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About this book


This reference library of over 1000 mini works of art, in a range of styles and a myriad carefully organized subjects is a source of inspiration for tattoo artists or for anyone browsing for a foray into ink.


Introduction (see pages 8–17)


Tattoo artist and Instagram star Rebecca Vincent introduces us to the world of tiny tattoos, describes her experiences of working as a tattooist and discusses what to consider when getting a tattoo. A placement guide reveals the parts of the body with the highest pain thresholds and which spots are best to prevent the artwork from dropping out, fading or blurring.


The Tattoo Directory (see pages 18–187)


The directory is organized into 11 easy-to-understand categories, such as Animals, Nature, Travel, Symbols and Food, and includes tips and advice from Rebecca about the symbology and origin of the designs.
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Anchors symbolize stability and the idea of being grounded.
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no. 496 Love travel


no. 500 Paper plane
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no. 512 Mountain pass
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no. 504


no. 513 World travel
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HOLIDAY FUN


Whether you prefer a holiday that involves sailing, walking, skiing, snowboarding or the beach, you will find a design on these pages to inspire you.


96


97


Content is organized into categories and subcategories.


Modern photography showcases the tattoos in situ. 


Tattoos are numbered and named.


Potential pairings are provided to show complementary designs for all or specific tattoos on this page.


Interspersed throughout the directory are interviews with top tattoo artists.


Astronomy


no. 521 Smiling star


no. 529 Comet


Stars


no. 522 Angry star


no. 530 Shining star


no. 523 Shooting star


no. 531 Detailed stars


no. 532 Graphic star


no. 524 Constellation


no. 528 Star cluster


no. 525 Sad star


no. 526 Crying star


no. 527 Upset star


This comet design creates an opportunity for some lovely shading.


potential pairings 


no. 1033


no. 535


no. 344


Crystal ball


Alien


Unicorn


102


103


Shooting for the Stars


Ella Bell


ELLA BELL


Artium Ink, Exeter Instagram @ellabelltattoo Facebook Ella Bell Tattoo ellabelltattoo.bigcartel.com


‘I LOVE BEING PART OF SOMEONE’S PATH IN FEELING MORE AT HOME 


IN THEIR SKIN.’ 


Ella Bell, a tattoo artist


based in Exeter, Devon,


became interested in tattooing


as a teenager and had her first


tattoo – a little circle – at age 15.


Realizing that she would like


to be a tattoo artist herself, Ella


found an apprenticeship at a


supportive studio in Plymouth.


She believes tiny tattoos are a


great starting point for people


who are nervous about the


process – for her, they ‘can be


as beautiful and powerful as


large-scale tattoos’. Ella advises


people considering a tattoo to


research artists with a style


they love and to travel to 


them if necessary. As she


points out, ‘A tattoo will be 


with you forever, so I think 


it’s worthwhile!’ 


 Ella has various artistic


influences, including Gothic,


Renaissance and medieval art;


the decorative motifs found in


architecture and textiles; and


the patterns seen in traditional


and tribal tattoos. She finds


further inspiration in old fairy


tale illustrations, woodcuts,


religious iconography, magic


and occult symbolism, and


botanical and scientific


drawings, as well as in the 


work of other tattoo artists. 


 Ella loves making a living


through art, enjoying the sense


of purpose it brings and the


opportunity it provides to


grow as an artist. As she says,


‘Marking someone’s skin is a


privilege and it’s an honour


to be involved in such an


exchange of trust.’ 


Favourite designs and techniques


Ella loves ornamental,


botanical and illustrative


designs. For small tattoos, she


focuses on ornamental pieces 


that incorporate patterns


of dots, stars, crosses and


teardrops. Recurring motifs


such as crescent moons, nude


forms, flowers and leaves


also feature heavily in her


work. For Ella, learning new


techniques and experimenting


with different styles of line


and shading are what make


tattooing so enjoyable. 


 To create a bespoke tattoo


for a client, Ella makes a pencil


sketch first, then traces over


this in pen when she is happy


with the composition. She


prefers not to send images


of the design to the client


because, as she explains,


‘I always allow time at the


beginning of the appointment


for my client and I to go over


the design together and make


any necessary changes,


adjust the size so it fits their


body, or do some freehand


work if it is suitable for the


piece. I find this a lot more


fruitful and enjoyable than


going back and forth with


the design over email.’


88


89
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Introduction


Is


tarted tattooing around seven years ago in Leeds.


I had always been a huge fan of tattoos and I started getting my own when I was twenty. The whole process fascinated me. Never in my wildest dreams did I believe that this would be my job. After the birth of my daughter, I started drawing again. I hadn’t done so since college, and any spare time I had would be spent sketching. This led me to a studio called Nostalgia, which is where I began my career. 


Ever since I was a little


girl, I would take my inspiration from nature and I transferred this into my tattooing style. I would say that my tattoos are quite illustrative and delicate, which attracts a lot of


first-timers.


 One of the best bits of my job is meeting a


wide range of people. A tattoo can be a very cathartic experience for the customer, and I have had some of the most interesting conversations. It’s never boring, I can tell you!


REBECCA VINCENT


Tattoo artist at


Parliament Tattoo, London Instagram @rebecca_vincent_tattoo


8









@rebecca_vincent_tattoo











[image: image]





9









[image: image]





Introduction


Thinking about getting a tiny tattoo? 


THERE ARE MANY REASONS WHY SMALLER TATTOOS ARE POPULAR. EVEN A PERSON WHO IS COVERED IN LARGER PIECES OF ARTWORK WILL HAVE A SMALL TATTOO, OR SIX, ON THEIR BODY. 


The idea of getting tattooed can be an incredibly daunting experience for some. It is a complete unknown and, let’s be honest, they hurt! More often than not, if someone is considering starting this tattoo journey, they opt for something small. I cannot tell you how many times I’ve tattooed something tiny on someone for their first and they’ve come back to me for more. It is true what they say, it is very addictive. In my experience, a lot of the small tattoos have very personal meanings. I have tattooed loved ones’ handwriting and initials. One very memorable time 
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a customer wanted dots on
her body to represent where
her mother had received
chemotherapy. It is a great
honour to do these, because
it can help the customer
through a difficult time.
Sometimes people
want what they want,
just because. I have had
customers turning a certain
age and wanting to mark
this occasion by getting a
tattoo. The design is usually
very personal to them and
can be absolutely anything,
from something that
represents their hobbies,
to their favourite food.
Another reason people
like a smaller tattoo is that
it can be hidden easily.
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