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For Mum: enjoy the cakes …  
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Mariella Mystery (that’s me!) – totally amazing girl detective, aged nine and three quarters. So busy solving complex, utterly astounding and nail-biting mysteries, I barely have time to do anything else. (This includes baking cakes.)


This is my top secret journal. All good detectives write down important information about their investigations. If you don’t, you could forget a vital clue which might mean a mystery remains unsolved … 
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(If you are my annoying brother, Arthur, STEP AWAY. This book will self-destruct in five, four, three, two ...)


(If you are my annoying brother, Arthur, STEP AWAY. This book will self-destruct in five, four, three, two ...)
























	  		







Saturday 3rd May



 
Saturday 3rd May



















	  		































3:00pm 


MYSTERY GIRLS HQ


Even when I’m not solving mysteries I can still use my amazing detective skills to help other people. Today the Mystery Girls completed an important mission. This is my mission report in full:


OPERATION BAKE-A-CAKE


PRIMARY OBJECTIVE: To make sure fellow Mystery Girl and BRILLIANT baker, Violet Maple, gets through to the finals of her favourite TV programme – Bake or Break. 
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(I haven’t seen it before but Violet says it’s crazily difficult and if you win you are officially the best young baker in the whole country.)
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THE TARGET:


Violet Maple
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Totally amazing girl detective (like me!) with the ability to bake the tastiest cakes ever. Has been known to have ‘Maple Meltdowns’ while mystery solving. We don’t want that to happen at Bake or Break. 
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THE TEAM:
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Poppy Holmes


Mystery Girl with a passion for finding clues and synchronised swimming. 
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Mariella Mystery


(Me) Brilliantly talented at detective work. Big fan of cakes baked by Violet, and most other types of cake.
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NOTE: Failure is not an option. This has been Violet’s ambition since she was five, when she first baked a cake with her Grandma Maple.
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CASE FILE:


8:45am: Leaving Mystery Girls HQ, Operation Bake-a-Cake is intercepted by the Prince of Annoyingness, Arthur Mystery (claims to be my little brother). He is waving his Bake or Break Annual and begs us to tell Bake or Break he is seven, not five and a half, so he can enter too. I say no way. 


8:55am: Bake or Break auditions, Puddleford Village Hall. The only way me and Poppy could gain access to the auditions was to enter the competition ourselves. I don’t know much about baking, but I know I like cake.
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9:03am: Violet has laid out her ingredients and is busy reading Grandma Maple’s recipe book. It’s full of useful baking information and has helped Violet think up loads of brilliant ideas for her own recipes (with a mysterious twist). 


9:05am: Me and Poppy locate tables next to Violet where we can watch for signs of stress. If we spot them early, hopefully we can avoid a full scale Maple Meltdown.


9:15am: I get out my recipe for Rainbow Cake. I’ve never tried baking anything before, but I don’t think it will be difficult – not compared to mystery-solving. 
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9:30am: The Bake or Break Talent Spotter says we all need to take this really seriously – if we bake some brilliant cakes we could go through to the next audition and even to the finals on TV. She says, “This is Bake or Break, guys. Five … four … three … two … one … BAKE!”


9:45am: Violet is staring into space holding a mixing bowl and a whisk. I alert Poppy using our emergency code word: FLAPJACK. We bang pots and pans. Violet snaps out of her trance and leaps into action. Meltdown averted.


10:30am: Poppy takes her cake out of the oven. It makes a weird fizzing noise and then explodes. Poppy deduces the twelve bags of popping candy she put in gave her cake too much ‘pop’. My cake doesn’t look like the picture in  the recipe either.
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11:00am: TENSE MOMENT. We hear Violet say, “I’m not sure about this” worriedly to herself. This is a clear sign she is starting to panic. (She is icing her Mystery Cake.) Poppy runs over and fans Violet with a tea towel.


11:30am: The Talent Spotter shouts that our time is up and judging of the cakes (the ones that survived baking) will commence. She tastes my cake first and looks as if she might throw up. (I deduce that I’m definitely better at being a detective than baking.)


11:32aM: The Bake or Break talent spotter said Violet’s cake showed star potential! WOW. The mysterious bit of her Mystery Cake was revealed when you cut into it. Inside there was a different coloured bit of sponge in the shape of a question mark.
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11:35am: Operation Bake-a-Cake is a success! Violet is through to the next audition! She is definitely going to win the competition and write a best-selling recipe book all about mysterious cakes. It could have recipes in it like the Truffles of Doom, or the Disappearing Cupcake, or something like that. I feel so proud of her.


PART ONE OF MISSION: COMPLETE!
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Crumbs from Violet’s latest cake experiment – yum!
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Mystery Girls HQ


Violet had the day off school today to go to the next round of auditions and she’s just been over with some AMAZING NEWS! She is through to the finals of Bake or Break, 
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on actual TV! And extra amazingness – the TV company has chosen our school field as the location for the Bake or Break marquee! Me and Poppy are going to be there to support Violet through the whole thing. (I hope there is loads of free cake.)
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So, instead of Mystery Girl team meetings, Poppy says we need to cover every aspect of Coping at an Extreme Baking Competition in Intensive Preparation Sessions. 


Tonight we’ve been recreating conditions Violet might experience in the Bake or Break kitchens.  I created extreme heat by blasting hot air into HQ from Mum’s travel hairdryer and Poppy banged some pans together to represent distracting ‘sounds of the kitchen’. Violet coped really well in Mystery Girls HQ but she’s still worried about what it will actually be like in the competition.
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Violet worries about stuff all the time. It’s our job to make sure she keeps calm. (I’ve had loads of practice at this – detectives need to be calm and level-headed in all sorts of tricky situations.) 


“I feel so nervous,” said Violet. “What if my baking is rubbish compared to the other contestants?”


“They might be talented, but I’m sure none of them will have the same mysterious edge as you,” I said. (Auditions have been held all around the country so we won’t know who the other four contestants are until the competition starts next week, but I’m sure this is true.)


Violet learned to bake with her Grandma Maple. Grandma Maple is really well known in Puddleford as the only person to ever win the Puddleford Summer Fete’s ‘Best Bake in Show’ award ten years in a row.
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One of her recipes, the Maple Marvel, became famous after it received the highest score EVER. Lots of people asked Grandma Maple for the recipe but she said it was absolutely top secret.


Grandma Maple is away at the moment on a cookery cruise, tasting cakes from other countries. She posted Violet her recipe book saying she hoped it would bring her luck in the competition. It definitely has so far! 


Violet’s come up with loads of cake ideas that she’s been adding to the recipe book for Grandma Maple to read when she gets back.
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“Just remember Grandma Maple’s advice,” I said to Violet. (Grandma Maple has written loads of good bits of baking advice in the recipe book.) “Keep calm and concentrate on the cakes!” That’s my favourite one.
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Friday  9th May
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5:30pm 


Mystery Girls HQ (2 days until the Bake or Break Finals start!)


We’ve been watching past series of Bake or Break after school and I’m starting to see why Violet is so nervous. She is going to face four different baking challenges over four days, and they don’t look easy.


1. The Cupcake Challenge:  Bake the most exciting and  unique cupcake you possibly can. One past contestant actually managed to bake hovering cupcakes with little jet packs in them. That’s just crazy.
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2. The Picnic Hamper Challenge: The judges pull a random type of picnic food from a picnic hamper that the contestants must bake. In the episodes we watched, this was where loads of contestants experienced ‘breaking’. One girl realised she’d forgotten the jelly layer in her trifle. Trying to block out the extreme embarrassment of the incident, she stuck her head in a bowl of whipped cream and refused to move. (It sounds funny but it was really serious – she almost suffocated.)
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