation caused by the 1755 earthquake, which razed the city and large swaths of Portugal. Originally built in 1389 by order of Nuno Álvares Pereira, an influential knight who led the Portuguese army, the church and convent sit on a hill directly opposite the São Jorge Castle. Today only its naked Gothic ruins still stand. The site is also home to the Museu Arqueológico do Carmo, a museum with a collection of relics from dissolved monasteries, including sarcophagi and grisly but well-preserved Peruvian sacrificial mummies.




Lisbon’s Best Accommodations


S Hotel Mundial: The rooftop bar at this four-star hotel has one of the best views in Lisbon (click here).


S Yes! Lisbon Hostel: This hostel has it all: excellent location, fantastic service, and budget-friendly prices (click here).


S Solar do Castelo: Sleep in medieval-contemporary style at this eco-retreat within the walls of the São Jorge Castle (click here).


S Memmo Alfama Design Hotel: This chic urban retreat blends in with the historic Alfama neighborhood (click here).


S Bairro Alto Hotel: This grand 18th-century hotel enjoys a dominant position on the main square, within walking distance of shops and restaurants (click here).


S Hello Lisbon Cais do Sodré Apartments: These self-catering apartments reflect the youth and energy of frenetic Pink Street (click here).


S Hotel Palácio do Governador: Located in the 16th-century Governor’s Palace is an oasis of tranquility in one of Lisbon’s prettiest neighborhoods (click here).


S VIP Executive Arts: This streamlined four-star hotel is close to convenient transportation, shopping, and nightlife (click here).





Rossio Square


(Praça Dom Pedro IV)


The beating heart of Lisbon, located downtown, Rossio Square (Metro Rossio, Green Line) has long been one of the city’s main meeting places, a lively, genteel square of Pombaline architecture lined with cafés, trees, and two grand baroque fountains at either end. Housed in the impressive buildings framing the square are the stately Dona Maria II National Theater (Teatro Nacional de Dona Maria II) and the historic Café Nicola, which dates to the 18th century and was one of the first cafés to emerge in Lisbon. Also nearby is the ornate Rossio train station, which is typically Manueline in its architecture. One of the square’s distinguishing features is the wavy black-and-white cobblestone paving.


Glória Funicular


(Elevador da Glória)


The quirky Glória Funicular (www.carris.pt, 7:15am-11:55pm Mon-Thurs, 7:15am-12:25am Fri, 8:45am-12:25pm Sat, 9:15am-11:55pm Sun and holidays, round-trip €3.60) puts the “fun” in funicular. It has become an emblem of Lisbon, its graffiti scrawl only adding to its charm, mirroring its urban surroundings. Inaugurated in 1885, it connects the Baixa (Restauradores Square) to the São Pedro de Alcântara viewpoint in Bairro Alto via a steep track that cuts straight through a dense residential area packed with 19th-century buildings. Practical for locals, it’s a treat for visitors.


CASTELO


Stately and traditional, the Moorish Castelo (kash-TEH-loo) neighborhood, home to the São Jorge Castle, is known as Lisbon’s birthplace. One of the city’s finest neighborhoods, on a hill just east of the Baixa, it has fabulous views from almost every street corner. A wave of young international residents lives alongside older inhabitants, bringing a trendy vibe; Castelo is the perfect blend of historic and hip.



S São Jorge Castle



(Castelo de São Jorge)


The São Jorge Castle (Rua de Santa Cruz do Castelo, tel. 218 800 620, www.castelodesaojorge.pt, 9am-9pm daily Mar-Oct, 9am-6pm daily Nov-Feb, €8.50) sits on a summit high above historic Baixa. The original fortress was built by the Visigoths in the 5th century and expanded by the Moors in the mid-11th century due to its prime defensive location. It contains the medieval castle, ruins of the former royal palace, stunning gardens, and part of an 11th-century citadel.


A permanent exhibition of relics uncovered here includes objects from the 7th century BC to the 18th century. The Black Chamber, a camera obscura, provides 360-degree views of the city through an optical system of mirrors and lenses, while an open-air viewpoint looks over the city center and the Tagus River. Renowned restaurant Casa do Leão and a casual café are also within the castle walls. To get there from downtown Lisbon, take tram 28 or the Castelo Bus, line 737.


ALFAMA


Alfama (al-FAH-mah) is Lisbon’s oldest and most soulful neighborhood and claims to be the birthplace of fado, although Bairro Alto and Mouraria also make this claim. Inhabited from the 5th century by the Visigoths, this unpolished neighborhood southeast of the Baixa blankets the hillside between the Tagus River and São Jorge Castle. Its narrow cobbled streets create a stepped labyrinth of historic houses and quirky shops. It was once rough and home to dockworkers and seafarers. As the city’s port prospered, so did Alfama, although its rugged charisma remains. Alfama boasts monuments, traditional fado houses, and many fabulous viewpoints along its slopes.
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Portas do Sol Viewpoint


(Miradouro Portas do Sol)


Midway between São Jorge Castle and the Sé cathedral, this is one of Lisbon’s most iconic viewpoints, a vast terrace looking over rooftops down to the Tagus River. It’s also an obligatory stop for weary walkers. At the viewpoint is the cool, contemporary Portas do Sol (tel. 218 851 299, 10am-midnight daily), a café, restaurant, and cocktail bar all rolled into one—it’s a great place to drink in the views, enhanced by a lively soundtrack of street entertainers mixed with the bustle of the city. Tram 28 stops at the Miradouro.


Lisbon Cathedral


(Sé de Lisboa)


Between the Alfama neighborhood and Castelo, Lisbon Cathedral (Largo da Sé, tel. 218 866 752, www.patriarcado-lisboa.pt, 9am-7pm daily, main cathedral free, tram 28 or 12) is the oldest and most famous church in the city. Its official name is the Church of Santa Maria Maior, but it is often simply called the Sé. Construction began in 1147, and successive modifications and renovations span the centuries. Its exterior is austere, with two robust towers. Inside, a wealth of decorative features reflect different eras. The neoclassical and rococo main chapel contains the tombs of King Afonso IV and his family. You’ll also see lofty Gothic vaults, sculptured Romanesque motifs, stained-glass rose windows, and a baroque sacristy. The Cloister (10am-5pm Mon-Sat, 2pm-5pm Sun, extended hours until 7pm May-Sept, €2.50) houses Roman, Arab, and medieval relics excavated during archaeological digs. The Treasury (10am-5pm Mon-Sat, €2.50) on the second floor contains jewels from various periods. Tram 28 stops right outside the cathedral’s door.


Fado Museum


(Museu do Fado)


The Fado Museum (Largo Chafariz de Dentro 1, tel. 218 823 470, www.museudofado.pt, 10am-6pm Tues-Sun, €5, Metro Santa Apolónia, Blue Line) showcases traditional fado, a soulful and often mournful musical genre that is to Portugal what the blues are to Memphis. Fado’s origins are debated, but the consensus is that it was born in Alfama in the 1820s. This interactive museum hosts a permanent exhibition with photographs, records, and instruments. There are also sometimes live performances.


National Military Museum


(Museu Militar)


Across the square from the Santa Apolónia train station, the National Military Museum (Largo Museu da Artilharia, tel. 218 842 300, www.exercito.pt, 10am-5pm Tues-Fri, 10am-12:30pm and 1:30pm-5pm Sat-Sun and holidays, €3, Metro Santa Apolónia, Blue Line) is Portugal’s largest and oldest military museum. Beautiful, lofty, tile-clad rooms contain 26,000 pieces of military paraphernalia spanning centuries, including the former Royal Arsenal. The building is a striking monument, built on the site of a 16th-century foundry.




Best Views


Because Lisbon is laid out over seven hills, gorgeous views can be found throughout the city. Public viewing points (miradouros) offer views of the cityscape. Some are enhanced with cafés and restaurants, landscaped gardens, and even chic lounges. Best of all, they’re free. Visit at sunset for a truly special experience.


• The famous Miradouro São Pedro de Alcântara (Rua São Pedro de Alcântara) provides panoramic views over São Jorge Castle and Alfama, as well as Lisbon Cathedral and the Tagus.


• The romantic Miradouro da Nossa Senhora do Monte (Largo Monte) is the highest viewpoint, offering bird’s-eye views over the old quarters and castle all the way to the Tagus River.


• The Miradouro Portas do Sol (Largo Portas do Sol) overlooks the charismatic Alfama neighborhood.


• The Miradouro da Graça (Calçada da Graça) peers over São Jorge Castle.


Along with the miradouros, the São Jorge Castle has possibly the best views in the city. Panoramas can also be enjoyed from hotel rooftop bars, such as the Hotel Mundial (Praça Martim Moniz 2), where the Sunset Parties have a cult following.





National Tile Museum


(Museu Nacional do Azulejo)


Located in a 16th-century convent, the National Tile Museum (Rua da Madre de Deus 4, tel. 218 100 340, www.museudoazulejo.gov.pt, 10am-6pm Tues-Sun, €5, Metro Santa Apolónia, Blue Line) contains a collection of traditional hand-painted azulejo ceramic tile plaques, some dating from the 15th century. It explores the history and tradition behind the art and craft of tilework, and the building is a splendid example of the magnificence of Portuguese baroque, with carved and gilded wood features, old paintings, and historical azulejo panels.
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1: the Glória Funicular; 2: tile from the National Tile Museum; 3: the Fado Museum; 4: São Jorge Castle





SÃO VICENTE


Two major monuments, the National Pantheon and the São Vicente de Fora Church, are in São Vicente (sown vee-SENT), among a cascade of historic homes on the hillside toward the Tagus. Peaceful and poised most of the week, São Vicente comes alive every Saturday morning for the famous Feira da Ladra flea market, next to the National Pantheon.


National Pantheon


(Panteão Nacional)


The National Pantheon (Campo de Santa Clara, tel. 218 854 820, 10am-6pm Tues-Sat Apr-Sept, 10am-5pm Tues-Sat Oct-Mar, €4, Metro Santa Apolónia, Blue Line)—otherwise known as the Church of Santa Engrácia—has baroque architecture and a distinctive domed roof that can be seen from most of central Lisbon. It is on the site of the original Santa Engrácia church, which began renovations in 1681 and took more than 300 years to complete. Construction dragged on for so long that the Portuguese call any lengthy project “work of Santa Engrácia.” In 1916, the church was converted into a pantheon, a process that took another 50 years. Today, the building boasts a majestic nave with a polychrome marble decoration typical of Portuguese baroque architecture. It is home to tombs of historic personalities such as writer Almeida Garrett, fado singer Amália Rodrigues, legendary soccer star Eusébio, and Portuguese presidents. The views from the front steps and the terrace around the dome are breathtaking.



São Vicente de Fora Church



(Igreja de São Vicente de Fora)


In its present guise, the São Vicente de Fora Church (Largo de São Vicente, tel. 218 824 400, www.patriarcado-lisboa.pt, 10am-6pm Tues-Sun, €5, Metro Santa Apolónia, Blue Line), or Monastery of São Vicente de Fora, is considered one of the finest examples of mannerist architecture in the country. Rebuilt from a 12th-century church, it dates to the 16th century and houses one of the biggest collections of baroque glazed tiles in the world, used to clad the cloisters, stairways, and aisles. There are also two mausoleums, one belonging to the Royal House of Braganza and the other to the city’s archbishops, known as the Patriarchs of Lisbon. The must-see Patriarchate’s Museum showcases beautiful historic works of religious art. Enjoy fabulous views from the roof terrace.


BAIRRO ALTO


Bairro Alto (BYE-rroo AL-too) has long been Lisbon’s bohemian hangout, a favorite haunt for artists and writers. In the evenings, its grid of steep streets echoes with melancholic fado. Visit after 11pm, when the innumerable small bars and colorful nightspots really start to hit their stride. The neighborhood’s historical significance dates to its expansion in the 16th century to accommodate the city’s booming economic and social transformation.
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São Pedro de Alcântara Viewpoint


(Miradouro São Pedro de Alcântara)


A pretty, two-tiered garden embellishes this sprawling viewpoint. Located next to the Glória Lift between Bairro Alto and the Baixa, the São Pedro de Alcântara viewpoint is one of the most popular. Visitors can often be heard gasping in awe at the sweeping vistas, and telescopes are on hand.


NORTH LISBON


Marquês de Pombal Square


(Praça Marquês de Pombal)


The massive statue of the Marquis of Pombal towering in the middle of this busy roundabout is one of Lisbon’s most recognizable landmarks. Sebastião José de Carvalho e Melo, the 1st Marquis of Pombal, was prime minister in the 18th century. His soaring statue faces the Tagus River, strategically between the Eduardo VII Park and the cosmopolitan Avenida da Liberdade, the start of several main thoroughfares. Get here by taking the Metro to Marquês de Pombal station (Blue/Yellow Lines).


Eduardo VII Park


(Parque Eduardo VII)


Just behind the Marquês de Pombal Square is a sprawling, manicured garden of lush lawns and box hedges that give it a regal feel, consistent with the historic buildings surrounding it. Stand at the top of the park and enjoy magnificent views down to the Baixa and the Tagus River. Covering 26 hectares (64 acres), the park was renamed in 1902 for Britain’s Edward VII, who visited Portugal that year.


Calouste Gulbenkian Museum


(Museu Calouste Gulbenkian)


A major hub of the arts, the Calouste Gulbenkian Museum (Av. de Berna 45A, tel. 217 823 461, https://gulbenkian.pt/museu, 10am-6pm Wed-Mon, €14, Metro São Sebastião, Blue/Red Lines) is one of Lisbon’s less celebrated treasures. Its collection ranges from Greco-Roman antiquity to contemporary pieces, with 18th-century French art well represented. The stunning works of French glass and jewelry designer René Lalique (1860-1945) are a highlight. The museum is housed in two separate buildings, connected by a lovely garden.


Águas Livres Aqueduct


(Aqueduto das Águas Livres)


Climb above the city to explore the formidable Águas Livres Aqueduct (main entrance at the EPAL Municipal Water Museum ticket office, Calçada da Quintinha 6, Campolide neighborhood, tel. 218 100 215, www.epal.pt, 10am-5:30pm Tues-Sun, €3), whose name translates as “Aqueduct of the Free Waters.” Built between 1731 and 1799 to supply the city with water from Sintra, it is considered a remarkable example of 18th-century engineering, snaking over 58 kilometers (36 mi) along the trajectory of an old Roman aqueduct. Despite its size, it blends into its surroundings. Visitors can walk the main portion of the platform, crossing the 1-kilometer (0.6-mi) stretch over the Alcântara Valley, the aqueduct’s highest point at 68 meters (223 feet), with views of Lisbon. Guided tours (11am first Sat every month) require advance booking.


Take the Portas da Benfica bus 758 (every 15 minutes, €2) from the Glória Funicular to Campolide, then walk west for five minutes to the aqueduct. A taxi from central Lisbon to the aqueduct costs around €8.


ESTRELA AND LAPA


With grand properties and elegant streets, peaceful Estrela (eesh-TREH-lah) was settled by the well-heeled during the city’s expansion in the 1700s and remains one of Lisbon’s most affluent areas. The adjoining Lapa (LAH-pah) neighborhood is home to many foreign embassies.


Estrela Basilica


The neoclassical Estrela Basilica (Praça da Estrela, tel. 213 960 915, www.patrimoniocultural.gov.pt, 7:30am-8pm daily, free) was built in the 18th century by order of Queen Maria I, whose tomb it houses. The interior walls and flooring are clad in swaths of yellow, pink, and gray marble in stunning geometric patterns. Twin bell towers stand atop the striking facade, while the dome provides views over the city. The Estrela Basilica was the first church in the world dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Take tram 25 or 28 from Comércio Square.


Estrela Gardens


(Jardim da Estrela)


The exquisitely landscaped Estrela Gardens is colloquially referred to as the Central Park of Lisbon, a tranquil, lush oasis in the heart of this affluent neighborhood, bordered by the main Rua da Estrela and Avenida Ávares Cabral, with the Estrela Basilica at the bottom and a statue of explorer Pedro Álvares Cabral at the top. Stroll past duck ponds, browse the library, and enjoy open-air concerts hosted in the wrought-iron bandstand on summer evenings.


National Museum of Ancient Art


(Museu Nacional de Arte Antiga)


A 20-minute stroll south of the Estrela Gardens is the National Museum of Ancient Art (Rua das Janelas Verdes, tel. 213 912 800, www.museudearteantiga.pt, 10am-6pm Tues-Sun, €6). Housed in a former 17th-century palace on one of the city’s toniest streets, the opulent museum is laden with artifacts that span the 12th to the 19th centuries. The collection includes paintings, sculptures, textiles, and furniture. Among the most celebrated pieces are the Panels of St. Vincent, which depict a cross-section of 15th-century Portuguese society gathered to venerate a saint. Take the train or bus from Cais do Sodré to Santos.


BELÉM


Just west of downtown in bright Belém (beh-LAYN), iconic landmarks pay tribute to key chapters in Portugal’s history, sharing a riverside location with modern museums, cafés, and gardens. During the Age of Discoveries, this is where ships set off to explore the globe. Belém can be uncomfortably busy, particularly in the heat of summer; expect long queues.


To get to Belém from downtown Lisbon, take tram 15 or 127 from the main Comércio Square, or the train from Cais do Sodré to Cascais. Jump off when you see the Jerónimos Monastery, and walk to the sights. A taxi from downtown Lisbon costs around €14 one-way.



S Belém Tower



(Torre de Belém)


Jutting into the Tagus River, Belém Tower (Av. Brasília, tel. 213 620 034, www.torrebelem.gov.pt, 10am-5:30pm Tues-Sun Oct-Apr, 10am-6:30pm Tues-Sun May-Sept, €6) is Portugal’s most famous monument and a UNESCO World Heritage Site due to its significance as a launch pad during the Age of Discoveries. Built in the early 16th century at the river mouth, the fortified tower was both functional and ornamental, defending Lisbon from sea raiders and also providing a ceremonial entrance to the city. The ornate white Manueline tower was the last and first sight sailors had of their homeland. The elaborate detail of the exterior belies the starkness of the interior.
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1: Belém Tower; 2: the famous tram 28; 3: Monument to the Discoveries; 4: Jerónimos Monastery





Entering the tower over an ancient drawbridge, visitors access a bulwark housing artillery, in the middle of which is a small courtyard flanked by Gothic arches. Inside the tower are the Governor’s Room, the King’s Room, the Audience Room, and a chapel, all devoid of furnishings, showcasing only the bare stonework. The tower is built over five floors, connected by a narrow spiral staircase, each floor having lovely balconies, and topped by a viewing terrace. It’s worth the climb to the top for views over the Tagus estuary and the Belém neighborhood’s monuments.



National Coach Museum



(Museu Nacional dos Coches)


Before cars, there were horses and carriages, and Portugal has some fine examples of horse-drawn vehicles on permanent display at the National Coach Museum (Av. da Índia 136, tel. 210 732 319, www.museudoscoches.pt, 10am-6pm Tues-Sun, €6). From elaborately decorated Berlins that transported royalty to children’s carriages and mail buses, the various collections of 16th- to 19th-century coaches are fascinating. Located on the fringe of the Afonso de Albuquerque Square (Praça Afonso de Albuquerque), the museum also hosts a number of collections of other stately items, such as ceremonial clothing, instruments, tapestries, and horse tack.



S Jerónimos Monastery



(Mosteiro dos Jerónimos)


Parallel to the Tagus River, with the stately Imperial Square Gardens sprawling in front of it, the exuberant Jerónimos Monastery (Praça do Império, tel. 213 620 034, www.mosteirojeronimos.gov.pt, 10am-5pm Tues-Sun Oct-Apr, 10am-6pm Tues-Sun May-Sept, €10, ticket including the Naval Museum and the Archaeology Museum €12) is Belém’s breathtaking centerpiece. A prime example of ornate Manueline architecture, it is also a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Construction on the impressive landmark began in 1501 on the order of King Manuel I, who wanted to honor the memory of explorer Henry the Navigator, as well as to demonstrate his own devotion to Saint Jerome. The vast building took 100 years to complete. Its several architectural styles include Renaissance and the lavishly ornate Spanish plateresque style. The magnificent riverside facade has a figure of Our Lady of Belém, while inside is the Latin-cross-shaped Church of Santa Maria, the final resting place of explorer Vasco da Gama and one of Portugal’s greatest poets, Luís Vaz de Camões. Today the Monastery’s long, regal wings also house the national archaeological and naval museums. To get to the Jerónimos Monastery from Cais do Sodré, take city bus lines 727, 28, 729, 714, or 751; tram 15; or the suburban train to Belém.


The Naval Museum (Museu de Marinha) (€6.50, ticket including the Jerónimos Monastery and the Archaeology Museum €12) occupies the western wing of the Jerónimos Monastery as well as a modern annex to the north. It grew from a collection started by King Luís I (1838-1889), who had a keen interest in oceanographic studies and was an accomplished navigator. Exhibits include historical paintings, archaeological items, and various scale models of ships, along with instruments and maps, royal barges, the Fairey III Santa Cruz that crossed the Atlantic in 1923, and the Portuguese Navy’s first-ever aircraft, a flying boat.


Also located in the expansive wings of the Jerónimos Monastery is the National Archaeology Museum (Museu Nacional de Arqueologia) (€4, ticket including Jerónimos Monastery and the Naval Museum €12), devoted to ancient Iberian art. Among its collections are ancient jewelry, busts, mosaics, and epigraphs, as well as metal artifacts, medals, and coins.


Monument to the Discoveries


(Padrão dos Descobrimentos)


A short stroll from Belém Tower along the Tagus riverside is the Monument to the Discoveries (Av. Brasília, tel. 213 031 950, www.padraodosdescobrimentos.pt, 10am-7pm daily Mar-Sept, 10am-6pm Tues-Sun Oct-Feb, €3). First erected in 1940 and made permanent in 1960 to mark 500 years since Henry the Navigator’s death, the monument celebrates the Age of Discoveries in the 15th and 16th centuries with statues of Henry the Navigator, Pedro Álvares Cabral, and Vasco da Gama. Shaped like a caravel—a small Portuguese sailing ship—it also houses an auditorium and a museum with changing exhibitions, and has a viewing platform on top. In the square out front is the stunning Compass Rose, an elaborate decorative work of paving art shaped like a compass, 50 meters (164 feet) across, in black and red lioz limestone, in the center of which is a map of the world during the Age of Discoveries surrounded by decorative figures like mermaids, stars, and leaves.


MAAT—Museum of Art, Architecture and Technology


(Museu de Arte, Arquitetura e Tecnologia)


Inaugurated in 2016 in a contemporary building in stark contrast with its classical peers, MAAT (Av. Brasília, tel. 210 028 130, www.maat.pt, noon-8pm Wed-Mon, €5) is one of Lisbon’s newest cultural additions. The building, by British architect Amanda Levete, has a curved design and white-tiled façade that juts out over the river like a low, gleaming spaceship. It hosts national and international exhibitions and collections of contemporary art, architecture, and technology, and is connected to the city by a footbridge. It is free to climb to the roof from outside for views over the Tagus at what has become an iconic location.


PARK OF NATIONS


(Parque das Nações)


Northeast of Lisbon, Park of Nations, or Parque das Nações (park dazh nah-SSOYNS), is an über-modern neighborhood developed for the 1998 World Exhibition, with mirrored high-rise apartment blocks and twin sail-shaped skyscrapers. It is linked to the south side of the Tagus River by the sinewy, 17-kilometer-long (10.6-mi-long) Vasco da Gama Bridge, Europe’s longest. Family attractions such as the Meo concert arena and the Lisbon Oceanarium are here, along with cosmopolitan restaurants and bars.
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Cable cars (11am-6pm daily, until 8pm in summer, closed in bad weather, €3.95 one-way, €5.90 round-trip) run between the Oceanarium and the modern, 145-meter (476-foot) Vasco da Gama tower, gliding over the waterfront. To get to Park of Nations from downtown Lisbon, take the Metro from Baixa-Chiado (Green/Blue Lines) to Oriente on the Red Line.


Lisbon Oceanarium


(Oceanário de Lisboa)


Inaugurated in 1998 for the World Exhibition, the Lisbon Oceanarium (Esplanada Dom Carlos I s/n, tel. 218 917 002, www.oceanario.pt, 10am-8pm daily late Mar-Oct, 10am-7pm daily Nov-mid-Mar, adults €16.20, children 4-12 €10.80), Europe’s largest indoor aquarium, is home to a huge assortment of marine species, from seagulls to sea lions, sea dragons, and surgeonfish. The star attraction is a huge tank that houses exotic sealife, including rays, sharks, moray eels, barracudas, and sunfish.



Food



Lisbon’s food scene is a crossroads of traditional and contemporary, offering everything from street food and vegan restaurants to gourmet market stalls. One thing that sets Lisbon apart from other European capitals is value for money.


BAIXA


Bustling Baixa is a hub of restaurants, cafés, and bars, plenty of them arranged around the main Comércio Square, promising people-watching and alfresco dining.


Portuguese


The home cooking at S Restaurante Cervejaria O Pinóquio (Praça dos Restauradores 79, tel. 213 465 106, www.restaurantepinoquio.pt, noon-midnight daily, €25) is a legendary variety of quality tapas and entrées, specializing in excellent steak and seafood. The decor is sparse but the outdoor terrace is charming. Although it’s always busy, service is fast.


Located in the Praça do Comércio, fashionable Museu da Cerveja (Beer Museum & Restaurant) (Terreiro do Paço, East Wing 62-65, tel. 210 987 656, www.museudacerveja.pt, 11am-midnight daily, €20) showcases the finest beers produced in Portugal and Portuguese-speaking countries. A range of snacks and meals includes famous codfish cakes that complement the brews.


Established in 1936, acclaimed Restaurante Gambrinus (Rua das Portas de Santo Antão 23, tel. 213 421 466, www.restaurante-gambrinus.business.site, noon-1:30am daily, €20-40) has a dedicated following for its tapas and seafood, served in a classic setting with polished dark wood and crisp white tablecloths.


Overlooking gorgeous Rossio Square, bohemian Restaurante Bastardo (Rua da Betesga 3, tel. 213 240 993, www.restaurantebastardo.com, noon-11pm daily, €15) serves up classic Portuguese cuisine with an international twist, like codfish with kombu seaweed, along with fabulous cocktails. Have there ever been so many different types of chairs under one roof?


The name of Varanda de Lisboa Restaurant (Praça Martim Moniz 2, tel. 218 842 000, www.hotel-mundial.pt, 6:30am-3pm and 7:30pm-10:30pm daily, €25) translates as “the veranda of Lisbon,” referring to the views from its location at the top of the Mundial Hotel. It prepares accomplished dishes to match, like flambéed meats and cataplanas (seafood stews). There are weekly themed menus and three-course set menus.


Café


With a prime position on posh Rossio Square, the landmark S Café Nicola (Praça Dom Pedro IV 24-25, tel. 213 460 579, 8am-midnight daily, €8) epitomizes European coffee culture with its art deco interior, excellent coffees, and top-notch breakfasts. It was a favorite of poet Manuel du Bocage, who is memorialized in a statue out front. The celebrated café is excellent for people-watching, but prices are high.


Seafood


Cod is king at charming S O Solar do Bacalhau (Rua do Jardim do Regedor 30, tel. 213 460 069, www.solardobacalhau.com, 10am-midnight daily, €20), one of the best spots to enjoy the Portuguese specialty bacalhau. It also serves other meat and fish dishes in a setting with natural stone walls and elegantly laid tables.


At O Leao d’Ouro (Rua 1º de Dezembro 105, tel. 213 426 195, www.restauranteleaodouro.com.pt, noon-11pm daily, €20), dark wood and traditional tiled walls provide an almost medieval complement to rich fish and shellfish dishes such as oven-baked cod.


Established in 1956, authentic beer house S Cervejaria Ramiro (Av. Almirante Reis 1-H, tel. 218 851 024, www.cervejariaramiro.pt, noon-12:30am Wed-Mon, €20) is a famed institution featured on many travel programs. Expect long queues outside the restaurant. The rainbow of seafood includes prawns al guilho. The prego no pão is a steak sandwich with a cult following, which many eat at the end of meals in lieu of dessert. Wash it down with a chilled beer.


With simple and quaint decor that blends into its local neighborhood, Solar 31 da Calçada (Calçada Garcia 31, tel. 218 863 374, www.solar31.com, 5pm-midnight Mon, 11:30am-11pm Tues-Sat, €14) serves traditional Portuguese food with a focus on fresh fish and shellfish. Choose from a fantastic selection of starters and wines.


Mediterranean


Hidden on a backstreet, bright, eclectically decorated O Arco (Rua dos Sapateiros 161, tel. 213 463 280, noon-3pm and 7pm-11pm Thurs-Tues, €14) serves up a selection of tasty Mediterranean favorites, from spicy chicken curry to flavorful prawn dishes.


International


Elegant and sophisticated Restaurante Figus (Praça da Figueira 16, tel. 218 872 194, www.restaurantefigus.com, 11am-midnight daily, €20) is in the Beautique Hotel Figueira in Praça da Figueira downtown. It has a varied national and international à la carte menu and a refined selection of wines. Favorites include a chourciço and morcela sausage platter, steak in Portuguese sauce, gourmet burgers, fish, and pasta dishes. Don’t miss the fig cheesecake for dessert.


Mozambican


At popular, family-run Restaurante Cantinho do Aziz (Rua de São Lourenço 5, tel. 218 876 472, www.cantinhodoaziz.com, noon-11pm daily, €15), savor exotic flavors from Mozambique in fare such as samosas, crab curry, and traditional Yuca Malaku and Yuca Miamba curries. The atmosphere is relaxed. Sit inside or on the long outdoor street terrace.


CASTELO


Portuguese


Located inside the São Jorge Castle, S Casa do Leão (Castelo de São Jorge, tel. 218 880 154, www.pousadas.pt, 12:30pm-3pm and 8pm-10:30pm daily, €28) takes advantage of its architectural features, including a vaulted brick ceiling, to create an elegant atmosphere. Its culinary masterpieces are concocted from fresh seasonal ingredients. Seafood cataplana and Portuguese-style steak are highlights. Even more remarkable are the views from the terrace outside, overlooking the city.


Set in a charming former bakery, Leopold (Pátio de Dom Fradique 12, tel. 218 861 697, 7:30pm-11pm Wed-Sun, tasting menu €40) puts an innovative twist on classics in intimate surroundings, with just four tables and an open kitchen. The tasting menu includes fresh, inventive daily dishes like cornbread with lime-infused goat cheese and Azores beef with algae and mizuna. As there is no stove, everything is cooked sous vide.


Part of a famous circus arts school, S Chapitô à Mesa (Costa do Castelo 7, tel. 218 875 077, www.chapito.org, noon-6pm and 7pm-1:30am Mon-Sat, 7pm-1:30am Sun, €25) offers fun, flamboyant cuisine alongside gorgeous views of Lisbon. Choose the snack bar, an alfresco grill terrace, or the elegant restaurant. Menu favorites include grilled shrimp with tropical fruit and pork cheeks with clams and sautéed potatoes.


The traditional tiled facade enhances the cozy chic-vintage interior of Gosta do Castelo (Costa do Castelo 138, tel. 218 870 743, noon-3:30pm and 7pm-11:30pm Wed-Mon, €25), which serves a lovely array of unusual takes on national staples, with a nice selection of wines. Try the Portuguese cheese platter with mango chutney. Entrées include duck magret with apple in port wine. Gosta do Castelo also has a brunch menu and a snack menu.



Café



Adjacent to the main entry to the São Jorge castle, Café Audrey (Rua Santiago 14, tel. 213 941 616, 7:30am-11pm daily, €12) is an eccentric little place with an eclectic menu, serving breakfast, lunch, and dinner dishes ranging from eggs Benedict to Goan curry.


Gourmet


Tradition meets cool at Mercearia Castello Café (Rua das Flores de Santa Cruz, 2, tel. 218 876 111, 10am-8pm daily, €8), a funky little eatery and grocery store. Its wood-clad interior harks back to the old days, and its location at the top of the hill near the castle is second to none. The fresh homemade fare includes quiches, crepes, and sandwiches made from quality regional products—it hits the spot after climbing to the castle.


ALFAMA


Portuguese Tapas


CorkScrew Restaurant & Wine Bar (Rua dos Remédios 95, tel. 215 951 774, www.thecorkscrew.pt, noon-2am Thurs-Sat, 1pm-midnight Sun-Wed, €10) serves great Portuguese tapas of cheeses, cured meats, and fish preserves, accompanied by fantastic Portuguese wines.





[image: image]



1: flaming chouriço sausages; 2: ginjinha cherry liqueur; 3: outdoor café in the Alfama neighborhood





Seafood


Rustic Farol Santa Luzia (Largo de Santa Luzia 5, tel. 218 863 884, 5:30pm-11pm Mon-Sat, €18) is set in an 18th-century building directly opposite the Santa Luzia viewpoint, near São Jorge castle. Menu favorites include octopus salad, shellfish açorda (a soupy bread dish), and pork cataplana with shrimp, clams, and chouriça sausage.


Italian


Canteen-style Restaurante Casanova (Av. Infante Dom Henrique Loja 7, tel. 218 877 532, www.pizzeriacasanova.pt, 12:30pm-1:30am daily, €10) has a privileged riverside location with long tables conducive to sharing the authentic Italian food. Try the wood-oven-baked pizza.


Sushi


Located in an old port building on the Santa Apolónia docks, Bica do Sapato (Av. Infante Dom Henrique Armazém B, Cais da Pedra, Santa Apolónia, tel. 218 810 320, www.bicadosapato.com, 5pm-midnight Mon, noon-midnight Tues-Sat, 12:30pm-4pm Sun, €28) is a cool sushi bar that also specializes in contemporary and traditional Portuguese cuisine.


SÃO VICENTE


One of the city’s oldest and more traditional areas, São Vicente has a more grown-up attitude that is reflected in its restaurants, which offer classic Portuguese and Mediterranean fare and cozy bistro-type eateries.


Bistro


With its exposed stone wall and brick floor, hidden hole-in-the-wall Bistro Gato Pardo (Rua de São Vicente 10, tel. 934 696 871, noon-10pm Fri-Tues, €15) is inviting for a snack, coffee, or a cozy meal. Tasty lamb, risotto with fish, and shrimp dishes are favorites.


Mediterranean


At no-frills hipster hangout Damas (Rua da Voz do Operário, no. 60, tel. 964 964 416, 6pm-2pm Tues-Thurs, 5pm-4am Fri, 7pm-4am Sat, 5pm-midnight Sun, closed Mon, €10), craft beers and excellent food accompany live music. The menu is scribbled on the tile-clad wall and changes daily. Dishes from across the Mediterranean include smoked lamb, almond tagine with falafel, and seitan meatballs. On weekends, DJ sets and live concerts are held in a small back room.


BAIRRO ALTO


Bohemian Bairro Alto might be better known for its nightlife, but it doesn’t disappoint when it comes to restaurants, with a rainbow of international flavors.




Local Specialties


Ask anyone what Lisbon’s most typical dishes are, and you will hear salted codfish (bacalhau), for which the Portuguese claim to have a different recipe for each day of the year, and the ubiquitous pastel de nata custard tart, the national pastry whose home is the famous Pastéis de Belém bakery.


Seafood features heavily on menus throughout the city, with other popular dishes including caldeirada (fish stew), shellfish, and octopus creations. Bite-size snacks like codfish pasty (pastéis de bacalhau), green bean fritters (peixinhos da horta), and codfish fritters (pataniscas de bacalhau) are also popular, available at most restaurants and snack bars to be washed down with a cold beer.


Try a ginjinha cherry liqueur at its home, the historic A Ginjinha bar in the Baixa’s São Domingos Square.





Portuguese Tapas


Located on the doorstep of Bairro Alto in the upscale Prince Real area, small and simple Cantinho Lusitano (Rua dos Prazeres 52, tel. 218 065 185, www.cantinholusitano.com, 7pm-11pm Tues-Sat, €7) is a family-run joint serving up a rainbow of Portuguese tapas. The restaurant also serves as a café and wine bar.


Brewery


One of Portugal’s oldest and most beautiful breweries, bright and bold S Cervejaria Trindade (Rua Nova da Trindade 20C, tel. 213 423 506, www.cervejariatrindade.pt, noon-midnight Sun-Thurs, noon-1am Fri-Sat, €28) dates from the mid-1800s, when it was the choice for writers, poets, and politicians. Its huge medieval banquet rooms can accommodate groups of up to 200. National and international beers are accompanied by a different dish of the day, as well as typical Portuguese fish and meat dishes like steak in beer sauce.


Bistro


Owned by Bosnian celebrity chef Ljubomir Stanisic, refined and peaceful little 100 Maneiras (Rua do Teixeira, tel. 910 918 181, www.100maneiras.com, 7:30pm-2am Mon-Sat, 7:30pm-midnight Sun, €60) serves a creative set nine-course tasting menu based on fresh seasonal produce and typical Portuguese flavors, heavily inspired by the sea. Reservations are recommended.


Seafood


Modern, informal Sea Me (Rua do Loreto 21, tel. 213 461 564, www.peixariamoderna.com. 12:30pm-3:30pm and 7:30pm-midnight Mon-Thurs, 12:30pm-3pm and 7:30pm-1am Fri, 12:30pm-1am Sat, 12:30pm-midnight Sun, €28) pays homage to Lisbon’s fishmongers with seafood purchased from the counter to be cooked in the kitchen, in a fusion of Japanese and Portuguese cuisines.


Moroccan


At welcoming and intimate Flor de Laranja (Rua da Rosa 206, tel. 213 422 996, 7pm-11pm daily, €14), authentic Moroccan food is handmade by the Morocco-born chef, who is also the owner and the waiter. Reservations are required.


Argentinean


Modern meets rustic and meat rules at S La Paparrucha (Rua Dom Pedro V 18/20, tel. 213 425 333, www.lapaparrucha.com, noon-11:30pm Mon-Fri, 12:30pm-11:30pm Sat-Sun, €25), a firm favorite among locals. Almost everything is cooked on an authentic Argentinean grill.



CAIS DO SODRÉ



This waterfront wharf has shed its former seedy image and is now a hip place to eat, drink, and be merry. It’s also the location of hip Pink Street, which makes it a convenient spot to spend an evening.


Gastro Market


To try the best Portuguese cuisine, freshest local produce, and genuine regional delicacies, head to S Time Out Market Lisboa (Av. 24 de Julho 49, tel. 213 951 274, www.timeoutmarket.com, 10am-2am Thurs-Sat, 10am-midnight Sun-Wed, €10-20), which has hundreds of gastronomic goodies under one roof. This trendy food hall includes dozens of restaurants and bars run by vendors; live music adds to the ambience.


Tapas


Located on Cais do Sodré’s famous Pink Street, swanky and minimalistic S Espumantaria do Cais (Rua Nova do Carvalho 39, tel. 213 470 466, 7pm-4am daily, €15) is a marble-clad quayside tapas and champagne bar. Pop open a bottle of bubbly, order a sharing platter like the popular cheeseboard or salmon tacos, and have a wonderful evening with some fizz.


Set in a lofty quayside warehouse, shabby-chic Vestigius Wine & Gin Bar (Cais do Sodré 8, tel. 218 203 320, www.vestigius.pt, noon-7pm Sun-Thurs, noon-1am Fri-Sat, €22) has huge windows and a terrace overlooking the water. A team of young chefs shape innovative flavors into bite-size tapas with Portuguese and Angolan influences. Dishes include calamari with aioli sauce, beef carpaccio, and beef osso buco.


Mexican


Hip and happening Las Ficheras (Rua dos Remolares 34, tel. 213 470 553, www.lasficheras.com, 11am-1am Sun-Thurs, 11am-2am Fri-Sat, €18) provides five-star Mexican food with great cocktails in a warm, welcoming setting.


ESTRELA


Estrela’s culinary scene follows the same feel as the neighborhood: refined and upscale with a pinch of cool.


Market


Lisboetas love to meet at trendy Mercado de Campo de Ourique (Rua Coelho da Rocha 104, tel. 211 323 701, 10am-11pm Sun-Thurs, 10am-1am Fri-Sat, €10-20), a neighborhood gastro market with a buzzing food court that feels both traditional and contemporary. Explore the many different stalls and choose what takes your fancy.


Fine Dining


Each meal at ultra-swanky Loco (Rua Navegantes 53, tel. 213 951 861, www.loco.pt, 7pm-11pm Tues-Sat, €85) is a masterpiece. With two different tasting menus, this culinary experience is twice as nice.


International


Facing parliament, chic XL (Calçada da Estrela 57, tel. 213 956 118, 8pm-late Tues-Sun, €25) attracts a well-heeled crowd with a fusion of international haute cuisine and old-fashioned Portuguese home cooking. Specialties include soufflés, steaks, and “the best cheeseburger on the planet.”


BELÉM


Bakery


No visit to Lisbon is complete without a taste of the humble, iconic pastel de nata custard tart. It can be found throughout Portugal, but Belém is its birthplace. S Pastéis de Belém (Rua Belém 84-92, tel. 213 637 423, www.pasteisdebelem.pt, 8am-midnight daily, €5) started making the delectable tarts in 1837, following a secret recipe from the Jerónimos Monastery. The buttery pastry contains a creamy eggy filling, slightly caramelized top, and a sprinkling of cinnamon. Other fresh-baked sweet and savory treats can be enjoyed in the large seating area, which is always packed full.



PARK OF NATIONS



The modern Park of Nations is home to eateries offering a kaleidoscope of cuisines, most located along the riverfront.


Seafood


As its name indicates, bright Restaurante D’Bacalhau (Rua da Pimenta 45, tel. 218 941 296 or 967 353 663, www.restaurantebacalhau.com, noon-4pm and 7pm-11pm daily, €20) specializes in codfish dishes from across the country, including a platter of four of the most traditional bacalhau concoctions; you can also enjoy a classic fish pasty.


French


Next to Lisbon Casino, on the main Park of Nations Avenue, classy, contemporary Brasserie de L’Entrecote (Alameda dos Oceanos 21101ª, tel. 218 962 220, www.brasserieentrecote.pt, noon-3:30pm and 7pm-midnight daily, €24) specializes in delicious ribs.


Gourmet Fast Food


Chic fast-food joint Honorato Rio (Alameda dos Oceanos, Lote 2, Unit F/G, tel. 932 561 524 or 218 967 207, www.honorato.pt, noon-midnight Sun-Thurs, noon-2am Fri-Sat, €10) boasts the best handmade gourmet burgers in Lisbon.


Nightlife and Entertainment


NIGHTLIFE


Bohemian and cosmopolitan in equal measures, Lisbon’s nightlife has a different vibe in each different part of the city, from giddy Bairro Alto and atmospheric Alfama to the quirky Pink Street in Cais do Sodré and the trendy Park of Nations.


Baixa


In comparison to other parts of Lisbon, and with the exception of peak seasons like summer and Christmas, nightlife in the Baixa is rather tame. It’s more about having a quiet drink at the end of the day than a big night out.


BARS


Home to Portugal’s award-winning ginjinha cherry liqueur, A Ginjinha (Largo São Domingos 8, tel. 218 145 374, 9am-10pm daily) is a historic hole-in-the-wall serving tiny glasses of the sweet drink over its sticky slab of marble bar-top. Ginjinha is served as a shot, with a cherry in the glass if you ask. Soft drinks and beer are also available. This place is standing room only and crowded.


The swanky terrace of Hotel Mundial Rooftop Bar & Lounge (Praça Martim Moniz 2, tel. 218 842 000, www.hotel-mundial.pt, 6:30pm-12:30am daily) has stunning views. During the warmer months, it is a fashionable in-crowd hangout, popular for sunset parties. The views over Lisbon’s downtown are worth a visit, but drinks are pricey, and the terrace can get crowded.


Alfama


Enjoy dinner and a show with spellbinding fado. Restaurants are intimate and offer traditional Portuguese dining. Many fado houses have a minimum fee that covers dinner and the show. It is customary for spectators to be silent while melodic fado is being sung, out of respect for the fadista (singer) and the accompanying musicians. With livelier songs, however, guests and even the staff join in. Reservations are strongly recommended.


TOP EXPERIENCE


FADO


Family-run Sr. Fado de Alfama (Rua dos Remédios 176, tel. 218 874 298, www.sr-fado.com, 7:30pm-midnight Wed-Sun, €25) belongs to fadista Ana Marina and is a cultural mainstay, with good traditional Portuguese food and a healthy dose of fado. Intimate, arabesque-styled São Miguel d’Alfama (Largo de São Miguel, tel. 968 554 422, www.saomigueldalfama.com, 7pm-midnight daily, €25) is famous for its fado and traditional Portuguese food.


Typical Portuguese food is served in a cozy and informal setting with great fado at Restaurante Dragão de Alfama (Rua de Guilherme Braga 8, tel. 218 867 737, 7pm-2am daily, €20), near the Santo Estêvão viewpoint. Parreirinha de Alfama (Bico Espírito Santo 1, tel. 218 868 209, www.parreirinhadealfama.com, 8pm-1am Tues-Sun, €25), a former charcoal warehouse, is a mecca for live fado and good food. Try the arroz de tamboril (monkfish rice), a house specialty.


In the heart of Alfama, behind an unremarkable exterior, famous Clube de Fado (Rua de São João Praça 86-94, tel. 218 852 704, www.clube-de-fado.com, 8pm-2am daily, €30) serves excellent Portuguese cuisine to the sound of the Portuguese guitar accompanying the fadista. It has a warm, romantic, and almost mystic atmosphere.


An authentic, classic fado dinner haunt, tiny tavern A Baiuca (Rua São Miguel 20, tel. 218 867 284, 7:30pm-11:30pm Thurs-Mon, €25 minimum pp includes dinner, drinks, and dessert) serves tasty home-cooked Portuguese fare on long tables where patrons sit snugly together. The convivial atmosphere is conducive to a great evening enjoying the magic of fado and new friends.



S Bairro Alto



A quaint and traditional part of Lisbon that is sleepy during the day, bohemian Bairro Alto comes to life at night. The cobbled streets are packed with people and cool nightspots ranging from chic wine bars to historic fado houses and renowned jazz clubs.


BARS


One of Bairro Alto’s best-known bars, Majong (Rua da Atalaia 3, tel. 915 214 803, 6pm-2am Mon-Fri, 6pm-3am Sat-Sun) is a favorite among the younger arty crowd, with a cool boho-chic interior where smoking is allowed. Classy cocktail bar Double 9 (Rua da Misericórdia 78, tel. 212 481 480, afternoon-late daily), in a funky boutique hotel, is sophisticated yet laid-back.


Take a trip back in time at Pavilhão Chinês (Rua Dom Pedro V 89, tel. 213 424 729, 6pm-2am daily), a sumptuously upholstered tearoom with a web of nooks and crannies spread over five rooms. The walls and cabinets of this popular hangout, converted from a grocery store, are filled with a vast private collection of shiny treasures and relics: mugs, plates, books, and ancient maps. Besides more than 40 different types of tea, the Pavilhão Chinês (which translates as Chinese Pavilion) also serves wine, beers, cocktails, and liquors.


WINE BARS


The Old Pharmacy (Rua do Diário de Notícias 73, tel. 920 230 989, 5:30pm-midnight daily) is a quirky bar that offers a wide selection of wines by the glass or bottle. Wine bottles now fill the cabinets that were once stocked with medicines. Dim lighting and wine-barrel tables add to the allure. Iberian-rustic Artis (Rua do Diário de Notícias 95, tel. 213 424 795, 5:30pm-2am Sun and Tues-Thurs, 5:30pm-3am Fri-Sat) is the ideal place for long conversations over wine, cheese, and tapas.


Directly opposite the romantic São Pedro de Alcântara viewpoint and housed in an 18th-century palace, Solar do Vinho do Porto (Rua São Pedro de Alcântara 45, tel. 213 475 707, 11am-midnight Mon-Fri, 3pm-midnight Sat, glasses from €2) is run by the Port Wine Institute. It showcases more than 300 different types of port, many of which can be sampled by the glass, including rarer vintages that date as far back as 1937.


JAZZ CLUBS


Partake in some foot-tapping at Páginas Tantas (Rua do Diário de Notícias 85, tel. 966 249 005, 8:30am-2am Mon-Thurs, 8:30am-3am Fri-Sat, 8:30am-midnight Sun), a popular jazz bar with live music. The instrument-themed decor and portraits of jazz greats give the club a colorful, contemporary vibe. Rising and established musicians jam live nightly on a little stage in the corner.


TOP EXPERIENCE


FADO


Founded in 1947, O Faia (Rua da Barroca 54-56, tel. 213 426 742, www.ofaia.com, 8pm-2am Mon-Sat, minimum €50) is a famed fado house with a cult following; it hosts nightly shows and has a restaurant that serves traditional Portuguese cuisine with a contemporary twist.


Unlike other fado venues, Tasca do Chico (Rua do Diario de Noticias 39, tel. 965 059 670 or 961 339 696, 7pm-3am daily) is more of a fado bar than a restaurant. Dim lighting in this tiny tavern enhances the atmospheric experience. Drinks and typical Portuguese tapas, such as plates of cured meats, are served. There is no minimum consumption fee, but it’s cash only.


Cais do Sodré


Created through a clever urban renewal project, the Pink Street project has taken a part of town that once was a red-light district and turned it into one of the hippest hangouts in Lisbon, with varying ambience along a short, colorful stretch.


BARS AND PUBS


The traditional Irish pub Hennessy’s (Cais do Sodré 32-38, tel. 213 462 467, 11am-2am Sun-Thurs, 11am-4am Fri-Sat) offers live music and sports coverage in a warm and welcoming atmosphere. Quero-te no Cais (Rua dos Remolares 41, tel. 213 425 309, 8am-4am Mon-Fri, 10pm-4am Sat) is small and friendly, with a big alfresco drinking area to enjoy.


A former inn that once rented rooms to sailors and ladies of the night, Pensão Amor (Rua do Alecrim 19, tel. 213 143 399, www.pensaoamor.pt, 2pm-3am Sun-Wed, 2pm-4am Thurs-Sat) is now a lively and bohemian hangout. Jamaica (Rua Nova do Carvalho 6, tel. 213 421 859, www.jamaica.com.pt, midnight-6am Tues-Sat, women free, men minimum about €8), one of Lisbon’s best-known bars, is the place to go to drink and dance. It’s not huge, so the dance floor can get crowded, but the DJs play a mix of ’70s, ’80s, rock, and current hits.
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