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A note on language


‘Enslaved person’ is now used as the more emergent terminology rather than ‘slave’.


A note on money


Until the early 19th century, the Spanish silver dollar (equal to eight reales) and its divisions provided the usual money in the British colonies. From the 1820s, British coins were introduced: twelve pennies made a shilling, twenty shillings made a pound. Specially designed pennies and halfpennies were issued for Jamaica from 1869 (and a farthing, or quarter-penny, was added later) and the pounds-shillings-and-pence system continued to be used until the Jamaican dollar was introduced in 1969.


British Honduras (Belize) got its own coins in cent values in 1885. In the other British West Indian territories, the British coins generally came to be valued on a dollars and cents system ($1 = 100¢), with $1.00 equal to four shillings and two pence, so that a shilling equalled 24¢ and a penny 2¢. Only in 1955 were coins valued in cents issued for the Eastern Group of the British Caribbean Territories and the British coins in shillings and pence phased out, though notes in dollars had been in circulation for many years before this.





1 THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
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Key Ideas




•  The Industrial Revolution is the name given to the series of changes that transformed Britain into the first modern industrial nation.


•  Britain’s Caribbean colonies both contributed to and were affected by the process of industrialisation.
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In the mid-17th century, Britain was a predominantly agricultural society. Most people lived in villages and their lives were dependent on a system of agriculture, which had changed comparatively little for centuries. By the mid-19th century, most people in Britain lived in large industrial towns and cities, and earned their living working in factories which exported goods all over the world.


These changes are usually called the Industrial Revolution. However, they are perhaps better thought of as evolutionary rather than revolutionary because of the pace at which they occurred. How did the Industrial Revolution come about? Why did it happen in Britain before anywhere else? How did the Caribbean contribute to it? And how was the Caribbean affected by it?
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Background to the Industrial Revolution


The Industrial Revolution was not caused by one single event. A number of factors were involved, which all interacted with one another. Political upheaval in the 17th century had greatly reduced the power of the monarchy and made Britain a much more open society than many of its European neighbours. The nobility and the traditional upper classes continued to enjoy considerable power and privileges, and the majority of the population still had no say in how they were ruled. But the smaller landowners and the wealthy merchants had come to play a part in the running of the country. Owning land was still seen as a better mark of status, but making money through trade was also now respectable. The legal system gave strong support to property rights and trade was much less regulated than in many other countries.


Britain also possessed significant natural resources. There was plenty of coal and iron ore, and rivers could be used to provide power through water wheels. Carrying anything bulky by land was slow and difficult. But the rivers, the many seaports, and the fact that nowhere in the country was more than 70 miles from the sea, all helped with transport.


However, these resources needed both labour and capital to develop them. Changes in agriculture ensured the availability of both. Much land, which had previously been held in common for all, passed into private ownership as a result of what is called the ‘enclosure movement’.


This process of privatisation started earlier and was much more thorough in England than elsewhere in Europe. Only those who were already rich were in a position to get Parliament to pass an enclosure act, privatising common land for their personal benefit. Wealthy landowners gained more land, and therefore had more freedom to experiment with new agricultural machinery and methods. These innovations significantly increased food production during the 18th century, so that Britain was able to support a growing population and to sell food to other countries. This gave landowners more capital which they could invest elsewhere. At the same time, many people found that the combination of enclosures and improved agricultural methods – which required less labour – meant they could no longer make a living working on the land. They soon began to move to the towns to look for work.


Technological change


A larger population also increased the demand for manufactured goods. The textile industry was the first to be mechanised. Spinners, usually women, transformed the wool or cotton fibres into thread or yarn. The yarn in turn was made into cloth by weavers (usually men). A number of inventions made it possible to spin thread by machine faster and more efficiently than could be done with a hand-operated spinning wheel. However, when Richard Arkwright invented his waterframe in 1769, it was too big to be used in the home and required water as a source of energy.
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As a result it had to be housed in a mill near a water source. The days of home spinning were over! Weavers did not begin to join the factory system until some 20 years later when Edmund Cartwright invented the power loom. This eventually made possible the complete mechanisation of the textile industry. Capitalists soon built factories to house large numbers of spinning or weaving machines and employed workers to operate them.


These innovations were made possible or were speeded up by other inventions such as the steam engine, which meant factories no longer had to be built near a source of water to power a waterwheel.


Coal replaced wood or charcoal as a form of energy and the use of coal for smelting ore produced a better quality iron. This in turn made possible more sophisticated engineering projects. Abraham Darby III built the first iron bridge at Coalbrookdale in Shropshire, England in 1779. In 1807, Robert Fulton successfully used the steam engine to propel a boat on the Hudson River in the United States. In 1814, the English engineer, George Stephenson, successfully harnessed steam power for a moving engine or locomotive, making possible the development of railways.
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Inventions and their purposes


	Inventor

	Date






	Steam Engine – used to pump water from tin mines

	Thomas Savery

	1698






	Steam Engine – used to pump water from coal mines

	Thomas Newcomen

	c. 1712






	Flying Shuttle – weaving

	John Kay

	1733






	Spinning Jenny – spinning

	James Hargreaves

	1764






	Steam Engine – used steam as a source of energy to move machinery

	James Watt

	1769–84






	Waterframe – spinning

	Richard Arkwright

	1769






	Mule – spinning

	Samuel Crompton

	1779






	Power Loom – weaving

	Edmund Cartwright

	1785







The other side of industrialisation


Women and children as well as men were employed in factories. They often worked 12 to 16 hours a day in noisy, dirty and poorly-ventilated conditions. Wages were often too low to provide a decent living. Safety standards were low and workers were often hurt in accidents.


Towns sprung up in areas next to factories and were largely unplanned. Sanitation was poor and the crowded tenements were nothing more than health hazards. Many people in the early 19th century claimed that factory workers in Britain had a harder life than field-slaves in the Caribbean colonies.
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The Industrial Revolution and the Caribbean


The Caribbean both contributed to Britain’s Industrial Revolution and was in turn affected by it. Both the African slave trade and the plantations in the Caribbean were consumers of British-made goods, such as trade guns, brass manillas, chains and shackles, machinery for the mills and boiling-houses, and tools and clothing for the slaves. Britain made money refining sugar from the Caribbean and exporting it to other countries. The cotton industry, which became so important in the later 18th century, used mainly raw cotton from the Caribbean (only in the early 19th century did the southern states of the United States of America become the main supplier). In his famous book Capitalism and Slavery (1944), Eric Williams (later prime minister of Trinidad and Tobago) argued that the Industrial Revolution was made possible by the profits of the slave trade and Caribbean sugar plantations.


Some of the innovations of the Industrial Revolution were adopted in the Caribbean at an early stage. As early as 1768, there were experiments in Jamaica using steam power to grind sugar cane, and Cuba was the first country to grind sugar cane successfully using steam (from 1797). This, and other technical innovations in the sugar industry, were adopted on a large scale in Trinidad and British Guiana in the 19th century. The great expansion of the Cuban sugar industry in the same period was dependent on the widespread use of steam power.


The Iron Bridge over the Rio Cobre near Spanish Town, Jamaica, was built in 1801 using cast-iron sections imported from England and is believed to be the earliest cast-iron bridge in the Americas. The first railway in Cuba opened in 1837 (before any were built in Spain) and the first railway in the British colonies was constructed in Jamaica in 1845. Railways were important for the development of the sugar industry, particularly in the larger territories, as well as for passenger traffic. The coming of the steam ship not only improved inter-island communication but communication with the metropolis as well.
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Political change in Britain


In Britain, the Industrial Revolution created many more manufacturers and tradesmen, who enjoyed considerable wealth. Following the Great Reform Bill (passed in 1832) they also gained increased political power and influence in the British Parliament. Unlike the planters and their supporters, this new class had no economic interest in slavery. They believed wage labour was more cost effective than slave labour and that free labourers would consume more of their manufactured goods than a population of slaves. They were strong supporters of the abolition of slavery in the British colonies.
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Research Exercises





1  Find out more about how some of the different machines invented during the Industrial Revolution worked, and why one technological innovation often stimulated others.



2  Find out more about how new inventions were used in the Caribbean sugar industry in the 19th century.





Exercises





1  What relationship was there between improvements in agriculture and the industrialisation of Britain?



2  How did the Caribbean contribute to the Industrial Revolution?



3  Name three ways in which the Caribbean was affected by the Industrial Revolution.
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Then and Now


There have been several technological developments since the Industrial Revolution. Select one, such as the airplane, and using a table or a diagram to show ‘then’ and ‘now’, explain two ways it has affected life in the Caribbean.
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2 A TIME OF REVOLUTIONS
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Key Ideas




•  The end of the 18th century saw three great political upheavals – the American War of Independence (often referred to as the American Revolution), the French Revolution and the Haitian Revolution.


•  These had far-ranging effects not only on the countries directly involved, but also on the Caribbean as a whole.
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The establishment of British Colonies in North America


The 13 colonies in North America, which later became the United States of America, were established at different times between 1607 and 1733, and grew up fairly independently of each other and Britain.
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From the early days of settlement, life for the colonists was far from easy. They encountered many challenges, such as in their relationships with the native Indians with whom they traded, but with whom they also came into conflict. They also had to deal with the French presence in the continent, which eventually led to war between the colonists and the British on one side, and the French and their Indian allies. Known as the French and Indian War, this started in 1754 and ended in 1763 with the Treaty of Paris. Two major results of this war were the removal of the French presence in North America and a huge war debt incurred by Britain.


The road to independence and revolutionary war


The British government sought to make the North American colonists contribute more to their own defence through increased taxation. Many of the colonists felt that the new taxes were unjust because they were imposed without their consent through laws passed by the British Parliament, in which they were not represented. The colonists did more than complain. They boycotted British goods and organised violent protests directed against officials of the British government.


Britain responded by passing new laws to punish the colonists and attempted to impose these in North America by force. Representatives of 12 of the colonies (Georgia was absent) met in 1774, in what was called the First Continental Congress, to coordinate opposition to the British policies.


Before the planned second meeting of the Congress, there were two skirmishes at Lexington and Concord between British troops and colonial militia, which led to fatalities on both sides.


Deciding on independence


The events at Lexington and Concord were fresh in the minds of the colonists when they assembled at the Second Continental Congress in May 1775. While they agreed to support the war against Britain (with George Washington as their military leader), some remained reluctant to reject British rule altogether. It took the impassioned writings of Thomas Paine, in his pamphlet Common Sense (January 1776), to help the colonists decide the issue of ‘submission or independence’.


In July 1776, the colonists’ decision was encapsulated in the Declaration of Independence, written primarily by Thomas Jefferson, but with help from Benjamin Franklin and John Adams.
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Class Discussion


What were the reasons behind the American Declaration of Independence and can they be justified? Engage in a class debate, with one side arguing the British case and the other side arguing the colonists’ position.
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The War of Independence


At first the colonists were hard pressed by the British forces, but from 1778 the conflict became an international one, with the French, the Spanish and the Dutch joining the war on the American side. The Caribbean was drawn into the war and the British achieved some successes in the region, such as the Battle of the Saints (1782). In North America, however, the British defeat by American and French troops at Yorktown in October 1781 effectively brought the war to an end. Peace talks in Paris led to Britain officially recognising American independence on 3 September 1783.


Consequences of the War of Independence for the Caribbean


The war disrupted long-established trading relationships between the British colonies in North America and those in the Caribbean. In Barbados, slaves died of starvation, as they were largely dependent on foodstuffs imported from the North American colonies. In colonies such as Jamaica, where slaves had provision grounds, the impact was not so catastrophic. Nevertheless, all the colonies suffered, as the cost of running the estates and rates for freight and insurance all increased.


Some of the Loyalist exiles (North American colonists who continued to support British rule and chose not to remain in the United States) found themselves in islands such as The Bahamas, Dominica and Jamaica. Among them were black Americans who had been freed by the British in their attempt to disrupt the American position. Some of these ex-slaves brought the Baptist religion to Jamaica in 1783. Along with the Baptist missionaries who arrived from England in 1814, these black preachers from America were to fire the imaginations of the enslaved population with their preaching and their messages of salvation.
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The French Revolution and the Caribbean


The cost of war in support of the Americans contributed to a financial and political crisis in France, which resulted in the French Revolution in 1789. This led to the abolition of the monarchy and many traditional institutions, and a prolonged period of upheaval in Europe, as other countries opposed to these changes went to war with France. Britain and France were at war for most of the period from 1793–1815 and, once again, the Caribbean colonies were involved in the conflict, with a number of territories changing hands, some of them more than once. The French colony of Martinique, for example, was occupied by the British for most of the period. Britain and the United States of America were also at war, 1812–14, and USA ships attacked British ships in the Caribbean, adding to the disruption of trade. The most important effect of the French Revolution in the region, however, was the way it caused another revolution in France’s largest colony, Saint-Domingue.
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Saint-Domingue before its revolution


French buccaneers and logwood cutters had begun to settle in the western part of Hispaniola by the mid-16th century, but it was only in 1697 that Spain, which claimed the whole island, ceded the western third to France. French settlers developed what came to be called Saint-Domingue into the richest plantation colony in the world. By the late 18th century, approximately one-third of all the sugar and half the coffee traded internationally came from Saint-Domingue. Although this made the planters wealthy, they were unhappy with restrictions imposed on their trade by France, which were intended to benefit France at the expense of her colony.



The social composition of the colony


In 1789, there were approximately 35 000 white people, 30 000 free black people, 500 000 slaves and perhaps some tens of thousands of Maroons in Saint-Domingue. The white people were divided among themselves, since the grands blancs (wealthy planters) did not have the same interests or outlook as the petits blancs (poor white people). Many of the free black people were wealthy and owned land and slaves, but as in other parts of the Caribbean, they faced legal and social restrictions caused by the prejudices of the white people.


The outbreak of revolution in France led to challenges to French authority in the colony. The great slogan of the revolution was ‘Liberty, Equality, Fraternity’, but people in Saint-Domingue were unsure just how far their new rulers in France intended to apply this in the colony. The grands blancs wanted freedom from colonialist restrictions, but did not want to share this with anybody else. The petits blancs wanted equality with the grands blancs, but had no intention of recognising the free black people, let alone the slaves, as their equals. The white people were also split between supporters of the French monarchy and republicans (supporters of an elected government). Some of the free black people wanted equal rights for themselves but, again, did not include the slaves in their plans.




[image: image]






[image: image]




In Saint-Domingue alone, among the Caribbean colonies, the free black people were numerous enough to contemplate seizing power on their own. In 1790, while the white people were squabbling among themselves, two free black people called Vincent Ogé and Jean-Baptiste Chavannes started a rebellion intended to secure equality for their class. However, they had only a few hundred supporters. The rebellion was easily defeated and in February 1791, Ogé and Chavannes were tortured to death to discourage further rebellion.


Meanwhile, the slaves had been planning to secure their own freedom. There was a long tradition of slave resistance in Saint-Domingue and there had been a major rebellion in 1757, led by a slave called Mackandal.


Betrayal by another slave resulted in the capture and execution of Mackandal. However, resistance continued and slaves used the cover of Voudoun meetings to organise rebellions.


In 1791, the slaves of the plantations of Saint-Domingue’s northern plain rose up in revolt. This was the beginning of over a decade of war which cost many thousands of lives. Many different sides were involved in the conflict, in often-changing alliances: the slaves, the free black people, different groups of local white people, the Spanish in the eastern part of Hispaniola, armies sent from France to recapture the colony and restore slavery, and Britain, which spent several years and millions of pounds trying to take advantage of the conflict and secure Saint-Domingue’s riches for itself.


Boukman, the original leader of the slave uprising, was killed early on, but soon after a new leader emerged. This was an ex-slave called Toussaint L’Ouverture.


Toussaint L’Ouverture


Toussaint L’Ouverture became one of the most well-known figures of the Haitian Revolution.


While he was undoubtedly helped by the devastating effects tropical diseases had on the armies sent from Europe, Toussaint was also a brilliant military leader. By 1797, he had defeated most of his enemies or out-manoeuvred them politically. The following year he drove out the British and by 1801 he had defeated a number of local rivals and brought the entire island, including the Spanish colony in the eastern part, under his rule. He proclaimed a new constitution, which formally acknowledged French authority but also made him Governor General for life.
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However, when made the new ruler of France in 1799, Napoleon Bonaparte was determined to bring the colony back under French control and a treaty with Britain, which brought about a temporary peace in 1801 gave him his opportunity. Although a French official in Saint-Domingue, Léger-Félicité Sonthonax, had negotiated with Toussaint L’Ouverture and declared all the slaves free in 1793, Napoleon also wished to re-establish slavery and the power of the planters. In 1802, a new French army under Napoleon’s brother-in-law arrived in Saint-Domingue. Toussaint was seized by treachery and deported to France, where he died in April 1803.


The war against the French was carried on by Toussaint’s associates, particularly Jean-Jacques Dessalines and Henri Christophe. The French were finally driven out in November 1803 and on 1 January 1804, Dessalines formally proclaimed the country independent under one of its old Amerindian names – Haiti.


Effects of the revolution on Haiti and the wider Caribbean


The destruction of the estates during the revolution greatly reduced the production of export crops. The country slowly adopted a small-scale peasant economy based on the production of goods for local consumption. The economy was further drained when in 1825, President Boyer agreed to pay a massive indemnity to France in return for its recognition of Haitian independence.


Although white people were effectively eliminated from the local political scene, the country continued to be bedevilled by divisions between black people and persons of mixed race well into the last decades of the 20th century. This led to prolonged political instability and periods of foreign intervention.


Other Caribbean countries benefited from increased demand for their own sugar and coffee as exports from Haiti declined. They also gained the skills and expertise (especially in coffee cultivation) of some of the white people and black people who fled the war-torn nation.


Summing up the revolutions


The American, French and Haitian Revolutions failed to live up to their initial promise. The American Revolution claimed to offer (in the words of the Declaration of Independence) ‘life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’ to all, but while the new United States of America was in many ways a freer society than those of Europe, it took nearly a century to free its slaves. The Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, passed by the French National Assembly in 1789, asserted that ‘Men are born and remain free and equal in rights’, but slaves and women were not included, and slavery was not finally abolished in France’s remaining Caribbean colonies until 1848.


Independent Haiti had abolished slavery, but most of the population remained poor and authoritarian traditions have proved hard to shake off. Nevertheless, the Haitian Revolution, which spanned 1791–1804, must be acknowledged as unique. It was the only slave revolt in the Americas which resulted in the establishment of a nation free from slavery and governed by former slaves. The revolution had a resounding effect across the region, undermining long held beliefs about racial inferiority and the ability of black people to out-manoeuvre European opponents.


Nevertheless, these revolutions were an inspiration to those seeking change elsewhere. In the early 19th century, Spain’s authority in her American colonies broke down as a result of the occupation of Spain by France. By the 1820s, a series of wars of liberation had won the independence of all the Spanish colonies on the American continent, although Spain was to keep control of Cuba and Puerto Rico until 1898. Some of the planters in the British Caribbean colonies sympathised with the North American colonists (to whom they were sometimes connected by ties of blood and marriage as well as trade), but the need for British military force to protect them from their own slaves kept them loyal. On the other hand, the knowledge that the long and bloody struggle of slaves in Saint-Domingue to secure their freedom had eventually been successful was an inspiration to slaves elsewhere in the Caribbean.
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Research Exercises


Use library and internet resources to find out more about the Haitian Revolution. You could look at some of the following issues:





1  What special circumstances in Saint-Domingue helped the success of the revolution?



2  How was the revolution affected by events in France?



3  How important was the role of Toussaint L’Ouverture during the revolution?
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Exercises





1  What effects did the American Revolution have on the Caribbean?



2  Why do you think the American Revolution involved so many countries?



3  What are the consequences of the Haitian Revolution as a whole?
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What would you do?





1  Imagine that it is 1793. You are the son of a slave in Saint-Domingue. Explain what you would do to take advantage of the changes taking place in your country?



2  It is 1804. How would you feel if you lived in Jamaica as a slave and heard about Haitian independence?
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3 THE TRUTH SHALL SET YOU FREE
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Key Ideas




•  Missionaries became active in converting the slaves to Christianity in the 18th century.


•  Some missionaries taught slaves to accept their condition, while others encouraged them to question it.


•  Planter persecution of missionaries and their converts helped to turn opinion in Britain against slavery.
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This chapter examines the role that different churches, and Protestant missionaries in particular, played in the movement towards Emancipation (freedom for the slaves). The next two chapters look at the work of anti-slavery activists in Europe, and at the part played by the slaves themselves in securing their own emancipation.


Catholics and Protestants


In the colonies of Spain and France, the Roman Catholic Church enjoyed a privileged position. However, many of the slaves, even though baptised, received little in the way of Christian instruction. One result was that they interpreted what they heard in terms of what they already believed, so that saints of the Catholic Church came to be identified with gods from West African religions. This is the origin of religions such as Santería in Cuba and Vodun (Voodoo) in Haiti.


When some of these colonies passed into British hands (Dominica, Grenada, St Lucia and Trinidad), the influence of the Catholic Church remained strong among all sections of the population, even though the British authorities did their best to favour and encourage the Anglican Church (Church of England).


In the British colonies, the Anglican Church was the established church. However, the Anglican priests who came to the colonies were sent specifically to serve the white colonists and few did anything to convert the enslaved population to Christianity. Only in the late 18th century, when Protestant Churches, who were not Anglican (nonconformists), had already begun their work among the slaves, did the Anglican Church increase its own efforts. A few Anglican missionaries were then sent to the Caribbean to work among the slaves. From 1824 the British government paid for two Anglican bishops in the Caribbean (in Jamaica and Barbados) and for additional priests, churches and church schools. This was intended to help the conversion of the slaves to Christianity along Anglican lines. In spite of competition from the nonconformists, it had a significant effect in some Caribbean countries by the time of Emancipation.
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The Moravians


It was the nonconformists, however, who had the greatest effect on the British colonies as a whole. The first Protestant missionaries sent to the Caribbean specifically to convert the slaves were Moravians. The Moravian Church had its origin in Central Europe and many of the early Moravian missionaries were speakers of German. In the Caribbean, they started in St Thomas in 1732 (later moving to the other islands of the Danish West Indies, St Croix and St John) and from there they spread to Jamaica (1754), Antigua (1756), Barbados (1765), St Kitts (1777) and Tobago (1790).


The Moravians’ approach was to seek the permission of estate owners to live on their estates. There, they would work, as well as teach the slaves in their free time. Slaves in Moravian missions were taught to obey their masters and accept their enslavement with grace, Christian love and respect. Because of this, Moravian missionaries were often welcomed and encouraged by the planters and were seldom exposed to persecution.
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The Methodists


Methodism was begun in England by the Rev. John Wesley (1703–91) as a movement to encourage more fervent religious belief and practice within the Anglican Church. Although Wesley himself remained an Anglican priest, by the time of his death Methodism had in effect become a separate church. Methodism was brought to Antigua in 1760 by Nathaniel Gilbert, a prominent local planter who had joined the Methodists while on a visit to England. Later, Methodist missionaries were sent from England to Antigua and other parts of the Caribbean to develop churches in the region.
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A 18 Caribbean railway in the 19th century (the Havana to San Diego line, Cuba)
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A 14 Richard Arkwright's waterframe invented in 1769
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A 25 Amarket In Saint-Domingue before the Revolution
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A 27 Portrait of Toussaint 'Ouverture
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