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The Pub Quiz: A British Invention, of course



      
      There is not a single person in the British Isles who has not attended a pub quiz. Now, I don’t know if this is true or not,
         but it seems it, and if it isn’t, by the time this book has gone out to bookshops around the country and into people’s homes
         it will be true. Because the pub quiz is at the heart of the very fabric that makes up the centre of the middle of what makes
         Great Britain the powerhouse of the world that it is. Because it is all about questions. And their answers. Obviously. Keep
         up, we’ve only just started.
      

      
      To be honest with you I am generally suspicious of questions, and you should be too. (If the very next thing you thought was
         ‘Why?’, congratulations, you are a smartarse who thinks too much and I am therefore suspicious of you too.) People asking
         questions tend to be policemen, social workers or, worse still, working for insurance companies (always try and make it look
         electrical). Intelligent people ask questions all the time, and they’re not happy, are they? But pub quiz questions are OK,
         because they’re the type of questions that have answers, the kind of questions that won’t upset the mental applecart.
      

      
      There are lots of types of questions: What questions, Why questions, When questions, How questions, Where questions, Who questions.
         They can serve the useful function of allowing you to figure out what on earth happened the night before. As in: What did
         I drink last night? Why did I drink so much of it? How did I drink so much of it? Where am I? Who the hell are you? But the
         What, Why, When, How, Where, Who questions, however, can also be used to win you stuff in pub quizzes. Because they are honest
         questions, with honest answers, they offer certainty in a world of doubt. You might not know if the bank your house is mortgaged
         with is going to go tits up, or whether that horse you bet this month’s pay on will win, but you do know that Prague is the
         capital of the Czech Republic.
      

      
      
      The French, of course, love questions, with their qu’est-ce que c’est? and their quelle heure est-il? and their quelle temps
         fait-il? and their comment appel-tu? and their comment ça va? and their ou est la gare? This is a direct consequence of their
         fondness for coffee, which has driven them to question everything. Mind you, if I was French I would be asking myself ‘What’s
         the point?’ too. Not that there’d ever be an answer that would satisfy the restless, tortured mind of a British man trapped
         in the body of a Frenchman (they’d have to offer to fix that on the NHS). In this country we don’t really like to ask questions, but we love answering them.
      

      
      So it comes as no surprise to me, and I’m sure it won’t to those of you familiar with me, when I tell you that the pub quiz
         is a British invention. It is as British as football, afternoon tea, postage stamps and underdog status. As British as Spitfires.
         As British as the pub itself. (No one else has pubs: they do their drinking in bars, cafes, clubs, dens, dives, halls, cellars,
         hovels, hammocks, caves, speakeasies, benches, secret societies, lodges, frat houses, car parks, coaches, tents, huts, shacks,
         air raid shelters, spas, swimming pools, ranches, luxury resorts, capsules, teepees, structures made of scaffolding and corrugated
         iron, tree houses, dunnies, prisons, trains, cars, ships, the driver’s cab on le metro, planes and snow holes. And they never hold quizzes in any of those places. Tree house quiz anyone? No, thought not.)
      

      
      No one is sure who the individual was who invented the pub quiz. Regular pub quiz goers will know that the question ‘Who Invented
         The Pub Quiz?’ never comes up in a quiz. That’s because no one knows, and because this being Britain, no one has tried to
         claim and copyright the idea (unlike the kind of chancers you get in America who claim to have invented ‘Happy Birthday’ and
         the idea of spilling coffee on themselves for profit). At least as far as I know no one’s tried to, though Jeffrey Archer
         is suspiciously rich given how shit his books are. Furthermore, given the natural and sensible British suspicion of clever
         people, it is worth noting that the pub quiz is also the only situation in which anyone likes a smartarse. Geeks and nerds cling to this crumb of comfort, a crumb of comfort that makes them feel included in a nation that
         otherwise might shun them – one Star Trek question a week will bring a whole nerd hive into your pub, and while there’s no longer the smell of smoke to cover the BO,
         their nerd money and insatiable thirst for marked-up diet soft drinks is as good as anyone else’s (that’s their lot though,
         give a nerd an inch and he’ll take a parsec).
      

      
      But whoever did invent the pub quiz was without a shadow of a doubt (which is quite different to the doubt of a Shadow – if
         Hank Marvin isn’t sure about the chord you’re playing on your guitar, don’t worry about it, his time has passed*) British. It smells of British Thinking**. Now, British Thinking, for those of you who didn’t buy the first book – for I am a published author many times – or for
         those of you who did buy it but only looked at the pictures, and I admit the picture of me on the loo was distracting, is
         the simple concept that explains this country’s cutting edge of innovation, why we’re one step ahead of everyone else. It’s
         all about combining things and creating something better than those things from those things: and the pub quiz is the perfect
         example. It combines pubs, something everyone loves (apart from maybe our neighbours at chucking-out time, please keep the
         noise down when leaving), and quizzes. And everyone loves quizzes. Everyone. Why else, how else, would they put up with Vernon
         Kay on the telly? Because they just love to know what the answers are in Family Fortunes. No way on earth they’d put up with Captain SexText otherwise (actually, in the SexText military he’s not made it to Captain,
         Corporal more like. What he singly failed to do was offer a stupendous ‘a mate borrowed my phone and there was still some
         credit on it’ excuse, as served up by Ashley Cole, the donut). And by combining pubs and quizzes it offers the best of both worlds, an interface between the intellect and the most important liberating
         brain fuel known to man: booze.
      

      
      And that’s why it makes the most of and defines all that makes the British. It uses all of our finest attributes: knowledge
         without peer, beautiful British common sense, steel-like guts, hardened determination, and, more than anything, a huge great
         pair of bloody drinking legs. That’s the key; if you can’t keep up with the rounds, you’ll never know if you’ve won or not.
         Drink up, think up. It’s not the taking part …
      

      
      No other nation on earth could have come up with the phenomenon that is the pub quiz. The Italians could never have invented
         the pub quiz, as they keep changing teams and it plays havoc with the scoring. The Spanish definitely didn’t invent it as
         they don’t go out until 11.30 at night and the pubs are shut by then, and anyway you can’t think straight when you’ve had
         a late dinner. And the Germans could never have thought of the pub quiz, and let me tell you why. The Germans are ok with
         the questions, the questions they can handle. It’s the answers they can’t grasp, because they are simply too unpalatable.
         Who won the First World War? Who won the Second World War? Who won the World Cup in 1966? Who invented the pub quiz? You see
         why they struggle?
      

      
      Your classic pub quiz, like your classic healthy diet, is made up of five basic groups. The healthy diet is of course made
         up of crisps, nuts, scratchings, chips and the ploughman’s, while your pub quiz should include music, TV and film, history,
         geography and sport. There’s a simple reason for this. It’s because we invented them all. There’s no doubt in my mind: Queen
         invented music and they were British. History is British, your Bible’s in English and that’s the oldest history book in the
         world. We also invented all sports: football, darts, snooker, cricket, rugby and golf (we were nothing to do with sumo or
         kabbadi, but you can keep those as far as I’m concerned). The British came up with telly, and words like hill, mountain and
         river are all English words, hence we invented geography. And if you insist on having science in a pub quiz, the British invented gravity, the train and split
         the atom (though we got an over-keen New Zealander to do it for us – it was really dangerous) and Jean-Luc Picard* in Star Trek is British too**.
      

      
      That we invented the pub quiz explains everything. It’s the perfect pastime for the common man that involves him, yet doesn’t
         involve chest pains and wheezing (at least not since the smoking ban). Not for us the Roman circus with its savagery and bloodletting;
         nor the existential pointlessness of playing bowls in gravel like they do in France; neither do we send men into arenas to
         fight cattle like in Spain (we have no row with the cow); to be a free man in this country we do not need to carry a firearm
         like our Yankee cousins; nor yet still is our national ego so fragile like the Australian that we pin our entire identity
         and self esteem on our national cricket team (little point, frankly); no, the British common man would sooner pit his wits
         against the all-knowing question master and his microphone to win a frozen chicken.
      

      
      So, if you want to enjoy the best that this country has to offer in the manner of entertainment and pastime, here it is. The
         Great British Pub Quiz. In a book. (With answers overleaf).
      

      



      
      
      
	1 Music
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					1   
During mating season, when foxes are in the act of coitus, they omit a bone-shuddering and blood-curdling screech that is
               often mistaken for the sound of a cat being brutally murdered. But who is the lead singer of Duran Duran?
            

         
            2 
It’s widely recognised that a tone exists between 5 and 9 hertz known as the ‘brown note’, which is capable of making humans
               lose control of their bowels and can induce vomiting and diarrhoea due to rectal and oesophageal muscular spasms. This tone
               is often emitted from the vocal cords of the lead singer of Duran Duran, but what is his name?
            

         
            3 
Ringo Starr is known as the ‘Underwater Beatle’ due not only to the hits ‘Yellow Submarine’ and ‘Octopus’ Garden’, but also
               to his penchant for spending thousands of pounds on diving watches. I would like to know Ringo’s real name?
            

         4 
Despite Ringo’s efforts, Paul McCartney’s song ‘Maxwell’s Silver Hammer’ is by far and away the worst song the Beatles ever
               released. It’s embarrassing for everyone involved and is often blamed for splitting the band up. On which album does it feature?
            

         5 
Coldplay look like four startled meerkats, frightened by an oncoming album deadline. No one really knows the names of any
               of them, apart from the singer. With that in mind, what is the name of the bassist?
            

      
      
   


      
      
      Answers

      
      
            1 
Simon Le Bon. Le Bon’s vocal style is often likened to that of the mating fox and rightly so.

         
            2 
Simon Le Bon. Most of the notes that Duran Duran curl out can be described as brown.

         
            3 
Richard Starkey. Ringo released his fifteenth studio album in January 2010; it was entitled Y Not. He then listened back to it and realised he’d answered his own question.
            

         
           4 
Abbey Road.
            

         
            5 
Guy Berryman. You might not know of him, because he hasn’t married a Hollywood actress and doesn’t make a thing of drawing
               on his hands.
            

       
   


      
      
      
	2 World War Two Dates
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      World War Two is the cataclysmic event that shaped the world and the way we live today more than anything else, even England
            winning the World Cup in 1966, and any decent honest-to-goodness punter should know the crucial dates that shaped the world.
            Shame on anyone who doesn’t know these. Bonus points for what day of the week it was.

      
       

	  1 
It is well known that the British won the Second World War on our own, no help from no one else, and it is also an incontrovertible
               fact that the Germans started it – no excuses – but when did Great Britain declare war on Germany after they had started it?
            

         2 
Everyone knows the Americans came into the war two years late when they were caught out, trousers down, completely by surprise
               by the Japanese at Pearl Harbor. But when did this happen?
            

         3 
Winston Churchill, whose quotes inspired Great Britain to victory again and again and as a result saved the world – no argument
               – became Prime Minister on which day?
            

         4 
The German invasion of France, you see, they started it, and if France were next door why would you invade? Who’d want that?
               The German invasion of France – mind you I suppose they did it 'cos the knew they’d win (and I’ll thank all smartarses to
               pipe down, it was the French army collapsing on our right flank that meant we had to get out of there pronto – the Germans
               can’t defeat you if you’re not there) – started on which date?
            

         5 
D-Day was the day the Allies (and, whatever Saving Private Ryan might tell you, more British – and Canadian, respect due – troops landed on D-Day than Americans) stuck it to the Germans
               and the tide turned once and for all. But, what does the D in D-Day stand for?
            

      
      
   


      
      
      
      Answers

      
      1 3 September 1939. It was a Sunday. They started it, and ruined a weekend into the bargain. No wonder we had to defeat them.

         2 7 December 1941. It was a Sunday, so the Americans were all washing their cars and playing Little League or something. What
               is Little League? No one knows. No one cares.
            

         3 10 May 1940. It was a Friday. Typical British forward planning; get things in line for the weekend, so Monday morning you
               can hit the ground running.
            

         4 10 May 1940. The very same day we got Winston. You win some, you lose some, eh? But a Friday – another weekend ruined by Hitler.

         5 Day. The D stands for Day. That’s the way the army likes to do things.

         
      
   


      
      
      
	
3 Science and Technology

(which might include a Star Trek question for the nerds)
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      We the British are the greatest scientific nation in the world. It goes without saying, though, whoops, there I said it. Isaac
            Newton was British and he thought up gravity, with nothing more than a garden and an apple tree to do it with. So, let’s take
            a look at what you know about science and technology.

      
       

	  1 The British invented the computer, and they did it to crack the German codes and win the war. Another reason why you should
               be ashamed if you use the net for porn. But what was the name of the computer used at Bletchley Park?
            

         2 We invented the railways. Fact. George Stephenson did it before writing Treasure Island. But what is the standard gauge for railways in this country, known also as the Stephenson gauge? Answers in metric not accepted.
            

         3 Who invented the World Wide Web? As if he had in mind all the filth that followed. The nerd.

         4 At what temperature does paper spontaneously combust? In Fahrenheit please, no metric measurements acceptable under any circumstances.

         5 In Star Trek … no actually, no. No, I won’t do a Star Trek question. Sorry nerds. I said might. But I won’t. What does a Geiger counter measure?
            

       
   


      
      
      
      Answers

      
      1 Colossus. They called it this because it was big. And by the time they’d invented the computer they were out of ideas.

         2 4 feet 8 and a half inches. If you were that tall you’d be a midget.

        3 Sir Tim Berners-Lee. The nerd.

         4 842 °F. Not Fahrenheit 451. Sorry.

         5 Radioactivity. You know, it makes that clicking sound. Of course, if it does make that clicking sound you’re screwed. Thanks
               a lot, Professor Geiger.
            

      
      
   


      
      
      
	4 Film and TV of the 1980s
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      TV and film was better in the 80s, that’s what everyone who used to work in film and TV in the 80s says. And it was better,
            according to them, because they were working in it. Nod and say ‘Yes, Grandad’. That’s my advice. Have you ever seen Juliet Bravo? It’s unwatchable. Anyway, let’s crack on.

      
       

	  1 Ted Danson played TV’s second-favourite barman* Sam Malone in the 1980s sitcom Cheers. A pub isn’t a pub without its regulars (the same can be said too of the publican and the beer). Name two regulars who used
               to prop up his bar.
            

         2 Possibly some of the worst films of the 1980s were the Death Wish films, made by director, restaurant critic and all round gastro-berk Michael Winner. How many of these God-awful films were
               made during the 1980s though?
            

         3 Jim Robinson from Neighbours is now in Lost, 24, Ugly Betty, The O.C. and Indiana Jones and the Crystal Skull. It’s fair to say old Jim’s come along since his days in Ramsay Street. Jason Donavan played his son in the Aussie soap,
               but what was the name of his character?
            

         4 Fraggle Rock was made by Jim Henson, but featured fewer Muppets than most daytime car insurance adverts. Under which type of building
               did the Fraggles live?
            

         5 Pierce Brosnan was the man who nearly broke Bond. Ouch. Thank God for the boy Craig. The thing is, Brosnan would have been
               Bond sooner, but he was contractually obliged to stink up television with a show in which he played the lead. What was it?
            

      
      
   


      
      
      
      Answers

      
      1 You could have chosen from Cliff Clavin, Norm Peterson and Frasier Crane.

         2 Three. There were five in total in the series, but only three (in 1982, 1985 and 1987) were made during that particular decade.
               Listen to the question. Even Winner had had enough by Death Wish III and so left Death Wish IV and V to some other chancer.
            

       3 Scott Robinson. It’s fair to say Jason Donovan never made it to Hollywood. Or, to date, Hollyoaks.
            

       4 A lighthouse. Though frankly in my view it could have been an outhouse.

        5 Remington Steele. In which he played Remington Steele. It stank.
            

    
      
   


      
      
      
	5 Pot Luck
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      Pot luck is basically what used to be called general knowledge, but since teachers decided knowing stuff was bad for us it
            can’t be called that any more. Broken Britain! Get your thinking gear round this little lot.

      
      

	 1 Who wrote the Bangles’ top-two hit (their only proper hit apart from Walk Like an Egyp-shee-an maybe, but that doesn’t count ’cos it’s daft), Manic Monday?
            

        2 Animals now: pot luck, see? The Bangles one minute, animals the next. What kind of animals are Chester Whites, Hampshires
               and Durocs?
            

        3 Rickets. Not had it myself but it’s horrible apparently. Steve’s nephew Alan had it. But which vitamin deficiency causes it?
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