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Christmas isn’t a season. It’s a feeling.


—Edna Ferber
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One of the most glorious messes in the world is the mess created in the living room on Christmas Day.



—Andy Rooney















INTRO



When the days grow shorter and the weather cools, anticipation of the holidays begins. It truly is a wonderful time of year, made more wonderful by our favorite songs playing on the airwaves and on our turntables. Beloved seasonal tunes conjure all sorts of extra feelings within us: warmth, coziness, happiness, expectation, optimism, and nostalgia. The albums we turn to year after year become close friends, made extra special in part because we only hear them for a few weeks, but also because, over time, we listen to these classics through decades of personal holiday moments.


Popular American Christmas music got its big start during the Great Depression in the 1930s and found commercial success during World War II with the likes of Bing Crosby’s hit “White Christmas.” The book you now hold in your mittens spans from Crosby’s landmark 1949 release (LPs, or long-playing albums, first appeared in 1948) all the way to 2021. The fact that LPs are still so popular, and that both past and recent albums can be included here (because they’re being pressed on vinyl in huge quantities again), is its own kind of miracle. That your grandpa and grandma’s favorites like Peggy Lee and the Beach Boys are available for young listeners is not only testimony to these albums’ staying power but also proof of the medium.


There is just something about vinyl records and craft cocktails that go together. Much of the appeal is that both are tactile experiences; there’s the feel of the sleeve, the pop of the record, the crackling of the ice, the drop of the needle, the stirring, the shaking, the flipping, the first sip, the hisses and pops. Sure, this is all how cocktails and vinyl sound and taste, but also, on a more basic level, what’s significant is how they make us feel. Audiophiles like to talk about music on vinyl in terms of warmth and presence, citing the fact that music on wax is simply more alive. So here’s a thought: If putting a record on and enjoying accompanying drinks gives us warm fuzzies any time of year, how much more profound is the experience during the heightened sensations around the holiday season? Welcome to Booze & Vinyl: Holiday Edition—the sparkling, dashing, snowflakes-on-eyelashes version.
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK



This is a companion to Booze & Vinyl and Booze & Vinyl Vol. 2; it features forty-five of the greatest holiday albums produced from 1949 to 2021. The records are organized chronologically within three chapters: Rock the Halls, Warm & Fuzzy, and Jazzy & Classical. Every album is paired with a Side A and Side B cocktail to provide a complete auditory and gustatory experience. To assist you in having the best holiday listening sessions imaginable, there are occasional suggestions for each LP under “When to Spin.” Want a tree-trimming party? See Gwen Stefani’s album You Make It Feel Like Christmas (here). A holiday brunch? Spin a little Justin Bieber (here). Additionally, there are a few holiday food recipes sprinkled throughout the book. And if you would like a brushup on your cocktailing skills, information on making great drinks can be found here.


A NOTE ON CHRISTMAS ALBUM AVAILABILITY ON VINYL


Some classic holiday albums were never pressed to wax, or if they were, they’re nearly impossible to find now. Sadly, this includes records by Harry Connick Jr., NSYNC, Kylie Minogue, Destiny’s Child, Ashanti, and Elton John. Likewise, the Chieftains’ star-studded Bells of Dublin is not available on viny. Further, Ariana Grande and Taylor Swift have recorded popular holiday songs, but so far these have not been packaged as long-playing albums.














THE HOLIDAY BAR


Because the holidays are a busy time for entertaining guests, it’s best to bulk up on bar staples. A few general suggestions are found here. In addition, there are a number of items that are specific to the holiday bar. Below is a helpful list of ingredients you may want to keep stocked for any impromptu carolers who may drop by.
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• Cocoa


• Coffee


• Cider


• Ginger beer


• Cranberry juice


• Heavy cream


• Brown sugar


• Maple syrup


• Vanilla extract


• Black tea


QUICK DRINKS GUIDE


This is not an exhaustive list of the drinks in this book. It’s simply a guide to get your sled headed in the desired direction.


Seasonal Sparklers


Toy Shop (here)


Lil’ Christmas Coupe (here)


You, Baby (here)


Twinkling Lights (here)


Holy Light (here)


(Under the) Mistletoe (here)


Be My Holiday (here)


Wrapped in Red (here)


Gratia Plena (here)


Troubles Will Be Bubbles (here)


Glad Tidings (here)


Season’s Reasons (here)


Nutcracker (here)


Spirited Sippers


Dream from Yesterday (here)


Santa Baby (here)


Long Road Back (here)


What Mary Knew (here)


Sounding Joy (here)


Chestnut Old-Fashioned (here)


Bad Brother (here)


Starlight (here)


Let It Snow (here)


Cool Yule (here)


Dreamy & Creamy


Winter Wonderland (here)


Better Not Cry (here)


Kissing Claus (here)


Chillin’ Like a Snowman (here)


Russian Pumpkin (here)


Sleigh Ride (here)


Frozen Snow (here)


Feliz Navidad (here)


Mr. Kringle (here)


Party Punches


Unite the Whole World (here)


All These Things and More (here)


Ismas Day (here)


Trim My Tree (here)


Puppies Are Forever (here)


Olden Times and Ancient Rhymes (here)


Cheer Cup (here)


Winter Warmers


Angels in the Snow (here)


Mall Santa (here)


Shepherd’s Watch (here)


Long River (here)


Strong Skating (here)


Kiss Goodnight (here)
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Put a little pep in your step with these holiday albums that will rock your stockings off. This chapter is ideal for those times when you want to be a little extra merry and groove under the mistletoe.


From Phil Spector’s monumental (and often-copied) masterpiece to CeeLo Green’s magic romp through holiday classics, these are LPs that will kick-start a holiday dance party. Find yourself sipping an addictive Marshmallow World (here), but be careful not to spill the elegant Twinkling Lights (here).


Want energy without too much gusto? Put the needle down on Jacob Miller’s reggae opus and enjoy some island vibes. Need extra cheer? Cheap Trick brings the holiday humor. Simply want to float away on an ethereal sonic wave? The Beach Boys bring the harmonies. All the high spirits will give you the momentum you need to whip up a batch of gingerbread cookies (here) or a round of superlative rum balls (here).


There are classics here for any occasion, whether you’re hosting a festive celebration or dancing by yourself around the tree. It’s a wonderful time of year!


Merry Christmas (1958) | Johnny Mathis A Christmas Gift for You from Phil Spector (1963) | Phil Spector & Darlene Love


The Beach Boys’ Christmas Album (1964) | The Beach Boys A Soulful Christmas (1968) | James Brown


Christmas Album (1970) | The Jackson 5 Elvis Sings the Wonderful World of Christmas (1971) | Elvis Presley


Motown Christmas (1973) | Various Natty Christmas (1978) | Jacob Miller


A Very Special Christmas (1987) | Various Merry Christmas (1994) | Mariah Carey


Home for Christmas (2008) | Sheryl Crow Christmas in the Heart (2009) | Bob Dylan


Under the Mistletoe (2011) | Justin Bieber Cee Lo’s Magic Moment (2012) | CeeLo Green


Wrapped in Red (2013) | Kelly Clarkson You Make It Feel Like Christmas (2017) | Gwen Stefani


Christmas Christmas (2017) | Cheap Trick Everyday Is Christmas (2017) | Sia


A Holly Dolly Christmas (2020) | Dolly Parton
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