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TWIN BEASTS
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Welcome to Avantia. I am Aduro – a good wizard residing in the palace of King Hugo. You join us to witness the birth of twin Beasts, the dragons Vedra and Krimon.



The new Beasts must make the journey to the neighbouring kingdom of Rion, where they can grow up in safety. But the evil wizard Malvel is never far away and the young twins need protecting. Accompanied by Ferno the fire dragon and Epos the flame bird, Tom will join the twin Beasts’ journey. Only he can fend off their enemies, because Ferno and Epos cannot attack. Like the other good Beasts of Avantia, they can only protect. So Tom may be needed to fight fiercely.



Can Tom protect Vedra and Krimon, the twin Beasts of Avantia? We sincerely hope so.



Avantia salutes you,



Aduro


CHAPTER ONE

A NEW PERIL
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Tom patted his brave stallion on the neck.

“Get well soon, Storm,” he murmured. Tom’s horse had been lamed on a rock, but was healing well in the palace stables. His friend Elenna’s pet wolf, Silver, lay in the straw at Storm’s side, refusing to leave. “I have to go now,” Tom told the animals. “But I’ll come and see you again as soon as I can.”

Tom left the stables, gazing up at the tall purple spires and sea-green domes of the Royal Palace. The towns and villages, fields and forests of Avantia were white with late winter snow. But in the Great Hall of the palace, a party was taking place to celebrate King Hugo’s birthday.

Tom took a seat beside Elenna, who was sitting on a bench with her bow and quiver of arrows at her side. The hall was full of people eating and dancing to the music.

“A toast!” called one of the royal courtiers. “To King Hugo: long may he reign!” There was a roar of approval and everyone raised their glasses.

Tom felt a rush of pride that he was a friend to the noble king. Elenna smiled and tapped her goblet against his. Then she leaned over and whispered into Tom’s ear. “And to the six Beasts of Avantia!”

“Shhh!” warned Tom. As far as most of the people of Avantia knew, the Beasts were just legend. It was the greatest secret in the realm that the old stories about six Beasts that protected the land were true! Tom and Elenna had seen the Beasts. And more than that – they had freed them from the evil power of the wizard Malvel.
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But as Tom looked along the table, he thought it was strange that Aduro, the good wizard of Avantia, did not seem to be enjoying the party. The elderly man sat silently in his chair, wrapped in his faded blue and red silk robes, his face solemn and his hand stroking his wispy grey beard.


The wizard turned and his grey eyes stared straight into Tom’s.

“You are right,” Aduro said with a grim smile. “I am troubled.”

Tom had forgotten the wizard’s power to read minds. Aduro pushed his chair back, rose and came over to them. He rested his hands on Tom’s and Elenna’s shoulders.

“Come with me,” he said quietly. “I have something to tell you.”

They got up from the table. Aduro parted a tapestry curtain and they slipped quietly out of the hall through a doorway. They found themselves in a little room with tall windows that looked out over the snow-covered town. Night had fallen and the sky was bright with the glow of watch fires.

“Has something bad happened?” Elenna asked. “Are the Beasts in danger?”
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Aduro gave her a mysterious look. “The Beasts you saved from Malvel’s evil power are safe. But, elsewhere in our realm, something strange and wonderful has taken place. Something that happens only once in a thousand years.” He leaned close, his eyes sparkling. “The forces that rule our world have created two new Beasts.”

Tom gasped. “I didn’t even know that was possible,” he said. “What kind of Beast are they?”

“Twin dragons, Vedra and Krimon,” Aduro said. “Hatched from a single egg that lay hidden for centuries in the Nidrem Caves.”

“Baby dragons!” Elenna breathed. “Will we ever get to see them?”

The wizard’s face was solemn. “That is why I brought you here.” He drew himself up to his full height. “The birth of Vedra and Krimon could put the kingdom of Avantia in terrible danger once more.”

He closed his hand around the jewel that hung from a thick chain about his neck. Tom saw a blue light shining out from between his fingers. The light hit the wall of the chamber. In the circle of light, Tom could see that the wizard had conjured a vision.

It showed a dark cave of sharp black rocks. At the back of the cave, they could make out the broken shards of a thick white egg – an egg that must have been the size of a wagon when it was whole. Curious shapes lay curled on the floor of the cave.

[image: images]

“I can’t make it out,” Tom said, peering at the magical scene. “What are those green and red things?”

“Can’t you guess?” Elenna said. “It’s the dragons!”

“Oh! Yes!” Tom gazed at the dragons curled up together, their wings and tails and long necks wrapped around one another. Their eyes were closed and thin streams of smoke drifted from their nostrils. He felt his heart lift at the sight of the newborn Beasts. They were magnificent and precious all at once. “Which one is Vedra and which one is Krimon?” he asked.

“Vedra is the green dragon and Krimon is the red dragon,” Aduro replied. He took his hand away from the jewel and the vision faded. “It is rare for two Beasts to be created at the same time. And, at this age, they are at their most vulnerable. If Malvel learns of their existence, he will do everything in his power to corrupt them and use them for his evil purposes.”

“We’ll protect them,” Tom vowed.

“We’ll do whatever it takes!” Elenna added hotly.

Aduro smiled. “I hoped you would say that,” he continued. “But I must warn you, this will be a dangerous quest, unlike any you have undertaken. You must be sure that you are up to the task.”

Tom and Elenna looked at one another for a moment then turned to the wizard.

“We are!” they said together.


CHAPTER TWO

THE DARK RIVER
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The wizard led Tom and Elenna through a side-door and down a long winding stone stairway lit by flaming torches. Down and down the stairs went, and Tom realised with excitement that Aduro was taking them to the cellars that lay deep under the palace.

At last, the stairs ended and they followed the wizard through a series of dark cellar rooms while the sounds of the celebrations far above them faded away. Finally they came to a locked door. Aduro lifted his jewel pendant and touched it against the wood. The door sprang open.

He took a torch from the wall and led them into the room. It was small and round and quite bare except for a gigantic wooden chest with metal straps that stood in the middle of the stone floor. A bundle of cloth lay beside the chest, and next to it were Tom’s shield and sword, along with Elenna’s bow and quiver of arrows. Aduro must have magically brought them here, ready and waiting for them.

Tom looked around.

“Why have you brought us here?” he asked. “There’s no way out.”

Aduro looked at him and smiled. “Isn’t there?” he said.

The wizard walked over to the chest and made a movement with his hand over the curved lid. It flew open with a loud, startling clank.
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