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				INTRODUCTION

				“The city isn’t like it used to be,” long-time residents say about San Francisco, neck and neck with New York for America’s highest cost of living, as new arrivals share stories about the stratospheric price of a place to sleep or a loaf of sourdough bread. Yet San Francisco is also exactly what it has always been—an open-minded and open-hearted city that changes with every generation of newcomers.

				San Francisco is perhaps America’s greatest hotbed of invention. The birthplace of the blue jean, television and the Twitter hashtag, the Beat Generation and the Hippies, the United Nations and the Pride Parade, San Francisco has been shaped by waves of discovery and change, both in its geography and its residents. The history of the city includes the Gold Rush, the massive earthquakes of ’06 and ’89, the Summer of Love, the battle for gay rights and a cure for AIDS, the disruption of dot-coms and tech giants. 
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				Yet the essential San Francisco remains the same place the Spanish missionaries found back in 1776, a jewel of a city constrained and protected by its peninsula of land jutting out into the Bay where Otis Redding sat on his dock. It turns out, San Francisco’s greatest invention is itself.

				San Francisco sits on a peninsula of stunning vistas, vibrant neighborhoods, steep climbs and crooked streets, tech behemoths and corner cafés, Chinatown and Russian Hill, mysterious characters and romantic cable cars, all blanketed most evenings by a layer of fog locals call Karl. The City’s revered columnist Herb Caen spoke for all residents of San Francisco when he said: “One day if I go to heaven … I’ll look around and say, ‘It ain’t bad, but it ain’t San Francisco.” 

				This book is for all those who have yet to fall in love with the City by the Bay, and for all those who have already left their heart there. 
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				A Brief History

				The history of San Francisco is a story of seismic change, on the ground and in its people.

			

		

	
		
			
				10

			

		

		
			
				Mission Dolores

				As the American colonies declared independence from Britain in 1776, Spanish missionaries founded the Mission Dolores around which San Francisco was built. 
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				The mission has persevered through the Gold Rush, devastating earthquakes, two World Wars, the cultural upheavals of the ’60s and ’70s, the financial shocks of the dot-com bust and the Tech Boom. 

				And so has San Francisco. 
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				San Francisco values did not come into the world with flowers in their hair; they were born howling, in blood and strife … One of San Francisco’s more flowery laureates anointed it ‘the cool gray city of love.’ But the people who cling to 
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				its hills and hollows and know its mercurial temperament—the sudden juggernaut of sea fog and wind that can shroud the sun and chill the soul—recognize San Francisco as a rougher beast.

				David Talbot, journalist, in his book Season of the Witch
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				The earliest archaeological evidence of humans living in the territory of the city of San Francisco dates back to 4000 bc. 

			

		

		
			
				A BRIEF HISTORY

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				15

			

		

		
			
				Foreshadowing the “foodie” reputation of their descendants, early San Franciscans over-indulged in mussels and oysters, leaving millions of shells in mounds to be discovered in the early 20th century. 
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