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Get the most from this book


This book will help you revise for the Edexcel A GCSE Geography specification. You can use the revision planner on pages iv–v to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:





1 revised and understood a topic



2 answered the exam practice questions



3 checked your answers online.





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading throughout the book.


Track your progress
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Key Term


Key terms are highlighted in the text, with an explanation nearby.
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Exam tips


Throughout the book there are exam tips that explain how you can boost your final grade.
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Go Online


Go online to check your answers and try out the quick quizzes at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.
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Check your understanding


Use these questions at the end of each section to make sure that you have understood every topic.
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Exam practice


Sample exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Introduction
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Revision technique


Revise actively


There is a large amount of factual detail that you have to remember for your Geography exam, and if you only sit and read through your work, you may not be able to remember it. Be active! Here are some activities that might help your memory:
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Revision tips





•  Switch off the internet. This stops you being distracted by social media sites and other websites.



•  Find your special place. Allocate a room in your house as a working space. Your bedroom is probably not the best place!



•  Do short bursts of revision and reward yourself. For example, do 20 minutes of revision for a reward of 10 minutes on your favourite social media sites.



•  Relate work to an anagram or draw a diagram to help you remember.



•  Don’t forget to eat plenty of fruit and drink plenty of water.



•  Put information on sticky notes around your mirror. You will read them subconsciously as you clean your teeth.



•  Practice papers and mark schemes. Use these for revision, in order to become familiar with the wording of questions and how you answered or should have answered them.



•  Think about where your weaknesses are and concentrate on revising for these topics.





Exam technique


Exam technique is all about how you complete the exam once you are in the examination hall.





•  You should always read the front of the paper. This can sometimes be done while you are waiting for the exam to start if the paper is facing upwards on your desk.



•  When you are told to start the exam, do not waste time putting your name on the front. Instead, start immediately and then put your name on the paper at the end.



•  Do not waste time looking around in the exam, keep yourself focused and concentrating at all times.





Unit 1 exam techniques


The paper has 54 marks and a time limit of 60 minutes. Therefore, you must try to keep to a mark a minute. There is no choice on the paper, all questions have to be answered.


Start with Section B. This is the knowledge part of the exam. It will help you to settle into the paper because you will be doing a lot of writing and recalling the information that you have learnt. This will allow you to complete the 13 mark question (9 Geography and 4 SPaG marks) towards the middle of your allowed time when you are still fresh rather than when you are rushing at the end.


Now turn back to the beginning of the paper and complete the skills questions. If you are having problems with a question, put a star in the margin and carry on to the next question. You must, of course, remember to go back and complete the starred questions at the end.


Always check the answers you have given for all questions.


Units 2 and 3 exam techniques


These papers have 69 marks and time limits of 75 minutes. Therefore, you must try to keep to a mark a minute.


Start with Section B as you will have learnt one of these questions. By doing this, you will complete the SPaG allocation question towards the start of the exam. You will also have completed the question with the most marks allocated to it.


Then turn back to Section A. You must answer all of the questions in this section. There are three topics for the questions in Section A. Each topic has 15 marks awarded to it and ends with a question worth 6 marks on the higher tier paper and 4 marks on the foundation tier paper. Some people prefer to do all of the 4 or 6 mark questions at the same time but it is probably more logical to work through each topic in turn.


Command words


Here is a list of common command words which may be used on the exam paper. It is a good idea to underline the command words and any other key words in the question.






	Compare

	Say in what way two or more things are alike, or different from each other.






	Contrast

	Say in what way two or more things are different from each other.






	Define

	You may be asked to define a term. The examiner will be expecting you to state the meaning of that term in a geographical framework.






	Describe

	This is a very common command word and requires you to give the main characteristics of something. Questions will often ask you to describe a photograph, a pattern on a graph or a map. You should write an accurate account of what you see.






	Name, give, identify or state

	These words require you to answer briefly and are usually only worth 1 mark. For example, ‘give the grid reference for …’ or ‘name one type of sea defence’.






	Use data in your answer

	This is often used with the command word ‘describe’. In this case you must use data (information) in your answer. For example, you could be asked to describe the population distribution on a map using data in your answer. You would use the figures provided on the map to make specific factual comments on each area.






	Discuss

	If you are asked to discuss something, you will be expected to bring forward the important points of the argument.






	Estimate

	In some cases you may be asked to estimate a distance which means you have to give an approximate value.






	Explain

	This is another very common command word. It is asking you to give reasons as to why something occurs.






	Justify

	You may be required to justify your answer to a previous question, possibly using a map or a photograph. In this instance you must state the case for your answer, in other words, you must give reasons for your answer.






	Outline

	If you are asked to ‘outline’ something, you will be expected to summarise its main points.






	Suggest / give reasons for

	This is similar to the command word ‘explain’ but sometimes there are varying reasons why something happens and there is not necessarily a right or wrong answer. The examiner will expect you to give more than one reason.






	Annotate

	This means give a descriptive comment and an explanation.






	Label

	This is a simple descriptive comment which identifies something.






	Rank

	This means to put the answers into the correct order; you may also be required to justify your order.







Mark schemes


The following are examples of the types of mark schemes that will be used to mark your responses to the examination papers. You may find it helpful to refer to them when looking at the exam practice questions that are in this book.


An example mark scheme for 9 mark higher tier questions






	Marks

	Commentary






	0 marks

	No acceptable response.






	1–3 marks

	One or two basic points are made which are descriptive. There is no explanation. There is no specific detail about a location. Basic use of geographical terms.






	4–6 marks

	Good, clear descriptive points are made. Explanation is present but not developed. There is use of specific points with a located example. The work is clearly communicated with limited use of geographical terms.






	7–9 marks

	There are excellent descriptive points which are clearly about a number of specific locations with in-depth explanation. The response is well communicated with good use of geographical terms.







An example mark scheme for 6 mark higher tier questions






	Marks

	Commentary






	0 marks

	No acceptable response.






	1–2 marks

	A descriptive point is made. There is no explanation. There is no specific detail about a location.






	3–4 marks

	Good, clear descriptive points are made. All parts of the question are addressed but not equally. Explanation is present but not developed. The work is clearly communicated with limited use of geographical terms.






	5–6 marks

	There are excellent descriptive points which are clearly about a specific location with in-depth explanation. The response is well communicated with good use of geographical terms.







An example mark scheme for 6 mark foundation tier questions






	Marks

	Commentary






	0 marks

	No acceptable response.






	1–2 marks

	Has an idea about what the question refers to but gives no descriptive points. There is no specific detail about a location.






	3–4 marks

	One clear descriptive point that relates directly to the question. There is no explanation. A case study might be named but it is unclear on detail. The work is clearly communicated with limited use of geographical terms.






	5–6 marks

	Some good descriptive points which are clearly about a specific location. There is some clear explanation. The response is well communicated with good use of geographical terms.







An example mark scheme for 4 mark foundation tier questions


One mark will be given for each relevant point. Further marks are available for development of the point or for specific detail of a case study or example if that is required by the question. There is a maximum of 3 marks for basic points without development. Development means either further explanation or specific information.


An example mark scheme for SPaG (spelling, punctuation and grammar)


It is important to remember that some questions have spelling, punctuation and grammar marks awarded to them. This means that the examiner will be looking carefully at your spelling, punctuation and grammar and the way that you use geographical terminology.


The questions that give marks for SPaG are:
Unit 1 – the last question on the paper
Unit 2 – the last part of the question on Section B (Wasteful World or Watery World)
Unit 3 – the last part of the question on Section B (Moving World or Tourist’s World)






	Marks

	Commentary






	0 marks

	Errors hinder the meaning of the response. The candidate does not use spelling, punctuation or the rules of grammar within the context of the question.






	1 mark

	Spelling, punctuation and use of grammar are reasonably accurate in the context of the question. Errors do not hinder the meaning of the response. Where required, a limited range of specialist terms are used appropriately.






	2–3 marks

	Spelling, punctuation and use of grammar are considerably accurate in the context of the question. Where required, a good range of specialist terms are used.






	4 marks

	Spelling, punctuation and use of grammar are consistently accurate in the context of the question. Where required, a wide range of specialist terms are used with precision.
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Unit 1 Geographical Skills and Challenges


Chapter 1 Basic Skills
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Basic skills


How to label and annotate diagrams, graphs, sketch maps


You could be asked to do this in any of the units. For example, in Unit 2, you might get a question such as ‘Draw an annotated diagram showing the formation of a waterfall or stack’.


In the Unit 1 exam, you could be asked to:





•  complete the annotations on a diagram



•  label a graph to show its main features



•  annotate a sketch.
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Exam tip


Ensure you have practice looking at Ordnance Survey (OS) maps and photographs of the same area so that you can identify:





•  features on the map that are not on the photograph



•  features on the photograph that are not on the map.
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Check your understanding





1 Name one feature that is on Figure 1 (on page 2) but is not on the map on page 14.



2 Name one feature that is on the map on page 14 but is not in Figure 1.





Go online for answers
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How to draw, label and annotate sketches


For the exam you will usually need to show that you are able to complete a sketch. It is unlikely that you would be asked to draw the whole sketch because of time constraints.
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Exam tip


Follow the simple rules below:





•  Some of the most important lines, such as rivers, coastline and the outline of the hills, will have been drawn for you. You could be asked to complete them.



•  You could then be asked to add certain features such as woodlands, settlements or roads.



•  You may possibly then be asked to label and annotate your sketch.
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Check your understanding


Figure 2 is an incomplete sketch of Figure 1. Complete the sketch by adding the rest of the hills, Buttermere Lake, the field pattern and Buttermere Village.


Go online for answers
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How to interpret aerial, oblique and satellite photographs



Photographs show features of the landscape that are not on OS maps, such as the crops being grown in the fields. You might be asked to interpret aerial, oblique or satellite photographs but do you know the difference?





•  Aerial photographs are taken from directly above, like the view of a flying bird.



•  Oblique photographs are taken at an angle, so the detail of buildings can be seen.



•  Satellite photographs are images taken from space. They show patterns of features, such as lights in an urban area. However, they can also show much more detail, such as the cars on a street.





When a photograph is interpreted, it involves describing and explaining the physical and human geography which can be seen on the photograph. It is important that the writing is coherent and shows good literacy skills when expressing geographical points.
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Exam tip


In the exam, you might be asked if a photograph is an oblique, aerial or satellite image.
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Check your understanding





1 Is Figure 3 an aerial, oblique or satellite image?



2 A village can be seen on the photograph. Describe the shape of the village. You can refer to the information on the shape of settlements on page 11 to help you.



3 What services might be in the village which cannot be seen on the photograph, but would be marked on an OS map?





Go online for answers
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Exam practice


Describe the human landscape shown on the photograph in Figure 3.


(3 marks)


Answers online
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Chapter 2 Cartographic Skills
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Atlas maps


How to describe the distribution or pattern of physical or human features on an atlas map


Atlases contain maps which show physical patterns, such as the height of the land, and human patterns, such as population density. Atlas maps can be at different scales, showing features in a country through to global features.
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Exam tip


In an exam you will need to be able to describe patterns of human geography and patterns of physical geography and relate them to each other.


When describing a distribution or pattern on an atlas map:





•  start with a general statement about where the features are located on the map



•  then go into greater detail, such as mentioning the area of the country or any particular features, for example the name of the sea next to that area.





It is a good idea to point out any anomalies.
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Exam tip
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Check your understanding


Describe the pattern shown in Figure 2.


Go online for answers
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Exam practice


Compare and contrast the information shown in Figure 1 and Figure 2.


(4 marks)


Answers online
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Sketch maps


How to draw, label, annotate, understand and interpret sketch maps


In the exam you may be asked to complete a sketch map. Remember, the examiner is not expecting a perfect replica of the map, but accuracy with the location of roads, woodlands or other features will be expected. If you are asked to complete a sketch map but not told what to include, just include the important features such as roads, railway lines, settlements and woods. Don’t forget the title!
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Check your understanding


Copy out and complete the sketch map in Figure 3.


Add the following features using the OS map on page 14:




    • Crummock Water, Loweswater and the river connecting them


    • B5289 and the rest of the secondary road network


    • a mixed wood


    • two camp and caravan sites


    • national/regional cycle network


    • three car parks


    • 100-metre contour line.





Go online for answers
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