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THIS BOOK IS FUN!

It could seriously change the
way you think about history!
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Chapter 1


Terrifying
Tudor Times


Welcome to the world of the Tudors. It may not be what you expect… 500 years ago could be wickedly weird, wild and wacky. Scary events made this a mad, bad and dangerous time. The 118 years that the Tudor dynasty ruled (from 1485 to 1603) were often risky and deadly. This wasn’t the safest time to be alive… or even dead!
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King Henry the Eighth could


be scary.


And so could his daughter,


Queen Mary.


They’d find any excuse


For the axe, fire or noose


And were never just nice


or played fairly!
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So who were the Tudors?


The Tudor dynasty ruled England and Wales while another royal family, the Stuarts, ruled Scotland.In Tudor family there were three kings followed by nearly three queens. Why ‘nearly’? Tune into Tudors – the Soap to find out.


Cast list:










	Henry VII


	1485–1509









	Henry VIII


	1509–1547 (plus wives)









	Edward VI


	1547–1553









	(Lady Jane Grey


	‘Queen’ for 9 days, 10–19 July 1553)









	Mary I


	1553–1558









	Elizabeth I


	1558–1603









	The midwife


	The axeman











	A Pope and lots of
bishops
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Watch out for…


[image: images]  Henry VII planning to marry off his young son to an older woman…


[image: images]  Henry VIII taking over as king – he always wants his own way. This causes serious rows with the Pope and priests in the Catholic Church…


[image: images]  Henry VIII marrying six wives (not all at once)…


[image: images]  BIG rows, mega fights and the mad axeman!
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Episode 1 begins here…



[image: images] Life for ordinary people


[image: images]  Girls could get married at the age of 12 and boys at 14.


[image: images]  About one in three children died before they were 10 years old.


[image: images]  Disease and dodgy food didn’t make for healthy living – nine out of 10 people died before they were 40 years old.


[image: images]  The drinking water was so disgusting that most people drank weak beer – even the children! The rich drank wine and sherry.
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Stinky and itchy


The Tudors were itchy and smelly a lot of the time. They didn’t wash much or take baths. The poor often slept on straw mattresses on mud floors, with fleas, rats, smoke and poo all around.
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Hard times


Most people in Tudor times were very poor. But anyone who went begging, stealing birds’ eggs or poaching at night was likely to be thrown in prison, flogged or hanged.
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Episode 1: A Father’s Wish

Scene 1: A room in Richmond Palace, near London, England. Date: 1503.


Action












	Henry VII:


	Come here, son. I need a word.









	Henry Junior:


	What is it, Father?









	Henry VII:
[image: images]


	Since your brother Arthur died last year, I think it’s a good idea if you marry his widow, She’s from Aragon in Spain so you’d help our Spanish links when you become king.









	Henry Junior:


	But Father, I’m only 11.









	Henry VII:


	You’ll grow. She’s only 18 herself!
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Scene 2: Henry VII’s bed chamber. Date: 1509.


Action












	King Henry VII aged 52:
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