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How to use this book



Introduction


These Practice Papers have been written to provide final preparation for your 11+ Non-Verbal Reasoning test.


Practice Papers 1 includes eight model papers with a total of 160 questions. There are …





•  four training tests, which include some simpler questions and slower timings designed to develop your confidence



•  four tests in the style of Pre-Tests and short-format CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring)/bespoke tests in terms of difficulty, speed and question variation.





The tests cover the standard Non-Verbal Reasoning questions and spatial reasoning questions (where you are asked to imagine a picture from a different angle or perspective), including 3D shapes.


Practice Papers 2 includes five model papers with a total of 220 questions. These papers include …





•  longer-format tests in the GL (Granada Learning)/bespoke style



•  a spatial reasoning test with challenging content, speed and question variation to support all 11+ tests.





Practice Papers 2 will help you …





•  become familiar with the way long-format 11+ tests are presented



•  work on more short-format papers



•  build your confidence in answering the variety of questions set



•  work with the most challenging questions set



•  tackle questions presented in different ways



•  build up your speed in answering questions to the timing expected in the most demanding 11+ tests.





Pre-Test and the 11+ entrance exams


The Galore Park 11+ series is designed for Pre-Tests and 11+ entrance exams for admission into independent schools. These exams are often the same as those set by local grammar schools too. Non-Verbal Reasoning tests now appear in different formats and lengths and it is likely that if you are applying for more than one school, you will encounter more than one type of test. These include:





•  Pre-Tests delivered on-screen



•  11+ entrance exams in different formats from GL (Granada Learning) and CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring)



•  11+ entrance exams created specifically for particular independent schools.





Tests are designed to vary from year to year. This means it is very difficult to predict the questions and structure that will come up, making the tests harder to revise for.


To give you the best chance of success in these assessments, Galore Park has worked with 11+ tutors, independent school teachers, test writers and specialist authors to create these Practice Papers. These books cover the styles of questions and the areas of Non-Verbal Reasoning that typically occur in this wide range of tests.


Because 11+ tests now aim to include variations in the content and presentation of questions, making them increasingly difficult to revise for, both books should be completed as essential preparation for all Pre-Test and 11+ Non-Verbal Reasoning tests.
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For parents


These Practice Papers have been written to help both you and your child prepare for Pre-Test and 11+ entrance exams.


For your child to get the maximum benefit from these tests, they should complete them in conditions as close as possible to those they will face in the exams, as described in the ‘Working through the book’ section below.


Timings get shorter as the book progresses to build up speed and confidence.


Some of these timings are very demanding and reviewing the tests after completing the books (even though your child will have some familiarity with the questions) can be helpful, to demonstrate how their speed has improved through practice.
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For teachers and tutors


This book has been written for teachers and tutors working with children preparing for both Pre-Test and 11+ entrance exams. The variations in length, format and range of questions are intended to prepare children for the increasingly unpredictable tests encountered, with a range of difficulty developed to prepare them for the most challenging paper and on-screen adaptable tests.


[image: ]





Working through the book


You may find some of the questions hard, but don’t worry. These tests are designed to build up your skills and speed. Agree with your parents on a good time to take the test and set a timer going. Prepare for each test as if you are actually going to sit your 11+ (see ‘Test day tips’ on page 8).





•  Complete the test with a timer, in a quiet room. Note down how long it takes you and write your answers in pencil. Even though timings are given, you should complete ALL the questions.



•  Mark the test using the answers at the back of the book.



•  Go through the test again with a friend or parent and talk about the difficult questions.



•  Have another go at the questions you found difficult and read the answers carefully to find out what to look for next time.





The Answers are in a separate section at the end of the book. Do not look at the answers until you have attempted a whole paper. Each answer has a full explanation so you can understand why you might have answered incorrectly.


After completing both books you may want to go back to the earlier papers and have another go to see how much you have improved!
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Test day tips


Take time to prepare yourself the day before you go for the test: remember to take sharpened pencils, an eraser and a watch to time yourself (if you are allowed – there is usually a clock present in the exam room in most schools). Take a bottle of water in with you, if this is allowed, as this will help to keep your brain hydrated and improve your concentration levels.


… and don’t forget to have breakfast before you go!
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Continue your learning journey


When you’ve completed these Practice Papers, you can carry on your learning right up until exam day with the following resources.
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The Study and Revision Guide is an essential tool in your 11+ preparation. The book explains how to tackle the different types of questions you may encounter in the Non-Verbal Reasoning 11+ entrance exams and ways to use your knowledge of Maths to break down the questions easily. Using the Study and Revision Guide as part of your 11+ preparation can significantly improve your speed in answering questions.


The Workbooks will develop your skills, with over 160 questions to practise in each book. To prepare you for the exam, these books include even more question variations that you may encounter – the more you do, the better equipped for the exams you’ll be.





•  Age 8–10: Increase your familiarity with variations in the question types.



•  Age 9–11: Experiment with further techniques to improve your accuracy.



•  Age 10–12: Develop fast response times through consistent practice.





Practice Papers 1 contains four training and four short-format papers and answers to increase your familiarity with taking actual tests and to improve your accuracy, speed and ability to deal with a wide range of questions under pressure.





Paper 9
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Look at the first three pictures and decide what they have in common. Then select the option from the five on the right that belongs to the same set. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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Look at the two pictures on the left connected by an arrow. Decide how the first picture has been changed to create the second. Now apply the same rule to the third picture and circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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The first cube has been rotated to a new position, shown after the arrow. One of the answer options shows the third cube, rotated in the same way as the first cube. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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The shape on the left can be made up using three of the five smaller shapes on the right. Identify the three shapes needed and circle the letters beneath them. For example:
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Each letter represents an individual feature in the picture next to it. Work out which feature is represented by each letter. Apply the code to the picture in the box and circle the letter beneath the correct answer code. For example:
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One of the options on the right completes the pattern in the grid on the left. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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Record your results and move on to the next paper.
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Paper 10
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Look at these sets of pictures. Identify the one that is most unlike the others. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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Look at the two sets of shapes on the left connected by arrows and decide how the first shapes have been changed to create the second. Now apply the same rule to the next shape and circle the letter beneath the correct answer from the five options. For example:
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The patterns on the left are made out of paper that is black on one side and white on the other, then pasted onto a window. One of the answer options shows the same pattern viewed from the other side of the window. Notice that the colour also reverses when viewed from the other side. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer option. For example:
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The small shape on the left can be found in one of the pictures on the right. It might be made up of one or more pieces. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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The two letters in the small boxes at the right of each large box represent a feature of the shapes in the box. Work out which feature is represented by each letter and apply the code to the box with the dashed lines. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer code. For example:
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The boxes on the left show a pattern that is arranged in a sequence. Choose the answer option that completes the sequence when inserted in the blank box. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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Record your results and move on to the next paper.
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Paper 11
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Look at the shapes in the large box and decide what they have in common. Then select the option that is part of the same set. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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Choose the net that represents the shape on the left when it is unfolded. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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The square given at the beginning is folded in the way indicated by the arrows, and then holes are punched where shown on the final diagram. Identify the answer option that shows what the square would look like when it is unfolded. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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Each letter represents an individual feature in the picture next to it. Work out which feature is represented by each letter. Apply the code to the picture in the box and circle the letter beneath the correct answer code. For example:
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When the smaller shape on the left is removed from the larger shape before it, a new shape is made. This new shape is represented by one of the options on the right. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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One of the options on the right completes the pattern in the grid on the left. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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Record your results and move on to the next paper.
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Paper 12
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Which of the answer options is a 2D plan of the 3D picture on the left, when viewed from above? Circle the letter beneath the correct 2D plan. For example:
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One group of separate blocks has been joined together to make the pattern of blocks shown on the left. Some of the blocks may have been rotated. Circle the letter beneath the blocks that make up the pattern. For example:
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Record your results and move on to the next paper.
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Paper 13
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Look at the first three pictures and decide what they have in common. Then select the option from the five on the right that belongs to the same set. Circle the letter beneath the correct answer. For example:
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