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Chapter 1

In 1501 there was a royal wedding in London. The King and Queen’s eldest son, Prince Arthur, married a Spanish princess called Catherine of Aragon. Arthur’s younger brother, Henry, led Catherine up the aisle.
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Henry had grown up thinking he was going to be an important nobleman, or perhaps a powerful priest.

But five months after the wedding, Prince Arthur fell ill and died. Now Henry was the heir to the throne. His father made sure he was kept safe.
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Then, when Henry was seventeen, his father died too. Henry became King Henry VIII.

One of the first things Henry did as king was to marry Catherine, the Spanish princess who was his brother’s widow.
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