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INTRODUCTION


Ariana Grande is the voice of her generation – and what an incredible voice it is. Today, and for the past decade or so, Ariana has remained one of the most prolific and passionate singers on the planet, releasing a staggering symphony of critically and commercially acclaimed studio albums and singles, each one an impressive progression on what came before.


Hailing from Boca Raton, Florida, and born in 1993, Ariana’s victorious path to TV, music and film glory has been a phenomenal, if sometimes hellish, ride, full of intense highs and severe lows, and with more than her unfair share of tragedy, grief, controversies, fear and false starts. She may have experienced her first taste of fame as a 15-year-old Broadway actress in 2008 and blossomed on screen as Cat Valentine in the show Victorious, but it was as the R&B and pop singer extraordinaire that Ariana Grande truly discovered her destiny. In ten years and seven albums, this kind-hearted princess has possessed the charts with a string of R&B bangers, pop ballads and trap beats, each one energizing Ariana’s loyal fanbase (the Arianators), each one a modern classic. Right now, Ariana Grande rules the world. And thank God she does. She’s precisely what we need.


This grand little guide is the ultimate celebration of Ari; a tiny tome packed with her greatest words of wit and wisdom (of which there are a lot – she’s got a wicked sense of humour). As compact as the singer herself – despite her last name, ironically, meaning large – this pocket-sized, petite compendium delves deep into Ariana’s still-rising stardom and throws a bright eternal spotlight on what makes her shine. Enjoy!
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ARI FROM BOCA


Ariana’s childhood was as blessed, and as cursed, as the plots of the fantasy and horror movies she watched, and idolized, as she grew up.


Her parents’ divorce may have detonated her fun-filled Floridan family life when she was only eight, but for Ariana, an ordinary, normal life was never part of the plan anyway…
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I loved growing up in Boca Raton, it was a great place to grow up. I grew up going to the beach all the time. I started doing theatre in a family community theatre there. I was eight years old when I started – performing The Wizard of Oz and Beauty and the Beast and all those cute plays. I played Annie, it was my first role, and then I just never stopped! When I was 13 I started taking it seriously.
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Ariana, on her Florida hometown, interview with Lauren Nostro, Complex, August 27, 2013.
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I was singing in the car with my mom. I was about four or five or something. My mom was like ‘Do that again.’ And she was like ‘Oh my God, you can really sing!’ I thought everyone was a singer. I thought it was normal!
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Ariana, on the moment when her mother Joan realized her daughter could sing, interview with Davina McCall, An Evening with Ariana Grande, November 1, 2018.
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I was a very weird little girl. I always wanted to have skeleton face paint on or be wearing a Freddy Krueger mask, and I would carry a hockey stick around.
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Ariana, on her childhood, and being “dark and deranged”, interview with Lizzy Goodman, Billboard, August 15, 2014.
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I am a workaholic. It is the thing I know how to do best. I’ve been working straight since I made my Broadway debut at the age of 14.
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Ariana, on her prolific body of work and her love of her job, interview with Giles Hattersley, Vogue, August 14, 2018.







Ariana’s first gig, as confirmed by her on The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon, was performing America’s national anthem, “The Star Spangled Banner”, at a sold-out Florida Panthers hockey game in 2001.


She was just eight years old! The YouTube video of this moment has more than 10 million views.
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My family was the stereotypical poker-playing, loud, friendly, food-shoving, loving, Italian family.


[image: ]


Ariana, on her Italian American upbringing, interview with Joe La Puma, Complex, November 5, 2013.
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I auditioned for [the musical] 13, and out of thousands of kids they picked me! I came to New York with my best friend [Aaron Simon Gross]; we had grown up together doing musical theatre since we were seven years old. The cast was 13 kids and out of 13 kids, we both got cast, out of thousands of kids. How is that even possible? It was insane.


[image: ]


Ariana, on getting cast for 13, a Broadway production, with her childhood friend from Boca Raton, interview with Lauren Nostro, Complex, August 27, 2013.
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To me the idea of being a role model is just being unapologetically yourself. That can be me simply dressing sexier on some days and more conservatively on other days because that’s how I wake up feeling. I believe in authenticity.
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Ariana, on being true to herself, and being a role model, interview with Craig McLean, Daily Telegraph, October 14, 2014.
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I come from a strong, loud Italian family. We don’t take shit from anybody.
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Ariana, when asked if she would ever be forced into doing something she didn’t want to do for her music, interview with Craig McLean, Daily Telegraph, October 14, 2014.
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Growing up, I was listening to Whitney Houston’s The Bodyguard soundtrack all the time, as well as a lot of Judy Garland and oldies, and divas. I just loved music; I was just always writing cute songs with GarageBand too. Music was always such a massive part of my life, it’s my passion.
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Ariana, on her childhood playlists and earliest songwriting attempts, interview with Lauren Nostro, Complex, August 27, 2013.
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I would stand in front of the TV and mimic her body movements. I was always fascinated. She carried herself in a way that was so protected and soft and Judy.


[image: ]


Ariana, on her biggest singing influence, and idol, Judy Garland, interview with Giles Hattersley, Vogue, August 14, 2018.
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My nonna is the best cook in the world. She made the best marinara sauce ever. Every Christmas she’d make zeppole and spiedini and everything Italian. Then I grew up and changed my diet completely. Now, I only eat salmon, vegetables, and fruits – super healthy.
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Ariana, on no longer enjoying the delicious treats of her family’s Sicilian heritage, interview with Joe La Puma, Complex, November 5, 2013.
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My mom is a CEO and owns a company that manufactures communications equipment for the Marines and the Navy. So she’s not really the housewife type, if you get what I’m saying.
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Ariana, on the “most badass, independent woman you’ll ever meet – not the cookies-in-the-oven type” mother, Joan, interview with Joe La Puma, Complex, November 5, 2013.
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That was very hard as a young girl when my parents got divorced. Being in the middle of it was so stressful. And of course being made up of both of them – I was like, ‘Hey, if they both dislike each other’s attributes so much, what am I to like about me? I’m made from these two people and I’m caught in the middle of all this fighting.’ It was traumatic.
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