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Get the most from this book


Why should I use this book?


These revision notes will aid your revision for the WJEC B GCSE Geography specification to help you get the best possible result in your exams.


There is a great deal you need to know in order to obtain a result you will be proud of in this subject. You not only need to know the subject of geography well but, of equal importance, you will also need to know how to use all of your geographical abilities to get the best out of the examination experience. This involves understanding exactly what the examiner wants of you and being able to provide this in the examination situation.


But don’t panic – that’s where these notes come in! They take you back through all the main areas of content for your course and will also train you in how to use this information to get the best out of your exams. By the time you have finished you will know almost as much as your examiners – not a bad position to be in!


So, please don’t ignore the opening pages of these notes. They are the key to getting the best out of the rest of the book and, as a result, obtaining the best possible result for you in geography. There are many candidates who are very good geographers but never quite develop the ability to show this in the examination room. Read on and get involved in the activities to ensure that you are not one of these people.


Using these revision notes


These revision notes are not all you need to gain examination success. They have certainly not been written with the intention of replacing your teacher, the most important resource you have.


Most of you will have been studying geography since, at least, entering secondary school and will have learned a great deal in that time. You will probably also have notes in exercise books and files that will help you prepare for your examinations. These notes and your teachers are the real key to your success in the examinations.


These revision notes will, therefore, help you to make sense of your own notes and train you in the art of how to use your own geographical competencies to respond to the variety of tasks your examiners will set before you. Your teachers will also be working hard with you to ensure your examination success and it is my intention that these revision notes help in this process.


Unlike many revision guides, this book does not contain huge amounts of facts. These you already have. It does, however, help train you in those abilities you will require to get the best out of the examination experience; how to respond in the examination to the demands for you to apply your geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to new situations.


Features to help you succeed


These revision notes will help you to revise for the WJEC B GCSE Geography specification. It is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. Tick each box when you have:




• revised and understood a topic


• checked your understanding and practised the exam questions.





You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


You can download a revision planner from www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes to plan your revision, topic by topic.


Tick to track your progress
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Exam tip


Throughout the book there are exam tips that explain how you can boost your final grade.
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Key term


Essential key terms are defined on the page. Go online to see the full glossary at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.





[image: ]





[image: ]






Knowing the basics


These activities are designed to help you understand and revise key principles and concepts you need to know for the exam. Check your answers in the back of the book.
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Stretch and challenge


These activities are designed to help you develop the reasoning skills expected of an A grade/ high performing student.
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Exam practice


Sample exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the exam questions at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.
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Getting to know the specification


The following is an overview of the three themes that make up the GCSE Geography for WJEC B specification. The first key to doing well in your examinations is to develop an understanding of each of these.




• Each large area of content is called a ‘theme’.


• Each theme is tested through the two ‘units’ or examinations.


• Unit 1 tests Themes 1 and 2.


• Unit 2 tests Theme 3.


• Unit 2 also tests your ability to solve a geographical problem.









	Theme 1: Challenges of living in a built environment

	Theme 2: Physical processes and relationships between people and environments

	Theme 3: Uneven development and sustainable environments






	



• Variations in quality of life and access to housing


• Access to services and changing service provision


• Urbanisation


• Planning issues in built environments


• Rural change and planning issues





	



• Weather and climate


• Ecosystems


• The issue of desertification


• River processes and landforms


• Coastal processes and coastal management





	



• Employment structures and opportunities


• The location of economic activities


• Economic activity and the environment


• Development


• Interdependence


• Development issues and water











A case study overview


You need to have studied a total of 18 case studies during your geography course. There are six of these for each of the three themes, and your examiners will test any two of each set of six during any examination session. If you don’t know your case studies and how to apply them to the questions asked you will lose valuable marks.


One of the main reasons for candidates not getting the grade they expect is not bothering to revise the specific detail of the case studies they have been taught.


The tables on pages 9–11 show the case studies you will need to know for each theme. Although the ideas for each case study are the same for all candidates, the geographical locations you have studied them in have been chosen by your teacher.


Complete the middle column of each table and add brief notes about the case studies you need to learn. Then complete each final column with information about where you can find all your notes on each case study. To do this you will have to make sure that your work is well organised. As you can probably imagine, this is something that is best done as you go through your course. Don’t leave everything until the last minute! Organising your work as you go will keep you on top of things and help you make up any gaps as they happen.


The tables are just a brief reminder of your case studies. Ideas for remembering the specific detail will be discussed later.
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Are you naturally untidy? If so, train yourself in the art of keeping tidier notes. If your work is in exercise books, number these and write a brief contents list on the inside front cover of each book. Create something similar for loose-leaf notes and don’t forget to number the pages.
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Case studies: Challenges of Living in a Built Environment







	Case study

	Brief description of my case study

	Where are my notes?






	
1 Housing in an urban area



• Under what terms is housing occupied?


• What determines people’s access to housing







    – opportunities


    – constraints?







• What patterns does this produce?







	Location:

Description:

	






	
2 Retail service provision



• How are the services distributed in an urban area?


• How do the services vary across the urban area?


• How is urban retail service provision changing?





	Location:

Description:

	






	
3 Other service provision



• How are the services distributed in an urban area?


• How do the services vary across the urban area?


• What affects access to the service for different groups of people?





	Location:

Description:

	






	
4 Rural to urban migration



• What is the pattern of migration?


• Why has the migration taken place?


• What are the impacts on the area the migrants come from?


• What are the impacts on the area the migrants go to?





	Locations:

Description:

	






	
5 A planning issue in a residential area



• What changes are planned?


• Why has it caused a conflict?


• What are the views of different groups of people on the issue?





	Locations:

Description:

	






	
6 Leisure use of a rural area that causes conflict



• What leisure use(s) cause the conflict?


• What is the nature of the conflict?


• How is the conflict being managed to balance change and sustainability?





	Location:

Description:

	







Case studies: Physical Processes and Relationships between People and Environments






	Case study

	Brief description of my case study

	Where are my notes?






	
7 An extreme weather event



• What were its causes?


• What were its effects on different groups of people?


• How did people respond to this hazard?





	Location:

Description:

	






	
8 An ecosystem



• What natural processes take place in the ecosystem?


• How does the ecosystem benefit people?


• What is the impact of human activity?


• How is human activity being managed?





	Location:

Description:

	






	
9 Desertification



• What are the natural causes of desertification?


• What are the human causes of desertification?


• What are the effects of desertification?


• How might desertification be managed?





	Location:

Description:

	






	
10 A river flood



• What are the natural causes of the flooding?


• What are the human causes of the flooding?


• What are the effects of flooding






    – on people


    – on the environment?





	River system:

Description:

	






	
11 Management of river flooding



• What attempts are being made to prevent the flooding?


• What attempts are being made to protect from the effects of flooding?


• How successful are these attempts?


• What are the views of different groups of people on the issue?





	Location:

Description:

	






	
12 Coastal processes, landforms and their management



• What processes affect this coastline?


• How do they create landforms?


• How are the processes being managed?


• How effective is this management?





	Coastline:

Description:

	







Case studies: Uneven Development and Sustainable Environments






	Case study

	Brief description of my case study

	Where are my notes?






	
13 Changing location of a secondary or tertiary industry



• How did it change location?


• Why did the change occur?


• What were the social and economic impacts of the change?





	Secondary / tertiary (circle)

Location:

Description:

	






	
14 A multinational company



• Why has it located where it has?


• What are the economic effects on these places?


• What are the social effects on these places?





	Location(s):

Description:

	






	
15 Impact of an economic activity on the environment



• What are the causes of the environmental damage?


• What are its effects on the environment?


• What strategies are being used to manage the environment?





	Location:

Description:

	






	
16 Managing the effects of climate change



• What strategies are being used to manage the effects of climate change at the






    – local


    – national


    – international


    scales?






• What do different groups of people think about these strategies?





	Local:

National:

International:

	






	
17 A trans-boundary water issue



• Which countries or regions are involved?


• What is the issue?


• What attempts are being made to resolve the issue?





	Countries or regions:

Description:

	






	
18 International aid



• Why is the aid needed?


• What is the nature of the aid?


• How effective is the aid?





	Countries involved:

Description:

	







Assessment through WJEC specification B


The route to the examination


This will differ depending on the school or college you attend.


Most courses start at the beginning of Year 10, although it is possible that you may have started earlier, at some time in Year 9, or later, possibly even as late as the beginning of Year 11. Whatever your starting point, the examination assumes that you are a 16-year-old at the time.


Before the final exam, you will have completed one item of school-based work known as the ‘Enquiry’. This is a controlled assessment item. It will be set and marked by your teachers who will then send a sample of their marking to a moderator who makes sure they have applied their marks according to the agreed national standard. You will know the ‘unmoderated’ mark for the Enquiry before you enter the examination room.


It is very important that your mark for the Enquiry is one that shows your full geographical abilities. It is, therefore, important that you work as hard for that as for the preparation for the written papers.


You will sit the written papers in two sessions known as Units. They are usually a few days apart.
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Unit 1 will test both Theme 1 and 2. Most of the questions you will answer will be based on resources like maps, graphs, diagrams and photographs that are a part of the paper. However, you will also need to know case studies 1–12 for this Unit.
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Unit 2 will test Theme 3. The structure of the paper is similar to Unit 1 and for this paper you will need to know case studies 13–18. It will also test your ability to solve a geographical problem. So, after 30 minutes, your Theme 3 paper will be taken from you and you will be given the second paper in this Unit, the ‘problem solving’ paper. There is much more guidance for this towards the end of this book.
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The structure of the entire examination (the big picture) is shown in the table below.


The big picture
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For geography, you will be entered for either the Foundation or Higher Tier written paper. In many cases the choice is an obvious one but the information below may help if you and your teachers are in doubt.


Foundation or Higher Tier? The facts




• You can get a Grade C by either route.


• The Higher Tier exams make greater demands on your language skills.


• The Foundation Tier exams organise your answers more for you.


• Entry by the Foundation Tier route is not a sign of failure.


• Higher Tier entry is essential for future A Level studies in Geography.





Making your mind up …




• Consider your level of entry early in your course.


• How might this triangle help you decide?
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Making the exams work for you


It’s worth shouting out loud, ‘your examiners really want you to do well’. They use quite a few different ways to make sure that you provide them with the answers that they want from you. This can only happen, though, if you play their game.


They expect you to:





1 Read all the information provided on the examination paper. There may be no questions to answer on its front page, for example, but there will be instructions and other information to help you.



2 Manage your time carefully. You must complete the paper if you are to do well. Your examiners help you by telling you how many marks are available for each question and by giving you the number of lines they feel you will need for your answer.



3 Do everything that is asked of you. Your examiners use ‘command words’ to tell you what sort of answer they want from you. These words always mean the same thing so you must always respond to them in the same way. Practise this throughout your course.






Command terms used in examinations



The table below gives the main command terms that will be used in your Geography exam. It also gives their meanings. Your task is to match each term to its meaning. One has been done for you. When you have finished, check your answers with the list on page 17.






	Command word

	Meaning






	


1 Circle




	


A Give an accurate figure by reading a graph or map. Do not just give an estimate.









	


2 Complete




	


B Create a sketch map or diagram to help explain a feature, describe a location or show your plans for an area.









	


3 List




	


C Place a circle round the correct answer from a list of alternatives.
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