



[image: image]









[image: ]






Acknowledgements


pp. 31-32 © The Economist Group Limited, London (April 2018)


With thanks to the CDARE team at the Sheffield Institute of Education for their assistance developing and reviewing this title.


Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.


Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.


Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.


Orders: please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Park Drive, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SE. Telephone: (44) 01235 827827. Fax: (44) 01235 400401. Email education@bookpoint.co.uk Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk


ISBN: 978 1 5104 2422 7
eISBN: 978 1 5104 2392 3


© Sarra Jenkins 2018


First published in 2018 by
Hodder Education,
An Hachette UK Company
Carmelite House
50 Victoria Embankment
London EC4Y 0DZ


www.hoddereducation.co.uk


Impression number      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


Year            2022 2021 2020 2019 2018


All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, www.cla.co.uk


Typeset in Integra Software Services Pvt. Ltd., Pondicherry, India


Printed in Spain


A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.




[image: ]






Getting the most from this book


Aiming for an A is designed to help you master the skills you need to achieve the highest grades. The following features will help you get the most from this book.
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Learning objectives





•  A summary of the skills that will be covered in the chapter.
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Activity


An opportunity to test your skills with practical activities.
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The difference between…


Key concepts differentiated and explained.
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Annotated example


Exemplar answers with commentary showing how to achieve top grades.
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Take it further


Suggestions for further reading or activities that will stretch your thinking.
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The bottom line





•  A summary of key points to take away from the chapter.
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Exam tip


Practical advice about how to apply your skills to the exam.
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Common pitfall


Problem areas where candidates often miss out on marks.
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About this book


The study of politics is an exciting and constantly evolving discipline. Students undertake studies in politics for a range of reasons — from having a huge personal interest in local, national or global politics, to simply thinking it sounds interesting. Your starting base of knowledge is not, however, what will ultimately help you gain an A. Rather, your approach towards study, your study skills, and your determination to continually improve upon your work will be the key to your success. That’s where this book comes in.


The focus of this book is to identify the skills necessary to achieve highly in politics, and show you how to develop them further. You will find sections in this book that demonstrate reading and note-taking skills as well as the different types of writing that you will need to employ in your final examination. These skills need to be developed over the whole two years (or one year, if you are doing AS) of your study; this is a companion to help you throughout all of your political studies, not a revision guide only to be opened at the end.


Your approach


Much has been written, and argued, recently about the ‘growth mindset’. For students, this can all seem a bit lofty and theoretical. However, it boils down to a fairly simple principle:




How you approach your work will determine your success.





If, when you get an essay back from your teacher, you look only at the mark and then file it away, never again to see the light of day, you have not really engaged with the learning process. The same is true if, when you get a mark that disappoints you, you simply ‘give up’. Instead, if you can remember that every essay you hand in to a teacher is merely practice for the final examination, you will find their comments and feedback are there not to discourage you, but to give you direction. It should help you to understand where your focus should be for improvement in your next practice and give you a hand in reflecting on not just your weaknesses, but also your strengths.


This book should help and support you in this process. From the very beginning of your A-level studies, if you can be well organised, know the exam board requirements, have a positive and engaged attitude towards learning, and use this book to help you improve your subject-specific skills, you should find that your marks improve and, hopefully, you will enjoy both the subject and learning more. In my experience, students who love their subjects show more convincing passion and well-argued persuasion throughout their writing.


It is worth noting that without such an attitude, you will not get the most out of this book. What many students want are shortcuts to success — you will not find them here as there are none, in this or in any other subject. There is plenty of advice that can be offered, but how you apply it is what will ultimately lead to your success.



The ten commandments



Before getting into the specifics of each skill, there is some generic advice that should underpin the whole of your A-level study:




  1  There is not one ‘right’ answer. This is a common misconception and one you should put aside early on. The way in which you interpret both evidence and the questions make it possible to have two quite different, but highly scoring, answers.


  2  Equally, there is no ‘right’ formula to essay writing. You will develop your own style as you apply advice, and that is exactly what you should be aiming for. The best essays have the passionate argument of the student who wrote it, not a generic description of everything they have learnt.


  3  A-level is a step up from GCSE. Far more emphasis is placed on transferable skills such as analysis, evaluation and interpretation, rather than merely knowing ‘stuff’. It is important to recognise that simply knowing examples is not the key to success.


  4  Know the requirements. Know what your exam board wants, know the level descriptors, and certainly spend some time reading the question. If you know exactly what your target is, you are far more likely to hit it.


  5  Feedback on your work is the single most useful advice you will receive. Feedback will give you advice that is specific to you and your writing. Use this, alongside this book, to know what your next target should be.


  6  Remember that this is a two-year course. You are unlikely to be brilliant in your first essay, and there may be times when something flummoxes you. Do not allow this to put you off; your goal is the final exam.


  7  Read. Reading is one of the biggest things that will help improve your writing. You might be reading textbooks, newspapers, academic journals or blogs. This is not only because you will learn more information, but because you will be exposed to different types of writing and this will help develop your own prose.


  8  Use every tool available to you. Rely on more than just your lessons. Using this book is a good start, but also use your friends and their work, use your teacher, use your library, use the exam board documents on their websites, and use reliable sources on the internet.


  9  Be wary of the internet. Know how to identify a reputable source (advice on which you can find later in this book) and be especially wary of essay-help/writing websites. If there is not one ‘right’ answer, it logically follows that these kinds of sites will be of limited use, and probably will undermine your confidence.



10  Reflect. You will only really improve your work if your continually reflect on the work you have already done and try to learn from your mistakes.





That said, the absolute best advice that can be offered is to enjoy your subject. Almost everything else will follow if you simply enjoy doing the work that is required to achieve highly. Politics is dynamic and in the news every day. It affects every aspect of everyone’s lives. Understanding it can be both exhilarating and frustrating (especially at election time). The more enjoyment you find in politics, the more you discuss it with your friends and family, and the more you recognise that the work involved is your chance to engage with it, the more quickly you will see your grades improve.


Using this book


Each chapter in this book looks at developing a different skill. You will not be able to read it all at once and ‘be good’ at politics. Instead, you should aim to delve in and out of chapters as you are learning skills in your class and as you practise them in your own work.





•  Chapter 1 will give you a good outline of what you are going to study — this includes the skills your examiners look for and how you will be assessed. It will help you to understand the ‘bigger picture’ of the politics A-level.



•  Chapter 2 will teach you how to read effectively and quickly, and give you advice on what to read to help develop relevant political knowledge. You will also learn how to make notes that are useful and valuable, both in your lessons and from your reading.



•  Chapter 3 tackles the process of writing short, factual answers, including those that involve analysing sources. You’ll gain advice on how to write these quickly and effectively to maximise your marks in the shortest time.



•  Chapter 4 addresses the wide range of skills involved in writing essays, from simply understanding the question to writing analytical and evaluative paragraphs, rather than merely being descriptive. It also illustrates the infrastructure that supports these essays — planning and structuring them, and reflecting on how to improve your own work.



•  Chapter 5 is for use as your exams approach. It reviews different ways in which you can revise, what to do in the exam hall…and what to do afterwards.



•  Appendix 1 is a reference for you to understand exactly what is in your exam and how you will be assessed. You can pop in and out of this reference section anytime you are trying to understand how your work fits into your overall exam structure.



•  Appendix 2 is space for you to reflect upon written work as you complete it as part of your course, to help you identify targets and develop your written ability.





In short, aim to use this book alongside your lessons and homework. Use the relevant chapters as you are set work to complete and always keep coming back to it when you review your work.





1 Your politics exam
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Learning outcomes





•  Understand the point of exams



•  Know the basic targets of your assessment



•  Be aware of different types of thinking skills



•  Be able to develop your own organisation for your studies
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The purpose of the exam


Many students dread the prospect of examinations. They loom in the background throughout your study and can be a cause of anxiety, with students thinking these ‘tests’ are designed to try and trip them up. Understanding that this is not the case is really useful. Rather, exams are an opportunity for you to demonstrate your academic skills and are, in fact, the reason that you have been studying. Having spent two years studying politics and developing your skills, you should relish the chance to show off what you have achieved. In truth, the better prepared you are, the more revision you have done, and the more opportunities for practice and improvement you have used, the less scary they become. For your teachers, universities and employers, the exams are a way of understanding what you have achieved over your time studying.


At A-level, the politics exam will assess a number of skills that you should have developed. Short-answer questions (such as Edexcel’s 12-mark questions in Paper 3, and AQA’s 9-mark questions in Papers 1, 2 and 3) look mostly at what you know. These questions mostly rely on core skills that you should have a good understanding of from your previous study. These are skills such as your ability to remember what you have been taught and use it to answer a question, selecting the most relevant and appropriate information.


In source questions (such as AQA’s 25-mark question in Papers 1, 2 and 3, and Edexcel’s 30-mark question in Papers 1 and 2), the exam is exploring your ability to comprehend information quickly, and identify the relevant arguments. Within this, you should be able to identify trends from data (such as statistics) and find comparable and contrasting arguments. You should also be able to supplement what you have identified from sources with your own knowledge, and use your advanced skills to argue about the value of the source, and the validity of the arguments that it suggests.
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Common pitfall


From the outset, make sure you are aware that timing is everything. Know how long each type of question should take you and stick to it.
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Finally, the essay questions (such as Edexcel’s 24- and 30-mark questions in Papers 1, 2 and 3, and AQA’s 25-mark questions in Papers 1, 2 and 3) are focused more on your advanced skills. You will most likely have to explore two sides of an argument, but if you simply focus on describing these arguments, you will not score highly. The exam is looking for you to show how each argument can be analysed, and for you to show reasoned judgement throughout, before reading an overall conclusion.
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Take it further


Your exam board has a specification, past exam papers and lots of other documents on its website. Become familiar with these documents as ultimately they are what you are being judged against.
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The difference between…






	Core skills

	Advanced skills






	These are skills which require less thought either to carry out or to achieve. In theory, they are skills like ‘remembering’ and ‘understanding’. In politics, the most common core skill you will use is the recall of factual information that you have been taught to describe how processes work, and similarities and differences for the short-answer questions.

	These are skills that require far more critical thought from you, being more analytical about the information you have and evaluating its usefulness and significance. In politics, you will be especially using ‘analysis’ and ‘evaluation’ in the longer–answer questions where your work will be more argumentative and persuasive, involving a rationally formed judgement.
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The examiner


You will probably hear your teacher talk about ‘your examiner’. This is the person who marks your paper. While you do not need to know much about them, it is helpful to understand that your examiner is probably a teacher too — they are not looking to ‘trip you up’. Nevertheless, you can try your best to make marking easier for them. This means nothing more than:





•  leaving a line between every paragraph



•  writing legibly — this does not mean being really neat. It just means making sure your work can be read.



•  answering the questions in the right place in your exam booklet



•  using only commonly understood political abbreviations
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Common pitfall


Pick your pen wisely. Make sure it is one you have practised with previously —it really makes a difference. Also make sure the ink will not bleed through the pages — most exams are scanned in and this makes them very hard to read.
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Assessment objectives and levels


Understanding the way that you are going to be assessed should help you to know more clearly the target you are aiming for. Assessment objectives (AOs) are just that — they are the target (objective) against which you will be judged (assessed). All exam boards have the same AOs, although they do not all give them the same weight. (See Appendix 1 for more information specifically on your exam board.)


Assessment objective 1 (AO1)


‘Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories and issues.’


This AO is about what you know. This could involve political theory, such as demonstrating that you understand what political sovereignty is, or an example, such as knowing that Theresa May became the prime minister in 2016 when David Cameron resigned following the referendum on the UK’s membership of the EU.


It is important to be aware that there is a difference between knowing something and understanding it. AO1 rewards both ‘knowledge’ and ‘understanding’, therefore simply regurgitating the notes you have taken in a lesson will not score very highly.
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The difference between…






	Knowing

	Understanding






	Knowing something means that you are able to recognise and probably describe something. In simple terms, this is being able to give definitions or describe political events.

For example: parliamentary sovereignty means that parliament is the source of all power in the UK.



	If you understand something, you will be able to use what you know in different circumstances. In simple terms, you will be able to use your own words (rather than, say, those of a source) and apply your understanding to different examples, time periods or events.

For example: Parliament in the UK is ‘sovereign’, meaning it is the source of all power, so the Scottish Parliament and the Welsh Assembly exist only because Parliament says they can.
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Assessment objective 2 (AO2)


‘Analyse aspects of politics and political information, including in relation to parallels, connections, similarities and differences.’


This AO is all about the advanced skill of analysis. It is important when trying to understand AOs that you recognise each skill might be different for each subject. Therefore ‘analysis’ in this case means something specific to politics.
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Common pitfall


Your previous studies have probably relied upon ‘knowing stuff’. Students are often too willing to spend lots of time describing information, yet this is worth well under half of the marks available.
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