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Introduction

A beautiful dinner party is one of the warmest and most gracious gifts you can give to your friends and family. And a dinner party is—or should be—more than just an assortment of foods and beverages. Every detail—from invitations to music to decorative touches—serves to enrich and complete the dining experience.

If you think that choosing, preparing, and serving the food is complicated enough, without having to also worry about ambiance, the Dinner Party Cookbook is just what you need. Owning this book is like having a professional party planner at your fingertips; you will find all the ingredients necessary to plan successful, fun, and delicious dinner parties—twenty-one complete menus, over a hundred recipes, and dozens of tips for theme decorating, table settings, background music, and more.

Whatever the occasion, we have the plan. Choose from a Formal Dinner when you want to impress, or an Academy Awards Supper when you’re into fun and fantasy. Or how about a Romantic Dinner for Two with that special someone?

Many of the menus can be prepared before the party. And although all the recipes featured in each menu are included, you can save time and effort by purchasing some precooked and ready-to-serve items. The main thing is to get as much done ahead of time as possible, so you have time to relax, get ready, and enjoy your guests as they arrive. And if you have some last-minute sauces or stirring, simply bring the hors d’oeuvres (and the guests) into the kitchen so you and your guests can chat. I am sure you’ve noticed that the kitchen becomes a favorite gathering place at every party. The delicious smells and the intimate, informal atmosphere seem to act as magnets, no matter how much decorating and cleaning you may have done to the rest of the house or apartment.

Remember, even if you don’t have the time or budget to implement all of our table decor suggestions, you can never go wrong with flowers and candles—lots of each. In fact, my favorite look is to have candles, candles, everywhere (all the better to see you with, my dear, in the soft glow of candlelight). Place a votive candle at each place setting, or artfully group tapered candles of varying heights. However, never use scented candles or heavily fragrant flowers on a dinner table—nothing should compete or interfere with the aromas of the fabulous food you serve. And while a large flower arrangement is certain to be very decorative, make sure that your guests can see past the flowers to chat with their across-the-table neighbors.
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