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				INTRODUCTION

				Welcome to our little celebration of the very large, and very lovely, Grand Canyon! As its name suggests, the Grand Canyon is very grand indeed. Though why it isn’t called the Jumbo Canyon or the Colossal Canyon, or the Humongous Canyon, is beyond me. That makes it sound much grander. Anyway, this mega-massive monument to Mother Nature’s might is simply jaw-dropping, so get ready to bend down a lot to pick it up.

				The enduring appeal of this natural masterpiece, and what defines its legendary status beyond its impressive size, is its never-ending beauty, of course. I like to think of it as the place where Mother Nature comes to boast her inner beauty. 

				From the stacked pancake rock strata that shines a bright spotlight on 1.8 billion years of geological history to its iconic waterway – and founding father – the Colorado River, with its world-famous white-water rapids, to its host, the Grand Canyon National Park, and its sacred Native American ancestry. There is so much more to the Canyon than its looks. It’s deep, man, like well spiritual too. It is a place before, and beyond, time. 
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				As is so often observed, the Grand Canyon is an icon of America, but in many ways, it is America. The perfect representation of all that is loved about the United States. It’s big, it’s bold, it’s beautiful. 

				Of course, you no doubt already know how big and how beauty-filled this craggy crack is. Any postcard (or selfie) from the edge can tell you that. What you don’t know about the Grand Canyon, however, well, may well fill the Grand Canyon, to borrow that dog-eared phrase. And that’s where this tiny tome comes in…

				While the Grand Canyon may be visible from space, this compendium of all things canyon-esque is so compact it’ll fit snugly in your glovebox or backpack, so you can take it with you as you blaze your next canyon trail. Whatever this mini pick-‘n’-mix of trivia may lack in size, it makes up for in heavy-hitting stats, facts, quotes and quips – and companionship too, I like to think – filled to the brim with all the awesome bitesize brain snacks you’ll need to keep your quest to the Grand Canyon as jam-packed with action and fact-ion as possible. If you leave home without it, you’ll get lost. It’s happened before.

				But enough rambling…next stop…Arizona! 
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				Upside Down Mountain

				At the Grand Canyon, the view up is as epic as the view down. In fact, everywhere you look, this heaving bosom of Mother Nature’s beautiful majesty is a sight for awe-struck senses unfolding as far as the eyes can see. So, let’s see it all. Grab your oars, and binoculars, because it’s time to take your mind, body and soul on an unforgettable journey 1.8 billion years (give or take) in the making…
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				The uppermost level of Canyon rock is known as “Kaibab”. This creamy, white limestone is relatively young, just 230 million years old, when compared to the granite rock at the bottom of the Canyon, which is more than 1.8 billion years old. The name “Kaibab” originates from the Paiute Native American tribe. It means “mountain turned upside down”, which is probably the best way to describe the Grand Canyon. 
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				Crying. Acceptable at funerals and the Grand Canyon.

				Ron Swanson, Parks, and Recreation, ‘Rainy Day’
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				5,562 trillion

				The weight of the Grand Canyon in tons.

			

		

		
			
				UPSIDE DOWN MOUNTAIN
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				According to the annual National Park Service report, more than 4.5 million people visited Grand Canyon National Park in 2021, a total of more than $710 million for local tourism. 

				This spending supported 9,300 jobs within the Grand Canyon National Park.
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