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WELCOME…


TO


ANCIENT 


EGYPT.
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HI. NAME'S 


MANETHO, BUT 


 


YOU CAN CALL  



ME MANNY. 



 


THIS HUMAN IS 


DRAWING ME. 


EXCUSE 


 


ME A 


MOMENT.


UM… WELL… ERM. 


VERY… 


 


FLATTERING.



 


 


HUMANS NEED 


A LITTLE HELP FROM 


US ANIMALS. YOU MIGHT 


NEED HELP NOW, FINDING 


 


WHERE ANCIENT  



EGYPT IS… 


IT’S… IT’S…
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ANCIENT EGYPT 


IS HERE, IN NORTH 


AFRICA. HISTORIANS 


DIVIDE IT INTO TWO 


 


PARTS: UPPER EGYPT  



ON THE BOTTOM AND 


LOWER EGYPT ON 


 


THE TOP…


CONFUSING, 


HUH? GUESS WHO 


CAME UP WITH THAT? 


 


THAT’S RIGHT. HUMANS.  



SEE WHAT I MEAN? 


THAT’S WHY WE DECIDED IT WAS 


 


TIME THE ANIMALS GOT INVOLVED 


– WE’RE HERE TO TELL YOU THE 


REALREAL HISTORY OF 



ANCIENT EGYPT.
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I LIVE 


HERE 


IN THE 


TEMPLE OF 


THOTH.



HERE IS


 


THE BIG GUY. 


THOTH. GOD 


OF WRITING, 


SCIENCE AND 


MAGIC. 


I’M A SACRED 


IBIS, A LIVING 


INCARNATION


 OF THOTH. 


ONE OF 


THE GOD’S 


REPRESENTATIVES 


ON EARTH! 


I KNOW A 


THING OR TWO 


ABOUT ANCIENT 


EGYPT, AND IT’S 


TIME TO SET 


THE HUMANS 


STRAIGHT.


GOOD 


 


LOOKING  



FELLA IF  



YOU ASK  



ME.
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For example, just how ancient is 


ancient? Well, Egypt is one of the 


very first human civilisations. It was 


formed over five thousand years ago. 


T


HAT’


S


 


O


LD. Older than your parents. Older 



than your grandparents. It’s so old that a 


few woolly mammoths still roamed the earth. 


Though I don’t think they would have enjoyed 


Egypt’s hot weather. 


EXCUSE ME, I MIGHT BE 


LOST. IS THIS SIBERIA?
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IN FACT, IF YOU HAD A RELATIVE 


 


BACK THEN, THEY WOULD BE YOUR 


GREAT-GREAT-GREAT-GREAT…


HOURS LATER 



… GREAT-GREAT-GREAT-


GREAT-GRANDPARENT.


 


HOW GREAT IS THAT?!


ANYWAY, 



IT’S A LITTLE 


COMPLICATED, 


BUT HISTORIANS 


SPLIT ANCIENT 


EGYPT ROUGHLY 


INTO THREE TIME 


PERIODS BROKEN 


UP BY DYNASTIES 


(A LINE OF ROYAL 


RULERS).
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EACH PERIOD HAD ITS OWN CULTURE, ART AND 


FASHION. AND EVEN WAYS OF BURYING THE DEAD! 


WHICH THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS WERE PRETTY INTO.


IN THE ‘OLD KINGDOM’, 


KINGS, KNOWN AS 


PHARAOHS, WERE BURIED 



IN GRAND PYRAMIDS LIKE 


THESE AT GIZA.


Dates: 2686-2150 BCE 



Dynasties: 3rd-6th


No. of pharaohs: 


around 26


IN THE ‘MIDDLE KINGDOM’, 


PHARAOHS HID THEIR TOMBS 


SO GRAVE-ROBBERS COULDN’T 


STEAL THE TREASURES THEY 


WANTED TO TAKE WITH THEM 


TO THE AFTERLIFE. 


Dates: 2046-1794 BCE 



Dynasties: 11th-12th


No. of pharaohs: 


around 11


AND FINALLY, THIS IS THE  



PLACE TO BE FOR DEAD KINGS 


AND QUEENS OF THE ‘NEW KINGDOM’: 


THE VALLEY OF THE KINGS. DOZENS 


OF PHARAOHS ARE BURIED HERE. 


Dates: 1550–1069 


B


CE


Dynasties: 18th–20th


No. of pharaohs: 


around 33
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AND THEN THERE ARE 


 


THE INTERMEDIATE PERIODS, 


PRE-DYNASTIC PERIODS AND 


LATE PERIODS TOO.


THREE THOUSAND YEARS OF 


HISTORY IS A LOT TO GET 


YOUR HEAD AROUND!


AND AS FOR PHARAOHS, 


OH BOY. DID YOU KNOW THERE 


WERE SEVEN CLEOPATRAS? 


AND ELEVEN RAMESSES? 


BUT WE’RE GOING TO 


 


TALK ABOUT THE REALLY GOOD  



STUFF, LIKE BABOON GUARDS,  



MUMMIFIED CATS AND SACRED  



POOP-PUSHERS. 


HOW DO I 


KNOW ALL THIS? 


WELL, LUCKILY, 


HUMANS HAVE 


BEEN WRITING 


IT DOWN. 
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THESE SYMBOLS 


ARE CALLED 


HIEROGLYPHS.


   



EACH ONE 


REPRESENTS A 


WORD OR IDEA. 


TOGETHER, THEY 


MAKE SENTENCES. 


BUT LOTS OF 


 


THE TEXTS HAVE 


BEEN LOST OR


DESTROYED…


HUMANS WRITE DOWN 


EVERYTHING: LISTS OF KINGS, 


STORIES, SHOPPING LISTS.


 BUT SOMETIMES WE CAN’T 


 


TELL IF THESE EVENTS  



REALLY HAPPENED… 


OR WERE JUST 


MADE UP.















ANIMALS WERE VERY 


IMPORTANT TO ANCIENT EGYPTIANS. 


EVEN THEIR GODS WERE ANIMALS WITH 


HUMAN BODIES (ALTHOUGH THEY PROBABLY 


WOULD SAY THEY’RE HUMANS WITH ANIMAL HEADS).
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LUCKILY, WE DON’T HAVE TO 


RELY ON YOU HUMANS. ANIMALS 


WERE THERE TOO.


BUT MAYBE 


I’M GETTING 


A LITTLE 


AHEAD OF 



MYSELF. 


WHERE 


 


BETTER 


TO START 


THAN THE 


BEGINNING…















16


PEOPLE ARGUE 


ABOUT WHEN THE 


EGYPTIAN CIVILISATION 


BEGAN. BUT WE DO KNOW 


THAT AROUND 3100 


BCEBCE, 



UPPER AND LOWER EGYPT 


BECAME UNIFIED UNDER 


ONE KING: PHARAOH 



NARMER.



THIS WAS THE 


START OF EGYPT AS 


WE KNOW IT – AN AGE 


OF MYTH AND HISTORY. 


BUT IT’S NOT ALWAYS 


EASY FOR HISTORIANS TO 


TELL THE DIFFERENCE 


BETWEEN THE TWO.















17


NOW A ROYAL 


FALCON AND A 


MYSTERIOUS CREATURE 


ARE GOING TO TELL US 


THEIR VERSIONS OF HOW 


EGYPT BEGAN. ONE IS THE 


MYTH, ONE IS HISTORY, 


SO YOU’LL HAVE TO 



DECIDE WHICH IS 


WHICH…
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Hierakonpolis – around 3100 



B


CE – Pharaoh Narmer’s big day



TODAY IS THE BIG DAY!  



NO ONE WILL RUIN THE  



PHARAOH’S CORONATION  



WHILE I’M ON GUARD.


NO INTRUDER 


SHALL ESCAPE 


 


MY GAZE…  


WHAT IS 


THAT?


WAIT… 
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AN 


INTRUDER! 


MOVING TO 


INTERCEPT!
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ARE YOU 


OK?


NEVER MIND THAT. I’M IN 


 


CHARGE HERE! I’LL HAVE NO 


FUNNY BUSINESS DURING 


 


THE CORONATION!


HI–YAH!


AND 


YOU’RE – 


YOU’RE… 


WELL, I DON’T KNOW 


WHAT YOU ARE! 


ThatThat is a Set–animal or ‘sha’‘sha’. They appear in 



Egyptian art. They’re kinda like a combination of 


dog and jackal and anteater, but I’ve never seen 


any of those with a forked tail.


I JUST


WONDERED


WHAT ALL THE


NOISE WAS ABOUT. 


A CORONATION, 


YOU SAY? 
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