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AN INTRODUCTION FROM DR JESS FRENCH


From searching for secretive gibbons in Thailand to being sprayed 


by disgruntled skunks in Patagonia, I’ve been lucky enough to 


experience all sorts of weird and wonderful creatures in their natural 


environments. Visiting these remote habitats is like stepping into 


another world, where anything is possible. 


But I’ve also been deeply concerned by what I’ve seen. In Borneo, 


while watching the peculiar proboscis monkey with its pendulous 


nose, I worried about the effect that local deforestation would have 


on its future. In Kenya, I admired the gentle dik-dik but feared for  


its survival amid the snare traps that cover the African wilderness. 


 


In Australia, as I marvelled at the peppermint scent of the  


pandanus pine stick insect, I hoped that it wouldn’t be one of  


the many invertebrates lost to global warming.


As a result of human actions, we are losing species at an alarming 


rate. Pollution, climate change, poaching, deforestation, disease 


and population growth are devastating the natural world. More than 


10,000 species are currently threatened, in danger of vanishing 


from the Earth for ever. It is impossible to lose a single one of these 


species without this having a huge effect on the plants and animals 


that remain. Some animals are so unique that once they are gone 


there will be nothing else like them left on the planet.

OUR MAGNIFICENT, 

FRAGILE WORLD
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I wrote 


Saving Species in response to this crisis, both to celebrate a 


selection of our most amazing endangered creatures and to highlight 


the incredible work that is being done to help them. Having spoken 


to many inspirational conservationists working all over the world, I’m 


reassured to know that these passionate individuals are fighting to 


defend our most vulnerable creatures. But if we are going to protect  


the planet and all its wonderful inhabitants, we mustn’t leave them to 


work alone. Saving our irreplaceable species is going to take a bit of 


help from us all.








[image: background image]



6


PACIFIC OCEAN


NORTH 


AMERICA


SOUTH 


AMERICA


AFRICA


ANTARCTIC 


OCEAN


ATLANTIC 


OCEAN








[image: background image]



7


EUROPE


ASIA


AUSTRALASIA


ARCTIC 


OCEAN


INDIAN 


OCEAN


PACIFIC OCEAN








[image: background image]



8


THESE SHY SHAGGY-HAIRED APES CAN BE FOUND 


DANGLING FROM TREE TOPS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 


With their huge, powerful arms, spanning up to 2 metres,  


they swing through the trees with the agilityand grace 


 


of an Olympic gymnast.


The orangutan is one of our closest relatives so it’s not 


really surprising that its name means ‘man of the 


forest’ in Malay. But it’s thanks to us humans that 


orangutans are now near to extinction. Their 


forest home is being destroyed to make 


room for plantations which produce 


palm oil, an ingredient used in many 


everyday items like chocolate, bread 


and peanut butter. In addition, 


poachers are killing mother 


orangutans and selling their 


babies as pets. 

ORANGUTAN
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LOCATION


Borneo; Sumatra


THREATSHabitat loss; 


poaching; pet trade


 STATUS Critically endangered


Hope comes from conservationists from 


all over the world who have dedicated their lives to saving orphaned orangutans and working with local people to protect their rich forests. They are also calling on palm oil companies to grow native plants alongside commercial crops to help create a sustainable forest ecosystem, and appealing for the trafficking ofbaby orangutans to be more 


closely policed.
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LOCATION


Russia; ChinaHabitat loss; hunting; inbreeding STATUS


THREATS


Critically endangered
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MOST PEOPLE THINK OF LEOPARDS LOUNGING 


GRACEFULLY IN TREES UNDER THE HOT 


AFRICAN SUN. NOT MANY KNOW ABOUT 


THIS RARE, PALE AND INCREDIBLY 
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