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INTRODUCTION:



WHY TRAVEL FOR BEER?


There are definite advantages to writing about beer for a living. There’s the beer, of course: lots of it, if you’re doing your job right. There are the people you meet, who number among the most dedicated and yet still relaxed and amiable folk I have ever encountered. And there’s the fact that what you do for work – visiting breweries, going to beer festivals, checking out beer bars – most people do just for fun.


Most of all, though, there is the travel.


From the moment I was old enough to comprehend the joy inherent in the discovery of something or some place new, I have been an ardent traveller. In my twenties, I dedicated my first efforts to exploring Canada, the land of my birth; then I ventured into the neighbouring United States, followed by Europe in my mid-thirties. As I grew older still, I journeyed throughout the balance of the world, from São Paulo to Bangkok.


I undertook much of this voyaging hither and thither in the pursuit of great beer, of course – which, as noted above, was and remains a vocation as well as a pleasure for me. For others, however, specifically those not employed in the discovery and evaluation of beer and bars and brewing, a broader issue arises. As my father asked when I first told him about this book: “With so much beer available at home, why would anyone want to travel for it?”


It’s a fair question, and one to which I think there are a number of responses.


To begin with, there is discovery. While it is true that today’s economy permits the broader distribution of beers previously available in only their home markets, as well as the local re-creation of styles that survived only in small pockets of the world as little as a decade ago, those remain slightly diminished, sometimes even hollow, experiences. Or, at least, that is how they seem when compared with the pleasures of, say, drinking a gueuze in a Brussels café alongside a plate of bread, cheese and radishes; enjoying an altbier in a Düsseldorf brewery pub; or unearthing a speakeasy-style brewpub in a strictly residential Buenos Aires neighbourhood.


Discoveries like these and many others are where I would suggest beer lays claim to its true sense of place, and you need to travel to experience them.


Next, there is engagement. In this era of heightened social, cultural and gastronomic awareness, the ability to travel near or far to experience how others live, eat and drink is a glorious opportunity. Since beer is very often the gateway to social understanding – the clichéd but very real “getting to know each other over a beer” – it only makes sense to use a shared interest in ale and lager as a means to making the world a slightly more friendly and understanding place.


Education, of course, figures, in both discovery and engagement, but I think also deserves mention on its own, since the old chestnut about travel broadening the mind remains as valid today as it was when it was first coined. In my travels for beer, I have learned about beer, naturally, but I have also gained knowledge in any number of diverse fields, from religion (while visiting monastic breweries) to cuisine (at beer-focused restaurants and gastronomically inclined brewpubs) to social history (almost everywhere I go).


Lastly, and perhaps most obviously, it’s about the beer. Because no matter how great your beer might be at home, I can guarantee that there is even greater beer, almost as great beer or differently great beer being brewed and served almost anywhere you might wish to travel. With the expansion of craft brewing now extending to almost every corner of the globe, even the most obscure locales may now yield remarkable beer experiences, a great many of which are detailed on the following pages.


So that’s the why of travel for beer. In the next section I’ll offer a few tips on the how, so just before we get started, here are a few words about the what.


The 101 beer experiences detailed in this book are culled from my 27 years of covering beer around the world. Most are more recent experiences and all have been thoroughly cross-referenced prior to publication, but there is still a chance that a few of the breweries, bars, restaurants and festivals detailed and recommended will have shut down, changed, been purchased, altered their hours or otherwise undergone significant alteration by the time you read this. Therefore, I strongly encourage you to double-check the information provided before embarking on your beer travels.


Further, because I haven’t been quite everywhere (at least not yet), I have invited a few of my most beer-knowledgeable friends to contribute their experiences to these pages as well. And so, mixed in among my own recollections, you will find essays by my Best Beers/Pocket Beer Book and World Atlas of Beer co-author Tim Webb, leading Australian beer writer Matt Kirkegaard and Irish beer-blogging stalwart John “The Beer Nut” Duffy. My profound thanks to each of them for their invaluable contributions.


Now, let’s get travelling!


A PRIMER FOR BEER TOURISTS


It is a dedicated beer aficionado who is willing to rise at 6am to line up in the cold for a couple of precious bottles of limited-edition beer. It is an even more committed soul who is up for driving across a state line or two to partake in that same line-up.


Then there are the truly devoted, those who will book vacation time, board a plane, possibly disrupt family schedules and cross oceans for beer. It is for this last class, or rather those who might aspire to join their ranks – my kindred souls, in a way – that this book has been written.
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The world boasts greater beer variety today than ever before…
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Butthe best places to drink them are still local bars and brewery taps








OK, I’M IN.



WHEN DO WE GET STARTED?


The successful beer trip begins weeks, even months, before departure. Because with beer, as with most focused travel, the devil can often lie in the details.


Once you have decided upon your destination, it is imperative to get started with your planning as soon as possible, beginning with your hotel choice. Got a brewery you really want to visit? It might make sense, then, to book a room somewhere nearby or even, as is sometimes the case, adjacent to or above the brewery itself. Want to end your nights at a famous beer bar? Balance the cost of cab fare against the extra you may need to pay for a location convenient to said bar. And it goes without saying that being able to walk back and forth from your hotel to a beer festival is, if not quite priceless, then at least damn close to it.


And about those beer bars, breweries and festivals: research them as well. But bear in mind that the research you should be doing might not be the research you think you need to be doing.


The beer rating and “ticking” sites – ratebeer.com, beeradvocate.com and Untappd being chief among them – cover much more than beers; most also take the measure of bars, pubs, breweries, events… basically anything connected to beer. And while they can be helpful in certain areas, such as addresses and phone numbers, or for scouting out places of genuine mass appeal, they can also grant top rankings to operations with high “wow” factors rather than those of consistent quality, or bestow great praise upon a place that has been coasting on its laurels for perhaps a bit too long.


In particular, when it comes to beer bars, I have found in my experience that raters frequently prize quantities of taps and bottles over general desirability and hospitality. In other words, simply put, do you want one hundred choices in a grungy sports bar or a few dozen well-selected options in a genuinely convivial locale? For me, it is always the latter.


Fortunately, wherever a beer destination exists these days, there are usually a couple or even several local experts: frequently people with books or blogs coving their patches. In my planning, I regularly look for such individuals – many of whom you will find in the acknowledgements section at the end of this book – always keeping a sharp eye on the date of publication of their latest commentary. I’ll even cross-reference their thoughts with those of non-beer specialist travel writers, albeit usually with one eye also on the rating sites.
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Beer and food pairing is part of the whole experience








IT’S TRAVEL TIME:



LET’S GET READY


As much as I appreciate being nimble when I travel, I also like to bring along a few books and bottles to use as thank-yous for people who have helped me out in advance, or who may help me along the way, so relying solely on carry-on luggage is usually a non-starter. My compromise is a lightweight, mid-sized suitcase packed as efficiently as possible. If you’re a carry-on-only type, remember that T-shirts and assorted brewery memorabilia can also make appreciated gifts.


While we’re on the subject of clothing, my advice is to avoid making brewery and beer-logoed garb your go-to attire. As craft beer becomes more appreciated around the world, as it has long been in traditional beer countries like Belgium, it has increasingly found its way into more upscale restaurants and bars, including many that can provide highly memorable travel experiences. But to get into such places, you will need more than a T-shirt and shorts, so nicer clothes are definitely recommended additions to the wardrobe, especially when travelling around continental Europe and particularly Asia.


Remember, too, that first impressions are also often lasting ones, so if you’d rather not be treated like a stereotypical tourist, it’s best not to dress like one. And however unlikely it has become in this day and age, bear in mind that any airline upgrade is going to go to the better-dressed ticket-holder ten times out of ten.
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On a street in Hanoi, barrels of bia hoì lie waiting to be transported to local restaurants








ON THE GROUND:



GENERAL TIPS AND TRICKS


First off, forget your brewery obsession. Sure, some breweries qualify as definite “must-sees”, such as Cantillon in Brussels, Belgium; others provide an all-encompassing beer experience, like Spinnakers in Victoria, British Columbia. But if it is the beer culture of a city you’re after, bars are much more the way to go. Scout out the good ones, talk to the bartenders and servers, connect with the locals. Even if it conflicts with what your research has shown, at least consider following the advice of those you meet. This philosophy has led me to some of the most remarkable places I’ve visited on my travels, and provided far more after-the-fact stories than have my carefully considered intentions.


The exception to this general brewery rule is the brewery tap, which has become a much more common entity in recent years. In places where such taps proliferate, such as the Bermondsey Beer Mile in London (see Station-to-Station Pubs), it’s not only fun to visit a few, but also useful to research opening days and times so that you can maximize your experience.


In terms of conduct in bars and restaurants, I have found it very beneficial to speak softly and carry a phrase book. The world loves a traveller, but not when that traveller assumes that everyone speaks English, or will if it is spoken more loudly. “Hello,” “please” and “thank you” spoken in the local language go a long way toward building harmonious relationships.


In the odds and ends department, I travel with bubble-pack bags for beer cans and bottles, ziplock bags for smelly cheeses and (of course) a bottle opener and a corkscrew.


Finally, and in direct contradiction to some of the advice above, always leave room in your carefully researched itinerary for improvisation. The best travel is a journey, and as much as you might plan and scope and detail that journey, many of its highlights will come from an unexpected twist: a fellow beer fan suggesting a visit to a new bar; an unexpected beer fest recommended by a bartender; a chance brewery discovery; or a “session” spent in a pub not particularly known for its beer cred.


These things have all happened to me and, in many instances, have provided me with my most memorable experiences and most-repeated stories. I’m willing to bet that, if you allow it, one or two will happen to you, too. You’ll be delighted they did.
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THE ORIGINAL


“GREAT” FESTIVAL


Before there was craft beer, before American beer transitioned from punchline to global influencer, and well before beer festivals became the once-a-week occasions they seem to be today, there was the Great British Beer Festival.


Founded in 1977 and dedicated to showcasing and promoting British cask-conditioned ale, the GBBF, as it is commonly abbreviated, is the world’s oldest continuously running beer festival, one of the largest, and, frankly, still one of the very best. As such, even in a London where hotel costs have skyrocketed, particularly in August when the festival is normally held, it remains an event very much worth the trip.


Over its 40 years, the GBBF has knocked around a bit, going to Birmingham, Brighton and Leeds during the 1980s and shifting from London’s Olympia to Earl’s Court exhibition centres and back again since returning to the capital for good. And although it is unapologetically cask-ale-focused, it has also matured through the years to include ciders and perries, non-British beers at the Bières sans Frontières bar and, for the first time in 2017, even British wines. But let’s face it: you’re at the GBBF for the beer, and unless you’re a dedicated cider fan or a local interested in discovering what’s brewing beyond Britain’s borders, you’re there for cask-conditioned British ale, of which there are hundreds.


Strategy, therefore, is an essential component to making the most of any GBBF experience, beginning with which day or days to choose for your visit. On that front, savvy visitors go early in the week and stay late, thus avoiding the sometimes-chaotic scenes and too-warm ales of Friday and Saturday. On the consumption front, one-third pint measures – as opposed to halves or pints – are best for maximizing the tasting experience.


Next comes a plan for sampling, to prevent the sheer enormity of the fest from overwhelming the senses. Tasting by region can be a fun and interesting experience, since it affords a snapshot of current trends and techniques in, say, Yorkshire or Wales, but proceeding by beer style can be fascinating as well. If choosing the latter, remember that bitters and milds are best explored earlier in the session, with stouts and strong ales reserved for later in the day.


No matter the day, measure or approach to tasting, though, one thing is almost certain: the GBBF has earned – and very much deserves – its place at the top of the global beer festival hierarchy. It is an event any true beer aficionado should experience at least once in his or her life.
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For many, the GBBF is a highlight of their social calendar
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Above and top: the GBBF at London’s Olympia offers a seemingly endless choice







ADDRESS BOOK


GREAT BRITISH BEER FESTIVAL


Olympia London, Hammersmith Road, Kensington, London W14 8UX


gbbf.org.uk
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A NEARLY PERFECT AFTERNOON


AT THE PUB


When I first began visiting Britain for beer in the late 1990s, there was one spot in London that was considered a “can’t-miss” destination above all others, the place the late, great beer-writing maven Michael Jackson once described as the finest pub in all of the UK. It was The White Horse on Parsons Green. And although master cellarman Mark Dorber has long since moved on to open a place of his own (see The Anchor), and the arrival of bars and pubs like those of the Craft Beer Company and Cask Bar and Kitchen have diluted the distinctiveness of the “Sloaney Pony”, as it is sometimes called, the pub remains deserving of a stop on any beer traveller’s London itinerary. Especially so on a sunny summer’s afternoon.


For it is not just the beer that draws people to The White Horse; neither is it just the pub’s commendable cuisine, excellent cellarmanship or genial ambience. Instead, while those elements all make the pub stand out among the many public houses that crowd the British capital, what ties it all together is contained within the pub’s extended name: its situation on Parsons Green.


While not particularly expansive, Parsons Green is nonetheless large enough that it provides The White Horse with an enviable setting, whether experienced from inside through the large picture windows that front the pub, or from a table on its just-large-enough outside terrace. Factor in a sunny weekday afternoon when the crowds are at their lightest, a slight breeze blowing off the green and the company of close friends, a loved one or simply a good novel, and you have the makings of what is truly a close-to-ideal afternoon at the pub.
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The front patio at the White Horse
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ADDRESS BOOK


THE WHITE HORSE ON PARSONS GREEN


1–3 Parsons Green, London SW6 4UL


whitehorsesw6.com








[image: Illustration]





DRINKING IN HISTORY


It will come as no surprise to anyone even vaguely familiar with the city that London is a place of much history. And like any proper city, town or village of note in the United Kingdom, a great deal of that history is contained within its pubs.


It would require an entire book to do any sort of justice to London’s sizeable number of historic pubs – a book such as London Heritage Pubs by Geoff Brandwood and Jane Jephcote, for instance – so I shall make no such effort here. Instead, to launch you on your own explorations, I shall mention just a few of my personal favourites.


Fans of British writer Pete Brown will be familiar with The George Inn of Southwark from the author’s Shakespeare’s Local, or Shakespeare’s Pub in its North American printing, which details in highly entertaining form the old coaching inn’s centuries of life and development. Teeming with history and yet still functioning as a proper pub, The George is structurally reminiscent of what it was like when last rebuilt in 1676 and makes a wonderful contrast to the nearby and quite modern beer bar known as The Rake.


Across the River Thames and slightly west lies another visually impressive favourite, The Blackfriar, fittingly located near the exit of Blackfriars Underground Station. Recently restored to its full glory, the interior features stained glass, statuary, mosaics and metallic bas-reliefs, all playfully riffing on the monastic theme and all best appreciated during the quieter midweek hours between lunch and dinner.


While in the area, it would be a shame to miss the nearby Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese, a warren of a pub built of stone walls and nooks and crannies. Although the draught beer selection is unlikely to delight, if a mid-afternoon position can be found in the small bar to the right of the entrance, what is in your glass will be almost definitely subjugated by the sense of being transported back to the Victorian era.


The last I shall recommend here is a good distance away, but besides being built most likely in the early to mid-18th century, The Dove also happens to be one of the most enchanting pubs in London. The historic part is in the front and certainly deserving of exploration, especially the remarkably tiny snug, while the atmosphere resides in the back, where windows and a modern deck overlook the Thames. History buff or not, there is hardly a better place in West London for whiling away a pleasant spring or summer afternoon.
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The Blackfriar
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The stunning interior of The Blackfriar
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The George Inn
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Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese







ADDRESS BOOK


THE GEORGE INN


75–77 Borough High Street, London SE1 1NH


george-southwark.co.uk
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THE RAKE


Borough Market, 14A Winchester Walk, London SE1 9AG


utobeer.co.uk/the-rake
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THE BLACKFRIAR


174 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4V 4EG


nicholsonspubs.co.uk/restaurants
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YE OLDE CHESHIRE CHEESE


145 Fleet Street, London EC4A 2BU
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THE DOVE


19 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, London W6 9TA


dovehammersmith.co.uk
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WALKING THE


BERMONDSEY BEER MILE


You don’t need to spend long in beer-forward London spots such as the Cask Pub & Kitchen or the Craft Beer Co. chain before someone will mention the Bermondsey Beer Mile to you. It is the stuff of near-legend in London beer circles, even if its most renowned brewery has decided to shut down its taproom. Before long you may find yourself wondering if you should undertake its completion yourself.


Contemplate no longer. You should.


The first thing to know is that the Mile is not really a mile. In fact, it’s closer to two miles, but when you have half a dozen brewery taps to visit, what’s a few hundred extra yards between friends? The second important point is that what was once the singular highlight of the Mile for many people is no longer, since the folk behind The Kernel Brewery have decided that they are no longer able to “give our customers an experience, service or environment that we are happy with” and so have shut down their Saturday taproom.


Those points understood, the next step is to choose a direction. Assuming that the Mile will be undertaken on a Saturday – that being the only day all six breweries are open – most people will conclude that Fourpure Brewing Co. should be the first stop because: a) it will make the earliest-closing Partizan Brewing the second stop; and b) the last stop will be relatively close to Bermondsey Underground Station.


The clever Bermondsey Miler, however, will switch things up a bit. Beginning at Fourpure and starting the day with a glass of the brewery’s refreshing Pils, continue to Partizan for the Lemongrass Saison but skip Brew by Numbers and UBREW entirely, and instead venture straight on to Anspach & Hobday for its porter and Southwark Brewing Company for the London Pale Ale or Gold.


In this fashion, once those last two breweries close, at 6.30pm and 6pm respectively, one can reverse course to Brew by Numbers, which doesn’t close until 8pm, and UBREW, open until 11pm, for whatever their ever-evolving line-ups have to offer. Thus, not only is time on the Mile maximized, but its conclusion is reached at the brewery that is closest to the underground station.


It will be a day of good beer and great beer, an almost inevitable disappointment or two, occasionally crowded taprooms, some revelations and a considerable amount of discovery. Or, in other words, a day well spent.
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The brewers at Ubrew
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The Bermondsey Mile
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Top and above: Fourpure Brewing Co







ADDRESS BOOK


FOURPURE BREWING CO.


22 Bermondsey Trading Estate, Rotherhithe New Road, London SE16 3LL


fourpure.com
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PARTIZAN BREWING


8 Almond Road, London SE16 3LR


partizanbrewing.co.uk
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BREW BY NUMBERS


75 Enid Street, London SE16 3RA


brewbynumbers.com
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UBREW


29 Old Jamaica Business Estate, 24 Old Jamaica Road London SE16 4AW


ubrew.cc
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ANSPACH & HOBDAY


118 Druid Street, London SE1 2HH


anspachandhobday.com
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SOUTHWARK BREWING COMPANY


46 Druid Street, London SE1 2EZ


southwarkbrewing.co.uk
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STATION-TO-STATION PUBS


I love riding the rails in western Europe. From the south of Portugal to the north of Germany, I’ve had wonderful experiences on clean, fast-moving, mostly on-time trains of all sorts, from the TGV in France to town-to-town clunkers in 1990s Iberia.


Trains in the United Kingdom, however, can be another matter. Like the cobbled-together draught systems I occasionally saw in early North American beer bars, they’re great when they work, but are not something you necessarily want to rely upon. Good thing, then, that train-station pubs are beginning to make the entire experience a little more pleasurable.


Arguably the pioneer of this train-station pub revival is The Sheffield Tap. Apparently also known as “The Sheffield Trap”, due to its ability to cause those availing themselves of its charms to miss train after train, this original “station tap” opened in 2010, after two years of restoration work on the station’s former Edwardian Refreshment Room & Dining Rooms. It became an immediate success. Boasting a dozen kegs and 11 cask hand-pulls, The Sheffield Tap styles itself as a “World Beer Freehouse” and stocks an ever-rotating array of ales and lagers. That, plus its beautifully rehabilitated bar and fixtures, indeed makes it almost alone worth the trip to Sheffield, and apparently – and thankfully – makes it an inspiration to others.


Some such others include the Harrowgate Tap and the York Tap, both of the same parentage, and a “spiritual sister” bar, the Euston Tap. Of the three, I can attest that the Euston Tap, located just outside the exit from London’s Euston Station, is a particularly difficult place to pass by after disembarking from even a short train ride, much less a lengthy and difficult one.


Elsewhere in London, Fuller’s Brewery does a tremendous job with The Parcel Yard at King’s Cross Station, where I have yet to have a pint or plate of food that was anything less than extremely well prepared and presented.


Good station pubs aren’t confined to major cities either. If you need ever to stop at Codsall Station in Wolverhampton, the pub of the same name, once a CAMRA Country Pub of the Year, is right nearby. Further north, off Platform 1 of Huddersfield Station, sits The Head of Steam Huddersfield. As its name suggests, this is part of a small chain, but it is nonetheless charming and thirst-quenching in its listed four-room premises.


They may not keep the trains running on time, but these pubs and others like them sure make the delays a lot more bearable.
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The Sheffield Tap
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The Parcel Yard
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The Head of Steam Huddersfield







ADDRESS BOOK


THE SHEFFIELD TAP


Platform 1B, Sheffield Station, Sheaf Street, Sheffield S1 2BP


sheffieldtap.com
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HARROWGATE TAP


Station Parade, Harrogate Station, Harrogate HG1 1TE


harrogatetap.co.uk
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YORK TAP


York Railway Station, Station Road, York YO24 1AB


yorktap.com
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EUSTON TAP


190 Euston Road, London NW1 2EF


eustontap.com
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THE PARCEL YARD


King’s Cross Station, London NC1 4AH


parcelyard.co.uk
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CODSALL STATION


Chapel Lane, Codsall, Wolverhampton WV8 2EH


holdenscodsallstation.co.uk
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THE HEAD OF STEAM HUDDERSFIELD


St George’s Square, Huddersfield HD1 1JB


theheadofsteam.co.uk
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THE NEW GUARD IN MANCHESTER


Convention dictates that all the beer festivals of note in the United Kingdom are presented by the Campaign for Real Ale, known to all as CAMRA, or by one of the organization’s regional chapters. Convention needs to get to know thee Indy Man Beer Con.


The Independent Manchester Beer Convention, as it is officially called, takes place each autumn in the over-a-century-old Victoria Baths, not far from the city centre. In its short existence it has already been dubbed one of England’s most important beer events. Even with the pricing concerns that were raised in 2016 – all 1/3 pint samples were sold at £2.50 ($3.30), although bulk token pricing made things a bit less expensive in 2017 – it has found a fast and firm cadre of loyalists, selling out four of its six sessions in 2017 well within two months of the ticket release.


Undoubtedly, a part of the Indy Man Beer Con’s success falls to its location in what is, after all, a simply stunning venue, plus the novelty of drinking in a bathing pool. The greatest part of its popularity, however, is due to its beer selection – which also happens to be precisely where it parts company with CAMRA festivals.


While the equally but differently laudable Great British Beer Festival and GBBFWinter each place their focus on British-brewed and cask-conditioned ales, the Indy Man Beer Con throws open its doors to bottled, canned, keg and cask ales and lagers from a wide range of breweries, principally hailing from around the UK, but also from the United States, Belgium, Scandinavia and beyond.


In the context of the often impressively high cost of such beers, with even UK craft breweries sometimes charging eye-watering prices for strong and limited-edition brews, suddenly the £7.50 per pint equivalent cost from 2016 doesn’t seem that out of line. Factor in the abundant assortment, a chance to sample “limited editions” and beers seldom seen and the worthy-of-a-second-mention opportunity to drink in a Victorian bathing pool, and you begin to understand why the Indy Man Beer Con has become a bold-letter event on the British beer-drinker’s calendar.
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Inside the Indy Man Beer Con







ADDRESS BOOK


INDEPENDENT MANCHESTER BEER CONVENTION


Victoria Baths, Hathersage Road, Manchester M13 0FE


indymanbeercon.co.uk
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COASTAL DRINKING IN


SUFFOLK


For the nautically inclined, Southwold, in coastal north Suffolk, has much to offer, such as an active harbour, the Southwold Lifeboat Museum and a working lighthouse. For the rest of us, there is the beer.


Most famously, Southwold is home to Adnams, a brewery fast closing on 150 years of age and the producer of such fine cask ales as its Southwold Bitter and Broadside, not to mention the seasonal and quite tasty Tally-Ho Barley Wine, billed as a “traditional dark ale”. When in Southwold, to drink anything else is tantamount to sacrilege. The problem is, when beers like Tally-Ho and Broadside are at their best, Southwold is at its worst: that being the cooler, non-beach-y months. Fortunately, the town boasts pubs of such quality that you won’t really care what the weather is like outside.


Such as, for example, The Crown, a brewery-owned pub about as far from the brewery and its £15 ($20) tour and tutored tasting – which includes a bottle to go – as it is from The Lord Nelson, a coastal pub par excellence. Either will satisfy the thirsty traveller, no matter what the season, but the latter is uniquely hospitable when the winds howl in winter.


Across the River Blyth, on the other hand, and reachable via a short ferry ride or a significantly longer drive, resides The Anchor, a pub of no small repute that may be Suffolk’s finest. Operated by the husband-and-wife team of Sophie and Mark Dorber, the pub combines all that Mark learned while managing things at the famous White Horse on Parsons Green in London with his and Sophie’s natural inclinations toward solid hospitality.


As at the Crown, Lord Nelson and riverside Harbour Inn, the local beers are emphasized on tap and on cask. But since you can take the man out of the White Horse but not the White Horse out of the man, The Anchor also features such beers as Cantillon Gueuze, Meantime London Pale Ale and Schneider Weisse, not to mention servers who will be only too happy to suggest which beers (or even wines) might best complement the pub’s impressive and generally delicious menu.
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