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Introduction


America under Barack Obama embraced online culture like never before, and so it’s no surprise that the memetic reach of his words and actions has been so widespread. Whether singing Al Green, dancing with Ellen, or even wearing the occasional tan suit, Obama became an icon that has lived on long after his presidency.


Barack Obama’s legacy embodies progress, citizens’ duty to each other, and above all, hope. When the younger generations had thrown their hands up in frustration with politics, Obama made it feel personal, possible.


What follows here is a selection of the very best of our 44th president. Read in one sitting, flip through at your leisure, or keep it handy for the times when you need a pick-me-up to remind you that change doesn’t happen all at once, but it does happen.
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Our stories are singular, but our destiny is shared.


—Victory speech, November 5, 2008





 




I’m comfortable in my own skin.


—Rolling Stone, December 30, 2004






[image: ]



 



[image: ]



 




I want to especially thank all the members who took a break from their exhausting schedule of not passing any laws to be here tonight.


—White House Correspondents’ Dinner, April 29, 2012





 




I look so old, John Boehner’s already invited Netanyahu to speak at my funeral.


—White House Correspondents’ Dinner, April 25, 2015
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These days, I look in the mirror and I have to admit, I’m not the strapping young Muslim socialist that I used to be.


—White House Correspondents’ Dinner, April 28, 2013





 




One of the things I think I can bring to the presidency is to make government and public service cool again.


—Interview, Time, 2007
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Democracy works, but we’ve got to want it—not just during an election year, but all the days in between.


—Democratic National Convention, July 27, 2016





 




We need a President who sees government not as a tool to enrich well-connected friends and high-priced lobbyists, but as the defender of fairness and opportunity for every American.


—Speech on government reform, June 22, 2007
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When I was a kid, I inhaled. Frequently. That was the point.


—Speech at the American Society of Magazine Editors, October 2006





 




And then there’s Ted Cruz. Ted had a tough week. He went to Indiana— Hoosier country—stood on a basketball court, and called the hoop a “basketball ring.” What else is in his lexicon? Baseball sticks? Football hats? But sure, I’m the foreign one.


—White House Correspondents’ Dinner, April 30, 2016
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I have enjoyed working with all of you. That does not, of course, mean that I’ve enjoyed every story that you have filed. But that’s the point of this relationship. . . . you’re supposed to cast a critical eye on folks who hold enormous power and make sure that we are accountable to the people who sent us here.


— Final press conference, January 18, 2017
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My job is not to represent Washington to you, but to represent you to Washington.


—Oprah Winfrey Show, October 18, 2006
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Change is never easy, but always possible.


—NAACP Fight for Freedom Fund Dinner, May 1, 2005





 




I love the press. I even sat for an interview with Bill O’Reilly right before the Super Bowl. That was a change of pace. I don’t often get a chance to be in a room with an ego that’s bigger than mine.


—Gridiron Club Dinner, March 12, 2011
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I spent a lot of time in my farewell address talking about the state of our democracy. It goes without saying that essential to that is a free press. That is part of how this place, this country, this grand experiment in self-government has to work. It doesn’t work if we don’t have a well-informed citizenry.


—Final press conference, January 18, 2017





 




We were strangers once, too. . . . What makes us Americans is our shared commitment to an ideal—that all of us are created equal, and all of us have the chance to make of our lives what we will.


—Address on immigration, November 20, 2014






[image: ]



 



[image: ]



 




There must be a sustained effort to listen to each other; to learn from each other; to respect one another; and to seek common ground.


—Cairo University, June 4, 2009





 




For decades we’ve had politicians in Washington who talk about family values, but we haven’t had policies that value families. . . the system is especially stacked against women, and that’s why Washington has to change.


—“Change that Works for You” discussion, June 23, 2008
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Hope does not arise by putting our fellow man down; it is found by lifting others up.


—Memorial for Dallas police officers, July 12, 2016





 




The struggle for the Voting Rights Act taught us that people who love this country can change it. Don’t give away your power—go vote.


—Twitter, August 6, 2016
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I have come here to bury the last remnant of the Cold War in the Americas. I have come here to extend the hand of friendship to the Cuban people.


—Speech at the Gran Teatro, Havana, Cuba, March 22, 2016


 




Empowering women across the globe is not simply the right thing to do, it is also smart foreign policy.


—Presidential Proclamation, Women’s History Month, February 28, 2011
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We didn’t raise the Statue of Liberty with her back to the world, we did it with her light shining as a beacon to the world. . . . generations of immigrants have made this country into what it is. It’s what makes us special.


—Remarks on immigration, November 21, 2014





 




We come from different parties, but we are Americans first. And that’s why disagreement cannot mean dysfunction. It can’t degenerate into hatred. The American people’s hopes and dreams are what matters, not ours.


—On the budget deal, October 17, 2013
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Hi everybody! Back to the original handle. Is this thing still on?


—Personal Twitter, January 20, 2017


 




Every single one of you has something that you’re good at. Every single one of you has something to offer. And you have a responsibility to yourself to discover what that is. That’s the opportunity an education can provide.


—Address to America’s schoolchildren, September 8, 2009
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Here is something none of my predecessors ever got a chance to say: Welcome to the White House the World Series Champion, Chicago Cubs! . . . even I was not crazy enough to suggest that during these eight years we would see the Cubs win the World Series. But I did say that there’s never been anything false about hope.


—Remarks honoring the World Series Champion Chicago Cubs, January 16, 2017





 




Never forget that honor, like character, is what you do when nobody is looking.


—Commencement address, US Naval Academy, May 20, 2013
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Sometimes it’s not enough just to change the laws, you got to change hearts. And sports has a way, sometimes, of changing hearts in a way that politics or business doesn’t. . . . that tells us a little something about what America is and what America can be.


—Remarks honoring the World Series Champion Chicago Cubs, January 16, 2017





In today’s world, we’re threatened less by evil empires and more by failing states.


—State of the Union address, January 12, 2016
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Politics has never been for the thin-skinned or the faint of heart, and if you enter the arena, you should expect to get roughed up.


—Commencement address, University of Michigan, May 1, 2010
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