
[image: cover]


[image: images]


[image: images]


[image: images]

www.secretkingdombooks.com

www.orchardbooks.co.uk




[image: images]



[image: images]


[image: images]

Ellie Macdonald was playing catch in her back garden with her two best friends, Summer Hammond and Jasmine Smith. Jasmine had just thrown the ball high into the air and Ellie and Summer were both running to catch it when Ellie’s mum opened the back door.

“Girls!” she called.
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Ellie turned to look, and Summer crashed into her with a bump. “Oops!” she giggled as she and Ellie fell in a heap on the floor. “Sorry, are you okay?”

Ellie grinned. “I’m all right. I fall over so often anyway that I’m used to it!”

Mrs Macdonald smiled. “Whoops, sorry, girls! I just wanted to ask Ellie if she’d put Molly to bed for me. I’ve got a load of paperwork to catch up on this evening.”

“Sure, Mum!” Ellie said. Molly was her four-year-old sister. Ellie loved being a big sister, even though Molly was a bit naughty at times!

“We’ll help,” offered Summer.

Mrs Macdonald smiled. “Thanks! There’s some popcorn in the kitchen for all of you when you’ve finished.” She disappeared back into the house.

“Yum!” declared Jasmine. “It won’t take us long to get Molly into bed and then we can eat the popcorn and watch a DVD.”

Ellie and Summer grinned at each other.

“What?” said Jasmine, seeing their expressions. “It can’t be that hard to put Molly to bed.”

“You don’t know what little brothers and sisters are like!” Ellie told her.

“Finn and Connor never go to bed without a fight!” Summer agreed, thinking of her two younger brothers.
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“It’ll be fine,” Jasmine said airily. “After all, if we can beat Queen Malice, I reckon we can do anything!”

The girls grinned at each other. They shared an amazing secret – they could go to a magical world that no one else knew about! The Secret Kingdom was an enchanted place full of incredible creatures like mermaids, unicorns, elves and fairies. But the beautiful land was in great trouble. When lovely King Merry had been chosen to rule instead of his sister, evil Queen Malice, the wicked queen had sworn that she’d make everyone in the kingdom as miserable as she was. Summer, Ellie and Jasmine had managed to stop a lot of her terrible plans, but now she’d put a horrible curse on her own brother!

She’d given King Merry a poisoned cake that was slowly turning him into a horrible creature called a stink toad. The only way to cure the king was for him to drink a counter-potion, but to make it the girls had to find six very rare ingredients. They had to get them all and cure the king before the Summer Ball or King Merry would be a stink toad forever! The girls, their pixie friend Trixi, and her aunt Maybelle were the only ones who knew it was happening because the pixies had cast a forgetting spell, so everyone else – including the king himself – forgot about the terrible curse. The girls had promised to do anything they could to secretly help their friend.

“At least we’ve found two of the ingredients for the counter-potion already,” Jasmine said as they went inside to find Molly. “And hopefully we’ll be called back to the Secret Kingdom to find another one soon!”

Molly was already in her pyjamas. She looked just like a younger version of Ellie with her dark red curls and dancing green eyes. She had put all the sofa cushions on the floor and was leaping off the sofa onto them. “Hello!” she said, springing up excitedly. “Have you come to play with me?”
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“No, we’re not going to play with you, you little monkey,” said Ellie. “It’s bedtime.”

“But bedtime’s boring! I’ll go to bed if you play shops with me first!” Molly bargained. “Pleeeease!” she added, taking Jasmine’s hands and looking up at her, her green eyes wide.
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“Oh, all right.” Jasmine smiled at her. “Just one game.”

“Mistake,” Ellie whispered to Summer.

Summer giggled.

“You absolutely promise you’ll go to bed after one game?” Ellie asked.

“Oh, yes,” answered Molly, nodding. “I promise.”

It was the longest game ever. Jasmine was lining Molly’s teddy bears up for what felt like the hundredth time when Ellie interrupted. “Okay, Molly, it really is bedtime now,” she said firmly. “Remember, you promised.”

Molly grinned at her. “I promised to go to bed – I didn’t promise to go to sleep! Race you upstairs!”

She scampered away.

Jasmine groaned. “Okay, you two were right! This is going to go on forever!”

They went upstairs. Molly was jumping on her bed, singing loudly.

“Come on, Molly, into bed now,” said Summer, going to the window and drawing the curtains.

“Don’t shut them all the way!” Molly protested. “I like looking at the stars. They stop me feeling scared of the dark.”

Summer left the curtains open a bit.
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“I need another blanket!” Molly whined to her sister.

“Oh, all right!” Ellie sighed. She headed to her room and grabbed her blanket off her bed. As she took it she glanced at her desk. On it was the beautiful magic box that had come from the Secret Kingdom. It was carved with all sorts of magical creatures and studded with beautiful gemstones and there was a mirror on the lid which was…sparkling and shining! Ellie’s heart did a somersault. It must be another message from Trixi, their pixie friend in the Secret Kingdom!
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