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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK


Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.


Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.


You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.




INTRODUCTION


If you want to start making great art on the iPad, then this book is for you! Even if you have absolutely no prior training, you will learn fundamental art-school principles, a diversity of iPad techniques, and then be ready to take the leap into making original artworks on your iPad.


Innovative in scope, Make Great Art on Your iPad is structured around classic themes in art, such as still life, landscape painting, portraiture, and perspective. Often iPad art is associated only with the graphic and illustrative arts found in genres such as video games. This book is grounded firmly in the traditions of the fine art world.


The chapters Great Composition and Color teach fundamental principles for any kind of art, while A Sweet Gesture teaches drawing skills. Other chapters lead you through drawing still lifes, portraits, animals, and challenging objects like glass, plastic, and reflective surfaces. Projects such as “What Would Banksy Do?” puts art into your own urban context, and “Monet’s Water Lilies” takes you into the mindset of the Impressionists. In “Hanami & Bokeh,” you will travel to the cherry blossom festival in Tokyo; in the perspective projects you will gaze at the magnificent Smoky Mountains, as well as the interior of an art museum. As the skills of each chapter are mastered, there are plenty of projects that will continue to challenge, and, in turn, enrich the proficiencies of even accomplished iPad artists.


To inspire the reader further, “Masterworks” sections introduce exceptional artists who work in traditional media as well as on the iPad. From Banksy’s graffiti, Margaret Morrison’s pop-inspired hyperrealism, Janet Fish’s still lifes, Claerwen James’s modern portraits, and Gwen John’s paintings of cats, through to Egon Schiele’s and Georges Seurat’s masterpieces of drawing, the works of these artists give context to the themes of the projects.


As a professional artist, I know the importance of keeping a record of one’s ideas, thoughts, and inspirations. The iPad makes a wonderful sketchbook because it has an amazing advantage—it contains a full studio of tools in one clean and portable device. You could sketch (discreetly) in a business meeting, while waiting for a doctor’s appointment, or on holiday at the beach, gazing at the sunset.


In 2010, I made one painting on my iPad every single day for 365 days. Now, when I look back at it, it is a powerful and moving reminder of what was happening in my life. The iPad can be a visual diary, a personal journal, and a great way to wind down at the end of a busy day.


Make Great Art on Your iPad will teach you all the skills needed to paint or draw in these different situations. If you have ever wanted to learn to draw and paint, whether on the iPad or not, or improve your iPad art skills, keep a sketchbook, or start a visual journal, this is the perfect book.
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WELCOME TO YOUR NEW STUDIO


A fully stocked studio at your fingertips, the iPad is a unique art tool that you can carry around with you. Acting as both the medium and the gallery, the iPad is like nothing else that exists in art. It raises challenging questions about art—such as the value of uniqueness versus ubiquity, physical versus digital—and blurs the boundaries of traditional media.


There’s no longer a need even to buy a sketchbook and keep your pencils sharp. If you enjoy doodling and sketching, would like to improve your drawing ability, keep a visual journal, or want to experiment with making art, your iPad is all you need.


GETTING STARTED: THE APPS.


The first thing to know about art on the iPad is that there are many apps to help you do this. “Apps,” short for “applications,” work in just the same way as software on your desktop or laptop computer, and they are available through the App Store.


Although this book is titled Make Great Art on Your iPad, there is no reason at all why the projects won’t work on the Surface or any other tablet or smartphone. While some small specific features may differ, the general principles carry across, and most apps are available across platforms.


I value simplicity and I don’t like to have lots of complicated apps on my devices that I rarely use, so I prefer to work with ones that leave me free to create art and not spend time fiddling with awkward technicalities.


Some apps offer a limited “free” version, with in-app purchases, and some have a cost—but in value-for-money terms, they often cost less than a tube of oil paint, and they never run out! To get started, download a copy of Procreate.


The book also features projects using Pen & Ink and ArtRage, the latter being a great all-around app that offers a very satisfying “painterly” experience. For “What Would Banksy Do?” I chose to use ArtStudio, because it is well-suited to graffiti-style spray painting. “Puppy Love” uses Tayasui Sketches Pro, which has a fantastic pattern-based tool and a craft knife.


The important thing is that drawing on the iPad feels intuitive and natural, just like using a sketchbook.


You do not need any art training or experience to enjoy the projects in this book, which have been designed around the fundamental principles of drawing and painting, as taught in art classes, but adapted for the special properties of the iPad format.


The projects are also centered around everyday experiences that most people will encounter during their daily life. From visits to the coffee shop to holidays, to boring meetings, the iPad offers a very pleasurable and convenient way to begin regular journaling or sketching. This activity can help with the stresses and strains of everyday life. It can also help you tap into and reveal your inner artist, and even learn things about yourself.


It has some great advantages too: clean fingers even when creating paintings or charcoals. The ability to work in layers that can later be amended or deleted. And, of course, have I mentioned the “undo” button? I often find myself unconsciously looking for this button when working on an oil painting. If only there were such a thing!
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PAINTING & DRAWING


One huge difference between a laptop or desktop computer and the iPad/smartphone is that with the latter you draw directly onto the screen.


I have the Apple Pencil, but my 365-day iPad project was created with just my fingertips. Back at that time, between 2010–11, styluses were not pressure-sensitive or responsive and I found that they took away from the “art” experience.


However I have since found the Apple Pencil to be truly pressure-sensitive, and I have enjoyed learning how to use it to make marks similar to a real pencil, using side swipes and by varying the density and tone.


The choice is up to you, and fingers will work just fine. The only real difference between the two experiences is that when you use your fingers, the small area around your fingertip is obscured while you draw. Other than that, I find both ways to be equally responsive.


The new apps also offer pressure sensitivity. In some apps, tilting the Pencil changes the way the paint is applied, producing spray rather than a line.


Although the paint tools mimic corporeal media, on the iPad you are in fact painting with light. For color mixing you work with RGB not RYB. In the traditional painting world, artists talk of hue (color), tint (hue with white added), and shade (hue with dark added). In the digital world, the terms most commonly used are luminosity, saturation, light and dark, and color based on the HEX matrix. On the iPad, color mixing can be done by layering different luminous hues on top of each other, either on different layers or by using one the apps that work “wet on wet.”


Another advantageous feature of the iPad is that you can zoom right in as if under a microscope, and then zoom out to look at the whole picture, allowing for detailed, intricate drawings.


The key superpower of the iPad is the ability to layer, and then move between them. Painting in pigment, every brushstroke is a commitment. On the iPad, you can click onto a lower layer and put new tones directly under what has gone before. For an artist, this is freedom!


One final point I’d like to make about the iPad is its connectivity. As soon as you finish an artwork, you can share it all over the web. There are many groups on platforms such as Flickr, or social media, for artists to share their art, and it can be a great way to become introduced to other artists.


I hope you will get into the habit of making iPad art regularly. It combines the psychological benefits of journaling with the joy of self-expression, and if you make art regularly, you also gain the bonus of watching your skills develop and improve.




ART HACKS ON THE IPAD


THINGS YOU CAN’T DO WITH A PENCIL


As I am sure you have realized by now, making art on the iPad is different to using traditional media in several ways. While there are similarities, and many of the tools and brushes seem familiar, there are features of both the apps and the hardware that are specific to the iPad. There is of course a plethora of apps out there, and my selection is by no means exhaustive. As with traditional media, the artist should explore all the options available. Most of these art hacks are common to all apps, with a few exceptions.


BRUSHES


When I made my epic 365-day iPad drawing project, I completed the whole thing with my fingertips. The styluses at the time were unresponsive and for me got in the way. Today, the Apple Pencil and other sensitive styluses have transformed this. You can still use your fingertips of course, and the screen and app will react to pressure in the same way, but the advantage of the stylus is that the tip is very small. This allows you see the area you are working on, which a broad fingertip covers up.


For example, in Procreate, the Wet Painting brush responds to how much pressure you use, so you can taper the width of the brushstroke at the beginning and end like when using a real brush. This can be used as a quick way to make shapes, such as a petal form, and textures. If you tilt the Pencil to the side, it sprays a wider ranging paint stroke than if you hold it perpendicular to the screen, where it draws a precise, thin line.


In painting apps such as ArtRage, if you increase the pressure while using the Oil Paint brush, the visible “depth” of paint being laid down increases, just like impasto painting. This is satisfyingly similar to the reaction of a real paintbrush loaded with oils, but doesn’t require months of training to accomplish.


There is a huge array of different kinds of brushes that exist only on the iPad. Procreate has brushes that draw everything from wood grain to flowers and cubes; there is even a paint texture called “zombie skin.” With Tayasui Sketches, the artist can choose to draw shapes that are instantly filled with pattern, then cut them out with a virtual knife, resize, rotate, and move them to a new location. Adobe Photoshop Sketch and ArtStudio for iPad have “symmetry modes” that mean whatever you draw on one side will repeat automatically on the other. ArtStudio also has many different textures and shapes for spray paint tools.


All these brushes can be easily altered by size as well as paint opacity, offering a whole new set of interactions and colors. In wet media, this kind of paint handling takes years to learn, and even then the range is much more limited.


Have fun exploring each and every type of brush in all your apps—they can lead you down unexpected paths!
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Examples of textural brushes in Procreate include “stone wall” and “zombie skin.”







[image: Illustration]


ArtRage features a full range of tools in an easy-access menu bar.
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Each of these Brushes in Procreate handles paint differently and gives different effects.





THE ERASER


Some things just work better on an iPad. A great example is erasing. Sure, we can erase a drawing. And yet, it never really erases, does it? There is always at least an indent left on the paper, and the paper surface gets that little bit more worn.


Erasing on the iPad is not just for getting rid of mistakes, however. It is a superlative tool for subtractive drawing, where we carve negative space out of an area of positive space. Used in conjunction with layers, textures and colors can be applied and the eraser then used to cut these separately into shapes. A great use of this is to cut a sharp edge across a loosely painted area of color. This edge will be so sharp that it pushes the object into the visual foreground, because of the principle of line modulation, in which sharp-edged, darker lines come forward, and less dense, thinner lines seem to recede.


If different parts of the painting are put on different layers, then erasing one area has no detrimental effect on the rest of the painting. In real life, this is impossible. If you try to erase an area of a painting, pretty much all the paint in that area will be removed.


Not all erasers are the same of course; apps such as Pen & Ink offer different kinds: some that simply remove, some that smudge, or some that blend. All these operations can be done on the iPad with proficiency and control.


LAYERS


Core to making great art on the iPad is the ability to work in distinct layers. As well as keeping parts of a painting separate from each other for future editing, layers let you stack colors over the top of each other to create new ones, and, by doing so, create visual depth. Layered translucency is somewhat available in traditional wet paint through glazing, but on the iPad it functions amazingly well, because of the layer separation and the backlit screen.


You can sketch on the bottom layer, use it as a guide for your painting on the layers above, and then simply delete the sketch layer. Background colors can be changed for effect, even when the artwork is finished, which can completely alter its appearance.
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Using layers, you can easily use an eraser to create sharp edges on an object, without erasing what is beneath, which creates a sense of depth.





ZOOM


As someone who wears reading glasses, I always appreciate the fact that with a pinch of the fingers, I can zoom in incredibly close to my pictures and in this way draw with great detail.


IMPORT & EXPORT


The ability to import files is also valuable. You can import a photograph or sketch as a reference layer, and have it not appear in the final work.


A really wonderful side-effect of this is the colorpicking tool. This allows you to sample any area of a photograph, and get that exact hue, shade, or tint copied instantly and accurately to your paintbrush. I wish I could do this in real life for tricky tones such as that of the human skin. With this feature you can compile a comprehensive visual dictionary of tints and shades.


Another great thing about iPad art is that you can export a finished painting and import it into another app, to take advantage of the features of that different app. I encourage you to start a painting in one app, then export it into all the other apps, using a different tool in each. The results can be spectacular! I cannot imagine being able to place one drawing on paper through stages of painting, photography, print-making, collage, and so on, and for it to emerge intact.
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