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Foreword 
By Tom Brokaw


A hundred years from now, five hundred, a thousand, historians will be studying World War II and wondering, “How did it come to this? This madness of all out war in the heart of Western civilization and across the vast Pacific ocean, a war so lethal and so ambitious it would be described by John Keegan, the noted British military historian, as “the greatest event in the history of mankind.”


As you will see in these dispatches from reporters from The New York Times at home and abroad—from 1939 to the end of the war in 1945—it was at the beginning a confusing, complex time of duplicity, denial, wishful thinking. Adolf Hitler aroused Germany with maniacal fervor and Japan began to plant its flag well beyond its small island boundaries.


Germany invades Poland and on September 1, 1939, The Times reported in bold print “WASHINGTON VIEWS THE CRISIS GRAVELY,” describing how President Franklin D. Roosevelt spent the day reading press dispatches and listening to radio broadcasts from Europe. The following day France mobilizes eight million for military duty and the day after that Great Britain declares war on Germany.


Yet on September 3 Harold B. Hinton of The New York Times publishes a long, analytical piece headlined, “CAN THE UNITED STATES KEEP OUT OF WAR?” He describes President Roosevelt’s apprehensions about Hitler and his subtle preparations for war but he quotes the President as saying he hoped and believed the country could stay clear and his Administration would do all it could to keep it out of war.


That is how it began, this greatest event in the history of mankind, with ominous German overtures, alarmed European reaction and now you see it, now you don’t denial from America’s commander in chief.


From that date forward the reporters and editors of The New York Times were in a quick step march to keep pace with the unfolding events.


Canada and Australia, British Commonwealth countries, jump in; James Reston in London for The Times describes a city hunkered down against German air raids and then later chronicles the rise of Winston Churchill. In prescient terms: “War is Mr. Churchill’s natural element. Like a happy old tugboat captain with a battered sailor’s cap on his head and a dead cigar between his teeth he has looked and sounded like s real war leader.”


And so he was.


The news kept on coming, from East and West:




“BRITISH CHILDREN EVACUATED FROM CITIES”


“FABLED RUSSIAN WINTER CLOSING IN ON INVADER”


“SINGAPORE DOUBTS JAPANESE THREATS”


“U-BOAT SINKS BRITISH BATTLESHIP”





Charles Lindbergh continues to speak out against the United States getting involved in the war and American mothers of sons storm Congress, demanding the U.S. not get involved .


But by the fall of 1941 FDR’s private concerns have turned into a roaring war weapons program he calls “The Arsenal of Democracy” and Hanson Baldwin writes in The Times “the Arsenal of Democracy has commenced to bristle with arms.”


A month and a week later, December 7, 1941, the United States is stunned, attacked on a sunny Sunday morning at Pearl Harbor by the Japanese. It is, as FDR would tell the world, “a day that will live in infamy,” a day that catapulted the United States into the war.


In the last great naval battles of modern history, the U.S. and Japan fight across the Pacific and on the tiny islands no one had heard of before—Tarawa, Iwo Jima, Guadalcanal—American and Japanese fight hand to hand, face to face in utter savagery.


A World War unlike any other. In North Africa, Italy, throughout Europe and in western Russian, in all the seas and the skies above.


Sixteen million Americans are in uniform doing everything from penetrating deep behind enemy lines to baking bread and packing parachutes, from jumping out of airplanes and taking submarines to great depths.


Russia advances from the east. Allied forces gather in England for the greatest military invasion ever under the command of a genial Kansas farm boy who had been a colonel as late as 1941.


D-Day, June 6, 1944, the emblematic battle of the war. It was a massive sea, air and land operation and it was the beginning of the end of the Third Reich and the madness of Adolf Hitler.


Yet, news of the invasion didn’t reach New York Times reporters and other journalists in Washington until three hours after it began.


From that day on the news began to be more hopeful. Headlines in The Times:




“NAZIS CONTINUE TO GUESS ABOUT GENERAL PATTON’S ARMY”


“JAPANESE CRUSHED” (in Saipan)


“B-29s MAKE THEIR DEBUT”


“RED ARMY DRIVE SHOWS NO SIGN OF FLAGGING”





Caught in the pincers of Russia advancing from the east and the Allies from the West, the Germans fight on but the wounds are fatal. Adolf Hitler, history’s despot, puts a gun to his head in a Berlin bunker, his malignant dreams of a thousand-year empire, at an end in less than a decade.


In the Pacific, the Allied spear is now pointed at the Japanese homeland, an invasion that no one welcomes but unless the Japanese surrender, it cannot be avoided.


But it is, called off by the devastating impact of two bombs, new weapons created out of the terrifying effect of nuclear fusion.


The madness ends in August 1945. A world war in every sense of the phrase gives way to a difficult peace with unprecedented re-building and re-alignment required, with a new kind of war, a Cold War between the Soviet Union and the West, with the creation of a new nation in the Middle East as a partial tribute to the horrors of the Holocaust.


An uneasy peace, but a welcome one. Men came home to go to college or go to work in a peacetime economy that had been dormant too long. Women gave birth to a new generation with its own distinctive title. Detroit began to build civilian cars again. Meat was available in the supermarkets, and butter. New cities arose in the southeast, southwest and west.


Those who had borne the battle left the terrible memories deep in an emotional vault and got on with their lives, determined to make up for all they and their families and friends had sacrificed.


In these reports from The New York Times you can trace the origins of that chaotic time, share in the momentous decision making, be inspired by the greatness of the leaders of the victors and enraged by the mendacity of the war mongers.


This is timeless journalism and a gift to those of us who lived through it and those who want to know history’s great question: how did this happen, and how did we prevail.














Introduction 
“HISTORY IN THE RAW”


World War II represented a profound challenge to every major newspaper in the democratic world because of its sheer scale, length and complexity. No one in 1939 could possibly have foreseen a war that was to last for six years and cost at least 55 million people their lives. No one in 1939 could have predicted that a war that began with the German invasion of Poland, a conflict confined at first to eastern Europe, would engulf the entire globe, from the Aleutian Islands in the far north of the Pacific to Madagascar in the southern Indian Ocean, from the sea lanes of the Caribbean to the icy waters of northern Norway.


The complexity of the war derives from the many conflicts now known unsatisfactorily by the single label of World War II. In Asia the Japanese began a war in 1937 against China and then undertook another one in 1941 across the Pacific, and a further campaign into Southeast Asia and toward India. In the Mediterranean, Italian dictator Benito Mussolini began war against Britain and France in June 1940 and then turned to Greece and Africa to try to carve out a new Roman Empire while the West was in crisis. The main threat came from the militarily and industrially powerful Germany. Hitler also found himself fighting two wars, one against the Western democracies, including by 1941 the United States, and a second one of imperial conquest in the Soviet Union. Against the West, at sea and in the air, Germany fought a war based on the most modern science and technology; against the Soviet Union it was more traditional, a clash of mass armies. Descriptions of the German soldiers at Stalingrad read like accounts of the Grand Army of Napoleon that froze to death in Russia 130 years earlier.


To make sense of these many conflicts, the fighting powers reduced the issue to one of life and death. For the democracies, the whole western tradition and democratic way of life seemed under mortal threat from the menace of militarism and modern authoritarianism. For Germany, Italy and Japan, the world dominated by the democracies and their empires (which were certainly not democratic) seemed to be based on outworn liberal values and a hypocritical defense of political freedom and open trade, which the West failed to honor in practice. They saw their own national futures blighted by Western domination. The Axis powers, as they became known, were ruled by aggressive nationalist regimes that wanted to replace the West’s historical self-importance with what they called a ”New Order” in Asia, in the Mediterranean and in Europe. It was against this rising ambition that the rest of the world rallied to support the Allies, who in January 1942 adopted the title United Nations in recognition of the growing number of states who opposed the Axis.


The major Allies—Britain, the United States, the Soviet Union and China—had very different regimes and antagonistic agendas, but they were united by the single desire to defeat their common enemies as the first step to building a more rational and peaceable world system. It was easy for them to reduce the conflict to a simple right versus wrong, even though from the democracies’ point of view there was a great deal that was wrong with the dictatorships that ruled China and the Soviet Union. The commitment to victory that held the alliance together until 1945 gradually gave way to a new crisis in which wartime friends soon became post-war enemies.


Through all the years of war The New York Times was dedicated to reporting, without “fear or favor,” as much military and political news as possible. This meant filling the paper with articles and reports and editorials that were devoted to places and issues often remote from American interests. The Times publisher, Arthur Hays Sulzberger, and his editorial staff were committed during the war to making sure their readers were aware of the wider story of the conflict. More than 160 Times correspondents worldwide found themselves in distant geographical areas, following events rather than sitting in The Times bureau in a more familiar capital city. The Times printed more words on the war than any other newspaper, an average of 125,000 every weekday, and 240,000 in the Sunday edition. A million words a day flooded in to New York by radio, telephone or wire, and valuable advertising space was surrendered to make sure all the news was covered. The number of readers increased during the wartime period, from an average 1.26 million (weekday and Sunday) in 1941 to an average 1.47 million in 1945.1 Despite limitations imposed by the wartime scarcity of newsprint, this does not seem to have unduly affected The Times. In late 1942 Sulzberger was invited to join the Publishers Newsprint Committee, which then fixed the allotment of paper at the average consumption in 1941. Under Order L-240, a scheme was established to ensure that every newspaper got its quota of supply. The Times printed more news, particularly world news, than other papers, and those extra pages came at the expense of advertising revenue.2


Many problems arose in seeking out the news and making sure that it got into print. There was nothing straightforward about wartime reporting and wartime publishing. The first problem was official silence, the second censorship. Military operations were highly secret and the course of battle often shrouded by a deliberate veil of misinformation, or no information at all. The Battle of France in 1940 and the invasion of Normandy in 1944 had to be guessed at by correspondents on the basis of what few reliable communiqués were available. On the Eastern Front and the war in China, there were regular difficulties in getting any worthwhile material. German press conferences in the six months following the Barbarossa campaign launched against the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941 were contrived events with little hard news about the course of war. A major press conference held in early October in Berlin reported that the Soviets were now defeated, a claim that aroused a natural skepticism among the few American correspondents present, and was soon shown to be nonsense.3


Even when there was news to report, every country practiced censorship to avoid compromising security. This could take many forms, and correspondents became adept at writing copy that skirted what was known of censorship rules, which affected not only text but also images. American newspapers were not permitted to show pictures of dead soldiers or of people weeping. Britain permitted no images of the dead or badly injured from bombing raids.4 Censorship could be a source of real frustration. Raymond Daniell, head of The Times London bureau during the London Blitz of 1940-41, curtly explained how newsmen felt about it:


“And always there is the censor to deal with. He often is a well-intentioned blunderer who either hopelessly slows things up or is so obtuse about differentiating between military information and harmless speculation that he drives correspondents to the verge of nervous breakdowns.”5


Daniell thought that censorship, like Prohibition, was “noble in purpose,” but a failure in practice. In dictatorships, censorship was taken for granted as a risk run by all foreign reporters. When The Times’ Austrian correspondent, George E. Gedye, was expelled from Vienna in 1938 for publishing unflattering reports after the German takeover in March, he was told that no reason had to be given. He left the country accompanied by a detective and was searched thoroughly by customs men who stuck needles into his soap and inspected the cuffs of his trousers.6 Times reporter Otto Tolischus was expelled from Germany in 1941 for articles defying censorship (for which he won a Pulitzer Prize), but then a few months later was imprisoned in Japan for writing articles that the censor had in fact passed.7


The war exposed The Times overseas’ correspondents to frequent dangers, often in the most remote parts of the world. The dangers were seldom evident in the final reports in the paper, or appreciated by the public that read them. The British novelist W. Somerset Maugham, in a preface to Daniell’s book, gave an honest assessment of their unsung risks:


“It is not a very safe profession that the newspaper man follows in wartime. Where there is trouble they must get into it if they can. They must have courage and endurance; they must undergo discomfort and often hardship; they must face danger and sometimes death to provide you with the news. But there is no mention in despatches for them; there are no medals or orders; they may show heroism but it will pass unnoticed.”8


Correspondents wore a military uniform and a helmet at the front line, and the risks they ran were considerable. Two Times correspondents were killed. Byron Darnton was the victim of “friendly fire” from a B-25 light bomber that mistakenly attacked his landing craft on the way to Buna in New Guinea. Robert Post of the London bureau was lost in one of the first Eighth Air Force missions over Germany against the port of Wilhelmshaven in February 1943. Richard Johnston was wounded in an American attack on the French port of Brest, and Hal Denny, who had already been captured in North Africa and interrogated (in this case painlessly) by the Gestapo, was hit by bomb fragments in Belgium. Out of the Times staff, 910 served in the three services, and nineteen of them died.9


One of the most remarkable stories involved the diminutive theater critic Brooks Atkinson, who became impatient to report on the war rather than Broadway shows. In late 1942 he traveled to Africa where he filed his first war report, and then on to China as correspondent in the China-Burma theater. Atkinson was the first to hear in October 1944 that Chiang Kai-shek had asked for General Stilwell to be recalled as his American adviser, and to avoid the censor he took a difficult route all the way back to New York to file the story. He had become so ill in China that he was immediately hospitalized on his return, his weight reduced to a fraction of his already meager body by the harsh conditions he had faced in Asia.10


The Times was keen during the war to show that it could maintain its political independence, demonstrated by its support for the Republican, Wendell Wilkie, in the 1940 election and for Franklin Roosevelt, a Democrat, four years later. It was difficult both before the war and during it to remain indifferent to Axis aggression. Only an automaton, “a journalistic robot,” wrote Daniell, “could remain neutral in such circumstances”. He thought that what was still possible was “journalistic objectivity” in the face of the barrage of misinformation and propaganda to which correspondents were subjected everywhere.11 If The Times followed a line at all, it was to support internationalism. Sulzberger had been anti-war in the earlier 1930s, but both he and Charles Merz, the new editor appointed in November 1938, came to see the importance of greater American involvement in the wider world. Ferdinand Kuhn, the veteran correspondent in London before Daniell, predicted in 1939 that British weakness in the face of Germany would bring an inevitable doom of economic decline and apocalyptic bombing, while the United States seemed Britain’s natural successor in the world, thanks to the “virility and youthfulness” of its population and the opportunities to “use our democracy wisely.”12


The Times remained a strong advocate throughout the war of the idea that the United States should assume its proper share of post-war responsibilities. The Times diplomatic correspondent, Harold Callender, in A Preface to Peace published in 1944, warned that the United States now faced “an essentially smaller and tighter world in which no great power can be neutral or isolated.”13 Sulzberger remained anxious through the discussions that led to the formation of the United Nations Organization that somehow the public would fail to see that internationalism was now in its interest. In August 1945 The Times claimed, not without reason, that “we have become the most powerful nation in the world.” But the message was intended to make sure that the American leadership and public understood that this meant an end forever to isolationism.14


The influence of The Times is hard to judge, though editorials were clearly read with interest and concern in the White House and by leaders abroad. But when it came to direct involvement, the opportunities were limited. The Japanese procurator, summing up the case against Otto Tolischus after his arrest, told Tolischus that because in a democracy the press affects public opinion, and public opinion affects the government, the things he had written contributed to a policy that “led to war between Japan and the United States,” and that Tolischus was therefore “responsible for the war.”15 In truth, that kind of influence was far removed from reality. The Times occasionally provided a platform to prominent soldiers or politicians to explain their case. British Air Chief Marshal Arthur Harris was given several pages in 1944 to describe in great detail what the bomber offensive was accomplishing, the fruit of an earlier correspondence between Sulzberger and Harris about promoting bombing strategy in the American press.16 In the summer of 1943, Sulzberger, accompanied by James Reston, visited Moscow to meet Soviet leaders. His objective, with Roosevelt’s personal approval, was to try to show the Soviet leadership that the American press understood that Russia was an important part of the war effort. He was shown the Pravda offices and was puzzled that there was no news room (news was handed down from above) and he met Soviet Foreign Commissar Vyacheslav Molotov, who smiled and said little. Sulzberger concluded that “Russia did not want to be known,” and The Times ran many fewer Soviet stories later in the war than it had in 1941.17 Soviet attitudes toward the paper can perhaps be summed up by a hostile profile of The Times’ defense correspondent, Hanson Baldwin, published in Pravda in April 1944, in which Baldwin was called “an admiral of the ink pool” and accused of writing misleading and patronizing military analysis.18 The Times’ greatest influence was undoubtedly its unstinting support for the United Nations project and American world policy. In October 1944 The Times condemned both “nationalistic isolationists” and those pure idealists who wanted a genuine “Parliament of Man” for undermining the search for a new world organization, which for all its faults would still be better than a return to the pre-war world.19


The Times was progressive on many issues that were important to wartime America. There were anxieties about the large extension of presidential powers brought about by the war, which explains Roosevelt’s often awkward relationship with the paper. On the right of blacks to join the war effort and to fight and work on equal terms, The Times ran regular reports and campaigned for greater integration. Special mention was made of the black unit that fought in the embattled enclave at Bastogne in December 1944 during the Battle of the Bulge.20 There were regular features and editorials highlighting the work that women were doing and the paper provided a platform for the argument that after the war more women would want to continue with a career rather than accept the role of unpaid housekeeper. Neither American blacks nor American women got what they wanted in 1945. The Times’ description of the disembarkation of demobilized soldiers in New York failed to comment on the segregation of white and black soldiers as they came down the gangplank.


The Times was not shy on exposing wartime atrocity, whether in the Czech village of Lidice or by the Japanese in the Chinese city of Nanjing. And the paper was a force in exposing injustice, evident in its regular coverage of the British failure to offer independence to India. The Times has been criticized, however, for failing to influence opinion on the biggest horror of them all, the persecution and extermination of six million European Jews by Adolf Hitler’s Third Reich. It is nevertheless misleading to suggest that The Times ignored the subject. Throughout the 1930s and into the war, it published reports on German policy against the Jews. It reported on Kristallnacht in November 1938, and in November 1942 on Heinrich Himmler’s systematic slaughter of Polish Jews.21 But Arthur Sulzberger was conflicted about his own Jewishness, hostile to Zionism, and at great pains to ensure that American anti-Semitism would not identify The Times as a “Jewish paper.”22 In his determination to achieve that end, as Susan E. Tifft and Alex S. Jones wrote in “The Trust,” their history of The Times, “he missed an opportunity to use the considerable power of the paper to focus a spotlight on one of the greatest crimes the world has ever known.” Articles about the murder of the Jews rarely made it to page one of the paper. The description of the operations of the death camp at Treblinka appeared on page 11. In “Buried by the Times” Laurel Leff wrote that the destruction of Europe’s Jews “remained below the surface, only emerging now and then in a diluted and fractured form.”23


What The Times did in the wartime years was to publish what Hanson Baldwin called “history in the raw,” different from the “precise, emotionless chronology of school books.” This was the view of history as it happened, with all its limitations, and it was possible to get many things wrong, since reporters were always looking to an uncertain future, unlike historians who look back on a certain past. The Times published articles in late 1932 and early 1933 suggesting that there would never be a Hitler dictatorship. In April 1940, four weeks before British Primes Minister Neville Chamberlain resigned, the paper reported that he seemed more secure than ever as British leader. On June 12, 1941, ten days before the Barbarossa campaign, The Times ran Walter Duranty’s special report that renewed agreement was much more likely between Germany and the Soviet Union than war.24 Duranty, a longtime Moscow correspondent for The Times and Pulitzer Prize winner, was later severely criticized for underplaying Bolshevik brutalities and ignoring the Ukrainian famine in the early 1930’s, causing the paper to renounce the award.


But The Times also got many things right, and often told the story before its major competitors. Both the good and the bad are reproduced in this selection of wartime articles culled from tens of thousands published throughout the whole period of war from 1939 to 1945. Since many of the articles were very long in the original, some, though not all, of this selection have been edited down from their original length. All the articles on the war can be found in full on the CD that accompanies this volume. They have been chosen because they reflect the main narrative of the war seen from the perspective of New York, including war on the home front and some of the strange quirks that the war provoked in American and European daily life. Articles also appear that describe the tough daily routine of service life in the field, which many correspondents shared. The narrative moves from crisis and uncertainty for the Allies, through a tense period in 1942 and 1943 when everything still seemed poised in the balance, to a final rush for victory which a stubborn Axis defense made more costly and lengthier than the public had been led to expect. It ends with the advent of a new nuclear age in which the certainty of unconditional victory brought with it the uncertainties of a nuclear future. That victory is now often taken for granted as the product of the natural triumph of virtue over crime. But it did not always seem so to those dictating the news to correspondents eager for something to lighten the grim images of war and death. All the more remarkable that a Times editor, Robert Duffus, could write in June 1940 after the British evacuation from Dunkirk, “It is the great tradition of democracy. It is the future. It is victory.” On this prediction, The Times proved in the long run unassailably right.25














Prologue


“REICH TROOPS JAM ROAD TO POLAND”


1919–1939


On June 28, 1919 in the Hall of Mirrors in the French Palace of Versailles, outside Paris, a treaty was signed between the victorious Allied powers and Germany, bringing World War I to an end. American President Woodrow Wilson hoped that the treaty would pave the way for a new world order based on peace, disarmament and the freedom for peoples to choose their own destiny. Only twenty years separated the end of the first war and the start of a second war that was even more destructive and global. The roots of that second conflict can be found in the settlement reached in 1919. Alongside the idealistic ambitions for a new, peaceful world order were sown the seeds of a narrow nationalism that spawned a violent, intolerant politics. Even Wilson’s idealism proved short-lived when, in 1920, the Senate rejected ratification of the treaty and effectively took the United States out of the new League of Nations. The League had been established to try to resolve international disputes by rational, peaceable means. Throughout the twenty years that followed, the United States stood aside from any formal commitment to the international order, just as the newly founded Soviet Union, emerging from the wartime Communist revolution of 1917, remained on the international margins. Britain chose to be semidetached from the crises inside and outside Europe, seeking the self-preservation of the Empire and unwilling to run risks that might undermine Britain’s worldwide interests.


This situation was fertile ground for those forces in world politics that had not been satisfied by Wilsonian idealism. Economic downturns and political instability after the war plunged Italy into crisis and prompted a nationalist backlash expressed in the rise to power of Benito Mussolini and his Fascist blackshirts. Appointed prime minister in October 1922, Mussolini had established a tough dictatorship by 1926, with himself as self-proclaimed Duce, or leader. In Germany a post-war crisis was brought on by defeat and the humiliating Versailles Treaty that blamed Germans for the war and made them pay reparations for starting it, stripped away German territory in Poland and France, and forced Germany to disarm. All this generated a hyperinflation that destroyed all savings and at the same time prompted the rise of violent, ultranationalist movements that rejected the peace imposed by the West and pursued the politics of revenge. Adolf Hitler’s National Socialist Party was among their number, though Hitler was not yet the prominent political figure he was to become. In November 1923 he staged a coup in imitation of Mussolini but it ended in farce with his arrest and imprisonment. It took him almost ten years to establish a broad nationalist movement, animated by a hatred of the Versailles Treaty and the Jews, and a desire to reestablish German military power. In 1933, in the midst of a major economic crisis and political chaos, Hitler was appointed chancellor of Germany, and within months had enacted legislation designed to exclude Germany’s Jewish population from the new “national revolution.” By 1934 he too had become dictator, Germany’s Führer; in 1938 he appointed himself commander-in-chief of the armed forces.


On the other side of the world, Japan also came to reject the settlement arrived at in 1919. Japanese military leaders resented the second-class status accorded to Japan by the other major powers. They saw Japan’s destiny as the leader of a major empire, like that of Britain and France, in a reinvigorated Asia. Frustrated by economic crisis and closed markets abroad, the Japanese Army invaded Manchuria in 1931, and moved on to attack northern China the following year. Step by step, Japan consolidated its position in Asia and when a full-scale war broke out in July 1937 between Japan and Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist China, the Japanese declared a “new order” in Asia and tried to compel Europe and the United States to accept the altered balance of power in the region.


Mussolini and Hitler also were attracted to the idea of “new orders” in Europe and Africa, and since none of the League powers had prevented Japanese aggression, they began to undertake their own programs of territorial expansion. In 1935 Italy attacked the African nation of Ethiopia and conquered it by May 1936. In July 1936 Mussolini, together with Hitler, agreed to help the nationalist general Francisco Franco in his bid to seize power in Spain. Later, in the spring of 1939, Mussolini occupied Albania and began to think about further wars to build an Italian empire in the Mediterranean. Hitler tore up the Versailles Treaty by rearming Germany, remilitarizing the Rhineland and repudiating reparations. In March 1938 German troops were ordered into Austria and a so-called “Greater Germany” was created. In the summer of 1938 pressure was put on the Czech government to hand over territory where the majority of the population was German, and on September 30 at Munich, Britain and France accepted German arguments and agreed to transfer the “Sudeten” Germans to German rule, dismembering the Czech state.


Throughout the period when the “new order” states were disrupting the international order, the only states committed to upholding the international order—Britain and France—found their options limited. Neither wanted to risk all-out war because of the terrible human and material cost already revealed in the horrors of WWI. Both had unstable empires, full of nationalists demanding liberation from colonial rule. Both faced economic crises in the 1930s that increased the political risks for democracies if they chose to rearm. But in the end these multiple crises forced the democracies to begin large-scale rearmament, while trying to figure out ways of preserving peace. This strategy of appeasement might have worked if Britain and France had faced reasonable opponents. It was clear by 1939 that there was no possibility of appeasing Hitler, Mussolini and the Japanese Army and that war was now likely.


After the occupation of Prague by the Germans in March 1939, the British and French gave a guarantee to Poland that shaped the coming conflict. Hitler wanted Poland to give back the territory the Germans had lost in 1919, and to agree that the city of Danzig (which was under League supervision) should become German again. The Poles rejected this, fearful that they would suffer the fate of Czechoslovakia. Throughout the summer the British made it clear that any aggressive move by Germany would be met with force. On August 23 Hitler suddenly signed a pact with the Soviet Union guaranteeing non-aggression between the two countries. He was convinced that this freed him to attack Poland and seize the territory he wanted. He was also convinced that the West would back down. His war was a gamble on the timidity of the democracies. Though he could not know it, when he ordered the attack on Poland on September 1, he had launched World War II.




JUNE 29, 1919


SIGNING PROVIDES BRILLIANT PAGEANT


Ceremony Staged in Gorgeous Setting of “All the Glories of France.”


STORM OF CHEERS FOR FOCH


Wilson Received with Enthusiasm—Doughboys and TommiesIn the Vast Throng.


By WALTER DURANTY





VERSAILLES, June 29.—There could have been found no nobler setting for the signing of peace than the palace of the greatest of French kings, on the hillcrest of Versailles. To reach it the plenipotentiaries and distinguished guests from all parts of the world, who motored to their places in the Hall of Mirrors, drove down the magnificent, tree-lined Avenuedu Chateau, then across the huge square—the famous Place d’Armes of Versailles—and up through the gates and over the cobblestones of the Court of Honor to the entrance, where officers of the Garde Republicaine, in picturesque uniform, were drawn up to receive them.


It was a few minutes after 2 when the first automobile made its way between dense lines of cavalry backed by a double rank of infantry with bayonets fixed—there were said to be 20,000 soldiers altogether guarding the route—that held back the cheering crowds.


The scene from the Court of Honor where I was standing was impressive to a degree. The Place d’Armes was a lake of white faces, dappled everywhere by the bright colors of flags and fringed with the horizon blue of troops whose bayonets shone like flames as the sun peeped for a moment from behind heavy clouds. Above airplanes—a dozen or more—wheeled and curvetted.


[image: image]


Jubilant Parisians take to the streets on the day the Treaty of Versailles was signed, June 28, 1919.


The entrance to the palace courtyard is usually barred by great gilded gates. Today, in the words of the hymn, it was “flung open wide the golden gates and let the victors in,” Up that triumphal passage, fully a quarter of a mile long, between the wings of the palace and the entrance to the Hall of Mirrors, representatives of the victorious nations passed in flag-decked limousines—hundreds, one after another, without intermission—for fifty minutes.


Midway down the courtyard is a big bronze statue of Louis XIV on horseback, and all along its sides are statues of the Princes and Governors, Admirals and Generals, that made him Grande Monarque of France.


At the entrance, just inside the gates, General Bricker, commander of the Sixth Cavalry Division, was sitting on a splendid chestnut, hardly less immobile than the Great King, save when he flashed his sword up to salute a guest of especial distinction. And, as if to typify the whole scene, there were the inscriptions on the facade of the twin temple-like structures on either side of Louis XIV’s statue: “To All the Glories of France.” It was the supreme dedication of the palace to the greatest day that all its glorious history has known.


TORRENT OF CHEERS FOR FOCH


One of the earliest to arrive was Marshal Foch, amid a torrent of cheering, which broke out even louder a few moments later when the massive head of Premier Clemenceau—for once with a smile on the Tiger’s face—was seen through the windows of a French military car. To both, as to other chiefs, including Wilson, Pershing, and Lloyd George, the troops paid the honor of presenting arms all around the courtyard.


After Clemenceau they came thick and fast, diplomats, soldiers, Princes of India in gorgeous turbans, Japanese in immaculate Western dress, Admirals, flying men, Arabs, and a thousand and one picturesque uniforms of the French, British, and Colonial Armies.


Once amidst terrific enthusiasm a whole wagonload of doughboys, themselves yelling “their heads off,” drove up the sacred slope of victory, but instead of proceeding right to the entrance swung around the Louis statue in the middle of the courtyard and went out by a side gateway, where the rest of the automobiles also went after depositing their passengers. Ten minutes later a camion laden with British Tommies arrived and got a cordial reception.


Whoever was responsible for it had a good thought, that the rank and file who had suffered and sweated most should share in the glorious finale, and it was everyone’s regret that a load or two of poilus had not equally participated.


It was 2:45 o’clock when Balfour, bowing and smiling, heralded the arrival of the British delegates. Lloyd George was just behind him, for once in the conventional high hat instead of his usual felt.


WARM WELCOME FOR WILSON.


At ten minutes of 3 came President Wilson in a big black limousine, with his flag, a white eagle on a dark blue ground. The warmth of welcome accorded him bore witness to the place he still holds in French hearts and the people’s appreciation of the stand he took in the past few weeks against altering the treaty in Germany’s favor.


By 3 o’clock the last visitor had arrived, and the broad ribbon road stretched empty between the lines of troops from the gates of the palace courtyard. The Germans had already taken their places—to avoid a possible unpleasant incident they had been conveyed from the Hotel des Reservoirs Annex through the park.


It is impossible to tell what the day meant to the people of Versailles. To them, even more than to the rest of France, it was the wiping out of the ancient stain whose shame they had felt more deeply than any other. At the entrance of the crowded dining hall of the Hotel des Reservoirs the old aunt of the proprietor stood with swimming eyes.


“I saw them dine here,” she said, “on the night before the other treaty. And now this—thank God I have lived for it!” At the ride entrance to the courtyard there was a pathetic incident. An old woman, supported by two sons, one in the uniform of a Major of Chasseurs, the other in civilian clothes, but with an armless sleeve and the Legion of Honor and War Cross ribbons in his buttonhole, came up to the stern guardians and begged admittance, although without a ticket.


Just let me inside the courtyard,” she pleaded. “When the Germans were here a General was quartered in my house. I shared the defeat; let me share the victory.”


The orders were strict and absolute, but for her they made an exception. [image: image]




JUNE 29, 1919


Wilson Says Treaty Will Furnish the Charter for a New Order of Affairs in the World





WASHINGTON, June 28—The following address by President Wilson to the American people on the occasion of the signing of the Peace Treaty was given out here today by Secretary Tumulty:


My Fellow Countrymen: The treaty of peace has been signed. If it is ratified and acted upon in full and sincere execution of its terms it will furnish the charter for a new order of affairs in the world. It is a severe treaty in the duties and penalties it imposes upon Germany; but it is severe only because great wrongs done by Germany are to be righted and repaired; it imposes nothing that Germany cannot do; and she can regain her rightful standing in the world by the prompt and honorable fulfillment of its terms.


And it is much more than a treaty of peace with Germany. It liberates great peoples who have never before been able to find the way to liberty. It ends, once and for all, an old and intolerable order under which small groups of selfish men could use the peoples of great empires to serve their ambition for power and dominion. It associates the free governments of the world in a permanent League in which they are pledged to use their united power to maintain peace by maintaining right and justice.


It makes international law a reality supported by imperative sanctions. It does away with the right of conquest and rejects the policy of annexation and substitutes a new order under which backward nations—populations which have not yet come to political consciousness and peoples who are ready for independence but not yet quite prepared to dispense with protection and guidance—shall no more be subjected to the domination and exploitation of a stronger nation, but shall be put under the friendly direction and afforded the helpful assistance of governments which undertake to be responsible to the opinion of mankind in the execution of their task by accepting the direction of the League of Nations.


It recognizes the inalienable rights of nationality, the rights of minorities and the sanctity of religious belief and practice. It lays the basis for conventions which shall free the commercial intercourse of the world from unjust and vexatious restrictions and for every sort of international co-operation that will serve to cleanse the life of the world and facilitate its common action in beneficent service of every kind. It furnishes guarantees such as were never given or even contemplated for the fair treatment of all who labor at the daily tasks of the world.


It is for this reason that I have spoken of it as a great charter for a new order of affairs. There is ground here for deep satisfaction universal reassurance, and confident hope.


WOODROW WILSON. [image: image]




NOVEMBER 1, 1922


‘BLACK SHIRTS’ HOLD A ROMAN TRIUMPH IN ASSUMING POWER


100,000 Fascisti March Through the City As Mussolini Becomes Premier.


IRON RULE IS PROMISED





ROME, Oct. 31—The new Cabinet of Premier Mussolini took the oath of office today before the King, thereby becoming the official Government of Italy, and the Fascisti army, the Black Shirts, commanded by Mussolini, which has surrounded Rome, paraded through the city, 100,000 strong.


A fact which is everywhere favorably commented upon is that Mussolini and his Ministers all wore frock coats and silk hats at the ceremony of taking the oath. It was recalled in this connection that when the Socialists, Turati and Bissolati, visited the King recently they wore soft hats and rough sporting jackets. Mussolini’s action is considered all the more interesting when it is remembered that up to a few years ago he also was a Socialist and a rabid revolutionary. He, however, decided that as he had accepted the monarchy the King should be treated with all the pomp appertaining to the office.


The scene when the ex-Socialist and ex-idol of the revolutionary masses took the oath of allegiance to the King was dramatic. The King greeted each Minister, saying: “I feel that I can hardly congratulate you, as you have a stiff, arduous task before you, but I congratulate the country for having you as Ministers.”


SONOROUSLY ACCEPTS OATH


The King read the formula of the oath as follows:


“I swear to be faithful to my King and his legal descendants. I swear to be true to the Constitution and fundamental laws of the State for the inseparable welfare of my King and my country.”


Mussolini, who was standing with the Ministers in a group around him, raising his outstretched arms, said with a booming voice:


“Your Majesty, I swear it.”


The King was so deeply moved that he embraced Mussolini. Afterward each Minister went through the formality.


When all had taken the oath the King remained for a few moments in conversation with Mussolini, who afterward drove back to his office at the Ministry of the Interior. The Fascisti militia had a hard task restraining an enthusiastic crowd which wished to carry him in triumph through the streets.


‘DOUBLE HAT’ SYSTEM ENDED


Mussolini was early at his office this morning. Exactly at 8 o’clock, the hour at which all Government clerks are supposed to be at their posts, he telephoned to all his Ministers instructing them to have a roll call. Anyone who was not at his desk was severely reprimanded and warned that he would be dismissed at the next offense.


This is the first foretaste of a regime of strict discipline which Mussolini intends to institute throughout Italy. Up to the present time most of the Government offices have been worked on the “double hat” system, whereby each clerk possesses two hats, one of which remains permanently hung on a nail in his office, the other being worn going to and from the office. Whenever anyone went into a Government office in search of a clerk, even two or three hours after the regular opening time, an usher would point out the hat hanging on a nail and say: “He is obviously in the office somewhere because his hat is here. You would better wait.” The authorities have winked at this practice, but Mussolini does not propose to tolerate it. He said to The New York Times correspondent today:


[image: image]


Italian dictator Benito Mussolini (center, with a sash), leading his first cabinet through Rome’s main thoroughfare, Via del Popolo, during the March of Rome, signifying the onset of fascism, November 1922.


“Italy must wake up to the fact that only hard work can save us from financial and economic ruin. I propose that the Government should begin in showing a good example, and Government clerks will be treated just like any clerk working for a private concern would be treated. If they work and do their duty they will be well treated, but if they are not ready to do what is expected of them they will be dismissed. This new regime will be hard for many of them, but they must realize that times have changed.”


Mussolini also outlined the main points of his policy. As to internal affairs, it may be summed up in three words:


“Discipline, economy, sacrifice,” Mussolini said.


“I have not reached my present position by holding forth visions of an easy paradise, as the Socialists did. All will be ruled with an iron hand. It must be a wonderful testimonial to the patriotism and common sense of Italians that the Fascisti with such a program have the backing of an overwhelming majority of the country. Of course, they will be better off in the end, but our policy will not bear fruit for some time, and in the meanwhile there is going to be suffering.”


LEGIONS ENTER IN TRIUMPH


Rome, Oct. 31—Associated Press—One hundred thousand well-disciplined Fascisti marched through Rome from north to south today to the plaudits of a million Italian citizens gathered in the capital from all parts of the kingdom.


Their commander, Mussolini, was the central figure of the procession. Like the others who walked behind, the leader wore the black shirt of the organization. He was bare-headed and in a buttonhole was the Fascisti badge, while on his sleeve were several stripes showing that he had been wounded in the war. Mussolini was surrounded by his general staff, including Signor Bianchi, de Vecchi, a number of generals and several Fascisti Deputies. He walked with a firm step the entire four miles to the disbanding point.


The day broke clear and fine, with one of Italy’s brightest suns lighting the way to Borghese Park as the Fascisti troops, abroad early, proceeded up the Pincian Hill, from Tivoli, Santa Mari-nella and other places on the outskirts of the city, where they had been camping the last three days.


BIG PARADE FORMS IN PARK


“It is a Fascismo sun,” said a sturdy young black-shirted peasant from the plains of Piedmont as he led the Piedmont contingent into Borghese Park, where 15,000 Fascisti, representing all the province of the kingdom, from Northern Venetia and Lombardy to Southern Calabria and Sicily, assembled.


With military precision they formed and automatically fell into the places assigned to them—dark-visaged youths, with set, determined faces, upon which shone the light of victory, all wearing the black shirt. The rest of their equipment varied from skull caps to soft felt hats and steel helmets—some of them were without hats—and nondescript trousers, multi-colored socks and shoes that ranged from topboots to dancing pumps. They were armed only with riding crops and bludgeons, one man from Ancona swinging a baseball bat.


Briskly they swung into line to the tunes of innumerable bands, the Roman contingent leading the way along the Pincian Hill Road to the Piazza del Popolo and to the Porta del Popolo, through the Gate of the People into the People’s Square, then marching down the Corso Umberto, Rome’s main street, lined with flags.


Every window was filled with Romans cheering, some showering flowers upon the passing blackshirts, while those in the streets saluted straight-armed from the shoulder, with hands extended toward the west.


Through the heart of the city the process continued, the youths never looking to the right or left, and acknowledging the acclamations and cheers only by singing Fascisti marching songs. Thus they reached the monument of Victor Emmanuel and the tomb of the unknown soldier.


At the tomb each contingent, with banners flying, halted before the imposing monument; then two men from each contingent, one bearing a huge palm, the other a bouquet of flowers, ascended the steps leading to the tomb and deposited them upon it until it was lost to sight beneath the mass of bloom. The firat wreath placed on the tomb was earned by a veteran Garibaldian, nearly-a hundred years old, who was assisted up the steps by two youths whose combined ages totalled less than half his own.


PARADED BEFORE THE KING


On departing from the tomb the Fascisti proceeded at double-quick up the steep Cesare Battlisti Hill to the Quirinal, where the king appeared on the balcony. He stood at salute, and as each continent arrived the flag was dipped, as before the tomb of the unknown soldier. The King received a great ovation from the assembled multitude.


The Fascisti reformed and marched directly to the station, where fifty trained men capable of transporting from 500 to 1,000 soldiers each, had been held in readiness since morning in accordance with the demobilization order that “every soldier must be on his way home before nightfall.”


A feature of the day was the absence of speeches, the Fascisti leaders having decided, as one of them put it, that they are men of action, not words. [image: image]




NOVEMBER 11, 1923


HOLD-UP MEN ESCHEW GERMAN PAPER MARKS


They Return Paper to Victims After Taking Foreign Currency—Suitcase for Car Fare.





BERLIN, Nov. 10 (Associated Press)—Holdup men in Berlin now disdain to take paper marks from their victims. Max Weisse, who was recently held up in the Tiergarten district, was robbed of the money he carried in dollars and pounds sterling, but the holdup man gave the victim back his marks with a “Thank you; we don’t bother ourselves with those any more.”


A German who entered a street car carrying a large suitcase was asked for two fares by the conductor on the ground that he must pay for the case.


“But I can’t carry enough paper money for one fare without it.” the passenger protested as he produced several bundles of paper marks in small denominations from the case.


The conductor did not insist upon the extra fare. [image: image]




NOVEMBER 13, 1923


HITLER SEIZED NEAR MUNICH


Found in Home of E. F. Hanfstaengl, Ex–New York Art Dealer





MUNICH, Nov. 12.—Adolf Hitler, leader of the recent revolt, was arrested last night at Essina, forty miles from Munich. His only injury is a grazed shoulder, said to have been suffered by throwing himself on the ground too energetically in his desire to take cover when the Nationalist forces were fired on by Reichswehr troops in Odeonsplatz on Friday.


The news was common property in Munich this morning, but Dr. von Kahr’s newspaper, the MÜnchner Zeitung, has issued a denial, stating that the Government has no official knowledge of the arrest.


General Ludendorff has issued a statement today to the effect that the oath he gave when he was released on parole only binds him to refrain from any political activity against the existing Government of Bavaria. While this particular incident is under consideration. Beyond this he still considers himself free to work for and to support the program outlined by the Nationalist fighting organization at Nuremberg on Sept. 1, when Hitler was present.


There have been practically no further demonstrations in the town, and curfew hour has been extended until 10 o’clock. Tomorrow the theatres are to reopen. [image: image]






NOVEMBER 20, 1923




BERLIN SHOPS CLOSE AS NEW RIOTS START


Two Million Trillion Paper Marks Turned Out By the Presses for Week Ended Oct. 31.


By CYRIL BROWN 
By Wireless to The New York Times.





BERLIN, Nov. 19—Food rioting and plundering have been resumed in Greater Berlin and the stores so far unplundered remain closed. If you succeed in slipping in by the back door it is only to find the shopkeepers unwilling to sell anything, particularly the butchers, who meet the world-be customer with the stereotyped answer. “We have no meat.” This shortage is largely due to the expectation that the price of meat as well as other food prices will be many hundred per cent higher in a day or two.


A prospective meat price for tomorrow of 7,000,000,000,000 marks per pound was quoted today, which at the best bootlegger rates for a dollar is nearly per pound. Bread was unbuyable either yesterday or today. It is learned that the military dictator, General von Seeckt, is considering some sort of food rationing system, the details of which are being worked out. These provide that the fashionable restaurants, semi-empty hotels, dance halls and other places known as “luxury enterprises” shall, when the necessity becomes acute, be converted into mass feeding stations and “warming rooms.” [image: image]






AUGUST 5, 1932




JAPAN THREATENS DRIVE INTO CHINA


CHINESE READY TO FIGHT


By HALLETT ABEND Wireless to The New York Times.





SHANGHAI, Friday, Aug. 5—The situation in Manchuria and North China grew more grave today as the Japanese concentrated more troops at Chinchow, whence they are in a position to strike either at Jehol Province or North China, and the renewed widespread attacks on South Manchurian cities by irregulars continued unabated.


The tension also increased greatly at Shanghai, where the Japanese naval patrol was more than doubled, the commander condemning the “terrorizing tactics” of boycott organizations.


Furthermore, expressions by both, Japanese and Chinese leaders showed determination to settle the Manchurian issue by the strongest measures. General Shigeru Honjo, the commander of the united Japanese armies in Manchuria, said that he had decided to resort to “last measures” because Gonshiro Ishimoto, the kidnapped Japanese head of an official mission in Jehol, was ill and there was little prospect of his rescue.


At the same time, the Nanking Government approved the agreements reached at the Peiping Politico-Military Conference, which were understood to call for a strong policy, and Governor Han Fu-chu of Shantung issued a statement from Tsinan expressing willingness to lead his own troops in an attempt to recover Manchuria—regardless of the prospects of success.


GEN WU URGES RESISTANCE


General Wu Pei-fu, the former North China war lord, also announced in Peiping that he favored a campaign against Manchukuo.


Military observers believe the increased activity of the Chinese irregulars between the South Manchuria Railway zone and the Gulf of Liao-tung constitutes part of a carefully pre-arranged plan for a campaign to harass the Japanese and increase the prospects for success of a drive from Jehol against Mukden and Changchun, the capital of Manchu-kuo.


In Peiping the nervousness has mounted to new heights and the directors of the museum located in the Forbidden City rented a warehouse today in the legations quarters in order to be able to safeguard the palace treasures from possible looting. They appropriated $100,000 to pay for a rush order for packing cases in which to store the jewels and art treasures valued at tens of millions of dollars and appropriated an additional $30,000 to take out war risk insurance on the irreplaceable objects of art.


DEFENSE PLAN ABANDONED


These steps were taken after the directors discarded a tentative plan for surrounding the museum with machine guns, electrically charged barbed wire and a trench system.


The Japanese commander of the patrol forces in Shanghai, in announcing his decision to increase the number of the patrol units from eight to twenty-two, assured the Japanese residents of the city of the Japanese Government’s readiness to afford them adequate protection.


“The Japanese residents are hereby notified,” he said, “that if their business is interfered with or they are terrorized by anti-Japanese groups, to report to the landing party immediately. Protection of the interests of the Japanese here is my paramount duty. Our reviving trade has been damaged and the situation is becoming worse through illegal interference with the transportation of Japanese goods and the terrorizing tactics of the so-called Bloody Group for the Extermination of Traitors.


“Really, no words are too strong against the activities of the Chinese people,” he added. [image: image]






AUGUST 8, 1932




SCHLEICHER WARNS GERMANY CAN’T WAIT FOR ARMS EQUALITY


Says Reich Will Support Every Measure Of Disarmament, but Must Have Security.


By FREDERICK T. BIRCHALL Special Cable to The New York Times





BERLIN, Aug. 7—The busiest of the Ministerial buildings that house the German Government these days is a solid structure of gray granite away from all the rest of the pleasant tree-lined streets where the Landwehr Canal cuts through the city’s heart.


It was formerly the War Department, but war is a word that has fallen into disfavor in present-day Germany. Besides, all the nations have signed the Kellogg Pact. So the building is now the Reichswehr-ministerium, the home of the German Ministry of Defense.


It used to swarm with heel-clicking, brilliantly uniformed officers smartly tailored to the last button, and on the whole it was not the most comfortable place for a civilian to visit. Nowadays, however, there is as much mufti as uniform among the occupants.


A white marble bust of the von Moltke who carried the German armies to Paris in 1870 and brought them back triumphant still stands in the entrance hall, and once daily a slim platoon of the Reichswehr, which furnishes the sentries on duty here, at the Presidential Palace and at a few other government buildings, marches in through the heavy arched gateway and passes out again.


ATMOSPHERE DIFFERENT NOW


But the atmosphere is generally quite different from the old days and just now the building’s principal distinction is that it covers the activities, military and political, of Generalleutnant Kurt von Schleicher, Minister of Defense in the von Papen Cabinet and the most talked of man in Germany.


Half of Berlin speaks of General von Schleicher with bated breath. He is the “iron man” dear to the German heart, the “man behind the Cabinet”—he is actually in it—the “real ruler of Germany,” and so on.


General von Schleicher himself speaks little, but when he does he usually has something to say, as France discovered quite recently when for the first time in his life he talked over the radio.


So his fame has grown. When the Communists become quiescent it is because they fear von Schleicher; when the Nazis milden their truculence it is because the General has given a quiet tip to Adolf Hitler that things have gone far enough.


Nobody ever credits the rather kindly von Papen with any of these things. It is von Schleicher who has temporarily taken the place in German legend that the former Kaiser and President von Hindenburg have held in turn.


I sought out General von Schleicher in his office to ask him to elaborate somewhat on the views that he recently expressed regarding Germany’s present handicap among the nations and her determination immediately to set about making her future worth while.


AN ORDINARY OFFICE


It was an ordinary office such as might have been occupied by any German business man. The only uniforms visible were those of the unteroffizier orderly at the building’s portal who took in my name and the General’s Adjutant, who listened to the interview.


The man who rose at his desk in greeting was clad in a gray business suit, and I should say that shrewdness rather than sternness was the prevailing characteristic of his rather genial face. They say that no man knows better and estimates more correctly the political currents in Germany. Probably he could bang the desk to good effect, but certainly he did not look half as truculent as our own General Dawes.


General von Schleicher, it had previously developed, had become gun-shy regarding interviewers after several rather disastrous experiences. He had therefore requested that the questions put to him be previously submitted in writing. He does not speak English, although a rather understanding twinkle in his eye seemed to indicate that he comprehended at least the drift of what was said in that language. His answers are here translated from the German.


“How does the Minister of Defense view the internal state of Germany?” was the first question.


“I can answer the question only so far as it concerns my official capacity as Reichswehr Minister” was the General’s cautious reply. “I object to the Reichswehr being thrown into the struggle of internal politics. That I reject any sort of military dictatorship I made clear in my recent radio talk.


OBEDIENCE TO PRESIDENT FIRST


“The commander in chief of the Reichswehr is the Reichspresident. The Reichswehr is a non-political instrument of force which on given occasions the President has used to enforce his orders. The Reichs president is elected by the people. He alone in the scheme of German Government can claim the authority of a clear popular majority. The Reichs-wehr’s service to the people can therefore be no better performed than by obeying the President’ s orders.


“For a few days in July it was necessary to confer executive power on the commandant of the Berlin military district. By this means the President’s will was enforced without the Reichswehr having to intervene with its arms. I am convinced it will be so also in the future.


“The Reichstag elections show no difficulties in the government of Germany nowadays. The greatest success was attained by the radical parties, not only by the National Socialists but also on the other wing by the Communists. The outside world has ground for wondering at that. More than 60,000,000,000 marks (about $14,280,000,000) of our national wealth has been taken from us. Can anyone then really expect the German people to be content with existing conditions?


“On the contrary, there is reason for wondering that the German people bear their terrible distress so calmly and with such discipline.


SEES AUTHORITY UNDERMINED


“Neither must there be astonishment abroad at the rise everywhere in Germany of party organizations that violently battle against each other. This has been made possible not only by the fact that the authority of our sovereign State was undermined by the Treaty of Versailles. A country treated for thirteen years as a pariah by the outside world, a country to whom equality is denied to this very day, simply had to forfeit the respect of its own people.


“Only when the German Government can demonstrate to its people that it possesses equal rights with any other country in the world—only then shall we again have fully stable conditions in Germany, only then shall we be able to subject the parties and their organizations unquestionably to the State “There is therefore no question of German policy more important both with respect to domestic affairs and foreign relations than that of equality of rights. The German Government is determined to solve this question in the very near future.


“This leads to the second question you have asked me to answer—concerning my attitude on foreign policy.” (General von Schleicher had been asked to voice his views on the foreign situation, especially on the course of the disarmament conference and its results thus far.) “To me, as the Minister of Defense, the question of disarmament is in the very centre of foreign policy.


EMPHASIZES RIGHTS


“Consider our position. By the treaties of 1919 we have the right to have the other signatories disarm according to the same methods that govern our own disarming. As a member of the League of Nations we have, moreover, the right to a degree of security equal to that of any other country.


“Thirteen years have passed since 1919 and our right is still unrealized. The disarmament conference sat for six months and adopted a resolution that neither achieves disarmament nor acknowledges equality of rights. What has become of all the nine principles formulated by all the governments at the beginning of the conference? They have found their graves in the debates in the technical committees.


“About President Hoover’s proposals, calculated to carry disarmament a long way forward, there was amiable talk, but none of their more important provisions was included in the final resolutions. Germany’s own self-explanatory demand for equal rights received no consideration, even though any disarmament convention can be worth something only when signed voluntarily by partners having equal rights. Germany therefore rejected the resolution.


“The German people have waited thirteen years for their due. They can wait no longer. Germany will not again send its representatives to Geneva unless the question of equal rights has been previously solved in conformity with the German position.


“On this question there are among us no party differences. No German Government could sign a disarmament convention that in all things does not accord Germany the same rights as any other country.


“If submarines, bombing planes, heavy artillery and tanks are now designated as a means of defense, by what justification can one deny Germany this protection?


“That Germany alone among the great powers is unable to provide for her national security constitutes an immoral condition that we can no longer tolerate. Either the disarmament provision of the Treaty of Versailles must be applied to all the powers or the right to rebuild her system of defense and make it equal to the needs of national security must be conceded to Germany.


“We want no armament competition. For financial reasons alone we are unusual in that respect. But just because of our distressed financial position we ought not to be spending money on the costliest and at the same time the least productive system of defense, forced on us by the Treaty of Versailles, but should spend every penny to the best advantage.


“We are dreaming neither of establishing a peace-time army of 600,000 men—such as France now maintains—or of competing with the great naval powers. We do not wish to threaten the security of our neighbors. We support every measure of disarmament. But we do demand for ourselves also security, equal rights and freedom.” [image: image]






AUGUST 16, 1932




HITLER DICTATORSHIP IN REICH HELD UNLIKELY


Woodbridge Thinks Nazi Leader Cannot Seize Power—Sees Steadying Force in People.





Professor Frederick J. E. Woodbridge, Theodore Roosevelt Professor of American History at the University of Berlin for the last year, returned on the Holland-American liner Volendam yesterday and said the probability of Adolf Hitler and the National Socialists gaining power in Germany was not strong. He said he did not think it possible for Hitler to seize power and that the Nazis would have to wait for a majority in the Reichstag.


“All coalitions are very doubtful,” Professor Woodbridge said. “The present government, which does not depend on a coalition, is in a strong position and can keep up indefinitely because vast numbers of people do not want a disturbance.


“The present government is giving a sense of authority, control and progress. Hitler has undoubtedly proved a success as a leader of his movement. About his executive ability nobody as yet knows anything.


“I left Germany with the conviction that the German people, in spite of intense party differences and sentiments, would come through their present political difficulties with a genuinely constructive program and without civil war. When one looks at the political situation from the point of view of the strife of parties and partisan propaganda, one seems to see only chaos, disorder and peril; but as one observes what actually goes on from day to day and as one talks with people of different parties, one gets a profound sense of steadying forces that are firmly holding excesses in restraint.” [image: image]






JANUARY 31, 1933




HITLER PUTS ASIDE AIM TO BE DICTATOR


Imprisoned For Munich Revolt In 1923





Adolf Hitler’s acceptance of the German Chancellorship in a coalition with conservatives and nonpartisans marks a radical departure from his former demand that he be made “the Mussolini of Germany” as a condition to his assumption of government responsibility. It represents at the same time a recession from their former position by President Hindenburg and the Conservatives, who hitherto had been set against entrusting the Chancellorship to Hitler although willing to permit him to participate in the government. The net result is not altered thereby.


For the first time in his spectacular and tempestuous career Hitler is now called upon to prove in deed what he has been promising in word to the many millions of his supporters. He takes of fice at a time when his own party is passing through a severe internal crisis, expressed in a bitter factional struggle between extremists who have insisted on extra-constitutional action and the more moderate elements who have maintained that the party could not continue in the Opposition forever and could survive only through constructive participation in the government.


This factional struggle, in which the Nazi leader had tried to placate both sides, assumed acute form last December with the resignation of the leaders of the more moderate faction, Gregor Strasser and Gottfried Feder. Strasser was Hitler’s chief executive. Feder was the party ideologist credited as being the real founder of the party.


Both resigned in protest against their chief’s refusal to participate in the government unless the powers of a dictator were given to him. This position, critics in the Nationalist Socialist party argued, was responsible for the loss of about 2,000,000 votes in the Reichstag elections last November.


[image: image]


Adolf Hitler (right) rides with German President Paul von Hindenburg after Hitler’s appointment as chancellor of Germany in January 1933.


PARTY DECLINED SINCE AUGUST


Ever since Hitler first refused the Chancellorship in a Coalition Cabinet in August, 1932, there has been a constant dribbling away from his party. The elections in Thuringia, which followed the losses suffered by the party in the last Reichstag elections, served to emphasize this point.


A powerful group of industrialists in the Federation of German Industries recently gave indications of a sharp change of attitude toward the National Socialists because of their radical trend. This group in the Federation of German Industries has been inclined in recent months to withdraw its support from the party and return to a policy of understanding with the German trade unions.


At the same time, however, a group of Nazi industrialists in the Rhineland and the Ruhr, who have been among Hitler’s chief financial backers, have urged him to drop his uncompromising attitude and join the government. According to recent dispatches from Berlin, former Chancellor von Papen was the “friendly broker” between the National Socialists and this group of industrialists.


Recent Berlin dispatches indicate also a deal between Papen and Hitler for the overthrow of General von Schleicher, who roused the displeasure of the Rhineland-Ruhr industrialists by his inclination to deal leniently with labor and to seek the support of the trade unions. In this policy, these industrialists foresaw the abandonment of the economic program laid down by Papen as Schleicher’s predecessor in the Chancellorship.


LONG WITHOUT CITIZENSHIP


Outstanding is the dramatic element of Hitler’s accession to power at the age of 43. The new Chancellor began as the son of poor parents in Austria. For a long time he was not even a German citizen, but a man without a country. His political career began in a very unpromising manner in 1921.


The Nazi leader went to Germany in 1914 at the outbreak of the war and enlisted in the German Army. By this act he sacrificed his Austrian citizenship. He had a good war record, being gassed, wounded and winning a silver war service medal.


The advent of the German Revolution with the military collapse of Germany in 1918 found him a bitter opponent of the revolutionary upheaval. He hated the republic from the day it was horn and vowed that he would never rest until he had brought about a counterrevolution against the men and the parties whom he considered responsible for the downfall of the empire.


With General Erich von Ludendorff, who was one of his early supporters but with whom he parted company in later years, he attempted a revolution in Munich, which was easily suppressed by the Bavarian Government on Nov. 8, 1923.


The uprising was to have been the signal for a general monarchist revolution. The collapse of the movement led to the sentencing of Hitler to five years in prison. He was liberated after serving a year in a Bavarian fortress.


He resumed activities on a large scale in 1928. From that time his movement, stimulated by the economic depression, progressed fast. By 1930 the National Socialist party had won 107 seats in the Reichstag. In July, 1931, this number was increased to 230.


Hitler received his first official political recognition in 1932 when Chancellor Heinrich Bruening consulted him on a proposal to extend the term of President von Hindenburg by act of Parliament to avoid the disturbance of a Presidential contest. The Nazi flatly refused. He became a candidate against von Hindenburg but was defeated by more than 6,000,000 votes.


In that election Hitler reached the peak of his strength, polling more than 13,000,000 votes. The reversal of the tide came with the Reichstag elections a few months later, when the National Socialists suffered a loss of about 2,000,000 votes. [image: image]




MARCH 2, 1933


FRENCH BLAME NAZIS FOR REICHSTAG FIRE


Papers Regard It as A Crude Excuse to Crush Opposition Before the Election.


Wireless to The New York Times.





PARIS, March 1.—With growing anxiety the French are watching events across the Rhine and Chancellor Hitler’s repressive measures, in which they see a determined intention to achieve a Fascist dictatorship.


France, judging by today’s press, even seems distinctly inclined to blame the Nazis themselves for the fire that wrecked the Reichstag Building, and sees in it simply a crude excuse on Herr Hitler’s part to crush the Opposition just before the elections.


Leon Blum, the Socialist leader, is particularly outspoken. He calls the fire “a gross, cynical camouflage that could not fool the public in any other country but Germany,”


The semi-official Temps likewise throws considerable doubt on the authenticity of the charges against the Communists concerning the fire. It points out certain weaknesses in the story, as well as the Nazi’s interest in making the most of it. The paper particularly expresses worry over the similarities that it sees between Herr Hitler’s actions now and those of Premier Mussolini of Italy in 1922, and states that the German Chancellor has the same policies, ideas and methods.


“All that can be clearly said is that the German crisis, which has been developing for months, is now degenerating into civil war and pushing a great nation more and more toward anarchy and political chaos,” the Temps concludes. “No one in history has yet been able to succeed in achieving a durable State and order by means of disorder.” [image: image]






MARCH 3, 1933




WEIZMANN ASSAILS REICH ANTI-SEMITES


Jewish Leader Tells London Friends of Palestine Of ‘Barbarism’ In Germany.


Wireless to The New York Times.





LONDON, March 2.—The plight of Jews in Germany was emphasized tonight by Dr. Chaim Weizmann, presiding at a dinner to the “friends of Palestine in the British Parliament” given by the British section of the Jewish Agency.


No unbiased observer with any respect for justice and fair play, Dr. Weizmann declared, could remain indifferent to the situation in Germany, where the “economic and political existence of all Jews is imperiled by the policy which had inscribed anti-Semitism in its most primitive form as an essential part of its program.”


It has been only a few days, he added, since Captain Hermann Wilhelm Goering, Minister without portfolio, accused the Jews of “organizing the cultural disruption of Germany” and it was a severe shock to civilized people to discover that it was possible for a great people like the Germans to relapse into barbarism in its attitude toward a small, law-abiding minority of its citizens.


“To our people in Germany, whose position, by all accounts, is becoming daily more intolerable,” declared Dr. Weizmann, “we can only counsel courage and endurance. I feel our sympathy is shared by all friends of progress, worldwide. In the hour of their trial it is well that our fellow-Jews in Germany should know they do not stand alone but that the full weight of enlightened opinion in all civilized countries, especially in England, is behind them in their struggle against the forces of reaction.”


There were 500 guests at the dinner, including 100 members of Parliament. [image: image]






MARCH 6, 1933




HITLER’S VICTORY SHOCK TO FRENCH


They Hoped for Repudiation of Dictatorship by Germans In Yesterday’s Elections.


Wireless to The New York Times.





PARIS, March 5—Frenchmen eagerly snatched the special editions of the Paris dailies from the hands of shouting news vendors late tonight, then in most cases threw down the papers with expressions of disgust. It was obvious they expected or at least hoped for a popular electoral reaction against the Hitler dictatorship in Germany.


A few hundred Communists began a march down the grand boulevards, singing the “Internationale.” When they reached the offices of Le Matin police reinforcements were waiting for them and broke up the demonstration. The crowd reading newspaper bulletins was left unmolested. Reflecting the attitude of many Frenchmen, Leon Blum, the Socialist leader, declared in a speech tonight:


“The Fascist activities of the Hitlerites hold for France no immediate danger of war. These activities will logically be directed toward the rearmament of Germany, which will constitute for her a symbol of revival and liberation. The danger then will lie with the counter-measures of the neighboring States, which are capable of dragging all of us into an armament race, and we know where that will lead.


“We must forbid the rearmament of Germany and push to a successful conclusion the work of the Disarmament Conference. But I fear first war, then ensuing misery, will be required to reforge the unity of the workers.” [image: image]






MARCH 28, 1933




JAPAN QUITS LEAGUE TO ‘INSURE PEACE’


Emperor and Premier Promise Continued Cooperation in International Affairs.


By HUGH BYAS Wireless to The New York Times.





TOKYO, March 27—Count Ya-suya Uchida, the Foreign Minister, notified the League of Nations today of Japan’s decision to withdraw because of “irreconcilable” differences with the League over Manchuria.


But in announcing the decision to the nation the government, through the lips of Emperor Hirohito and the Premier, Admiral Viscount Ma-koto Saito, repudiated the “Back to Asia” policy and solemnly assured the people that Japan did not seek to isolate herself in the Far East and would continue to cultivate the friendship of Western powers and to cooperate with them.


The note addressed to the League tersely repeated the contention so often heard at Geneva that, as China was not an organized State, the instruments governing the relations between ordinary countries must be modified in application to her.


The report adopted by the Assembly on Feb. 24, it is declared, besides misapprehending Japan’s aims, contained gross errors of fact and the false deduction that the Japanese seizure of Mukden in September, 1931, was not defensive. Failure to take into account the tension which preceded and the aggravations which followed the seizure was alleged.


While this was being cabled to Geneva an imperial rescript was promulgated informing the nation that Japan’s attitude toward enterprises intended to promote international peace had not changed. The official translation continues:


By quitting the League and embarking on a course of its own, our empire does not mean that it will stand aloof in the Far East nor isolate itself from the fraternity of nations.”


The same note is struck in Premier Saito’s message to the nation. As it is Japan’s traditional policy, he says, to contribute to the promotion of international peace, the government will continue to cooperate in international enterprises designed to further the welfare of mankind.


“Nor does this country propose to shut itself up in the Far East, but will endeavor to strengthen the ties of friendship with other powers,” he adds.


This double repudiation of the “Back to Asia” doctrine probably is correctly interpreted as a result, of views expressed by the Privy Council. Many of the wisest statesmen regret the course which has left Japan alone. Believing, however, in the essential justice of her cause they could but acquiesce in secession.


Lieut. Gen. Sadao Arakl, the War Minister, issued a statement declaring the nation had been reborn in moral principles. The empire’s positive policy had been definitely established, giving an opportunity for national expansion. [image: image]






MARCH 30, 1933




EINSTEIN TO ALTER STATUS


Scientist Takes Steps to Renounce His Prussian Citizenship.





BERLIN, March 29 (AP)—Professor Albert Einstein has taken steps to renounce his Prussian citizenship.


Professor Einstein, who is a Jew, became a citizen in 1914 when he accepted a position with the Prussian Academy of Sciences. Upon landing at Brussels after his recent trip to the United States, he wrote to the German Consulate there for information about the steps necessary to end his citizenship. He pointed out that he formerly was Swiss.


Professsor Einstein was born in Ulm, Germany, but subsequently his family moved to Switzerland and he became a Swiss citizen.


Before sailing recently for Europe the professor said:


“I do not intend to put my foot on German soil again as long as conditions in Germany are as they are.” [image: image]






OCTOBER 2, 1935




BERLIN WORKS OUT ANTI-JEWISH RULES


Wireless to The New York Times.





BERLIN, Oct. 1—The regulations governing the enforcement of the so-called Nuremberg laws adopted by the National Socialist Reichstag Sept. 15 are still being worked out at the Ministry of the Interior, and no date has been set for their promulgation.


Fundamentally these laws are in force, however, and an official communiqué today sought to correct the prevalent impression that all mixed marriages, that is, marriages between “Aryans” and Jews would be decreed void. The new statute, it was stated, outlaws only such unions as have been consummated since last Sept. 17.


Meanwhile Jewry is anxiously awaiting the final implications of the laws, which were announced only in skeleton form in Nuremberg, and it is especially with reference to their effect on Jewish economic life that definitive clarification is awaited.


The draft decree adopted by the Reichstag confined itself to the purely racial and political aspects of the situation and omitted all reference to the limits that would be allowed Jews for business and economic activities.


MODEST HOPE AROUSED


Subsequent warnings from authoritative quarters against individual anti-Jewish boycott activities have stimulated a modest measure of hope in Jewish circles of a possible moderation of the hitherto silently condoned policy of economic persecution, which is being waged with almost unrelenting fury against the Jews in rural sections although it has not yet invaded the big cities in virulent form.


Meanwhile the Jews throughout Germany are passing through a transitional period that cannot fail to fill them with the deepest apprehension, and until their economic fate has been decreed in finality they will be compelled to defer all consideration of plans calculated to meet any fresh emergency.


The Ministry of the Interior today reminded all Germans of the flag law adopted in Nuremberg, which makes the swastika banner the sole authorized flag of the Reich. Not only will it now be flown exclusively from official flagstaffs but citizens are admonished to discard their old black-white-red colors and the various flags of the now obsolete States and provinces.


If a nationalist diehard in a fit of nostalgia cannot resist showing the old imperial flag his lapse will be condoned, but the Ministry expresses the hope that the populace will make its choice of flags unanimous.


JEWS WARNED ON BANNERS


As the new flag law forbids Jews to exhibit the Nazi banner, the Ministry reminds them that they are not allowed by law to compromise by displaying the black-white-red emblem on official occasions but are restricted in their choice to the Zionist colors.


Discussing the national implications of the Nuremberg laws in the German Jurists’ Gazette, Professor Carl Schmitt, well-known juridical authority, asserts that these statutes after a lapse of centuries again constitute a “German constitutional freedom.”


“For the first time our conception of constitutional principles is again German and today the German people once more are a German nation with respect to their Constitution, and statutory law,” says Professor Schmitt.


German blood and German honor, he adds, have become the basic principles of German law, while the State has become an expression of racial strength and unity. “Another momentous constitutional decision was proclaimed at Nuremberg when the Fuehrer announced that if the present solution of the Jewish problem fails to achieve its purpose re-examination of the situation will come up for consideration and the solution of the Jewish problem will then be left to the party’s judgment,” he continues. “That statement must be accepted as a grave warning, for it makes the party not alone the guarantee of our racial sanctuary but also the defender of our Constitution.” [image: image]






OCTOBER 13, 1935




ROOSEVELT SITS TIGHT ON NEUTRALITY TERMS


By TURNER CATLEDGE.





WASHINGTON, Oct. 12—Events revolving around the Italo-Ethiopian unpleasantness, as they occurred during the last week on this side of the water, left a clear indication with official Washington of the possible difficulties ahead in our attempt to wear the tailor-made mantle of neutrality which a tired Congress cut out, altered slightly and pieced together in the closing hours of the last session.


One week ago tonight, Oct. 5, acting upon a direct mandate of Congress, President Roosevelt issued an embargo against American exportation of weapons and ammunition to both Italy and Ethiopia. He was following the very letter of Section 1 of Senate Joint Resolution 173. At the same time, in connection with the same proclamation, he put the American business public on notice that any trade with the belligerent nations would be at the risk of the traders. In this he went beyond the Congressional mandate, but was still within the clear intent of the authors of the resolution.


The next day, Sunday, Oct. 6, the President, by proclamation wirelessed from the cruiser Houston in the Pacific, issued a warning to all United States citizens against traveling on Italian or Ethiopian ships except at their own risk. Here he was using the discretionary authority granted by Section 6 of the resolution.


PROTEST OF TRADERS


The following day, Monday, the first business day after our new and fixed neutrality policy became effective, a protest was raised by the Conference on Port Development of the City of New York. In a cable sent directly to the President at Cocos Island the conference branded his action as “ill-advised” and a “serious blow” to the commerce of the port of New York.


On Tuesday the members of the Export Managers Club of New York rose over their coffee cups at a luncheon at the Pennsylvania Hotel to declare their intention of trading with belligerent Italy and possibly with besieged Ethiopia, regardless of the President’s proclamation.


The next day Secretary of Commerce Roper, noted for his readiness to reassure business and industry in their dealings with the unpredictable administration in Washington, sought to assure American exporters that the government had no real objections to their trading with the warring countries. In effect, he told the exporters that the President had his fingers crossed when he issued the warnings as to trade and travel except as to trade in arms, for, as a practical matter, there could be no physical risks in trading with Italy, the only one of the two with any commercial attractiveness.


REJOINDER BY HULL


On Thursday Secretary of State Hull took occasion to re-emphasize the warnings to American traders against engaging in transactions of any character with either Italy or Ethiopia. He pointed to the greater purposes of the administration.


“I repeat that our objective is to keep this country out of war,” he said.


His statement and the deliberation with which he issued it were interpreted as a practical rebuke to Secretary Roper, as well as a redeclaration to the American people that the administration intends to follow the spirit as well as the letter of the neutrality resolution—at least for the present.


While these developments show the troubles which responsible officials already have encountered in following a non-discretionary method in keeping this country out of international involvements, they were much more significant from the standpoint of what they indicated for the future.


For the present, then, it can be safely predicted that the President will follow the course laid down or indicated by the neutrality resolution, regardless of the protests of exporters or shipping interests.


The phrase “for the present” is used advisedly. The test of this fixed method of keeping us out of war has not come. So long as the present conflict is confined to Italy and Ethiopia it may never come.


To date neither Mr. Roosevelt nor anyone else has had any definite indication that the neutrality resolution was not a generally popular act. It represented the sincere desire of the American people to stay out of the next war and the methods it prescribed were popular, so far as they were understood.


CHANGE POSSIBLE


Officials in Washington wonder, however, if that popular mind might not be changed under stress as it was changed in 1916–17. They wonder what would happen, for instance, if other and more powerful nations should become involved and soon thereafter some of our commerce should be stopped on the high seas or some of our nationals should be killed.


These officials answer their own questions with the frank intimation that the United States is following a day-to-day policy under the neutrality resolution, but with every apprehension that this will not suffice in a real test. They pray that the test may not come before Congress reconvenes, when, with a more enlightened public sentiment to support its action, it might give the Executive a better device for keeping us out of war.


BACKED BY LAW


So long as he follows his present course and throws himself completely on the law, the President can make short answer to those who would enlist this country in international action.


Importunings are heard on every hand for America’s assistance in stifling the present outbreak. Former Secretary of State Stimson joined in the chorus during the week. In a letter to the editor of The New York Times, published on Friday, Mr. Stimson pointed out that the President, by affirming that war existed between Italy and Ethiopia, had inferentially called attention to the fact that these nations had broken the Kellogg-Briand pact.


That agreement, Mr. Stimson insisted, was a promise by Italy and Ethiopia to the United States and other signatories that they would not resort to war for the solution of international controversies. The League, he said, had fixed the blame, and so it was within the province of the United States to act.


Mr. Stimson insisted that “all the elements for moral leadership in this crisis lie in the hands of the President.” But the President has been bound, or for self-protection has bound himself, with a law—Senate Joint Resolution 173. [image: image]
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt in the Oval Office, 1935.






OCTOBER 13, 1935




ITALIANS DEFIANT OF WORLD CENSURE


WHOLE NATION IS UNIFIED


By ANNE O’HARE McCORMICK Wireless to The New York Times.





ROME, Oct. 12—For the capital of a country at war against Ethiopia and against the world, Rome is strangely apathetic. Premier Benito Mussolini’s new Italy is very old, after all, and it never seemed older than in these high-tension hours.


Behind the Fascist front is an older nation, careworn and warworn and with a long perspective. This Italy watches current events with a blasé somberness. The Romans, especially, have the attitude of stoical spectators at a drama of fate. Eager New York crowds may gather in Times Square to read bulletins from the war zone, but no such crowds gather in Rome. An Englishman arriving several days ago was amazed to find the atmosphere here less tense than in London. Outsiders cannot imagine how completely Italy is shut in with her own thoughts. She is shut in with history, too. World opinion is filtered and colored before reaching the people. What does strike home is that they have seen so many things pass that all, from Mussolini to the oldest cabman, believe that the cloud of opprobrium will dissolve quickly, just as world sentiment softened toward Japan, Germany and other lawbreakers.


FOREIGN REACTION DISTORTED


How much does Italy care for the moral and material reprobation of other nations? Judging by outward signs, not much. How much do the people know? The masses, reading only the Italian press, have little idea of the extent of the condemnation over the invasion of Ethiopia. External reactions are employed here as an instrument of internal policy. Thus the most virulent anti-Fascist attacks from abroad are headlined or suppressed as national feeling needs to be stirred up or toned down, while what opinion there is supporting the Italian stand is, of course, always featured. Quotations published in the past few days—from J. L. Garvin of The Observer, London; Frank Simonds, In the Nation, New York, and selected excerpts from editorials and letters in the French, British, American and German press—might easily convince the reader that the great body of foreign sentiment recognizes the justice of the Italian case.


Educated Italians know what the world thinks. Virtually all read French and Swiss newspapers circulating in every city by the thousands. Mussolini knows; a member of his clipping bureau reports Il Duce insists these days on seeing only the unfavorable criticism, particularly from the English-language press. He cares enormously about foreign opinion. That his delegate submitted to the humiliation of sitting at Geneva to be condemned proves how much Mussolini desires to remain in the League, not only to fulfill the pledge made to France a month ago, but also to maintain his influence in Europe. Italy wants to be quartered but not quarantined in Africa.


LEAGUE VOTE DEPRESSING


The implication of events does not escape even the cabman. The League vote, though expected, had a depressing effect. So had President Roosevelt’s action anticipating Geneva in declaring a state of war and imposing the first official penalties. The League phalanx, however unreliable it may be in action, casts a rather black shadow over this peninsula. The American move was officially played down here as a measure assuring neutrality, but the people instinctively recognize in the President’s swift asperity a judgment on Italy and a reinforcement of the British determination to make sanctions work.


The Italians know more than to care about world indignation, but the weight of the censure presses, and to one on the move they are an abnormally sensitive people. The mobilization against them, instead of dividing the nation and wrecking the regime responsible, has solidified Fascists and non-Fascists into 100 per cent Italians. Former Premier Vittorio Orlando, Italian member of the “big four” at the peace conference, is one of the many politicians of democratic Italy issuing from retirement their offers of services in a time of national emergency to the man who destroyed them.


SENSE OF GUILT ABSENT


To understand this it must be remembered that few among the vocal masses feel any sense of guilt at the aggression in Ethiopia. Questioning hundreds of persons in recent weeks the writer met only three—a young intellectual, an old liberal and a woman artist—suffering moral scruples over the breaking of pledges and the war.


Many quite honestly sympathize with “those poor Ethiopians,” bombed and invaded, but only because they had been left so long to fall ill and starve under brutal masters!


The Italians feel misgivings, fear and deep pessimism as to the future, but they are not conscience-stricken. In their own eyes it is they who suffer an injustice. Admitting freely they fight for “vital national interests” because they are convinced war is the only way out, they refuse to believe any other nation blocks their way for reasons more moral than opposing interests. In this Mediterranean of misunderstandings, British battleships frighten Italy, and Italian submarines exasperate the British by popping up to salute, it is said, in the most unexpected places. Neither side can see the other’s point. It is difficult, because the outlooks inside and outside Italy are as different as views through a window pane and a mirror.


NO CHEERS FOR TROOPS


The night after the news of Adowa troops in action were shown marching across a movie screen the audience neither applauded nor cheered. As it watched in silence the mind of one spectator traveled back to a Berlin theatre after conscription was proclaimed last March. The German audience went into a delirium at the sight of goose-stepping Reichswehr units. But the Italian mood is unlike the German. Between the Italians’ organized mass meetings, with their flares of joy or anger, the everyday pitch is one of grim resignation. It is a new note, more formidable than the old. Too many are veterans who think this country lost the lasts war and are resolved to “finish the job.” Too many are peasants, like the Tuscan farmer with two sons at the front.


“I want the other two to go,” he said. “Rotting at home is worse than war.”


This Italy does not care whether she pleases the world or not. Like all rebels against the established order, she has little to lose and is fatalistically prepared to lose it. Sanctions are dangerous because they will not stop the smoldering resentment of the penalized. The sunny Italy of yesterday is of darker mien today. It would be a fatal mistake to interpret this explosion as merely Fascist, as the imperial lust of Mussolini. In reality, it is the newest phase of world revolution—a poor nation organized to bait the rich. It can be interrupted, but with or without Il Duce it will go on. [image: image]






JULY 15, 1936




BRITAIN WILL GIVE GAS MASKS TO ALL


Mass Production Of New Type Of Respirator Is Ordered to Be Ready For Emergency.


Wireless to The New York Times.





LONDON, July 14—The goal of a perfect gas mask for every man, woman and child in Britain came nearer realization today. An official announcement spread the tidings that after long experiments government scientists had evolved a respirator that would give all necessary protection during a gas attack. Production will begin immediately on a huge scale, less than two decades after the war that was to end war forever.


As the first step toward providing millions of masks free of charge, the Home Office today submitted a supplementary estimate of £887,000 in the House of Commons. Previous estimates for the army, navy and air force had reached the colossal total of £188,000,000 and there is every prospect that Britain’s defense expenditure will reach £200,000,000 during the present budget year.


The government does not intend to issue the new masks to the public, it was explained today, “unless this becomes necessary,” but every effort will be made to have them ready for any emergency. The masks will be stored in convenient centers throughout the country. Arrangements will be made for citizens to try them on. Authorities today expressed hope that the public would “take advantage of the opportunity.”


Today’s gas mask estimate included provision of £25,000 for purchasing and equipping two factories near Manchester, £7,000 for additional staff in the Air Raid Precautions Department of the Home Office, and £5.000 for a civilian anti-gas school at Falfield, Gloucestershire.


In addition, the Commons will be asked to appropriate £100,000 extra for the secret service, bringing the total for the year to £350,000, while the biggest item of all is an additional £2,930,000 needed for a cattle subsidy to British farmers.


Coincident with news of the anti-gas precautions there were more signs today of the deadly seriousness with which Britain is rearming. Alfred Duff Cooper, the Secretary for War. told the Commons that he had decided to appoint Vice Admiral Sir Harold Brown, the engineer-in-chief of the fleet, as Director General of Munitions Production, with a seat on the Army Council. The new official will be responsible to Mr. Cooper for coordinating and speeding the production of munitions.


The appointment is regarded as another step toward a Ministry of Munitions, which Winston Churchill and others with war-time experience have been demanding for a year or more. [image: image]
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Cyclists of the London police unit wearing gas masks and protective suits during an exercise, 1936.






JULY 19, 1936




LEFTIST CABINET QUITS


SEVILLE REVOLT CRUSHED


But All Spanish Morocco Is Held by Revolutionary Force Numbering 20,000.


By The Associated Press





MADRID, July 19—The Leftist Cabinet of Premier Santiago Casares Quiroga, harassed by a military revolt in Spanish Morocco and the Canary Islands and outbreaks in Spain itself, resigned early today. It took office last May 13.


By WILLIAM P. CARNEY Wireless to The New York Times.


MADRID, July 18 (Passed by the Censor)—The Spanish Government announces that an extensive plot against the republic has broken out. It is now learned from the government that rebels seized the radio station in Ceuta, Spanish Morocco, and broadcast an announcement purporting to have been issued by the Seville radio station stating that all government buildings in Madrid had been seized.


The government also announces that the Morocco operations were connected with a similar plot in Spain.


The plot was quickly suppressed, according to the government by promptly arresting many army officers, including General Barrera, who entered the Guadalajara military prison this morning.


MOROCCAN TOWNS BOMBED


The government further states that the military aviation remained loyal to it and that bombing planes sent from Spain bombarded Ceuta and Melilla, also in Spanish Morocco.


[A rebel force of 20,000 held complete control over Spanish Morocco last night, refugees reaching Tangier said, according to an Associated Press dispatch.]


It was learned from official sources that General Queipo de Llano had illegally declared martial law in Seville and had attempted to start a rebellion, which was quickly smothered by loyal troops there.


[From French border points came reports of fighting in various Spanish cities, including Cadiz, Burgos and Barcelona, according to The Associated Press, and at Hendaye it was rumored that all the garrisons in Andalusia had risen.]


A telegram from the Civil Governor at Las Palmas, the Canary Islands, said that he and the commanding officer of the Civil Guards there were barricaded in the Governor’s palace, which was surrounded and besieged by rebel troops. The Socialist workers’ union at Las Palmas has declared a general strike to show its sympathy with the government.


SITUATION IN MADRID NORMAL


Madrid presented a perfectly normal aspect today. It was officially denied that the rebels’ plan was gradually to close in on the capital and strike here last. The government said in an official statement broadcast repeatedly today from the Ministry of the Interior, “Public order has not been disturbed in Madrid or anywhere in the provinces.”


The government categorically repudiated rumors that troops had crossed the straits from Morocco and landed at Algeciras or that General Francisco Franco, military Governor of the Canary Islands, had joined the rebellion.


[Reports from North Africa said General Franco was heading the revolt in Morocco.]


Rumors of a military uprising in the Balearic Islands were also officially refuted.


It was officially announced that a “foreign airplane,” intended to bring the revolt’s leader to Madrid from Morocco had been seized.


A joint note issued by the Socialist and Communist labor organizations was broadcast by a union radio station in Madrid tonight. It said that the Marxist trade unions would declare general strikes wherever martial law has been declared by military governors without the government’s authorization.


All the higher army officers in Madrid called on the War Minister last night to assure him of their loyalty and readiness to fight for the defense of the republic.


A statement broadcast by the government early this morning said:


“Enemies of the State are still indulging in spreading false news, but the loyalty of all the forces in Spain to the government is general. Only in Morocco are there still parts of our army that are showing a hostile attitude toward the republic.


“The Ceuta radio station is trying to create alarm by broadcasting the announcement that some ships have been seized by rebel troops and are heading for the peninsula. The news is completely false.


“At the present moment our fleet is making for Spanish Morocco ports and is encountering no opposition in its efforts to restore peace. Peace and order will be completely restored very shortly.


“The government wishes to make known once more that the rumor in connection with the proposed declaration of martial law in Spain is absolutely baseless. There is no power in Spain other than the civil one and all other institutions in Spain are subordinate to the civil power, which is the one power in command.”


The Socialist party’s official newspaper, El Socialista, with bold headlines today urged the workers to “close up the guard with the necessary rigor for the decisive occasion.”


“The regime now faces the difficult test with which it has been threatened for some time,” it added. “But the regime has at its disposal reinforcements as reliable as they are considerable. These reinforcements have been offered unconditionally to the government by Leftist parties and organizations.


“As they mount guard, the workers still have not forgotten the repression they suffered in Asturias [chief scene of the 1934 revolt]. The workers know well what they could expect if the regime’s adversaries triumphed and succeeded in establishing a Fascist corporative State.” [image: image]






MAY 2, 1937




NEUTRALITY QUEST IN A THIRD PHASE


By HAROLD B. HINTON





WASHINGTON, May 1—The latest step the country has taken in its quest for peace, via the so-called neutrality route, is plainly derived from the experiences of the United States in the World War. The new legislation, dramatically enacted to replace the law expiring at midnight tonight, is designed to avoid such pitfalls as the nation faced from 1914 to 1917.


To realize how the whole neutrality movement has grown from the experiences of President Wilson and his advisers, one has only to recall the principal difficulties the United States suffered in those days.


American merchantmen were detained by British and French warships, taken into port and searched for contraband. Under the new neutrality law, the American Government would guarantee that no American ships would carry contraband.


Other American merchant vessels were sunk by German submarines for the reason, as the Germans argued the case, that they might be armed and a submarine could not risk coming to the surface to visit and search them. Under the new law, American merchantmen will be forbidden to carry armament.


PASSENGERS AFFECTED


American citizens lost their lives on the Lusitania, the Sussex and other passenger vessels of the warring countries. If another war should come American citizens would be breaking the laws of their own country by traveling on such vessels.


American goods carried as cargoes to belligerents were captured by other belligerents, and American merchants demanded that their country protest what they considered illegal seizures. The “cash and carry” policy of the new law requires that no American hold any right, title or interest in any cargo destined for any belligerent.


In the World War, the belligerents, principally the Allies, borrowed large sums in this country to purchase munitions here, thereby working up, in the opinion of some neutrality champions, a vested interest on the part of some manufacturers and bankers in the success of the allied arms. The new law forbids any export of arms, ammunition or implements of war to any belligerent, as well as all loans.


To understand the criticism which such international lawyers as John Bassett Moore, Edwin M. Borchard and others direct at the whole program, it must be realized that, under international law, none of these steps is needed to preserve the official neutrality of the United States. They are intended solely to keep this country from involvement through a repetition of the inflammatory incidents of World War days.


A nation, to be neutral, has only to avoid helping either side in a conflict by its governmental agencies. It need not forbid its citizens to perform such acts as running blockade, trading in contraband, or other unneutral adventures. Obviously, those citizens would perform such acts at their own risk.


But the United States has gone beyond this conception. In the three neutrality acts Congress has thus far adopted, there has been a steady progression toward isolation in time of foreign war. [image: image]






MARCH 12, 1938




The Austrian Situation





Following an ultimatum from Berlin, the Schuschnigg government in Austria retired yesterday evening and was succeeded by one headed by the Nazi leader, Arthur Seyss-Inquart, as Chancellor. He immediately asked Germany to send troops to help in preserving order. Some 50,000 highly armed and mechanized forces marched to the border. Both Munich and Vienna report some crossed into Austria. Berlin denies this. Nazi mobs took possession of Vienna and raided the Jewish quarter. The swastika was flown over public buildings, and Fatherland Front forces were disarmed. There were similar demonstrations in other cities.


Europe was aghast at the coup of Hitler. His action struck Italy with the force of an exploding bomb. The impression was that Italy would not retort with force, but it was believed the Rome-Berlin axis had been shaken and that Hitler’s visit to Rome might be canceled. No advance notice of Germany’s intention is believed to have been given to Mussolini.


Britain delivered a sharp protest to Berlin, saying Germany’s action was bound to produce “the gravest reactions, of which it is impossible to foretell the issue.” Other warnings were delivered earlier, but Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop retorted that Germany saw no reason to confer with Britain until her purposes had been achieved elsewhere.


In Paris it was understood Italy had been asked if she would join in a united effort to save Austria, but had refused. France, however, took action similar to that of Britain in protesting the Reich’s action. The parties tried to get together to form a new Cabinet to deal with the situation, but they were still too deeply divided to make that accomplishment possible. It was believed Léon Blum would not be able to gain sufficient support to head a government.


Premier Negrin of Spain announced that Italy and Germany had made unofficial proposals for some agreement with the Loyalists, but they were determined not to enter on negotiations. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 26, 1938




The Hitler Memorandum


By The Associated Press.





LONDON, Sept. 25—The text of the “final” memorandum of Chancellor Adolf Hitler of Germany given to Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain of Britain Friday for presentation to Czechoslovakia, as disclosed by authoritative sources in London, follows:


Reports increasing in number from hour to hour regarding incidents in the Sudetenland show that the situation has become completely intolerable for the Sudeten German people and, in consequence dangerous to the peace of Europe.


It is, therefore, essential that the separation of the Sudetenland, agreed to by Czechoslovakia, should be effected without any further delay.


On the attached map the Sudeten German area which is to be ceded is shaded in red. Areas in which a plebiscite also is to be held, over and above the areas to be occupied, are drawn in and shaded in green.


Final delimitation of the frontier must correspond to the wishes of those concerned. In order to determine these wishes a certain period is necessary for the preparation of a plebiscite during which disturbances must in all circumstances be prevented.


A situation of parity must be created. The area designated on the attached map as German is to be occupied by German troops without taking into account whether in a plebiscite it may prove to be in this or that part of an area with a Czech majority.


On the other hand, Czech territory is to be occupied by Czech troops without taking into account whether in this area there lie large German language islands in which in a plebiscite a majority will, without doubt give expression to its German national feeling.


With a view to bringing about an immediate and final solution of the Sudeten German problem the following proposals are submitted by the German Government:


I


Withdrawal of the whole Czech armed forces, police, gendarmerie, customs officials and frontier guards from the area to be evacuated as designated on the attached map, this area to be handed over to Germany on Oct. 1.


II


Evacuated territory is to be handed over in its present condition (see further details in Appendix). The German Government agrees that plenipotentiary representatives of the Czech Government and of the Czech Army should be attached to headquarters of the Germany military forces to deal with details of modalities (methods of making effective) of the evacuation.


The Czech Government to discharge at once all Sudeten Germans serving in the military forces or police anywhere in Czech State territory and permit them to return home.


The Czech Government to liberate all political prisoners of the German race.


III


The German Government agrees to permit a plebiscite to take place in those areas—to be more definitely defined—before Nov. 25 at the latest.


[image: image]


WHAT CHANCELLOR HITLER DEMANDS FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIAThis map was drawn from one obtained by The Associated Press from Czech sources and wirelessed from London last night. It purports to be a copy of the one given by Herr Hitler to Prime Minister Chamberlain representing his final demands. The heavily shaded area shows the territory whose surrender is demanded outright, with all property in it, by Oct. 1. The light shading shows the territory in which he demands a plebiscite by Nov. 25.


The plebiscite itself will be carried out under control of an international commission. All persons who resided in the areas in question on Oct. 28, 1918, or who were born in those parts prior to this date will be eligible to vote.


A simple majority of all eligible male and female voters will determine the desire of the population to belong either to the German Reich or the Czech. State.


During the plebiscite both parties will withdraw their military forces out of the area to be defined more precisely. The date and duration will be settled mutually by the German and Czech Governments.


IV


The German Government proposes that an authoritative German-Czech commission should be set up to settle all further details.


APPENDIX


The evacuated Sudeten German area is to be handed over without destroying or rendering unusable in any way the military, economic or traffic establishment (plants). These include ground organization of air service and all wireless stations.


All economic and traffic materials especially rolling stock of the railway system in the designated areas are to be handed over undamaged. The same applies to all utility services (gas works, power stations, etc.).


Finally, no foodstuffs, goods, cattle, raw materials, etc., are to be moved. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 26, 1938




KELLOGG PACT CITED


President Asks Solution by Mediation—Notes the Horrors Of War


SEES NO NEED FOR FORCE


Convinced People of Europe Want Peace, He Asserts in a Dramatic Plea to Rulers





President Roosevelt made a personal appeal early today to Chancellor Hitler and President Benes to settle the German-Czech controversy by negotiation. He pointed to their countries’ obligations under the Kellogg-Briand pact.


Britain and France were expected to send a joint appeal to Herr Hitler today, warning him that insistence on his demands to Prague would almost certainly mean a European war unless they were modified. Chiefs of the British and French Governments met last night and are to meet again this morning.


The text of the German demands, showing claims for Czechoslovak territory and property, was made public.


The French Cabinet unanimously approved Premier Daladier’s proposal to warn Herr Hitler that he must guarantee to respect Czechoslovakia after the cession of the Sudetenland or risk war.


Prague received the German demands and it was indicated no government could accept them. Reports in other capitals said they had been declared unacceptable. An official broadcast said the mobilization was not provocative but had been ordered after Britain and France had indicated they could not approve Herr Hitler’s terms.


Herr Hitler became incensed over the Czech broadcast and decided to address the nation tonight as part of a “historic manifestation” on the subject of Czechoslovakia. An uncompromising stand was forecast.


Warsaw received a note from Prague indicating the Teschen district would be added to Poland if Germany got the Sudeten district. Geneva heard the cession of territory to Hungary also was contemplated. [image: image]






SEPTEMBER 27, 1938




DOUBTS FELT IN LONDON


Roosevelt’s Appeal Is Praised But Does Not Raise Hopes


Special Cable to The New York Times.





LONDON, Monday, Sept. 26.—The effectiveness of President Roosevelt’s appeal was strongly doubted here this morning although its motives were appreciated wherever the news was read.


The British Government and people would be thankful if the President’s intervention averted war, which all are dreading. But there is little belief here that Chancellor Adolf Hitler will pay much attention to a democratic President who has so often denounced his methods but who now appeals to his reasonableness in an emergency.


Moreover, the British can see little more logic in President Roosevelt’s message to Herr Hitler and President Eduard Benes than in the United States Neutrality Act which makes no distinction between aggressor and victim.


One comment this morning was that it would have been just as sensible to have appealed to King Albert of Belgium to avert the War of 1914 as to ask President Benes to do so now. What Britain would like, of course, is a declaration by President Roosevelt expressing moral support for Britain, France and the Czechs in the present crisis. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 30, 1938




People Stand Outside Hotel for Hours to Get Glimpse of Him And Cheer Him


By The Associated Press





MUNICH, Germany, Sept. 29—Men and women of Munich stood cheerfully for hours today for a glimpse of the 69-year-old man who started this business of man-to-man talks for peace.


That man was Britain’s Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, a strange figure in black amid the patriotic panorama of this cradle of Nazism.


Every second man who stood and waited and cheered wore a swastika lapel button. Every second woman was of the handsome, well-turned-out sort of which Munich is proud.


They packed lawns in front of the old-fashioned Regina Palace Hotel, headquarters of the British delegation to the four-power conference. The crowd was packed eight and ten feet deep around a square formed by brown-shirted Storm Troopers before the hotel entrance.


Inside additional dozens were camped on the hotel’s twin stairways and in every conceivable spot in the tiny red, white and gold lobby.


LITTLE TO SEE MOST OF THE TIME


Most of the time there wasn’t anything to see.


Every half-hour two steel-helmeted, black-coated honor guards with bayonets on shoulders snapped through the manual of arms on a hasty signal. Every now and then new black-shirted guards stamped to posts in front of the hotel’s baroque marble pillars and the preceding guard goose-stepped away.


There were exciting intervals when Brownshirts filed in and out and the crowd held its breath in anticipation.


There were real cheers, like the kind one hears in an American football stadium, when the slim, black-coated Chamberlain, with a smile and a careful walk, came out. There were Hitler salutes, it is true, but many of the throng kept their hands at their sides and there was lots of noise of the kind one might hear anywhere where people are glad.


After Mr. Chamberlain had driven away in the sticky Munich afternoon for the conference of the statesmen beneath the gorgeous pagan panels of the Fuehrerhaus, the palace Herr Hitler built to glorify the birth here of the Nazi movement, the same people stood into the night, joking and waiting.


[image: image]


British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain (front row, second from right) walks past a Nazi honor guard at his reception upon arriving at Oberwiesenfeld airport in Munich on the way to a meeting with Adolf Hitler over the latter’s threats to invade Czechoslovakia, September 28, 1938.


They were still waiting when the British Prime Minister came downstairs again for the third meeting with Chancellor Adolf Hitler, Premier Benito Mussolini of Italy and Premier Edouard Daladier of France. Then there was a thunder of “hochs” that must have reached all the way down the line of guards on both sides of the street leading from the hotel to the Fuehrerhaus. And downstairs a dance band was blaring that all-English rage of the year, “The Lambeth Walk,” while Bavarian dancers linked arms and shouted the Cockney “Oy!”


EACH GROUP IS CHEERED


The street crowds roared acclaim for each group as automobiles bearing delegates back to the Feuhrerhaus whizzed tnrough the streets, but the loudest applause was that for Mr. Chamberlain.


Four times the crowds roared as one by one, M. Daladier, Mr. Chamberlain, Herr Hitler and finally Signor Mussolini and their escorts sped back to the scene of the conference.


The cheers for Mr. Chamberlain rolled along, block after block. Spectators knew well ahead that he was coming for they could hear shouts of “Chamberlain! Chamberlain!” as his car approached.


The Prime Minister waved his black hat to the crowds of Southern Germans, who cheered louder when they saw his broad smile.


“Things must be going better,” was the frequent comment.


As Chancellor Hitler passed he seemed too busy with his own thoughts to give more than a preoccupied smile and stiff salute to his people. [image: image]








SEPTEMBER 27, 1938




Roosevelt Makes Appeal


By LUTHER HUSTON Special to The New York Times.





WASHINGTON, Sept. 26—President Roosevelt today made a direct personal appeal to Chancellor Adolf Hitler of Germany and President Eduard Benes of Czechoslovakia to settle their controversies by negotiation and preserve the peace of the world.


In a message sent to the German and Czechoslovak leaders, and forwarded also, through Secretary of State Cordell Hull, to the Prime Ministers of France and Great Britain, the President voiced the hope of 130,000,000 Americans that the controversies of Europe would be-settled without resort to arms. He called the attention of the nations involved to their obligations under the Kellogg-Briand pact and other treaties and reminded them that even should these avenues of settlement become obstructed other methods of arbitration were available.


NO SOLUTION BY FORCE


As long as the parties to the dispute continue negotiations no differences are irreconcilable, the President said, but, once negotiations “are “broken off, reason is banished and force asserts itself.” “And force,” said Mr. Roosevelt, “produces no solution for the future good of humanity.”


The President said that he was convinced that the problems faced by the European nations were not so difficult that they could not be solved by reason rather than by force. He asserted the conviction that all people in the troubled nations of Europe want peace to be made before instead of after war.


Mr. Roosevelt said that the consequences of an outbreak of war are “incalculable.” He said that war would plunge the people of every country into “unspeakable horror,” and that the economic system of every country that was drawn into the struggle would be shattered and its social structures “completely wrecked.”


He called the attention of the leaders of Europe to the fact that the hatreds that motivated many factions in Euro pean nations did not exist in this country, that our civilization was formed of all the elements in Europe, and that this country was enmeshed in no political entanglements.


The sole desire of the American people is for peace, the President said, but they are not unmindful of the fact that this nation could not escape some of the consequences of war. For the sake of all humanity Mr. Roosevelt appealed to the statesmen who held in their hands the question of war or peace not to break off negotiations that would lead to “a peaceful, fair and constructive settlement of the questions at issue.”


The President’s dramatic effort to avert a European war that he obviously feared would eventually involve the United States was made without any previous indication that such a step was in contemplation. [image: image]










SEPTEMBER 30, 1938




Powers Make Accord


By FREDERICK T. BIRCHALL Wireless to The New York Times.





MUNICH, Germany, Sept. 30—The four-power conference to decide the fate of Czechoslovakia and avert a general European war by bringing pressure to bear on her to accept its decisions has met here, reached an agreement and adjourned.


In something less than nine hours of actual conversation time it has settled everything to the satisfaction—more or less—of the conferees.


It may be said at once that the decisions give Germany just about all she has demanded except the total extinction of Czechoslovakia as an independent State, which has never in fact been among her formulated demands, although that has been implied.


The decisions indicate, moreover, that the Poles and Hungarians will receive their shares of the spoils of Czechoslovak dismemberment.


The only change discernible from Chancellor Adolf Hitler’s Godesberg memorandum is in the period allowed for the fulfillment of the demand. That has been slightly extended and beginning tomorrow the predominantly German territories are to be evacuated and occupied progressively until Oct. 10.


PROPERTY MUST BE LEFT


The four governments—Britain, France, Germany and Italy—agree that the evacuation must be completed “without any existing installations being destroyed.” This covers the German demand, previously objected to by the British, that Czech farmers in Sudeten territory must leave their farms, stock and crops intact behind them when they evacuate, without compensation for them.


The territories to be evacuated are divided into four categorres designated on maps appended to the agreement The first category will be occupied on Oct. 1 and 2, the second category on Oct. 2 and 3, the third category on Oct. 3, 4 and 5, the fourth category on Oct. 6 and 7 and the remainder, to be determined by an international commission that will lay down the conditions governing the evacuation, by Oct. 10.


This indicates that the incoming German troops will not reach the Czech border fortifications until several days after the beginning of the occupation.


CZECHS TO GET GUARANTEE


All that Czechoslovakia gains, provided she makes the sacrifices demanded from her, is an immediate guarantee by France and Great Britain of the integrity and frontiers of the territory she has left. This guarantee is to be supplemented by Germany and Italy after the demands by the Poles and Hungarians have been met. A new four-power meeting will be called if those demands are not settled within three months.


An international commission is to decide in doubtful territories whether plebiscites are necessary to determine their future, and if plebiscites are held they will be under international control. In the meantime, international “bodies” will hold the disputed territories.


The final determination of frontiers is also to be carried out by the international commission and the right of option into and out of the transferred territories shall be granted to the inhabitants.


Within four weeks all Sudeten Germans shall be released by the Czech Government from further military or police service and the Czech Government shall also agree to release all Sudeten prisoners.


LEAVE-TAKING IS CORDIAL


The agreement to this effect was signed by the four powers in the conference room at the Fuehrerhaus, Chancellor Hitler’s personal headquarters in Munich, at 1 o’clock this morning [7 P.M. Thursday, Eastern standard time]. The leave-taking afterward was most cordial.


Herr Hitler, “on behalf of the German people,” thanked Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain of Britain and Premier Edouard Daladier of France for their efforts for European peace. They responded in kind and will return home by air later today. Premier Benito Mussolini of Italy has already departed by special train.


Mr. Chamberlain spent an hour in the early morning discussing the agreement with two Czech representatives sent from Prague at his suggestion to receive it.


Much stress is laid on the unanimity obtained in the conference and the mutual friendliness exhibited by the conferees.


“I am not going to quibble about a village,” Herr Hitler is said to have told the others when doubtful areas were being discussed and the main points of his demands had been conceded.


A duplicate of the agreement has been prepared for the Czechs and their two representatives will carry it to Prague by air this morning. No doubt seems to exist about their accepting it. What else could they do? [image: image]






SEPTEMBER 30, 1938




NAZI DEMANDS MET


Hitler Gets Almost All He Asked as Munich Conferees Agree





The war for which Europe had been feverishly preparing was averted early this morning when the leading statesmen of Britain, France, Germany and Italy, meeting in Munich, reached an agreement to allow Reich troops to occupy predominantly German portions of Czechoslovakia’s Sudetenland progressively over a ten-day period beginning tomorrow. Most of Chancellor Hitler’s demands were met. Prime Minister Chamberlain, whose peace efforts were finally crowned with success, received the loudest applause of Munich’s crowds.


Before the start of the conference the Czech Government sent to the British Government a memorandum on its position with regard to the Anglo-French proposals. The Czechs felt that whatever agreement was reached would be at their expense and public opinion was deeply depressed.


Italians shouted their joy in Rome and elsewhere at the announcement of the Munich agreement. They regarded the solution as a victory for the dictatorships over the democracies


Paris was relieved at the Munich agreement, but continued its war preparations. Likewise in London, where the tension was relaxed, precautions went forward.


Pope Pius broke down and sobbed as he appealed in a world radio broadcast for prayers for peace. President Roosevelt urged the people of this country to offer such prayers. [image: image]






OCTOBER 1, 1938




PARIS NEWSPAPERS HAIL PEACE ACCORD


‘World Can Breathe Again; Still Can Live,’ Says Provost in Paris-Soir


Wireless to The New York Times





PARIS, Oct. 1—One word, “Peace,” completely summarizes expressions on yesterdays’s events in the French press, and the same word fell from the lip of every one in the streets, in camps and in homes.


Jean Prouvost, in his front-page editorial in Paris-Soir, could do nothing so appropriate as to repeat it three successive times in opening sentence, “Peace, Peace Peace.”


Some of yesterday’s headlines were:


L’Information, “A Great Victory for Peace.”


La Liberte, which had steadfastly demanded peace, “We were right: Long Live Peace!” L’Intransigeant, “The Miracle of Union.”


Ce Soir, organ of the extreme Left, which has been the only element in France demanding war, writes on the four-power pact and its lessons.


“Peace has been saved,” it says, “but it is the fruit of the terrible blackmail threat of war, which Chamberlain himself appraised when he said: ‘Rather than wait, Hitler is ready to risk a world war.’”


The Munich conference, says Le Temps, had a considerable bearing on the moral and political situation of Europe, and continues: “The fact that the Reich Fuehrer, the Italian Duce, the British Prime Minister and the French Premier have sat together and reached an accord capable of producing a new spirit in international affairs. What should certainly be said is that the Franco-British accord played its role under tragic circumstances and achieved its end, the maintenance of peace, by closer European cooperation. With Chamberlain, Daladier and Bonnet were active makers of this spirit of conciliation and are entitled to the gratitude of the friends of peace.


“France, in spite of all that was done to bewilder and disturb it, displayed calm and resolution. The army did its entire duty, from the high command to those who were called.


“In coming days, as long as matters have not been completely settled, there is need of observing the same discipline. It is not all over yet but has started on the right track. The improvement will enlarge itself little by little.”


Gallus, in L’Intransigeant, says the joy felt by all French people does not arise solely from relief, but contains an element of hope. [image: image]






NOVEMBER 11, 1938




NAZIS SMASH, LOOT AND BURN JEWISH SHOPS AND TEMPLES UNTIL GOEBBELS CALLS HALT


Thousands Arrested for ‘Protection’ as Gangs Avenge Paris Death


By OTTO D. TOLISCHUS Wireless to THE NEW YORK TIMES





BERLIN, Nov. 10.–A wave of destruction, looting and incendiarism unparalleled In Germany since the Thirty Years War and in Europe generally since the Bolshevist revolution, swept over Great Germany today as National Socialist cohorts took vengeance on Jewish shops, offices and synagogues for the murder by a young Polish Jew of Ernst vom Rath, third secretary of the German Embassy in Paris.


Beginning systematically in the early morning hours in almost every town and city in the country, the wrecking, looting and burning continued all day. Huge but mostly silent crowds looked on and the police confined themselves to regulating traffic and making wholesale arrests of Jews “for their own protection.”


All day the main shopping districts as well as the side streets of Berlin and innumerable other places resounded to the shattering of shop windows falling to the pavement, the dull thuds of furniture and fittings being pounded to pieces and the clamor of fire brigades rushing to burning shops and synagogues. Although shop fires were quickly extinguished, synagogue fires were merely kept from spreading to adjoining buildings.


TWO DEATHS REPORTED


As far as could be ascertained the violence was mainly confined to property. Although individuals were beaten, reports so far tell of the death of only two persons—a Jew in Polzin, Pomerania, and another in Bunzdorf.


In extent, intensity and total damage, however, the day’s outbreaks exceeded even those of the 1918 revolution and by nightfall there was scarcely a Jewish shop, cafe, office or synagogue in the country that was not either wrecked, burned severely or damaged.


Thereupon Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels issued the following proclamation:


“The justified and understandable anger of the German people over the cowardly Jewish murder of a German diplomat in Paris found extensive expression during last night. In numerous cities and towns of the Reich retaliatory action has been undertaken against Jewish buildings and businesses.


“Now a strict request is issued to the entire population to cease immediately all further demonstrations and actions against Jewry, no matter what kind. A final answer to the Jewish assassination in Paris will be given to Jewry by way of legislation and ordinance.”


What this legal action is going to be remains to be seen. It is known, however, that measures for the extensive expulsion of foreign Jews are already being prepared in the Interior Ministry, and some towns, like Munich, have ordered all Jews to leave within forty-eight hours. All Jewish organizational, cultural and publishing activity has been suspended. It is assumed that the Jews, who have now lost most of their possessions and livelihood, will either be thrown into the streets or put into ghettos and concentration camps, or impressed into labor I brigades and put to work for the Third Reich, as the children of Israel were once before for the Pharaohs.


THOUSANDS ARE ARRESTED


In any case, all day in Berlin, as throughout the country, thousands of Jews, mostly men, were being taken from their homes and arrested—in particular prominent Jewish leaders, who in some cases, it is understood, were told they were being held as hostages for the good behavior of Jewry outside Germany.


In Breslau they were hunted out even in the homes of non-Jews where they might have been hiding.


Foreign embassies in Berlin and consulates throughout the country were besieged by frantic telephone calls and by persons, particularly weeping women and children, begging help that could not be given them. Incidentally, in Breslau the United States Consulate had to shut down for some time during the day because of fumes coming from a burning synagogue near by.


All pretense maintained during previous minor Jewish outbreaks—to the effect that the day’s deeds had been the work of irresponsible, even Communist elements was dropped this time and the official German News Bureau, as well as newspapers that hitherto bad ignored such happenings, frankly reported on them. The bureau said specifically:


“Continued anti-Jewish demonstrations occurred in numerous places. In most cities the synagogue was fired by the population. The fire department in many cases was able merely to save adjoining buildings. In addition, in many cities the windows of Jewish shops were smashed.


“Occasionally fires occurred and because of the population’s extraordinary excitement the contents of shops were partly destroyed. Jewish shop owners were taken into custody by the police for their own.” [image: image]






MARCH 27, 1939




REICH IS REBUFFED BY POLES ON DANZIG


Warsaw, Politely But Firmly, Rejects Berlin’s Bid to Talk Over Free City’s Status





WARSAW, Poland, March 26—It was learned today that the Polish Government had politely but firmly declined German suggestions for negotiations on Danzig. These suggestions were communicated to the government by Ambassador Josef Lipski, who arrived here from Berlin Thursday after a conversation with Joachim von Ribbentrop, the German Foreign Minister.


Herr von Ribbentrop wanted to learn whether Poland was ready to discuss a final settlement of the Danzig problem.


This was not the first German proposal for talks on Danzig. In the past the Poles have declined all such proposals without much harm to Polish-German relations. It was understood that after President Ignaz Moscicki conferred with Marshal Edward Rydz-Smigly and Foreign Minister Josef Beck it was decided to give a negative reply this time too.


It is pointed out that the treaty and conventions governing Danzig adequately safeguard Polish Interests and that the situation there is quite satisfactory. The Germans in the Free City enjoy full national rights and the National Socialists are in power.


Political circles here are confident that Poland’s answer, though negative, will close the exchange of views about Danzig for the time being. However, in the present circumstances and the tense international situation the government has taken certain precautionary military measures.


INTERNATIONAL UNITY SOUGHT


WARSAW, Poland, March 26 (AP).—Poland, delicately poised between expanding Germany and Soviet Russia, moved today to meet a potential Nazi threat from the west by taking steps toward internal solidarity.


One major step in this direction came with a report that the government had permitted the famed peasant leader and ex-Premier, Wincenty Witos, and his aide, onetime Interior Minister Vladlslas Kiernik, to return to their homeland after a nine-year exile in Czecho-Slovakla.


It was reported reliably that M. Witos already was in Polish territory and his submission to the government’s authority would be announced simultaneously with amnesty for him.


The anticipated repatriation of the two prominent political exiles was interpreted here as illustrating the internal consolidation now in process in Poland. [image: image]






MARCH 27, 1939




Coughlin Denounces ‘Mongerers of War’


Calls Paraders Here the Dupes of Leftist Foes of Germany





DETROIT, March 26—Americans should express anxiety, the Rev. Charles E. Coughlin said today, because “uninformed thousands are prone to follow a warmongering leadership in New York and elsewhere” instead of working themselves to a point of frenzy in behalf of European democracies.


The cry to save democracy, he said in his weekly radio broadcast, “is raised by those who are more interested in destroying Germany than they are in restoring Czechoslovakia.”


Yesterday’s parade of protest in New York against Germany’s acquisition of Czecho-Slovakia, the priest asserted, was participated in by many innocent people, “duped by propaganda and Leftist leadership.”


“For these persons,” he said, “the dissolution of Czecho-Slovakia is but a convient occasion to further the cause of tyranny and aggression under the name of liberty and democracy; to sound the drums of international war with the hope of stimulating the wicked passion of hate in the breasts of innocent citizens.”


Czecho-Slovakia was born in Pittsburgh, the priest went on, and the “republic was doomed to dissolution from the outset because it was established upon the false principle of racial conflict within the precincts of one nation.”


“If the conscience of Americans is offended because the principles of real democracy, of self-determination, of home rule have been crushed to earth by the Iron heel of the German Storm Troopers, let our indignation be impartial and therefore virtuous,” he said.


“Let us lament over the plight of the British, French and Russian victims of conquest who, since the battle of Plassey in 1757 to the massacre of Moscow in 1923, have been appealing for liberty and justice and sympathy to the deafened ears of civilization.”


About 500 persons yesterday picketed in front of radio stations WMCA, at 1,657 Broadway, and WJZ in the RCA building, 49 West Forty-ninth Street in demonstrations against failure of the stations in the past to carry broadcasts by the Rev. Charles E. Coughlin. [image: image]






MARCH 30, 1939




FRANCO COMPLETES


CONQUEST OF SPAIN; LAST 10 CITIES BOW


Wireless to The New York Times.





HENDAYE, France (at the Spanish frontier), March 29—Events have moved swiftly since last night and Republican resistance has crumbled at all points in Spain.


Valencia, Almeria, Murcia, Ciu-dad Real, Jaen, Cuenca, Albacete, Guadalajara and Alicante, all in Republican hands last night, today are pledging allegiance to the Nationalists. These last nine of Spain’s fifty-two provincial capitals were either occupied by advancing columns of Generalissimo Francisco Franco’s army or seized by his sympathizers inside.


Burgos has been learning by radio during the day of the capitulation of Republican towns and villages along the Mediterranean coast and in the interior. The station at Palma, Majorca, after short-wave conversations with Murcia and other former Republican strongholds, passed on messages of surrender to headquarters.


[image: image]


Francisco Franco leading his staff on the Mediterranean front during the Spanish civil war, 1939.


WIDE RADIO CONTACTS


It seems fairly obvious that Nationalist and Republican radio announcers have reached some agreement, for in places still well within the Republican lines operators have been in friendly conversation with Nationalist stations.


At Palma and Malaga are the chief Nationalist high-frequency stations on the Mediterranean. All day long they have been tutoring Republican stations at Murcia, Valencia and other points in collecting and relaying messages from mobile propaganda stations in the field to General Franco’s headquarters. Republican stations were being gently admonished to add “Viva Franco!” to the orthodox “Ariba España” [“Up Spain!”]


In the field General Gonzalo Quei-po de Llano’s southern army and General Saliquet’s central army were advancing rapidly last night in all sectors toward the last coast.


Ramon Serrano Suner, Minister of the Interior at Burgos, gave some idea of the strength of the Nationalist armies operating since Monday. In Central Spain, he said last night, there were about 300,000 men, under command of General Saliquet, assisted by twenty-five other generals. This army included General Gastone Gambara’s Italian divisions—the Littorio, Blue Arrows, Black Arrows and Green Arrows—all with mechanized units, tanks, artillery and airplanes. [image: image]






MARCH 30, 1939




Madrid Hears of Collapse


Wireless to The New York Times.





MADRID, March 29—From all sides reports reached Madrid today of the complete collapse of Republican authority throughout Spain.


Travelers coming from Valencia reported the whole road was choked with traffic, and thousands of soldiers, who had thrown away their arms, were returning wearily to their villages. Hundreds of trucks passed down the road to Valencia loaded with refugees hoping to escape by sea. However, no steamer was in the harbor. The port was crowded to overflowing with refugees without means of escape.


Lieut. Col. Segismundo Casado of the National Defense Council, who arrived at Valencia yesterday, announced that he intended to stay to supervise the task of handing over the city to the Nationalist armies.


As soon as his proclamation became known vast crowds assembled in the streets with Nationalist flags, shouting Nationalist slogans.


As in Madrid, the overthrow of the Republican authorities was achieved by the townspeople themselves. They took command to assure continuation of public services and law and order until the arrival of Nationalist troops.


Nationalist military authorities are fully installed here and beginning to function. Many high officers have arrived, including Generals Emilio Solchaga, Garcia Valino and Milan Astray, the last the founder of the Foreign Legion. Civil Guards and Assault Guards also entered during the day.


Fifteen hundred trucks loaded with foodstuffs poured into the city, where 600,000 rations were distributed today. It is hoped the distribution of white bread and tobacco will begin tomorrow.


It is now clear how great was the strength of Generalissimo Francisco Franco’s “fifth column” in Madrid. It is estimated the fascist Falange Español had 40,000 members in the capital. Its leader, Dr. Manuel Valdes, a physician, says it was the Falange that took Madrid.


He said Falange members who had suffered untold misery for two years seized the city yesterday morning and held it for several hours until the arrival of troops. They took charge of public services and maintained law and order, he explained.


General Joaquin Rios Capape, who previously commanded troops in the University City sector and then in the Cerro de los Angeles, just south of the capital, entered and contacted Falange leaders, who appeared to be completely in command of the situation and gradually assumed all public offices, reflecting careful preparation.


Reorganization of the Falange in Madrid is now going ahead. Men of military experience and rank are being placed in responsible positions to mold a new party on the model hitherto obtaining in Nationalist Spain. [image: image]






APRIL 1, 1939




Chamberlain’s Statement


By The Associated Press.





LONDON, March 31—The text of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain’s statement on the international situation in the House of Commons today follows:


I am glad to take this opportunity of stating again the general policy of His Majesty’s Government. They have constantly advocated the adjustment by way of free negotiation between the parties concerned of any differences that may arise between them. They consider that this is the natural and proper course where differences exist.


In their opinion there should be no question incapable of solution by peaceful means and they would see no justification for the substitution of force or threats of force for the method of negotiation.


As the House is aware, certain consultations are now proceeding with other governments. In order to make perfectly clear the position of His Majesty’s Government, in the meantime, before those consultations are concluded, I now have to inform the House that during that period, in the event of any action which clearly threatened Polish independence and which the Polish Government accordingly considered it vital to resist with their national forces, His Majesty’s Government would feel themselves bound at once to lend the Polish Government all support in their power.


They have given the Polish Government an assurance to this effect.


I may add that the French Government have authorized me to make it plain that they stand in the same position in this matter as do His Majesty’s Government.


The Foreign Secretary saw the Soviet Ambassador this morning and had a very full discussion with him on the subject. I have no doubt the principles on which we are acting are fully understood and appreciated by that government.


The visit of Colonel Beck [Foreign Minister Josef Beck of Poland] will provide an opportunity of discussing with him the various further measures that may be taken in order to accumulate the maximum amount of cooperation in any efforts that may be made to put an end to aggression—if aggression were intended—and to substitute for it the more reasonable and orderly method of discussion.


The question of a conference is simply a matter of expediency. We have no theoretical views about conferences if they prove to be the best way.


If there are other and more effective ways of achieving our object we might dispense with conferences.


The Dominions are being kept fully informed. [image: image]






AUGUST 21, 1939




REICH TROOPS JAM ROUTES TO POLAND


Gleiwitz, on Border, Bristles with Guns—Ambulance Units Are Ready for Action





GLEIWITZ, Germany, Aug. 22 (AP)—Four of Germany’s famous motorized “super guns” and an attendant ammunition train rolled through Gleiwitz at 2:50 A.M.


Each sixteen-foot, 10-inch caliber barrel was carried on three sets of trucks and the ground and firing mechanism on three other sets of trucks drawn before them.


From the direction of the railroad station the half-mile column approached and disappeared into the dark headed toward this city’s military garrison. The Polish border lies within two miles of these barracks.


The group going through the town this morning is the second artillery section to be seen here within the last week. The other, heavy mortars, took the same route at 3:45 P.M. yesterday.


Following the heavy pieces, the short muzzles of anti-aircraft machine guns jutted above the helmeted heads of soldiers.


Twenty-man motor trucks clattered rapidly through the streets on caterpillar treads. One was entirely filled with hawsers and inch-thick towing ropes. Another carried iron strips suitable for tracks for wide-tread motor carriages.


Many trucks carried square boxes covered with tar paper. There were also some rolling field kitchens. Ambulances criss-crossed Gleiwitz streets this afternoon.


Besides the regular army ambulances, civilian and Red Cross units were observed. [image: image]






AUGUST 22, 1939




Baltic Activities Reported





BERLIN, Aug. 21 (AP)—Berliners who spent Sunday near the Baltic said today that train after train had rushed past them in a northeasterly direction carrying soldiers, cannons, anti-aircraft equipment and field kitchens.


Others who drove in the direction of Dessau, seat of the Junkers airplane works, said they could not get near the city because it was designated as a military area.


They also said they had a difficult time obtaining gasoline. Filling station after filling station was empty.


At the War Department in Berlin today there was an endless coming and going of smart cars bearing high-ranking officers. Overhead more military planes roared by than has been the case in days.


The city otherwise seemed to be devoid of military activity, the inference being that everybody was on duty at the Polish frontier. [image: image]






AUGUST 22, 1939




Troops Pass Through Vienna


Wireless to The New York Times.





VIENNA, Aug. 21—From an early hour this morning and at regular intervals large contingents of motorized military units left this city by way of the Danube Bridge proceeding in a northeasterly direction toward the German-Slovak frontier.


Military trucks filled with soldiers as well as light artillery, full of camp equipment, Red Cross ambulances and truckloads of powder kegs and oil barrels, passed through the city.


Meanwhile there were visible demonstrations of joy when the newspapers containing reports of the successful termination of the Russo-German trade treaty appeared on the streets. [image: image]






AUGUST 24, 1939




GERMANY AND RUSSIA SIGN 10-YEAR NON-AGGRESSION PACT


BIND EACH OTHER NOT TO AID OPPONENTS IN WAR ACTS


By The Associated Press





MOSCOW, Aug. 24—Germany and Soviet Russia early today signed a non-aggression pact binding each of them for ten years not to “associate itself with any other groupings of powers which directly or indirectly is aimed at the other party.”


By the pact they also agreed to “constantly remain in consultation with one another” on their common interests and to adjust difference by arbitration.


The non-aggression clauses bound each power to refrain from any act of force against the other and if either party is “the object of warlike acts by a third power” to refrain from supporting the third power.


The pact did not include the usual escape clause providing for its denunciation in case one of the contracting parties attacked a third power. This provision has been written into most non-aggression pacts in the past by Moscow.


ARRIVES BY PLANE


By. G.E.R. Gedye Special cable to The New York Times


MOSCOW, Aug. 24—With the meticulous punctuality of a perfectly staged arrival, two huge Focke-Wulf Condor planes conveying Joachim von Ribbentrop, the German Prime Minister, and his thirty-two assistants, landed at the Moscow airdrome on the stroke of 1 p.m. yesterday.


Adequate but not excessive policy precautions were taken at the airdrome. For the first time the Soviet authorities displayed the swastika banner, five of which flew from the front of the airdrome building, but were placed so as not to be visible from the outside.


Vyacheslaff M. Molotoff was not present to welcome Herr von Ribbentrop but almost the entire staff of the huge German Embassy, headed by the Ambassador, Count Friedrich Werncr von del Schulenburg, with the military, naval and air attaches in uniform, was present. The German civilians mostly wore top hats and cutaway coats.


From the airdrome the party drove to the city through streets where police in their white summer jackets stood every ten paces.


The party drove directly to the former Austrian Embassy where they are being housed. Subsequently Herr von Ribbentrop and leading members of his mission had luncheon at the embassy with Count von del Schulenburg.


At about 3:30 P. M. Herr von Ribbentrop, accompanied by Count von del Schulenburg and an expert translator whom the Germans brought from Berlin, drove through the gates of the Kremlin.


Despite the diplomatic triumph which he believes he has won the father of the anti-Comintern pact must have experienced strange emotions as he drove across the world famed Red Square to the citadel of the Russian Communist Government on a mission that many foreigners in Moscow considered a last desperate effort by Germany to prevent the conclusion of a three-power pact of mutual assistance between Russia and the Western democracies that would have blocked completely Germany’s dreams of European hegemony.[image: image]






AUGUST 24, 1939




NEUTRALITY STEPS ARE READIED BY U. S.


Special to The New York Times.





WASHINGTON, Aug. 23—As President Roosevelt rushed back to Washington to meet the problems created for this country by a constantly deepening danger of war in Europe, high officials of the government, including Secretary of State Cordell Hull, who returned from a vacation, met today in the State and Treasury Departments and prepared plans and measures for the President’s approval.


The feeling in official circles here that the danger of conflict is increasing hourly was in no wise allayed by the announcement from Berlin and Moscow that the Soviet-German anti-aggression pact had been signed, since this had been discounted here, and the exchanges between the British and German Governments today were regarded as more serious.


Feverish activity developed even before the White House announced at noon that the President had decided to hasten back to the capital, and tonight everything had been prepared for the Chief Executive to take whatever steps he deems necessary to meet the threatening situation.


Sumner Welles, Under-Secretary of State, announced that a meeting of officials from five government departments and high ranking army and navy officers would be held at 3 P.M. tomorrow, an hour after the President is scheduled to arrive here.


Among the problems dealt with at meetings held in the morning in the office of John W. Hanes, Under-Secretary of the Treasury, and in the afternoon in that of Adolf A. Berle, Assistant Secretary of State, were technical ones dealing with the shock upon money and export markets if war should develop in Europe. Also studied was cooperation of the navy in evacuating Americans from Europe, an undertaking to which, in case it is necessary, the Maritime Commission will lend its ships.


DATA FOR DECLARATION READY


In addition, material has been gathered for a comprehensive neutrality declaration, including all aspects of this country’s position as a neutral, the rights of United States ships and those of belligerents and, in fact, all the data available from United States experience as a neutral during the last war. This will be available for the President should he care to use it.


Officials were confident that measures devised for the use of the President in the event of war would enable this country to meet an outbreak of hostilities without undue shock. [image: image]




AUGUST 24, 1939




FRANCE MOBILIZES; NOW EXPECTS WAR


People Confident Of Strength to Meet Aggressor as Hopes Of Peace Diminish


By P. J. PHILIP Wireless to The New York Times.





PARIS, Aug. 24—Convinced by a report from French Ambassador Robert Coulondre at Berlin and by a reply that Chancellor Adolf Hitler gave yesterday to Prime Minister Nevile Chamberlain’s message through British Ambassador Sir Neville Henderson at Berchtesgaden that an invasion of Poland is intended by the German Government within the next few days, the French Government last night decided to call up a further contingent of reservists today.


This decision was communicated to the press in an official statement from Premier Edouard Daladier’s office as follows:


“On account of the international situation the French Government has decided to complete military measures already taken by calling up an additional contingent of reserve soldiers.”


During last night notices were posted on the walls of town halls and public buildings throughout the country calling up men whose mobilization number is 3 or 4. It is estimated that about 600,000 men of varying age and trained for different military work will be affected. These little notices are printed on white paper bordered by red, white and blue and under crossed flags of the republic.


Another notice posted during the night and also signed by the Minister of War, who is also Premier Daladier, announced that from today requisition of automobiles and other military requirements would be made.


Paris is still largely deserted, many families not having as yet returned from vacation, and the news that categories 3 and 4 are being called up and subsequent posting of notices attracted very little attention. Heavy rain kept the people off the streets and the city was unusually quiet all last evening.


It was expected that further measures of mobilization would be deferred until after today’s Cabinet meeting, for which President Albert Lebrun returned from his vacation last night, but reports of the French and British Ambassadors in Berlin confirmed the need for the greatest urgency.



FRAIL HOPES FOR PEACE


Despite the apparent gravity of the situation it should be added that all hope has not yet been abandoned that war can be avoided. This hope may be based on frail foundations, but these are not in official circles considered entirely unsubstantial.


The first among them is the fact that the German Government, army and people must know that annexation of Danzig and all the rest that Germany is now claiming from Poland cannot be expected without war—as Chancellor Hitler promised his people would be the case. The Polish Government has given assurances again to France that she intends to stand firm against invaders, and the French and British Governments have repeated their promise to Warsaw that, if the Poles resist, these governments will keep their promise.


Second, although an uncertain element in the situation that may make for peace is the attitude of Soviet Russia. It was believed here by many that the Soviet Government’s real aim in getting Foreign Minister Joachim von Rippentrop to Moscow while continuing conversations with the British and French military and naval missions was to try to stage a “Soviet Munich” and take a dominant diplomatic position in the world as a peacemaker.


If Russia succeeded, it was argued, she would have a great measure of popular opinion in the world behind her. If she failed she would be able to draw profit from the aftermath of a war between “capitalist countries” from which she would remain aloof.


French Ambassador Andre Fran-Cois-Poncet had a long interview yesterday in Rome with Foreign Minister Count Ciano of Italy. His report has not been received.


Contradicting whatever frail hopes may be founded on this diplomatic activity, are reports confirming the steady massing of German troops on the Polish frontier and elsewhere, and multiplication and exaggeration of frontier “incidents” in the German press. It is probable that more people here now believe that war cannot be avoided than that it can, and the government is necessarily acting on the supposition that it cannot. What is obvious is that there is going to be no hesitancy and no weakness on the part of France.


If Herr Hitler still expects to obtain another conquest without war it is clear that he is mistaken.


The two categories of reservists called up will be at their posts along the whole of the frontier by Saturday and ready, under the command of General Gamelin, to meet any situation.


FRANCE NOW IS CONFIDENT


It is well worth remarking that there has been no general exodus of the civil population as yet from the east and north of France, such as there was last September. Among the public there was a feeling last September—which was not unfounded—that in the air, especially, France was not ready to meet a German attack. This year there is complete confidence in the efficacy of all arms and not only in the ultimate outcome if the test comes, but even in the initial repulse of the aggressor. [image: image]






SEPTEMBER 1, 1939




Border Clashes Increase


Wireless to The New York Times.





BERLIN, Sept. 1—An increasing number of border incidents involving shooting and mutual Polish-German casualties are reported by the German press and radio. The most serious is reported from Gleiwitz, a German city on the line where the southwestern portion of Poland meets the Reich.


At 8 P.M., according to the semi-official news agency, a group of Polish insurrectionists forced an entrance into the Gleiwitz radio station, overpowering the watchmen and beating and generally mishandling the attendants. The Gleiwitz station was relaying a Breslau station’s program, which was broken off by the Poles.


They proceeded to broadcast a prepared proclamation, partly in Polish and partly in German, announcing themselves as “the Polish Volunteer Corps of Upper Silesia speaking from the Polish station in Gleiwitz.” The city, they alleged, was in Polish hands.


[image: image]


German troops entering Poland on September 1, 1939.


Gleiwitz’s surprised radio listeners notified the police, who halted the broadcast and exchanged fire with the insurrectionists, killing one and capturing the rest. The police are said to have discovered that the attackers were assisted by regular Polish troops.


The Gleiwitz incident is alleged here to have been the signal “for a general attack by Polish franctireurs on German territory.”


Two other points—Pitschen, near Kreuzburg, and Hochlinden, northeast of Ratibor, both in the same vicinity as Gleiwitz, were the scenes of violations of the German boundary, it is claimed, with fighting at both places still under way.


The attackers were all said to be heavily armed and supported by details of the regular Polish Army.


But it is further reported that German border guards repulsed all the attempts.


Polish insurrectionists and soldiers are alleged to have stormed the Hochlinden Custom House, which was recaptured by Germans after a battle lasting for an hour and a half. The number of dead and wounded was not determined because of darkness, but fourteen Poles, including six soldiers, were captured.


MANY CASUALTIES REPORTED


In the Pitschen incident a band of 100 Poles, including soldiers, were said to have been surprised two kilometers on the German side of the frontier. They are accused of opening the fire, which was returned, resulting in the death of two Poles and the capture of fifteen, while the Germans lost one dead and many wounded.


Since Saturday Neuberstisch, near Gleiwitz, is said to have been subjected daily to Polish rifle and grenade attacks. These have seriously damaged property and communications.


Polish bands assisted by soldiers are also said to have attacked the rail road station in the Alt Eiche district of Rosenberg in East Prussia. They were repulsed by German machine gunners, the Poles losing an unknown number of men, the Germans one dead and one wounded, says the report.


In Katowice a Polish customs official is accused of forcing a German woman into Polish territory, although her companion escaped. Nothing is known of the whereabouts of the supposedly kidnapped woman.


Poles are accused also of endeavoring to cross the border and attempting to set fire to German houses. Germans report many attacks against Germans within Poland. [image: image]






SEPTEMBER 1, 1939




HITLER GIVES WORD


In a Proclamation He Accuses Warsaw Of Appeal to Arms


By OTTO D. TOLISCHUS Special Cable to The New York Times.





BERLIN, Sept. 1—Charging that Germany had been attacked, Chancellor Hitler at 5:11 o’clock this morning issued a proclamation to the army declaring that from now on force will be met with force and calling on the armed forces “to fulfill their duty to the end.”


The text of the proclamation reads:


To the defense forces: The Polish nation refused my efforts for a peaceful regulation of neighborly relations; instead it has appealed to weapons.


Germans in Poland are persecuted with a bloody terror and are driven from their homes. The series of border violations, which are unbearable to a great power, prove that the Poles no longer are willing to respect the German frontier. In order to put an end to this frantic activity no other means is left to me now than to meet force with force.


‘BATTLE FOR HONOR’


German defense forces will carry on the battle for the honor of the living rights of the reawakened German people with firm determination. I expect every German soldier, in view of the great tradition of eternal German soldiery, to do his duty until the end.


Remember always in all situations you are the representatives of National Socialist Greater Germany!


Long live our people and our Reich!


Berlin, Sept. 1, 1939.


ADOLF HITLER


The commander-in-chief of the air force issued a decree effective immediately prohibiting the passage of any airplanes over German territory excepting those of the Reich air force or the government.


This morning the naval authorities ordered all German mercantile ships in the Baltic Sea not to run to Danzig or Polish ports. Anti-air raid defenses were mobilized throughout the country early this morning.


A formal declaration of war against Poland had not yet been declared up to 8 o’clock [3 A.M. New York time] this morning and the question of whether the two countries are in a state of active belligerency is still open.


REICHSTAG WILL MEET TODAY


Foreign correspondents at an official conference at the Reich Press Ministry at 8:30 o’clock [3:30 A.M. New York time] were told that they would receive every opportunity to facilitate the transmission of dispatches. Wireless stations have been instructed to speed up communications and the Ministry is installing additional batteries of telephones.


The Reichstag has been summoned to meet at 10 o’clock [5 A.M. New York time] to receive a more formal declaration from Herr Hitler.


When Herr Hitler made his announcement Berlin’s streets were still deserted except for the conventional early traffic, and there were no outward signs that the nation was finding itself in the first stages of war.


The government area was completely deserted, and the two guards doing sentry duty in front of the Chancellery remained their usual mute symbol of authority. It was only when official placards containing the orders to the populace began to appear on the billboards that early workers became aware of the situation. [image: image]















Chapter 1



“CAN THE UNITED STATES KEEP OUT OF WAR?”


September–October 1939


In the early morning on September 1, 1939 German forces began a carefully planned campaign to destroy the Polish armed forces in a series of rapid and destructive operations. The news, when it came, had not been unexpected, for the European crisis had intensified in the last days of August. In New York it was just after midnight and The Times rushed out an extra edition under the front-page headline “German Army Attacks Poland.” Details were sent through by Otto Tolischus in Berlin (soon to be expelled by the Germans) and confirmed by The Times’s Polish correspondent Jerzy Szapiro, who found himself under bombardment in Warsaw. The German campaign made rapid progress, but in London and Paris, already being evacuated in case of bombing, Hitler was being asked to withdraw his forces and avoid further war. His refusal resulted in two ultimatums. The British one ran out at 11 a.m. on September 3, the French one at 5 p.m. the same day. Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain solemnly announced over the radio that Britain was at war and his broadcast was reprinted in full on the front page of The Times that same day. Neither of the Western powers took immediate action to help the Poles, whose forces were swept aside in four weeks of bitter fighting. On September 17 the Soviet armed forces moved into eastern Poland under their agreement with Hitler and by September 27 all Polish resistance had ended


For the United States the crisis in Europe posed many dangers. Neutrality legislation, which had been signed into law in 1937, insured that the United States would not become involved in any war by taking sides or supplying arms. President Franklin D. Roosevelt was under strong pressure to declare U.S. neutrality formally in September 1939, and although he did so, he wanted to keep open the possibility of selling resources to the democracies. The isolationist mood in the United States, which The Times campaigned against, was strong. When The Times asked on September 3 “Can the United States Keep Out of War?,” the overwhelming answer from the public would have been “yes.” For Americans there was not just anxiety over German ambitions, but fear of what Japan might do in Asia and uncertainty over Soviet intentions following Stalin’s decision to throw in his lot with Hitler. There was also widespread fascination in America with the war, evident in the extensive news coverage devoted by The Times to the opening weeks of the conflict.


The historian Allan Nevins asked whether civilization could survive a second war, a question widely debated in Europe in the 1930s. Nevins concluded that it might, but only because civilization somehow always had survived in the past. The Times published the assertion by the exiled Communist Leon Trotsky that sooner or later the United States would have to join in the war; though Trotsky was an unlikely ally for America’s interventionists. Nevertheless, there still existed the possibility that the war might end as suddenly as it had begun. In October Hitler made veiled offers to the West to abandon the conflict now that he had seized his Polish prize. Demands that the West should make peace came from Francisco Franco, recent victor in the Spanish Civil War, the pope, Queen Wilhelmina of The Netherlands, even from Moscow. For all the popular hostility to Chamberlain as an appeaser, then and now, he was adamant in October 1939 that there should be no negotiating with Hitler. By late October American public opinion held that U.S. involvement in the war could be avoided altogether. A Gallup Poll showed that 54 percent were sure the United States could keep out of the conflict. This was not yet world war. If Britain and France had made peace, there would have been no world war at all.




SEPTEMBER 1, 1939


GERMAN ARMY ATTACKS POLAND


HOSTILITIES BEGUN


Warsaw Reports German Offensive Moving on Three Objectives


By Jerzy Szapiro 
Wireless to The New York Times.





WARSAW, Poland, Sept. 1—War began at 5 o’clock this morning with German planes attacking Gdynia, Cracow and Katowice.


At Gdynia three bombs exploded in the sea.


The regular German Army started an offensive in the direction of Dzialdowka—in Upper Silesia and Czestochowa. The German plan apparently is to cut off Western Poland along the line of Dzialdowka-Lodz-Czestochowa.


The offensive is developing from East Prussia, toward Silesia and northwards from Slovakia.


At 9 o’clock an attempt was made to bombard Warsaw. The planes, however, did not reach even the suburbs.


A military attack on the garrison at Westerplatte in the Danzig area was repulsed.


The Foreign Office at 8:45 A.M. issues a communiqué saying that military action had begun in Westerplatte in the Danzig area as well as in Buschkowa near Gdynia, and in Dzialowka, Chojnice and Lowa.


Hostilities have begun and Poland has been attacked, said the communiqué.


Three cities in Upper Silesia suffered artillery bombardment, particulars of which are lacking, it was said.


While this dispatch was being telephoned, the air-raid sirens sounded in Warsaw.


DANZIG FIGHTING REPORTED


WARSAW, Poland, Sept. 1 (AP)—It was reported today that Tczew and Czestochowa were bombed by German airplanes early this morning.


There was no official confirmation of the bombing.


Fighting was reported at Danzig.


It was reported officially that German troops had attacked Polish defenses near Mlawa, bordering the southern part of East Prussia. There was no announcement of the damage resulting from the bombing.


Mist and clouds were overhanging the city. A light drizzle apparently afforded momentary protection against air raids. Warsaw went to work as usual.


ROOSEVELT WARNS NAVY


WASHINGTON, Sept. 1 (AP)—President Roosevelt directed today that all naval ships and army commands be notified at once by radio of German-Polish hostilities.


The White House issued the following announcement:


“The President received word at 2:50 A.M. Eastern standard time by telephone from Ambassador Biddle at Warsaw and through Ambassador Bullitt in Paris that Germany has invaded Poland and that four Polish cities are being bombed.


“The President directed all naval ships and army commands be notified by radio at once.


“There probably will be a further announcement by the State Department in a few hours.”


The announcement was issued by William Hassett, acting White House press secretary, after the President telephoned him at his home.


White House offices had been dark during the night, but Mr. Roosevelt himself was keeping in constant touch with European developments. Across the street from the Executive Mansion there were few lights burning in the rambling State Department Building.


One factor creating immediate concern in the capital was the presence of many Americans in Europe who have been unable to obtain passenger space on transatlantic liners.


There was speculation that naval vessels in European waters might be ordered to lend a hand to merchant ships in evacuating Americans.


Preparations were going forward, too, to keep American industry stable in event of a general European war. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 1, 1939


BRITISH MOBILIZING


Navy Raised to Its Full Strength, Army And Air Reserves Called Up


PARLIAMENT IS CONVOKED


By FERDINAND KUHN Jr. 
Special Cable to The New York Times.





LONDON, Sept. 1—All attempts to bring about direct negotiations between Germany and Poland appeared to have broken down tonight as Great Britain mobilized her fleet to full strength, stretched her other defensive preparations close to the limit and began moving 3,000,000 school children and invalids from the crowded cities into the safety of the countryside.


Censorship was established over cables after London had been cut off for hours from communication with the Continent.


It was the peak of the crisis, but a day of rumors had not shifted the fundamental issue nor given a conclusive answer to the question of peace or war.


At midnight the British Government was not yet convinced that Germany really intended to attack Poland and provoke a world war.


TERMS CALLED SMOKE SCREEN


All that had happened during yesterday, including the sudden broadcasting of Chancellor Hitler’s sixteen-point demands, was interpreted here as a smoke screen rather than as the flash of guns.


After hearing Herr Hitler’s “terms” officials here quietly announced tonight that “the government primarily interested in the proposals is, of course, the Polish Government.”


Until the Polish Government has had time to consider them, it was said in Whitehall that “it would be highly undesirable for any comment to be made.”


It was fully expected that Poland would reject them later today; indeed, Polish circles here were describing them tonight as utterly unacceptable,” for they would involve dismemberment of Poland and loss of Poland’s capacity to defend her independence. In any event, there was no sign of any intention here to put pressure on Warsaw to accept.


Much might have been said about the German “proposals” here tonight if the government had not been so anxious to leave the first decision to Warsaw without any prompting. That the British regarded them as artful went without saying, since they conveyed a first impression of reasonableness that was not borne out by the terms themselves.


Until the announcement on the German wireless tonight, the British Government had not been told about them officially, and the Polish Government was not informed until Josef Lipski, Polish Ambassador to Berlin, visited Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop a few minutes before the broadcast took place.


Shortly after midnight last night, Sir Nevile Henderson, the British Ambassador in Berlin, had heard the “points” read to him by Herr von Ribbentrop, but the reading was so fast that the Ambassador could not even take notes of them in detail. In any event, he was told Herr Hitler’s “points” were not being given to him or his government officially, on the ground that it was already too late.


TIME LIMIT EXPIRED


On Tuesday Herr Hitler had asked that a Polish negotiator should arrive in Berlin within twenty-four hours; and as nobody had arrived from Warsaw when the time limit expired, Sir Nevile was told that the “points” could not even be communicated officially to London.


The German time table with the Polish Government was even more unusual. About 9 o’clock yesterday morning M. Lipski had asked to see Herr von Ribbentrop. The Ambassador had no response until afternoon, when he was asked by telephone if he were coming as Ambassador or as a plenipotentiary to negotiate. He said “as Ambassador.” He heard nothing more until evening, when he was summoned and was told it was already too late, as the time limit had expired.


Tonight, after midnight talks in Downing Street, it was said here that Herr Hitler’s “points” had not come in any way as a reply to the British proposals. Great Britain’s whole effort in the past few days has been concerned with the conditions in which direct negotiations between the Germans and Poles might take place.


In all the diplomatic interchanges of the last week, the British contention has been that the discussions must be on terms of equality, that a settlement should safeguard the essential interests of Poland and that its observance should be secured by effective guarantees.


If there was any optimism in London yesterday—and one could sense it in spite of all the alarms of the last twenty-four hours—it sprang from a feeling that Great Britain and France were strong enough to face any test.


Opinion in Downing Street was “tough” as never before. It was being said that “appeasement” was nowhere in evidence and that, far from allowing Germany to overrun Poland, the British and French were ready to hit hard on the very first day.


Much was being made of alleged deficiencies in the German Army’s equipment and in the condition of German airplanes, which, according to a source close to the government, is far from what “German propaganda” has represented. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 1, 1939


BRITISH CHILDREN TAKEN FROM CITIES


3,000,000 Persons Are in First Evacuation Group,


Which Is to Be Moved Today


By FREDERICK T. BIRCHALL 
Special Cable to The New York Times.
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Children from Myrdle School, Stepney, London, being escorted to the station to be evacuated (the first school to do so), on September 1, 1939.


LONDON, Sept. 1—The greatest mass movement of population at short notice in the history of Great Britain is under way. It is an evacuation, under government order, of little children, invalids, women and old men from congested areas.


From London, Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Glasgow and twenty-three other cities the great exodus is going on as this dispatch is being written. The numbers are stupendous. More than 3,000,000 of these helpless human beings are being taken out of danger of German bombs.


Nothing like it has ever been attempted anywhere; yet it is going on without mishap—so far, indeed, without serious confusion.


Scenes everywhere were much the same whether in the aristocratic West End or the proletarian East Side, but one that this correspondent witnessed was typical both of the method and the neighborhood. This was in Myrtle Street, Whitechapel. Its school had 180 children to be evacuated. They ranged in age from 5 to 16. A large proportion was Jewish.


The children arrived at the school, most of them with mothers or elder sisters, just as the sun came over the eastern horizon about 5:30 this morning. The teachers were already waiting for them outside the school. One teacher at the gate kept the relatives outside it. Only the children were passed through.


All apparently were children of poor families, but for this exodus they had been spruced up so that all were neat and clean. Every one, boy and girl alike, carried a knapsack over the shoulders, but the quality of the haversacks varied. Some were of real leather or rubberoid. Some were made out of pillowslips. In each were a change of clothes, toilet articles and a food package sufficient for the day. But there was one invariable piece of equipment. Each child carried a gas mask.


As they arrived in the school yard the teacher fastened onto each child a stout label on which were the child’s name, number and school. When they were duly labeled they were marshaled into the assembly hall. There the headmistress told them that they were going on a holiday and that it would be nice to begin it with a little prayer. This was the prayer solemnly chanted in the treble child voices:


“May God take us all in His keeping and bring us safe back to our mummies.”


At 7 o’clock came the evacuation order with a male guide who was to see the children safely to the station and onto the train. The teachers marshaled the children out and they went along in a ragged procession, the smallest ones hand in hand, with the bigger ones interspersed among them.


It was only four blocks to the station, but every block was lined with anxious mothers who ran alongside with cautions and last messages, which again threatened to upset decorum. So after one block the headmistress called a halt and primly told the disturbers to leave because the children were getting excited. Some obeyed, but others just couldn’t.


All along the street windows were opened and faces leaned out, the women weeping and the men calling out: “Keep smiling! Keep your head up and keep your feet dry!” The children began to feel that this was a really good joke and forgot their tears.


Nevertheless, it took fifteen minutes to traverse those four blocks to the station, and there the little scene was soon ended. The children lined up along the platform. There were no more tears, for the weeping mothers had been left outside.


In a few minutes along came a cheerfully lighted train. The children were shepherded aboard and the train went off to collect more elsewhere. When it departed the children were happily singing. This excursion was really turning out to be a grand holiday.


There is no panic, no terror about this evacuation. The government has been anxious from the outset to have it understood it did not imply that war was inevitable; it would rather be in the nature of a rehearsal.


In that spirit it is being taken. Never did the stout souls of British plain folk show to better advantage. Never did the innate courtesy and kindness of the whole populace and the generous hospitality and readiness to help of the well-to-do shine more clearly. It is typical of that spirit and of the real piety of this land that the British Broadcasting Company held over the radio tonight a short religious service in which God was besought to comfort parents separated from their children and give courage to children and invalids, many of whom are leaving home for the first time.


No American could hear that or could witness the scenes of cheerful fortitude at schools, in little homes, in streets and at railway stations unmoved. This is a staunch and true people. In any “war of nerves” it is not they who will falter. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 1, 1939


FREE CITY IS SEIZED


Forster Notifies Hitler of Order Putting Danzig Into the Reich


Special Cable to The New York Times.





DANZIG, Sept. 1—By a decree issued early this morning Albert Forster, Nazi Chief of State, proclaimed the annexation of the Free City to the Reich, thus settling by a fell stroke the original point of contention in the international crisis.


In a telegram to Chancellor Hitler Herr Forster explained his action as necessary to remove “the pressing necessity of our people and State.” Herr Forster also issued a proclamation to the people of Danzig saying the hour awaited for twenty years had arrived because “our Fuehrer, Adolf Hitler, has freed us.”


[A New York Times dispatch from Berlin this morning said Herr Hitler telegraphed Herr Forster today thanking him and all Danzigers, and stating:


“The law for reannexation is in effect immediately.”


The Chancellor stated furthermore, that Herr Forster was appointed head of the civil administration of the Danzig area.]


In a four-article decree Herr Forster declared the Constitution of Danzig no longer valid. He declared himself sole administrator of the Danzig part of the German Reich, and he declared that until the Reich’s legal system had been introduced by command of Herr Hitler all laws except the Constitution remained in effect. Then Herr Forster immediately wired Herr Hitler of his action, begged the Chancellor to give his approval of the move and through Reich law complete the annexation.


The German flag is now flying everywhere over Danzig, Herr Forster said, and all church bells resound to the event. “We thank God,” he declared, “that He gave the Fuehrer the strength and the possibility to free also us from the evil Versailles treaty.”


‘REPUBLIC IS MENACED’


By JERZY SZAPIRO Wireless to The New York Times.


WARSAW, Poland, Sept. 1—“The republic is menaced!” This war cry was splashed over all the front pages of Warsaw newspapers yesterday, including the official Gazeta Polska. The gravest view of the situation is taken here in government circles. The occupation by the Gestapo [German secret police] of Danzig’s main railroad station and of the vital junction to Polish-owned railroads in the Free City was regarded as a challenge that could not be tolerated any longer.


Control of the railroads is one of Poland’s most important prerogatives in Danzig. It is gone by the seizure of the station, through the requisitioning of freight trains and the stoppage of traffic. Other prerogatives like customs control and the free use of the port now exist only on paper. Short of actual occupation of Free City territory by German troops the Nazis already have achieved their aims of Danzig’s incorporation in the Reich.


Poland is seen here as nearing the limits of her patience and calm. There are already signs of impatience among the people, who are wondering why the war has not begun yet in spite of German provocations and Poland’s preparedness. The semi-official Gazeta Polska for the first time uses the word “war” in its editorial commenting on mobilization.


REICH HELD RESPONSIBLE


“Poland’s security is menaced,” it says, “by Germany’s demands and aggressive acts. We have made no demands, territorial or other. We want peace with all our neighbors. We do not want war and hope it will not break out. If it comes, Germany will be responsible for the worst cataclysm in the history of mankind.”


“With superhuman patience,” says the independent Wieczor, “we have tolerated various aggressive acts in the Reich and Danzig; Hitler’s threats, the concentration of German troops on all frontiers, the occupation of Slovakia, the violation of our rights in Danzig, the territorial claims, the inhuman treatment of the Polish minority in Germany, frontier terrorism—these can last no longer.”


Yesterday was very critical. When the news of the occupation of Danzig’s station and the hoisting of swastikas in the Free City reached Warsaw after midnight, it was feared a coup would come this morning. Everything was prepared on the Polish side to strike.


The situation is both tragic and grotesque, it is pointed out here. All Europe is mobilized and prepared for war, but the man responsible for the crisis cannot take the decision of peace or war. Chancellor Hitler’s chances of victory in war or an advantageous agreement lessen daily, it is felt—and yet he hesitates.


War preparations here were speeded yesterday. Railroads were placed on a war basis and taken over by military authorities. Passenger traffic was greatly reduced. Beginning today special passes will be needed for traveling by private persons. Newspapers are full of descriptions of scenes of unparalleled enthusiasm from all parts of the country after the proclamation of general mobilization.


Hundreds of thousands of reservists hurried yesterday to join their units. The first day of full mobilization outwardly differed but little from all the other crisis days. Tram and bus services to Warsaw were slightly reduced, but the streets of the capital were still alive with cars and taxicabs, no restrictions having yet been imposed on gasoline consumption. The food situation is unchanged, which means it is satisfactory apart from the milk shortage in the morning owing to the disturbances of suburban traffic.


In all railroad stations cloakrooms were closed and cleared of trunks and other objects. The reason was the discovery in Warsaw of a German terrorist gang which planned to blow up several public buildings at the outbreak of war. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 1, 1939


WASHINGTON VIEWS THE CRISIS GRAVELY


Outbreak of Hostilities Now Only Matter of Hours, Some Officials Believe


By HAROLD B. HINTON 
Special to The New York Times.





WASHINGTON, Aug. 31—Officials, guided only by incomplete and delayed dispatches from Europe, were inclined today to take the gravest view of the situation abroad, some of them fearing war was merely a matter of hours. Only private and confidential opinions were expressed, as both the State Department and the White House maintained official silence.


President Roosevelt spent most of his day reading press bulletins which were relayed to him and listening to radio news broadcasts. Late in the afternoon, he motored to Carderock, Md., a few miles from Washington, to inspect the Navy Department’s new testing tank there, where large-scale ship models are put through their paces under various conditions. On his return he detoured a short distance to look at the site of the new Naval Hospital under construction at Bethesda, Md.


The terms for a peaceful solution of the crisis outlined in a Berlin broadcast were felt to leave little hope of averting conflict, because they were considered obviously unacceptable to Poland.


[image: image]


Hitler acts against Poland: The port of Gydnia, north of Danzing (toward top of the map) was blockaded this morning. At Glewitz (shown by cross) artillery fire was heard after a Polish-German skirmish had been reported there. Cracow, to the east, was among Polish cities said to have been bombed.


EXPECT POLAND TO FIGHT


The general belief here is that Poland will fight if Germany makes any move into Danzig and that Great Britain and France will at once join as belligerents. The continued German intransigence on the Danzig question, despite the repeated appeals and representations from almost every quarter of the globe, has tended in the past few days to diminish official optimism that war will be averted. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 2, 1939


ROOSEVELT PLEDGE


He Promises Efforts to Keep U. S. Out of War—Thinks It Can Be Done


By FELIX BELAIR Jr. 
Special to The New York Times.





WASHINGTON, Sept. 1—President Roosevelt pledged the nation today to make every effort to keep this country out of war. He said he hoped and believed it could be done.


Then he made a final check-up on the machinery already set up for preserving American neutrality, as well as for swinging military, naval and industrial forces into action in event of any unexpected emergency.


The President’s promise to do all in his power to keep the nation at peace was given as he gravely faced his regular Friday morning press conference. There was little he could say at this critical period in the world’s history, he remarked, except to appeal to the newspapermen present for their full cooperation in adhering as closely as possible to the facts, since this was best not only for this nation but for civilization as a whole.


In this regard, the President set an example for his auditors. He said what he had to say without attempting to minimize or exaggerate the gravity of the European situation. He appeared to be neither exuberant nor depressed by the turn of events that kept him from his bed for all but a few hours last night. Occasionally he was humorous, but throughout his manner was calm.


WOULD “ALLAY ANXIETY”


Later in the day the President let it be known that he would address the nation over the three major broadcasting networks on Sunday night from 10 to 10:15 o’clock, Eastern daylight time, in an effort “to allay anxiety and relieve suspense.” Stephen T. Early, his secretary, who hurried back to Washington from a brief vacation today, said Mr. Roosevelt would speak on international affairs in a manner that would “clearly state our position” and would be of international interest.


The President began his memorable press conference with the explanation that there was little if anything he could say on such anticipated questions as when he would call a special session of Congress and issue a neutrality proclamation. These things, he explained, would have to await developments “over there” during the day, and possibly tomorrow, which would have a direct bearing on any American action.


But if any one had any questions that he was able to answer, Mr. Roosevelt said, he would answer gladly. A reporter observed that the question uppermost in everyone’s mind just now was: “Can we keep out of it?” The President cast his eyes downward for a moment as he pondered the request for comment. Then he replied:


“Only this—that I not only sincerely hope so, but I believe we can, and that every effort will be made by the Administration to so do.”


The President consented readily when permission was asked to quote him directly on his statement. [image: image]
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FRANCE MOBILIZES; 8,000,000 ON CALL


Martial Law Declared Over Entire Country—Daladier Meets Deputies Today


By P. J. PHILIP 
Wireless to The New York Times.





PARIS, Sept. 2 (Passed by Censor)—France’s reply to Germany’s violation of Poland was to decree general mobilization for this morning, establish martial law throughout the country and convoke Parliament for 3 P.M. today so as legally to carry out whatever must be done.


These decrees were approved at a Cabinet council held during yesterday morning without midnight secrecy or undue haste.


ULTIMATUM ORDERED


In the evening the government gave instructions to Ambassador Robert Coulon-dre in Berlin to hand to the Wilhelmstrasse an ultimatum in terms analogous to and in the same sense as the British note which, Prime Minister Chamberlain announced during the afternoon, had been handed in by the British Ambassador.


Only cessation of hostilities in Poland at this time could enable an international conference such as has been suggested to be set up, and hope of such a happening is frail.


There was much speculation tonight as to whether Premier Daladier will alter and enlarge his Cabinet, but the Premier has taken no one into his confidence. It is not possible now to predict that any “Sacred Union” Cabinet will be formed as was done in 1914.


RELIED UPON BY POLES


From the Polish Ambassador, Julius Lukasiewicz, Foreign Minister Georges Bonnet learned officially that fire had been opened by German troops along the Polish frontier at 5:45 o’clock yesterday morning, that airplanes had attacked several centers and that Poland, feeling her independence endangered, placed her reliance on France to fulfill her engagements.


This information and request confirmed news that had been pouring out from the German radio since before 8 A.M. when Albert Forster, Danzig’s chief of state, handed over the Free City to Germany, an event followed by the Reichstag meeting and Chancellor Hitler’s speech.


FORMALITIES OBSERVED


Even as early as that there was no doubt about the French retort, but formalities must be satisfied in a democratic country, which is not ruled by any personal pronoun. So diplomatic activity continued all during the day and Parliament must have its say simultaneously with the preparations being made by the military command.


General Marie Gustave Gamelin, supreme commander of French defense forces, was indeed the first at work yesterday morning, calling on Premier Daladier at 8:45. That was only the first of many meetings during the day. At the Ministry of Marine the Minister, Cesar Campinchi, was in conference with Vice Admiral Jean Darlan, commander of the navy.


It will not be until today, when certain diplomatic situations will have been cleared up and the Chamber of Deputies given its approval that the irrevocable choice between peace and war will be taken.


Meanwhile there is much insistence on what is described as the duplicity of Herr Hitler’s presentation of his case. As on so many previous occasions both in internal and external relations, it is claimed he misrepresented facts and disregarded what did not suit his plans.



POINTS NEVER DELIVERED


In Thursday’s broadcast of his sixteen points, which it is asserted he proposed for a settlement with Poland, it was stated that no answer had been received. Here it is said that unless they were contained in a document which Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop read hurriedly to British Ambassador Sir Nevile Henderson and of which he did not hand over a copy, they were never delivered.


Nevertheless on Wednesday evening the French Ambassador to Poland, Leon Noel, at the request of his government, asked Foreign Minister Josef Beck if he would make another effort at a direct settlement. M. Beck replied that he would and ordered his Ambassador in Berlin, Josef Lipski, to ask for an interview with Herr von Ribbentrop.


When M. Lipski did so he was asked whether he made this request as a plenipotentiary or as Ambassador, and at 7 o’clock Thursday evening he was received by Herr von Ribbentrop. It was only an hour and a half later that the German radio announced the German terms, which it declared had been rejected before they had been discussed and which were, in so far as the Polish Corridor was concerned, much more moderate than anything that had been proposed previously.


Herr Hitler’s evident if not avowed demand, it is said, was that M. Beck should come hat in hand even more humbly than Chancellor Kurt Schuschnigg of Austria and Premier Milan Hodza of Czecho-Slovakia, and should be treated in an even more cavalier manner. Not having had his own way, Herr Hitler opened fire.


The intense diplomatic activity of the last few days here continued at increased pressure as Ambassadors and Ministers sought the latest information for their governments. The United States Ambassador, William C. Bullitt, was among the most active. He made several visits to the Foreign Office, on the second of which, at 1 o’clock, he transmitted President Roosevelt’s strongly worded appeal to Germany and Poland.


Today’s meeting of the Chamber of Deputies and Senate will be “for discussion of an important communication from the government.” It is the second time within living memory that a decision will have to be taken by the elected representatives of France whether or not to go to war with Germany.


Today there will be the same union as there was in 1914. All party meetings which have been held have expressed approval of every step the government has taken.


Hope that peace could be and the belief that it might be arranged have died hard in many hearts. There are still some that think it can, in a sense, be limited to one front only, but there is not a doubt in any one’s mind that in dealing with Hitlerian Germany there is now no alternative for France than to accept the challenge which has been thrown down in Poland. [image: image]
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Nazi Efforts Centered on Preventing Spread of Conflict to the Rest of Europe


HITLER EXPECTED TO REJECT TERMS


Acceptance of Ultimatum of Britain and France Said to Be Out of the Question


‘LITTLE WAR’ IS NAZI AIM


Wireless to The New York Times.





BERLIN, Saturday, Sept. 2—That Chancellor Hitler will accept the Anglo-French ultimatum is regarded here early this morning as out of the question.


In semi-official quarters it is regarded as out of the question because first, all efforts at peaceful solution have failed, even Prime Minister Chamberlain’s own mediation effort, and, second, it is not Herr Hitler’s way to leave “appeals” from Germans in Poland unheeded.


Thus Europe is plunged into a new if undeclared war which, for the moment, is still between Germany and Poland but which has already paralyzed the whole Continent, where more than 10,000,000 men are under arms, and which is rapidly expanding into a test of strength between resurgent Germany and the Western powers.
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Arrows indicate the advances of the Reich’s forces in the north and south of Poland. The Germans hoped to crush Polish resistance before Western powers could interfere.


LOCAL WAR HELD AIM


At the moment, therefore, all German diplomatic efforts are now concentrated in localizing the conflict to keep it down to a “little war” and preventing its expansion into a big war. For that purpose, while emphasizing Herr Hitler’s determination as expressed in his Reichstag speech to “win or die” in his struggle to revise the Versailles settlement in the East, all diplomatic quarters also stress the thesis that Germany does not want anything from the Western powers, least of all war with them.


With that end in view neither mobilization nor war has been declared so far and diplomatic contacts have continued in London throughout the day. Even the “theoretical” possibilities of further negotiations are held open, especially since Josef Lipski, the Polish envoy, is still in town, though assurances that Herr Hitler’s sixteen points, announced Thursday, are still valid are declared to be impossible in view of the Polish rejection of them and military developments.


There is every indication that the possibility of localizing the conflict and keeping the western powers out is seriously entertained in German quarters, which hope to crush Poland’s military resistance before the western powers intervene with force. And the press published yesterday many appeals to western statesmen to understand the meaning of the historic hour and to make right decisions that will create a better and more just peace.


But these hopes dimmed to the vanishing point when late yesterday afternoon Mr. Chamberlain’s speech in the House of Commons became known with its virtual ultimatum to Germany to evacuate Poland or face the alternative of force being met with force in conformity with the doctrine proclaimed by Herr Hitler yesterday morning. Almost simultaneously with that speech Sir Nevile Henderson and Robert Coulondre, the British and French Ambassadors, called on Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop separately and delivered similar notes, which are believed to be in the same terms as Mr. Chamberlain’s speech.


PREPARED FOR EVENTUALITIES


Semi-official quarters and the press declared Germany was prepared for all eventualities and trusted in Herr Hitler and the Germany Army implicitly. But it goes without saying that the entry of the Western powers would completely change the nature of the present conflict and put a strain on Germany’s military and economic capacity, a test of which has yet to be made.


MANY RUSH TO SHELTER


The grim reality of the war was brought home to Germans shortly before 7 o’clock last night when sirens sent thousands scurrying to cover. In a few minutes the streets were completely deserted. There was no way for German residents or any one else to determine whether this was merely a trial or an attack. Natural anxiety was evident, but the regulations apparently were carried out to the letter. Less than half an hour later the lengthy wail of the siren announced that the danger had passed.


Berlin and other German cities will be blacked out indefinitely, by official order. Residents shout warnings to forgetful fellow-citizens who have neglected to cover their windows. A courteous German last night rang the bell of the American Church to inform the pastor that the interior rectory light was visible without suggesting that he cover the window or extinguish the light.


The Reich Civilian Air-Raid Defense Corps was fully mobilized for emergency service. The elevated trains used lights so dim that it was barely possible to discern the features of fellow-passengers. All street lights were extinguished. Fire apparatus, moreover, was stationed at key points.


CAFES DO BIG BUSINESS


Cafes did a rousing business all yesterday. The crowds were quiet and last night small groups were seen standing in the darkened streets eagerly conversing in hushed voices. Yesterday was the first “fish day” which, in the future, will be every Tuesday and Friday. Menus in even the larger hotels frequented by government, party and military leaders were reduced and the rationing system for most essentials is now in full force.


Vehicle owners fortunate enough to have received fuel for their cars were informed that the cars could be used only in life-or-death cases. Pleasure rides are forbidden. Taxis can be obtained only when necessity obviates other means of transportation.


Work clothes were removed from the restricted list and are now purchasable without ration cards. [image: image]
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NEUTRALITY VOTED BY DAIL AT DUBLIN


De Valera Gives Partition as Reason but Hears Strong Opposition In Session


By HUGH SMITH 
Special Cable to The New York Times.





DUBLIN, Sept. 2—The Dail Eireann tonight approved Prime Minister Eamon de Valera’s policy of neutrality in the event of a European war and gave his government the sweeping wartime powers that have been asked.


In his speech to the Dail, Mr. de Valera hinted that it might be necessary to reshuffle his Cabinet and create a special Ministry to control supplies. Arrangements were also being made tonight to establish a press censorship forthwith. For a State that proposes to remain neutral the Administration is abrogating ordinary constitutional rights to a degree equal to that of a country engaged in actual warfare.


Despite Ireland’s remoteness from Central Europe, Dublin, Cork and other large centers here were blacked out tonight, while armed military guards were placed on railways and public buildings.


Even in the face of these official precautions and the calling up of army reserves,  the people here refuse to believe that there is any immediate danger that Ireland will come within the war zone. In fact, ships from England today were again heavily laden with women and children coming to find sanctuary here.


FOOD SUPPLY A PARADOX


Just how far Ireland can maintain her neutrality and send food supplies to Britain is a question that is exercising many minds here. If hostilities with Germany develop on a large scale it is recognized that the export of farm produce from Ireland to Britain and the importation of supplies for Ireland industries from England could be carried on only under the protection of the British fleet. Mr. de Valera himself admitted in the Dail that the preservation of neutrality while having close trade relations with Britain would present many difficult and delicate problems.


OPPOSITION IS EXPRESSED


In the Senate tonight Mr. de Valera heard opposition to his neutrality policy. Senator Sir John Keane, Deputy Governor of the Bank of Ireland, declared that the Conservative and property-owning classes were much dissatisfied with the attitude of neutrality. If Ireland, he said, came out openly with the other Dominions of the British Commonwealth on the side of the democracies that act would do much to unite the country and break down the barriers dividing it.
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Eamon De Valera


Also opposing neutrality was Senator Frank MacDermott, who said:


“There is not a single country in the world whose spiritual and material interests are so immediately affected by this war as our own. If Britain, France and Poland are defeated everything the Irish race has stood for spiritually will go down and this country will be reduced to a state of rags and beggary that it has not known for centuries.”


PARTITION IS EMPHASIZED


In his speech Mr. de Valera stressed that the partition of Ireland was a stumbling block to any whole-hearted cooperation with Britain.


“I know,” he said, “that there are strong sympathies in this country with regard to the present issue, but I do not think that any one would suggest that the official policy of this State should be other than neutrality.”


So many American citizens have been left here awaiting ships home that United States Consul William Small at Cork has found it necessary to issue a public appeal asking for lodgings for them. This announcement suggests that Americans returning home from Europe may find Ireland a suitable place to await transport across the Atlantic. [image: image]
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CAN THE UNITED STATES KEEP OUT OF THE WAR?


By HAROLD B. HINTON





WASHINGTON, Sept. 2—The questioner who asked President Roosevelt at his press conference yesterday whether the United States can stay out of the European war was demanding of the Chief Executive the powers of a soothsayer. The President made the oracular response—which is the only one possible—that he hoped and believed the country could stay clear and that his Administration would do all that lay in its power to keep it clear.


There is no secret about which side in the conflict enjoys the sympathy of President Roosevelt, Secretary of State Hull, the entire Administration, nearly all of Congress and the overwhelming majority of the American public. The President’s job in the difficult days to come will resemble that of Woodrow Wilson in 1914, 1915 and 1916 in that he must, to carry out his promise of yesterday, try to curb the natural sentimental reactions of public opinion in order to follow a pragmatic course of conduct that will have as its goal only the enlightened self-interest of the United States.


QUESTION OF WAR GUILT


So far as public opinion can be gauged here, there is every indication that the American people do not want to be involved in the European war as it stands at this writing.


Professional feelers of pulses believe that this frame of public mind will continue for some time—perhaps for a year or more. Then, the accumulation of dislikes (likes are not very important in determining mass psychology in wartime, experts believe) will bring national reaction to a focal point.


The question of war guilt has already been argued, and it will be a subject for argument in the free forums of American public opinion for a long time. Chancellor Hitler, replying to President Roosevelt’s peace appeals, asserted that he had tried in every conceivable manner, including an acceptance of the British offer of mediation, to arrive at a peaceable solution, but that the Poles were too determined on armed arbitrament.


Prime Minister Chamberlain, in his speech to the House of Commons yesterday, was equally certain that the German Chancellor had done nothing of the kind and that on the Fuehrer’s shoulders rested the responsibility for the catastrophe that seemed about to engulf Europe.


FINGER POINTED AT HITLER


Even those who have disagreed with Mr. Roosevelt’s foreign policy concede that he has consistently pointed to Chancellor Hitler as the potential aggressor who might plunge the whole world into war. The President’s conviction on this score, which has been fully shared by Mr. Hull, has been expressed on repeated occasions in language that was not even veiled by the niceties of official usage.


In his struggles with Congress the President has tried to keep before the eyes of the legislators the spectacle he envisaged of a growth in aggression, whether military, political or economic, which would eventually involve the interests of the United States. That is to say, he foresaw a time, even if that should be years and years ahead, when the United States would have to decide, perhaps all alone, whether it could live in a world where brute force was the only determinant.


Believing that this country’s answer would be in the negative, when and if the issue were directly posed, the President has tried to lead the nation into taking part in the prevention of the very situation which has now arisen. He has had little success.


The United States Government has undoubtedly taken greater precautions than were dreamed of in 1914 to cushion the impact of European war on this country’s national life. Plans drawn in advance (largely as a result of the war scare preceding the Munich agreement of last September) have thus far worked efficiently to promote the evacuation of American citizens from danger zones, to keep the financial structure of the country, including the Stock Exchanges, functioning as nearly normally as possible, and to approach closely as that can be done to “business as usual.”


There has been complete absence of hysteria on the part of hard-worked and sleepless officials. Each one appeared to know in advance what he was supposed to do and has done it. The advent of the current European situation undoubtedly found the United States in a much better state of preparation than was the case twenty-five years ago.


Even under these favorable conditions, however, there has been an appreciable upset in the nation’s normal routine in the two days that hostilities have been actually under way. Stock and bond quotations fluctuated up and down. Investors and speculators were trying to divine what the value of these securities would be in a world pretty generally involved in war.


UPSET TO NATION


The mere fact of cutting off telephonic communication with most of the continent of Europe, for private users, had an unsettling social and economic effect. Distressed Americans were unable to talk with relatives traveling or living in Europe. Merchants and bankers were unable to conclude quick deals involving profits to be made only with dispatch.


Thus, if Congress should come into session immediately the isolationists would be in a confused situation. They would have to admit that the war makes some difference to the United States. On the other hand, they would be prodded by a measurable segment of public opinion at home urging them to keep out of “that mess” at all costs, the implication to them being that the best thing to do would be to do nothing.


FLUIDITY IN OUR POLICY


All of these divergent thoughts must course through President Roosevelt’s mind as he weighs the best path to follow in these early days of the conflict. In this time of lightning developments he has resolved, and has told his helpers to resolve, that fluidity of policy is of the essence. Every department and agency in Washington is on an hour-to-hour basis for an indeterminate period.


For the moment the war news naturally outweighs all else in importance here. For the moment the 1940 Presidential campaign has been forgotten, but that situation will not last long. The President will have to appease fears that he will exploit the situation in favor of a third-term candidacy, or for the purpose of perpetuating the Democratic party in power, as time goes on.


Just now it can be reported that national anxiety has produced at least a semblance of national unity behind the President’s declared policy of keeping the country out of war. That is not to say that there will be lacking, a little later, tedious and tendentious arguments about the best way to realize that aim. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 3, 1939


London Kills Zoo Snakes Lest Air Raid Free Them


Wireless to The New York Times.





LONDON, Sept. 2—All poisonous snakes and insects and the deadly black widow spider at the London Zoo have been destroyed in case they should obtain their freedom during an air raid.


All the zoo’s valuable animals are being evacuated to the Whipsnade Zoo in Bedfordshire. Ba-Bar, the baby elephant, made the journey there today. Two giant pandas, four of the eight chimpanzees who amuse children with their daily tea party, the rare zebras and the orangutans are already safely in their new home.


Thousands of Londoners are having pets destroyed at clinics, particularly dogs which would be terrified by gunfire. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 3, 1939


SOUTH AMERICANS SEE GAINS


They Hope Sale of Surpluses to Warring Nations Will Give Them Prosperity


By JOHN H. WHITE 
Special Cable to The New York Times.





BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, Sept. 2—South America’s reaction to the European conflict has been almost exclusively commercial. War means immediate wealth for virtually all South American countries by creating a heavy demand for their raw materials.


At present there are huge unsold stocks of almost all these raw materials in all South American countries. War in Europe, therefore, offers an easy, painless remedy for existing serious economic ills.


This would react favorably on more than one shaky government, as political troubles in South America are closely linked with economic troubles. When times are good and prices stationary, almost any kind of government can stay in power. When prices fall and banks begin closing on notes and mortgages, it is difficult for any government to remain in office except by force.


BUSINESS MEN WANT WAR


It is no exaggeration to say business men—Britons, Americans and other foreigners, as well as Argentinians—welcome war. They make no attempt to hide their eagerness.


It is also true than many economists in government positions welcome war in Europe as an opportunity to get themselves and their governments out of some of the monetary and other financial and economic messes into which they have got themselves. But they are not openly expressing their hopes, as are business men.


With very few exceptions the economic ills of virtually all South American countries have been aggravated rather than alleviated by the remedies applied. In most cases these remedies have consisted of South American versions of directed economy measures designed in the United States, Great Britain and elsewhere to cure industrial ills. They have not worked when applied to non-industrial new countries that depend almost exclusively on agriculture and mining.


To say that business men greet with glee a war to put an end to such a situation is to put it mildly—provided the war occurs in Europe, of course.


With the exception of the Chaco war between Bolivia and Paraguay and several serious civil wars in Brazil, the present generation in South American countries does not know what war means. Even those that followed the United States into the World War on the side of the Allies felt none of war’s suffering or hardships. They have no direct political interest in the present conflict in Europe and contemplate no trouble in maintaining a detached and profitable neutrality, unless the United States should be dragged in.


In that case several South American republics would undoubtedly join the same side as the United States, although probably not in an active role.


PREFER ITALIAN FASCISM


The ideology of Premier Mussolini and Generalissimo Francisco Franco of Spain has a much stronger appeal to South Americans than Chancellor Hitler’s. Unless Italy or Spain becomes seriously involved, South American countries probably will have little difficulty in maintaining a purely academic interest in the political issues at stake. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 4, 1939


Chamberlain Talk Announcing War


By The Associated Press.





LONDON, Sept. 3—Following is the text of the address by Prime Minister Chamberlain this morning:


I am speaking to you from the Cabinet Room from 10 Downing Street.


This morning the British Ambassador in Berlin handed to the German Government a final note stating that unless we heard from them by 11 o’clock that they were preparing at once to withdraw their troops from Poland a state of war would exist between us.


I have to tell you now that no such undertaking has been received and in consequence this country is at war with Germany.


You can imagine what a bitter blow it is to me that all my long struggle to win peace has failed.


Yet I cannot believe that there is anything more or anything different that I could have done that would have been more successful.


Up to the very last it would have been quite possible to arrange a peaceful and honorable settlement between Germany and Poland but Chancellor Hitler would not have it.


He had evidently made up his mind to attack Poland whatever happened, although he now says that he put forward reasonable proposals which were rejected by the Poles. That is not a true statement.


[image: image]


British Prime Minister Nevile Chamberlain.


The proposals were never shown to the Poles nor to us and although they were announced in the German broadcast on Thursday night Herr Hitler did not wait to hear comment on them but ordered his troops to cross the Polish frontier next morning.


His action shows convincingly that there is no chance of expecting that this man will ever give up his intention of using force to gain his will.


And he can only be stopped by force.


We and France are today, in fulfillment of our obligations, going to the aid of Poland, who is so bravely resisting this wicked and unprovoked attack on her people.


We have a clear conscience.


We have done all that any country could do to establish peace. But a situation in which no word given by Germany’s ruler could be trusted and no people or country could feel itself safe has become intolerable.


And now we have resolved to finish it. I know you will all play your part with calm courage. At such a moment as this the assurances of support we have received from the empire are a source of profound encouragement to us.


When I have finished speaking certain detailed announcements will be made on behalf of the government. These need your close attention.


The government have made plans under which it will be possible to carry on the work of the nation in the days of stress and strain which may be ahead of us.


These plans need your help. You may be taking your part in the fighting services or as a volunteer in one of the branches of civil defense. If so, you will report for duty in accordance with the instructions you receive.


You may be engaged in work essential to the prosecution of the war, for maintenance of the life of people in factories, in transport and public utility concerns and in the supply of the other necessaries of life.


If so, it is of vital importance that you should carry on with your job.


Now may God bless you all and may He defend the right. For it is evil things that we shall be fighting against, brute force, bad faith, injustice, oppression and persecution. And against them I am certain that right will prevail. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 4, 1939


ITALY FAILS TO ACT AS HER ALLY FIGHTS


Rome Plans to Stay Neutral Unless Attacked—Fascist Moves Kept Secret


By HERBERT L. MATTHEWS 
Special Cable to The New York Times.





ROME, Sept. 4—Although Great Britain and France are at war with Germany, Italy has taken no step to join her Axis partner. She remains friendly to Germany but neutral, and she will make no move against the French and British unless attacked. This was made clear in Premier Mussolini’s newspaper, the Popolo d’Italia, this morning, which reaffirmed the declaration of neutrality contained in the Council of Ministers’ communiqué Friday.


Whether there is any possibility of Italy going beyond that attitude toward one side or the other cannot be stated yet, for the Italians continue to be completely secret. Since history always repeats itself, one may well suppose that the French and British are doing everything they can to win Italian benevolence, if not aid. That is the normal and natural thing for them to do whether they have hopes for success or not. After all, diplomatic relations between Rome and Paris and London continue on a friendly basis, and none need be surprised if André François-Poncet and Sir Percy Loraine, the French and British Ambassadors, who see Count Ciano, the Foreign Minister, so often these days, should be exerting their greatest efforts to win Italy away from Germany. It is their business to do so.


ATTITUDE IS NOT CHANGING


None can say yet what success, if any, they are having. So far as today is concerned there is that Popolo d’Italia article to go upon, which indicates clearly enough that Italy is not changing her attitude because Britain and France have entered the conflict. Although it was printed before those countries acted it was written at a time when there could be no doubt of what was going to happen.


The editorial begins by saying that the Council of Ministers’ communiqué should be “re-read and meditated.” Its words were “sculpted in stone,” says the editorial, meaning that it was meant to last.


From Premier Mussolini’s efforts for “peace with justice,” two things are to be deduced. It continues:


First, that notwithstanding certain foreign interpretations which are too hasty or ingenuous nothing is changed on the plane of Italo-German friendship.


Second, that Signor Mussolini has worked not only for the solution of the German-Polish problem but for all other problems which like this one now being solved by arms, have their origin in the Versailles Treaty.


“It is therefore natural,” the article goes on, “that whatever happens, whether the German-Polish conflict remains localized or spreads to a catastrophe, the Duce’s work—that is to say the work that will give a just peace to the Italian people and Europe—continues.”


There are two things about that editorial that should not be missed. One is insistence on the revising of the Versailles Treaty. The idea first cropped out August 30 in another Popolo d’Italia editorial, thought to have been written by Signor Mussolini himself. It was repeated in the Ministerial Council’s communiqué and all Italian comment yesterday, while today it is again emphasized. One should, therefore, feel entitled to believe that so far as Italy is concerned revision of the Versailles Treaty (by which Italians really mean the granting of what was promised to them in the Treaty of London) would satisfy her demands for “justice with peace.” If she could get that “justice with peace” without fighting or by going with one or the other side, one must also suppose she would act accordingly.


[image: image]


Benito Mussolini with Adolf Hitler, ca. 1939.


Premier Edouard Daladier of France in his speech before the Chamber of Deputies Saturday made clear the overtures to Italy. After paying homage to the “noble efforts” of the Italian Government on behalf of peace he said “if the attempt at conciliation were renewed we are ready to associate ourselves with it.”


Italy’s claims are chiefly against France and if the French were now willing to rectify them there is little doubt that M. Francois-Poncet has been telling Count Ciano that in the last few days. However, both French and British embassies deny that there was any contact with the Foreign Minister today.


The other thing to note in the Popolo d’Italia’s editorial is its insistence that Signor Mussolini is continuing his peace work. Signor Mussolini’s first openly mentioned peace work was the cessation of hostilities and the five-power conference, to which Viscount Halifax, British Foreign Secretary, referred Saturday. It was turned down regretfully and no mention that it was an Italian peace move has appeared in this country’s press.


However, it is important to note that this was not an Axis move, it was an Italian move. Italy did not intervene to give Germany what she wanted; Italy intervened for peace. In so doing Italy took a stand at variance with Germany’s.


Further than that one cannot go, and, indeed, the official attitude is that “nothing is changed on the plane of Italo-German friendship.” The press continues its violent support of Germany, although at the same time it prints Polish official communiqués in full. The Polish diplomatic staff incidentally remains here and continues, apparently, on friendly relations with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.


There has been one war measure announced here today—starting today dance halls will be closed. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 4, 1939


CANADA DECLARES AUTOMATIC ENTRY


Prime Minister King on Radio Asserts Necessity of Step—Arrest of Nazis Begun


By JOHN MacCORMAC 
Special to The New York Times.





OTTAWA, Sept. 3—On the principle that “when Britain is at war, Canada is at war,” first laid down by the great French-Canadian Prime Minister, Sir Wilfred Laurier, Canada automatically entered the struggle against Hitlerism at 6 o’clock this morning when the British ultimatum to Berlin expired.


Canada’s entry had been a foregone conclusion since French-Canada’s chief representative in the present government, Minister of Justice Ernest Lapointe, had told Parliament last March that neutrality would be impossible for the Dominion in practice if the mother country were engaged.


It became certain on Friday when Prime Minister Mackenzie King cabled Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain that his government would recommend effective wartime cooperation with Britain to the Dominion Parliament.


Today nothing still remained to be decided but the degree of Canadian participation. Events and the wishes of the British Government are likely to play so large a part in this that it is quite likely Mr. King’s recommendations to the special session of Parliament, called for Thursday, may not include the immediate dispatch of even a volunteer expeditionary force.


“Our first concern,” said Prime Minister King in a broadcast speech late in the afternoon, “is with the defense of Canada. To be helpful to others we must ourselves be strong, secure and united. Our effort will be voluntary.”


SUPPLY ORGANIZATION SPED


In the process of defending herself Canada will recruit new soldiers and train them. Later, if and when the British Government indicates the need for an expeditionary force and it becomes apparent that Canada is in no great danger of attack, there is no doubt that such a force will be sent.


Meanwhile, the Dominion will organize herself as a source of supply of food and war essentials.


At 9 A.M. the Canadian Cabinet met to put Canada for the second time in twenty-five years on a war footing. A 6-year-old girl leading a spotted dog was the only lay spectator. But as the hours passed crowds and camera men gathered.


ARMY CHIEF ARRIVES


They saw Major Gen. T. V. Anderson, Chief of the General Staff, in civilian clothes but with an empty coat sleeve to proclaim his trade, dash up in a motor car to join the Cabinet conclave.


Not until he had listened to King George’s speech to the Empire did Prime Minister King emerge. He returned in the afternoon to make his broadcast appeal to Canadians for a united war effort.


Already the streets of this capital were echoing with bugle calls, but they were a call to the colors by a local militia unit. From all over Canada come reports of active recruiting. The young men are joining up with as much readiness as in 1914.


The end of Hitlerism was the only issue in this war, Prime Minister King told the Canadian people.


ACTIVE NAZIS ARRESTED


The Canadian Mounted Police, reinforced by 500 former members, have started arresting active Nazis in Canada. They will be sent to internment camps if their numbers require such action.


The government reiterated, however, that the war would not be allowed to make any differences to United States citizens who wish to come to Canada, either on business or as tourists. Commenting on a report that Colonial Airways had asked New Yorkers flying to Canada to bring their passports, F. C. Blair, director of immigration, said this was totally unnecessary.


An appointment which met wide approval was that of Walter Thompson, publicity chief of the Canadian National Railways and chief press officer on the royal pilot train during the recent royal visit, as chief press censor.


Press censorship, delayed while the government awaited Britain’s declaration of war, goes into effect tomorrow and the partial radio censorship will become more stringent and widespread. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 4, 1939


AUSTRALIA AT WAR, RESOLVED TO WIN


Many Volunteer For Service in Commonwealth Forces as Units Are Called


Wireless to The New York Times.





MELBOURNE, Australia, Sept. 3—Prime Minister Robert G. Menzies announced tonight that Australia was at war with Germany.


The Prime Minister acted after he had broadcast a statement announcing that the Commonwealth would join Britain in war on the Reich. The proclamation declaring Australia in a state of war with Germany was signed by the Governor General, Lord Gowrie, at an urgent meeting of the Executive Council tonight.


Brigadier Geoffrey A. Street, Defense Minister, announced that the navy air force had been fully mobilized on a war basis and that a number of mili tia units had been called up for special duty, but that no immediate call would be made for recruits.


WAR PLANS ARE RUSHED


The Ministers, who had gone to Canberra for a meeting of Parliament Wednesday, immediately set in motion the last phases of the Commonwealth’s war plans.


Speaking over 125 national and commercial stations at 9:15 P.M., Mr. Menzies said:


“It is my melancholy duty to announce officially that in consequence of Germany’s persistence in her invasion of Poland, Britain has declared war, and as a result Australia also is at war.


“Britain and France with the cooperation of the dominions struggled to avoid this tragedy. They have patiently kept the door to negotiation open and have given no cause for aggression, but their efforts failed. We, therefore, as a great family of nations involved in the struggle must at all costs win, and we believe in our hearts that we will win.”


Mr. Menzies outlined the course of recent events in Europe and declared it would exhibit the history of some of the most remarkable instances of ruthlessness and indifference to common humanity that the darkest centuries of European history could scarcely parallel and demonstrate that Adolf Hitler had steadily pursued a policy deliberately designed to produce either war or the subjugation of one country after another by the threat of war.


“Bitter as we all feel at this wanton crime,” Mr. Menzies concluded, “this moment is not for rhetoric but for quiet thinking and that calm fortitude which rests on the unconquerable spirit of man created by God in His image. The truth is with us in the battle; truth must win. In the bitter months ahead, calmness, resoluteness, confidence and hard work will be required as never before.


“Our staying power, particularly that of the mother country, will be best assisted by keeping production going as fully as we can and maintaining our strength. Australia is ready to see it through. May God in His mercy and compassion grant that the world will soon be delivered from this agony.”


A steady stream of men is calling at military headquarters offering their services, but so far only militia personnel, coast defenses, anti-aircraft batteries and other units required to protect vulnerable areas have been called. Members of the citizen air force have been called and also certain members of the Royal Australian Air Force Reserve.


While German citizens will be liable to internment a large proportion of the refugees will be allowed liberty, subject to strict surveillance.


NEW ZEALAND COME IN


Wireless to The New York Times.


WELLINGTON, N. Z., Sept. 4—Governor General Viscount Galway this morning proclaimed that New Zealand was at war with Germany and would give the fullest consideration to British suggestions as to the methods by which the common cause might best be aided.


DIVISION IN SOUTH AFRICA


Special Cable to The New York Times.


CAPE TOWN, South Africa, Sept. 4—The Union Cabinet, scheduled to meet this morning, is reported to be split over the question of supporting Britain in the war with Germany.


There was a prolonged Cabinet meeting last night and it is understood that the members were divided seven to six in favor of cooperation with the British Commonwealth as opposed to neutrality. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 4, 1939


Editorial


WAR GUILT





The publication of the full exchange of messages between the British and German Governments from Aug. 22 and the terrible events of the last few days only serve to make it clearer than ever that the sole responsibility for the present catastrophe rests on the shoulders of one man—Adolf Hitler.


If this correspondence is published in Germany—and especially if, as seems more likely, the German end of the correspondence alone is published there—no doubt millions of Germans, with no outside sources of information, may continue to think that Hitler’s course was justified. They can do so only if their memories have forgotten the events of the last few years and wiped out the trail of broken pledges that Hitler left behind him in his series of diplomatic advances.


The correspondence reveals an ever patient and persistent Chamberlain, seizing upon every hope of pacific adjustment, and a Hitler finally determined to carry his threats to the point of actual war and stooping to new depths of brazen mendacity for the effect upon his own people. So reasonable and patient were the messages of Chamberlain and of the British Ambassador, that Hitler was driven to pretend that it was vital for Germany that the questions at issue should be settled, not merely in a matter of weeks, or even days, but of hours. To make this pretext look anything but ridiculous he coolly invented “killings” and “barbaric actions of maltreatment” (of the German population in Poland) “which cry to heaven.” It was precisely the technique adopted in alleging Czech persecutions a year before.


The only message from the German Government that is written in a tone of reason—though it still demanded return of Danzig and a German corridor through the Corridor—is the proposed “sixteen-point” settlement of the Polish question which the German Foreign Minister read to the British Ambassador at top speed at midnight on Aug. 30. It is now entirely obvious that this “offer” was never intended for serious two-sided discussion, but was merely framed as a propaganda document for the benefit of a German people already plunged into war. When the British Ambassador, hearing it for the first time, asked for the text, he was told that it was already too late, as a Polish plenipotentiary had not arrived in Berlin by that midnight as had been demanded by the German Government.


This demand had been handed to the British Ambassador only the evening before. The British, in their note two days previously (Aug. 28) had already informed the German Government that they had “received definite assurance from the Polish Government that they are prepared to enter into discussions.” The German Government could then have sent for the Polish Ambassador; but it demanded instead that within twenty-four hours after its note to the British (which made no mention of the later announced sixteen points) the Poles send an emissary “empowered not only to discuss but to conduct and conclude negotiations.” No doubt if the Poles had been willing or able to comply, this emissary would have been treated as Schuschnigg and others had been before him. This technique could not be used on a mere Ambassador, and Hitler apparently had little hope that he could work it again in any case, for he set a time schedule with which it was virtually impossible for the British or Poles to comply.


One internal evidence of the fraudulent character of the whole German negotiations is significant. In the sixteen-point proposal Hitler and von Ribbentrop declare their willingness to wait as long as twelve months—in fact, insist on at least that period—before the plebiscite to settle the fate of the Corridor. Yet in their messages to the British they declare that it is impossible to wait more than two days for the arrival of the Polish negotiator they had demanded!


Even after Hitler had launched his attack on Poland and bombarded open towns, the British and French held off from announcing a state of war for two days, advising the German Government that if it would agree to withdraw its forces Great Britain “would be willing to regard the position as being the same as it was before the German forces crossed the frontier” and would be open to discussion on the matters between the German and Polish Governments.


This time the record could hardly be clearer than it is. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 5, 1939


HULL ISSUES ORDER


NEUTRALITY EDICTS


Proclamations of Our Status and Arms Ban to Be


Issued Today


Special to The New York Times.





WASHINGTON, Sept. 4—Following upon the heels of the sinking of the Athenia yesterday the United States took its first sweeping step to insure neutrality in the European war when Secretary Hull tonight issued an order drastically restricting travel by Americans to and from Europe.
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Secretary Cordell Hull, signing the Neutrality Proclamation, 1939.


Under the order, issued unexpectedly this evening, “imperative necessity” must be proved by any prospective traveler to Europe before a passport can be obtained. On return to this country the passport will be taken up and locked in the State Department. In no case shall a passport be granted for more than a six-month visit.


Minute details of the reason for a journey to Europe must be supplied, as well as of the identity of the applicant. Documentary evidence must be furnished as to the imperativeness of the trip. False or misleading statements will be punished by a fine up to $2,000, imprisonment up to five years, or both.


DECISION MADE ON PROCLAMATIONS


Meanwhile President Roosevelt and his Cabinet decided that the United States Government would declare its neutrality in the war tomorrow in two proclamations, one setting forth the status of this nation as a neutral under international law and the other establishing an arms embargo against present belligerents as required by our neutrality statute.


The decision to this effect was reached at a specially called Cabinet meeting this afternoon, at which means for convoying American nationals safely home and for putting a ban on war-profiteering in this country were also discussed.


The order by Secretary Hull in regard to travel by Americans came after he had conferred with President Roosevelt. The restriction on Americans traveling to Europe was regarded here as a far-reaching move to prevent this country being drawn into the conflict through the presence of her citizens on foreign flag ships attacked by a belligerent.


That part of the departmental order requiring the return of passports to the State Department was taken as a definite step to prevent these valuable identification documents from finding their way into the hands of spies or other agents of foreign governments. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 7, 1939


HITLER ‘REPORTED’ AS MENTALLY ILL


Professor H. C. Steinmetz Says This Statement Was Made by a ‘Leading Physician’


By The Associated Press.





PALO ALTO, Calif., Sept. 6—Before a group of social psychologists, Professor Harry C. Steinmetz of San Diego State College repeated today what he termed “a report or calumny” that Adolf Hitler was suffering from a severe mental disorder and was under the almost constant care of an physician.


Professor Steinmetz said that the statement was made to him by “a leading American research physician, recently returned from Germany.” He did not name the physician.


The report “or calumny” said that Hitler’s affliction was paranoid manic depression. It is a supposedly incurable mental disease which causes its victims to have alternate fits of depression and elation, complicated by delusions that they are being persecuted.


Professor Steinmetz, addressing a division of the American Psychological Association, made the remark in a technical discussion of what he termed increasing paranoid conditions.


He asserted that whole peoples or groups were being subjected to a sort of national paranoid infection—that is, in their collective thinking and acting, particularly under prolonged, unusual stress.


Erroneous beliefs, he said, became a center of paranoid infection, especially under social disorganization and tension. Such stresses, he added, might cause people to take refuge in delusions, in “rationalizations” or excuse making, or in “defense mechanisms,” described as mental tendencies designed to thwart expected trouble.


Such centers of infection, he added, could facilitate the spread of paranoid conditions among individuals, making their social organization progressively more dependent upon the very persons affected.


Features of paranoid conditions which he named included delusions of grandeur as well as of persecution; “retrospective falsification,” a chronic course through suspicion, retreat and defense to delusion, illusion and attack.


Discussing recent potential modifications of the definition of “paranoia,” Professor Steinmetz referred to the Oxford Group and “the bourgeois moral rearmament craze” as being “within the hypothetical classification of euphoric paranoidal delusion.” [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 7, 1939


GERMAN INDUSTRIES PUT ON A WAR BASIS


Long Lists of Regulations Are Being Issued Daily


Wireless to The New York Times.





BERLIN, Sept. 6—The mobilization of Germany’s industrial organization is proceeding at top speed. Long lists of specific regulations for different industries are published daily. They are designed to turn German business life into a unified mechanism for the most efficient carrying on of the war.


Workers who will be forced to change jobs, leaving unessential industries to augment labor in the essential ones, will no longer receive the same wages that they received in their original jobs as they have in the past. They must accept the wage scale of the new industry in which they are placed. The Reich Labor Organization will give weekly allowances up to 19 marks for those whose new jobs necessitate their living away from home.


Those who have incurred special obligations, which the wage scale of their new jobs makes them unable to meet, will receive financial assistance in order to meet these obligations.


The new impost of 50 per cent of one’s income is meant to apply to all income whether derived from wages, salary or otherwise, according to the newly issued explanation of the original “war economy” decree issued Monday. This means that in addition to having to take a reduction in wages, workers must also pay a higher tax on earnings.


The new “Reich compulsory service law” issued today obligates manufacturers to operate their businesses as directed by the government in the best interests of the nation as decreed by the latter’s agencies.


Berliners already are being deprived of their little luxuries on a scale unknown hitherto even under the Nazi régime. Tobacco and cigars are more expensive and unobtainable in some districts where would-be purchasers found all tobacconists “closed for stock-taking.”


Berlin beer, never the stoutest of brews, is 20 per cent thinner. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 10, 1939


PLEDGE AT LONDON


Ministry’s Declaration Sets Plans for Britain To Fight to End


By FREDERICK T. BIRCHALL 
Special Cable to The New York Times.





LONDON, Sept. 9—This highly significant official statement of government policy, the most important made for Great Britain since Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain announced that this country was at war, was issued tonight:


At their meeting this morning the War Cabinet decided to base their policy on the assumption that the war will last three years or more.


Instructions are being issued to all government departments to insure that plans for the future shall at once be prepared on this assumption.


In the meantime all measures for which preparation has already been made are being brought fully into active operation.


In furtherance of the expanded defense programs already operating, the Minister of Supply will forthwith take the necessary steps to insure that productive capacity for munitions of all kinds is increased on the scale required to meet every possible issue.


Corresponding arrangements are being made at the Admiralty and the Air Ministry.


In the great national interest, however, the civil needs of the country will be borne in mind as well as the importance of maintaining the export trade.


The War Cabinet are confident that this significant decision will meet with the whole-hearted support of the British people and will be welcomed by their allies and friends.


A REPLY OF DOUBLE FORCE


This is the British Government’s emphatic and unmistakable answer to suggestions thrown out in the day’s speech by Field Marshal Hermann Goering, published here, that in the light of German successes to date, Great Britain might be prepared to reconsider her position with regard to peace or war.


It is also a reply to certain wishful thinkers here who have been taking at face value the well-promulgated rumors of discontent inside the German lines, of food riots and strikes of women in the German cities, which inner official circles in London appraise at their actual worthlessness.


It is an answer, in fact, that once more carries mature men with good memories back to the somewhat analogous situation in 1914, when the wishful thinkers of that day were confidently asserting that the war would be finished in six months, until Earl Kitchener, rising in his place in the House of Lords, electrified the nation by soberly announcing that it would be, not a short, but a long war, carried on to the finish, “if not by us, then by those who come after us and take our place in the conflict.”


In official quarters the emphasis is being laid, not so much on the assumption in the Cabinet statements that the war will last three years or more, but on the pledge that Great Britain is determined to see it through. In this there is not the slightest doubt that the government expresses the firm resolve of the nation as a whole.


The answer to Field Marshal Goering is a quite secondary matter. His speech, which, apart from his appeal to Britain to reconsider her position, is regarded here as a curious mixture of braggadocio and reasonableness, has happened to come at a time when an unequivocal declaration of the British position was needed. Goering’s speech furnished an excuse for making it.


Obviously, as it seems here, Field Marshal Goering was making, none too skillfully, another attempt to divide Britain and France, a manoeuvre that has cropped out frequently in recent German propaganda.


His exaggerations of the undoubted success which has so far attended the overwhelming and wonderfully well equipped German attack on Poland and his deliberate minimizing of the powers of resistance still inherent in the still unbroken Polish Army is regarded as characteristic of the man and his party and not worth a serious effort at refutation. The real point of the Goering speech, it is felt, lies in its appeal to Prime Minister Chamberlain.


GERMAN HOPES CALLED MISTAKEN


Evidently the German leaders are still hoping against hope that the Franco-British resolution to fight Nazism to the bitter end is not irrevocable. They will soon learn how mistaken that hope is.


As to the war operations thus far, the preliminary moves on the Western Front can scarcely be intelligently analyzed here, because so little that is really authoritative is known about them.


For the moment the real center of activity is still Poland; and the situation there is not yet so desperate as the German propagandists—who yesterday were professing that Warsaw was already in their possession when it wasn’t—would have it.


The facts to date seem to be that the Germans invaded Poland with some fifty or sixty divisions. Of this huge and marvelously equipped force, some ten divisions were completely mechanized and therefore able to move extremely fast. The German success is regarded here as largely due to this factor.


Another factor largely in the Germans’ favor was their overwhelming superiority in the air, which enabled their planes to break up Polish counter-attacks before they had time to develop and to paralyze the valuable efforts developing in the back areas.


By using thirty of their divisions there, the Germans were able almost at the outset to seize the great Silesian area containing the richest supply of Poland’s raw materials.


Meanwhile their mechanized divisions from Pomerania drove eastward across the Corridor, while from East Prussia ten divisions advanced southwest. The big pincers move was aimed to lop off the great manufacturing area west of Warsaw.


But it is not over yet. Warsaw has been holding out; and Poland is likely to keep the German armies busy for some time to come, while the French press the advantages they have already gained on the Western Front.


And meanwhile the German leaders—and the German public, if it is ever permitted to know the facts—have something to think about in the firm expression of Britain’s high resolve, just made. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 10, 1939


ALL OF LIFE IN BRITAIN TRANSFORMED BY WAR


A Theatreless London Goes Black at Night and the Country, Filled With Refugees, Experiences a Rebirth


By JAMES B. RESTON 
Wireless to The New York Times.





LONDON, Sept. 9—The world’s largest city folds up every night now just like London, Ohio. After a week of war there is not a single play or movie in town; there is not a chink of light in Piccadilly Circus; the big restaurants are deserted, and the boys didn’t even play football in London today.


The only establishment that seems to have gained by the government’s decision to keep theatres and sports events closed—the theory is that a single bomb might kill hundreds if they were packed together—is the “pub.” There is definitely a boom in the drink business and already some persons are worried.


“Drink in excess may be an ally of the enemy,” warns The Evening Standard darkly, and adds:


“The open door at the public house is partly due to the closed entrance at the cinema and the locked turnstiles at Chelsea and Highbury. The cinemas are still open in Warsaw and Paris. Madrid watched Charlie Chaplin when Franco was beating at the gates of the city.… We don’t want to fiddle while Europe burns. But we will fight none the worse for an occasional glimpse of Ginger Rogers.”


George Bernard Shaw has been firing his merry shafts at the government for this theatre decision, too. He not only wants the theatres opened but more theatres built and all actors exempted from military service. He calls the government’s decision “a masterstroke of unimaginative stupidity.” This pressure forced slight modifications yesterday, and from now on Ginger Rogers will be fighting on the Allied side—at least in a few safe areas on the outskirts of the city.


TO IMAGINE NEW YORK—


The best way to understand what has happened to London this week is to imagine what New York would be like under similar conditions.


If you can possibly imagine all the youngsters from the lower East Side and Hell’s Kitchen and Brooklyn and the Bronx suddenly thrown into every corner of every safe mansion in Westchester and upper New York State and New Jersey you will have a vague idea of what the evacuation was like.…


If you can imagine those white New York ambulances rolling up to Gotham Hospital on East Seventy-sixth Street and to Bronx Maternity and Women’s Hospital on the Concourse and to every other hospital in town, rolling up and carrying away every patient who could possibly be moved you will know something about this tragic exodus.…


If you can see the people in those walk-ups on the river streets shoveling sand and dirt into burlap sacks and piling them up at their miserable windows.… and see carpenters nailing boards over the windows of every store on every street in town you will know what has been going on in front of every door here all week.…


If you could watch Manhattan suddenly fill up with thousands of young boys in uniform, young lads of 20 running for trains in Grand Central Station and manning anti-aircraft guns and digging trenches in Central Park you would understand what London is doing right now.…


If you saw, like some fabulous picture on a popular science magazine cover, silver anti-aircraft balloons floating night and day above the skyscrapers.…


And if at 9:30 o’clock it got darker than you had ever seen Manhattan and every light on the Great White Way went out and every movie and every single show closed, and cars crept along dark streets in second gear with only vague blue lights showing on the ground, you would have a glimmer of an idea of what a London blackout is like.…


A STRAIN ON THE PEOPLE


For all these things are happening in London tonight and the people in the city are grim and strained.


From start to finish the business of buying and selling and living and dying and rearing children has changed in this first week of the war and the new routine has imposed a whole encyclopedia of new rules and duties on the average citizen.


Under penalty of a heavy fine he must not let a thread of light escape from his windows. He must not toot the horn of his car or ring bells or blow whistles or keep pigeons or take photographs in certain areas or hold certain foreign currency.


Even the ancient custom of going to bed is different. The average man not only goes to bed earlier, but he has several important chores to do before he goes. First he must turn off the gas at the main [a bomb may fracture the pipe and let the gas escape]. He must fill his bathtub with water for use against incendiary bombs. He must place buckets of water around the house and put his gas mask in the safest room where he can get it if there is a raid during the night.


On top of all that he usually lays aside a warm blanket and knows exactly where his shoes and trousers are. That’s in case he has to run for the bomb-proof shelter at the end of the yard in the night.


NOT A WAR OF HATE


But in spite of all these inconveniences, though his family is split up and his gasoline rationed (ten gallons per month for a small car, at 32 cents a gallon) and his life is in danger, this average Briton is not fighting a war of hate. There is none of the old college spirit about this war. The people did not rush down to the palace to cheer when Prime Minister Chamberlain announced that they were at war with Germany. And one scarcely hears a word against the German people. This spirit of justice has been encouraged by the Government and over the Government-controlled radio stations.


A Government spokesman in the House of Commons, asked this week whether the Germans were bombing the civilian population in Poland, said frankly that the evidence showed that they were restricting their attacks to military objectives. Harold Nicholson, independent member of Parliament and one of the most popular British radio speakers, went on BBC the other night and said, “let’s try to understand the German argument… let’s don’t be self-righteous.”


Similarly Alfred Duff-Cooper wrote this week pleading for kindness to German Jews who are now refugees in this country. “It has been alleged,” he wrote, “that they are not all genuine refugees but that some have been sent in as agents… it is to be hoped that little credence will be attached to this kind of rumor.”


What hatred there is—and there is a good deal of this kind—is personal hatred for Hitler and von Ribbentrop and Goebbels. The English, noted for their understatement, have paraded their gutter adjectives in Hitler’s name and cartoonists have drawn him in the guise of everything from a snake to a dragon.


SEEN AS “HITLER’S WAR”


One man expressed the feeling of the public pretty well yesterday when he wrote to The Times of London suggesting that everybody agree to call this “Hitler’s war.” So many people recently have been talking about the Fuehrer and condemning him that one restaurant off Fleet Street felt obliged to post a sign reading “Don’t mention Hitler during meals; it is bad for your digestion.”


The past few days have confirmed the Government’s fears that there are just as many rumor-mongers in the world in 1939 as there were in 1914 and officials and newspapers are taking every possible opportunity to ridicule them into silence. The first two commandments on how to behave during a war appear to be, first, don’t get spy fever, and, second, don’t believe or spread rumors. After the first flight of German bombers near the English coast stories circulated rapidly that the bombers had penetrated far inland and Chamberlain had to issue a denial in the House of Commons.


LIFE IN THE COUNTRY


Life in the countryside has changed incredibly. In fact for the first time since before the Industrial Revolution, the center of the islands’ social activity is back in the small town and country village. The village tavern naturally seems to attract adults who have fled from the cities and this is the only place where any kind of dramatic performances are being given. Several years ago an organization was formed in England to present poetry readings and simple plays in the nation’s pubs and it is not at all unusual to go into a country tavern now and find a lad standing on a box reciting Shakespeare’s sonnets to an appreciative audience.


For the children evacuated to the country, the war so far has been a windfall. They have had no classes and they have had a week of remarkably good weather; and while the quick young Cockneys from the East Side of London think the picturesque villages are “a bloomin’ wilderness” their school teachers report that most of them are beginning to settle down. The Ministry of Education hopes that classes can be resumed in some sections next week but it is bound to take months to find adequate accommodations for all classes and even then teachers plan to hold school in two shifts.


[image: image]


Nighttime view of Regent Street in London’s Piccadilly Circus, 1939.


As usual a new routine of life produces a few ingenious devices. The Mens Wear Council, for example, has produced already a special white jacket to be worn during blackouts and one manufacturer has marketed a small red light which hooks on your clothes. Working hours are also being changed to meet the new early-to-bed-early-to-rise habit, some shops opening as early as 7:30 A.M. and all closing early enough to enable people to get home before the blackout.


In other words Britain has set about the task of meeting with fine patience her new task and, while bombs have not started falling yet on English soil, the people seem to agree with a barricaded shopkeeper in Charing Cross Row who posted a sign reading “business as usual during alterations.” [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 10, 1939


CAN CIVILIZATION SURVIVE A WORLD WAR?


By ALLAN NEVINS 
Professor of History, Columbia University.





In an eloquent passage written at the beginning of the first World War Romain Rolland spoke of it as “a sacrilegious conflict which shows a maddened Europe ascending its funeral pyre, and, like Hercules, destroying itself with its own hands.” We are reminded of the figure as a new conflict begins. Each nation cries aloud that it is fighting for self-preservation; but for the continent as a whole the struggle seems rather self-destructive. Nor are the neutrals across the seas spared. Sir Edward Grey said on Aug. 3, 1914, that “if we are engaged in war we shall suffer but little more than if we stand aside.” This was an overstatement, yet what nation escaped the devastating effects and repercussions of the World War?


If this second Armageddon endures and spreads, the damage wrought may be equally titanic. The whole world, as if mined for destruction, is contemplating the possibility of an explosion which will involve its costliest possessions, material, intellectual and spiritual, and do incalculable damage not merely to every human being on the planet but to long generations yet unborn.


In recent years men, facing the possibility of such a cataclysm, have frequently said that a new world war would be “the end of civilization.” They have declared that, partly through the subsequent crises it would provoke, it would “destroy human culture.” The idea has just been emphatically repudiated by Dr. Eduard Benes, the former President of Czecho-Slovakia, who better than most men knows the meaning of the word destruction. But it has been put forward so frequently and with such emphatic pessimism that it is worth a brief examination. Conceive of another four years’ war, setting the whole world aflame, and piling new destruction on old ruins, adding vast new graveyards to those already dotting Europe. Would civilization or even great parts of it be extinguished?


Let it be said at once that the part of civilization represented by great monu ments of art and architecture can—and all too easily may—be destroyed. Europe is filled with these monuments and filled also with fleets of bombers. A single air raid might wipe out all Oxford University, and with it a source of beauty, graciousness and inspiration which it took seven centuries to build. One well-planted shell would reduce Sainte Chapelle to a memory over which artists would grieve a thousand years hence. Italy is one of the treasure-houses of the human race. It would take but a few weeks’ bombardment by fleets of racing planes to leave Florence a rubble heap, Rome a few square miles of smoking ashes, Venice some ruins sliding into the Adriatic; their towers, temples, palaces and museums forever vanished. New buildings could be erected, new galleries stocked with new works of art. But the human race would be permanently the poorer for what it had lost; life would be thinner and bleaker, and one important element of civilization would be irremediably weakened.


Let it be said also that if by the phrase “destruction of civilization” it is meant that one phase or cycle of civilization may be terminated, that also is possible. It is more than that; it can now be called inevitable. We are doubtless face to face with a new era in human culture. The first World War put an end to the century of comparative peace that had followed the Napoleonic conflicts, to the swift material and scientific advance of that hundred years, to the lurching but nevertheless seemingly irresistible advance toward democratic self-government throughout the world. It ushered in a period of moral lassitude, political chaos, economic storm, religious and racial persecution that would have seemed incredible to advance residents of the Western Hemisphere in 1900. After the French Revolution, the age of reason; after the World War, the age of unreason—and the new conflict cannot but add new and darker mazes to the Temple of Confusion.


These two terrible struggles, which future historians may well call the beginning and end of a thirty years’ war—for fighting has never really ceased since 1914—are undoubtedly compelling mankind to turn not a new page but a new chapter. They mean the end of one civilization and the emergence of another, which at least in its beginnings will be baser, harder and darker.


But fortunately the talk of destroying civilization does not need to be taken literally and completely. Civilization is now a many-rooted, widely ramifying growth, indestructible by anything short of a planetary disaster. If it survived the downfall of Athens, the barbarian conquest of Rome, the so-called Dark Ages, the endless religious and dynastic conflicts, it can survive even two world wars.


The real danger is not that civilization will be destroyed, but that it will be crippled for generations and perhaps centuries. If this new war lasts long, an iron age will be inaugurated when it closes.


Europe as a continent may no longer hold the easy primacy which has been hers in the past. And it may not be merely the New World which will gain ground. There is danger that the depletion of European manhood, if pushed much further, will permanently weaken the Caucasian stock in its competition with black and yellow races; that Asia and Africa by sheer default of the present leaders will take a new rank in world affairs. European strength cannot withstand the drain of successive periods of butchery without exhaustion, and some of the resulting changes may go further than peoples of European blood will like to contemplate.


The next great lines in the history of civilization are to be written in blood. When the battle has been fought and its successful outcome assured, then it will be time to think of a new world order for strengthening and protecting civilization; an order in which, it is to be hoped, the United States will play a more courageous part than it did after the war of 1914-18, a role befitting its strength, its culture and its concern for the destinies of the human race. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 10, 1939


Sales of Maps Soar Here





Rand McNally & Co., publishers, announced yesterday that more maps had been sold at its store at 7 West Fiftieth Street in the first twenty-four hours of the European war than during all the years since 1918. The announcement said fresh supplies of maps were being rushed daily by planes from factories working on a day-and-night schedule. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 12, 1939


POLES UNPREPARED FOR BLOW SO HARD


The following dispatch is by a member of the Berlin staff of The New York Times who was allowed to visit the German armies in the field in Poland and to send this account:


By OTTO D. TOLISCHUS 
Wireless to The New York Times.





WITH THE GERMAN ARMIES IN POLAND, Sept. 11—Having hurled against Poland their mighty military machine, the Germans are today crushing Poland like a soft-boiled egg.


After having broken through the shell of Polish border defenses, the Germans found inside, in comparison with their own forces, little more than a soft yolk, and they have penetrated that in many directions without really determined general resistance by the Polish Army.


That is the explanation of the apparent Polish military collapse in so short a time as it was gathered on a tour of the Polish battlefields made by this correspondent in the wake of the German Army and, sometimes, in the backwash of a day’s battle while scattered Polish troops and snipers were still taking potshots at motor vehicles on the theory that they must be German. But such is the firm confidence of the Germans that a cocked pistol in front of the army driver is held to be sufficient protection for the foreign correspondents in their charge.


STAND MADE AT BORDER


Even a casual glance at the battlefields, gnarled by trenches, barbed-wire entanglements, shell holes, blown-up roads and bridges and shelled and gutted towns, indicates that the Poles made determined resistance at the border. But even these border defenses seem weak, and beyond them there is nothing.
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Polish prisoners of war captured in September, 1939.


It is a mystery to both Germans and neutral military experts on the tour with the writer that the Poles made no provisions for second or third lines and that in retreat they did not make any attempt to throw up earthworks or dig trenches such as helped the Germans stop the Allies after the Marne retreat in 1914.


In fact, the only tactics the Poles seemed to have pursued in the retreat were to fall back on towns from which, later, they were either easily driven out by artillery fire or just as easily flanked. But presumably neither their number nor their equipment, which, judging from the remnants thrown along the road of retreat, was pitifully light as compared with the Germans’, permitted them to do anything else in view of the enormous length of the border they had to defend.


Again God has been with the bigger battalions, for the beautiful, dry weather, while converting Polish roads into choking dust clouds on the passage of motor vehicles, has kept them from turning into mud as would be normal at this time of year; this has permitted the German motorized divisions to display the speed they have.


But the Germans have proceeded not only with might and speed, but with method, and this bids fair to be the first war to be decided not by infantry, “the queen of all arms,” but by fast motorized divisions and, especially, by the air force.


The first effort of the Germans was concentrated on defeating the hostile air fleet, which they did not so much by air battle but by consistent bombing of airfields and destruction of the enemy’s ground organization. Having accomplished this, they had obtained domination of the air, which in turn enabled them, first, to move their own vast transports ahead without danger from the air and, second, to bomb the Poles’ communications to smithereens, thereby reducing their mobility to a minimum.


NO BLACKOUT IN CONQUERED ZONE


Today the German rule of the air is so complete that, although individual Polish planes may still be seen flying at a high altitude, the German Army has actually abandoned the blackout in Poland. It is a strange sensation to come from a Germany thrown into Stygian darkness at night to a battlefront town like Lodz, as this correspondent did the night after the Germans announced its occupation, and find it illuminated although the enemy is only a few miles from the city.


With control of the air, the Germans moved forward not infantry but their tanks, armored cars and motorized artillery, which smashed any Polish resistance in the back. This is easy to understand when one has seen the methods of open warfare attempted by the Poles and an almost amateurish attempt at digging earthworks for machine-gun nests.


To German and neutral experts the Poles seem to have clung to eighteenth century war methods, which, in view of modern firing volume and weight, are not only odd but also futile. This does not mean that the Poles have not put up a brave fight. They have, and the Germans themselves freely admit it.


As a purely military matter, the German Army is the height of efficiency. It moves like clockwork, without hurry and apparently almost in a leisurely manner. Yet that army moves with inexorable exactitude. The roads into Poland are jammed but not choked with heavy vans and motor trucks carrying food and munitions, while the Poles have to depend mainly on their smashed railroads or on horse carts. Bombed bridges are soon passable for the Germans and they move forward quickly. Communication lines follow them almost automatically.


Poland may not be lost yet and may be even able to offer further resistance by withdrawing into the eastern swamp. But as long as the present disparity between the military resources and her will to fight exists she faces terrible odds. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 13, 1939


W. & J. Starts Courses on ‘Second World War’


By The Associated Press.





WASHINGTON, Pa., Sept. 12—President Ralph C. Hutchison announced today that Washington and Jefferson College had started studies of the “second world war” designed to help prevent the “mass hysteria” which he said had characterized the conflict of 1914-18.


Dr. Hutchison expressed the belief that Washington and Jefferson having an enrollment of about 500, was the first college to offer such studies “to help this generation understand better than did their fathers when they entered the first World War.”


Three faculty members will teach four war courses bearing full college credit and ranging from the cause of the hostilities to the accompanying propaganda. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 16, 1939


LINDBERGH URGES WE SHUN THE WAR


He Tells Nation That if We Fight for Democracy Abroad We May Lose It Here


By FRANK L. KLUCKHOHN 
Special to The New York Times.





WASHINGTON, Sept. 15—An appeal to the American people to maintain this country’s isolation from the European war, and from European struggles, was made tonight in a radio speech by Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh. “If we enter fighting for democracy abroad, we may end by losing it at home,” he said.


It was the first formal speech made by the flier since Aug. 28, 1931, when he addressed Japanese dignitaries in Tokyo, and the National Broadcasting Company, the Columbia Broadcasting System and the Mutual Broadcasting System all carried his words.


Colonel Lindbergh followed in the steps of his father, the late Charles A. Lindbergh, Representative from Minnesota and one of the few to vote against the entry of the United States into the World War in 1917, when he said:


“I am speaking tonight to those people in the United States who feel that the destiny of this country does not call for our involvement in European wars.”


SAYS OCEANS GIVE PROTECTION


Colonel Lindbergh declared that the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans were still barriers for the United States, even against modern aircraft, and added that “we must band together to prevent the loss of more American lives in these internal struggles of Europe.”


“If we take part successfully,” he asserted in speaking of the European war, “we must throw the entire resources of our entire nation into the conflict. Munitions alone will not be enough. We cannot count upon victory merely by shipping abroad several thousand airplanes and cannon.


“We are likely to lose a million men, possibly several million—the best of American youth. We will be staggering under the burden of recovery during the rest of our lives. And our children will be fortunate if they see the end in their lives even if, by some unlikely chance, we do not pass on another Polish Corridor to them.”


The flier held that if war brought new dark ages to Europe, the best service this country could render humanity would be to act as the bulwark for the type of civilization Europe has known. He held that by staying out of war itself this country might even be able to bring peace to Europe more quickly.


DECLARES TROOP AID “MADNESS”


Our safety does not lie in fighting European wars, Colonel Lindbergh declared, but rather in the internal strength of the American people and their institutions. In this connection he asserted that “as long as we maintain an army, a navy and an air force worthy of the name, as long as America does not decay within, we need fear no invasion of this country.”


There is no halfway policy possible for this country, he said. He held that if this country enters the quarrels of Europe during war, it must stay in them in peace as well. He characterized as madness “the sending of American soldiers to be killed as they were in the last war,” if we turn the course of peace over to the “greed, the fear and the intrigue” of European nations.


This country was colonized by men and women who preferred the wilder ness and the Indians to the problems of Europe, he stated, adding that “the colonization of this country grew from European troubles and our freedom sprang from European war.”


George Washington clearly saw the danger ahead and warned the American people against becoming entangled in European alliances, the colonel said, noting that this policy was followed for over one hundred years. Then in 1917 we entered “a European war.”


“The Great War ended before our full force reached the field,” he said. “We measured our dead in thousands. Europe measured hers in millions. A generation has passed since the armistice of 1918, but even in America we are still paying for our part in victory—and we will continue to pay for another generation.”


Colonel Lindbergh warned against propaganda “foreign and domestic,” as well as “obvious” and “insidious” with which he said this country would be deluged.


Much of our news is already colored, the colonel asserted. Americans, he said, should not only inquire about the personality, interests and nationality of every writer and speaker, but should ask who owns and who influences the newspaper, the news picture and the radio.


He made no reference to the arms embargo in the Neutrality Act.


Colonel Lindbergh made his address into the microphones in a hotel room. [image: image]
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Charles Lindbergh argued for American isolation in September, 1939.




SEPTEMBER 16, 1939


DIPLOMATS CROSS THE


POLISH BORDER


Envoys Say Refugee Conditions Are Desperate, With the Danger Of Famine





CERNAUTI, Rumania, Sept. 15 (AP)—Foreign diplomats fleeing war-torn Poland arrived here tonight with reports of a tremendous new German drive through Southeast Poland designed to cut off Poland from Rumania.


The new southern offensive was reported being built up with vast numbers of reserves pouring in from Germany, while the air attack was being accelerated.


Extensive fighting was reported in the region of Lwow, largest city in Southeastern Poland, which lies slightly more than 100 miles northeast of the Polish-Rumanian frontier.


The caravan of diplomats that arrived at this town just across the Polish border included the United States Ambassador to Poland, Anthony J. D. Biddle; Mrs. Biddle, their daughter, Peggy Thompson Schultz, and Mrs. Biddle’s secretary, Mary McKenzie. It was their fourth move since leaving bomb-wrecked Warsaw.
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Polish refugees fleeing the approaching German army, September, 1939.


Others in the party of sixty that reached here at 6 P.M. included Mme. Josef Beck, wife of the Polish Foreign Minister, and their three children, and diplomatic representatives of Brazil, Spain, Italy, Belgium, Sweden, Japan, the Netherlands and Switzerland.


Cernauti, already over-crowded, offered few accommodations and most of the diplomatic refugees arranged to leave quickly for Bucharest. Mme. Beck is on her way to Paris.


The diplomats said they had left Zaleszcyki, an emergency Polish Government headquarters, because of threatened raids by German planes. They reported planes flew over the town yesterday and there were numerous alarms, but no bombs were dropped.


The diplomats reported that refugee conditions in the vicinity of Zaleszcyki, a village on the Polish-Rumanian border, were becoming desperate, with indications of a possible famine among those fleeing before the Nazi war machine.


Members of the diplomatic group said Germany apparently now was determined to cut off Poland from Rumania, regardless of the price to be paid for a swift advance. A touch of the rainy season already appeared to spur the new offensive and complete it before operations were bogged in mud.


CERNAUTI, Rumania, Sept. 15—This city today became the headquarters for diplomats, newspapermen and Poles. All day long one diplomatic automobile after another crossed the border after an exciting journey through Polish territory.


All the automobiles were camouflaged and the flags of the respective countries were displayed. The machines were filled with everything from pillows to radios. When the automobile of Ambassador Anthony J. D. Biddle arrived with its American flag hundreds of curious gathered around. A small police detachment was necessary to keep order.


All hotels were filled completely. At the border Rumanian officials took strict measures, prohibiting completely the entry of refugees without visas.


Rumania tonight barred her frontiers to the bulk of the thousands of Polish refugees fleeing before invading German armies.


An official communiqué stated that “all private persons” from Poland, especially from Galicia, where the percentage of Jews is high, were barred from entrance into Rumania.


The communiqué dashed the hopes of most of some 10,000 Jewish refugees congesting the Polish side of the Rumanian border seeking entry. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 17, 1939


MERCHANT CONVOYS SET UP BY BRITAIN


By The Associated Press.





LONDON, Sept. 16—The British Admiralty pressed into service tonight convoys for merchant shipping after it was disclosed authoritatively that enemy craft had sunk twenty-one British ships, involving a tonnage of 122,843, during the first two weeks of the war.


The use of convoys was not instituted by the British in the last war until 1917.


While slim cruisers and racing destroyers roved and struck on the shipping lanes, planes of the Royal Aircraft patrolled the skies around the United Kingdom in redoubled efforts to halt the persistent shipping losses to U-boats or mines.


Despite the casualties, naval quarters expressed optimism about the situation at sea.


UNDERSTATEMENT IN REPORTS


Increasing patrol activity and the Admiralty’s cautious announcement that “a number of U-boats have been destroyed,” was taken by naval authorities to tell a story of far greater successes than the guarded statement indicated.


Britain placed responsibility on Germany for the sinking last night of the 8,000-ton Belgian motorship Alex Van Opstal in the Channel off Weymouth, asserting she was sunk by mine or torpedo in violation of international law.


A British communiqué said there were no British mines in the neighborhood, that Germany had sent no notification of German mines there and that attack without warning was in violation of the submarine protocol to which Germany subscribed.


[The Alex Van Opstal left New York on Sept. 6 for Antwerp with eight passengers and 3,400 tons of grain.]


Eight passengers and a crew of forty-nine escaped from the Alex Van Opstal, which, according to her captain, broke in two after a terrific explosion near her No. 2 hatch.


The crew of another British tanker, the Inverliffey, landed in England today and members of her crew told how the captain of the submarine had hauled them to safety when the tanker exploded and went up in flames. Third officer Albert Lang said men in boats were trapped by flames from their burning ship after the explosion.


“Flames and smoke from the ship went up 500 or 600 feet,” he said. “We seemed almost under this wall of flames, and when we thought we were done for the commander of the submarine sailed his ship alongside and told us we could stand around the conning tower. No sooner had we got on the submarine than it got up speed and took us out of danger. The commander treated us decently and took us to our boats before he waved his hand and submerged.” [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 17, 1939


GANDHI URGES BRITAIN TO ‘LIBERATE’ INDIA


Says Free Country Would Be an Ally To Defend Democracy


Wireless to The New York Times.





WARDHA, India, Sept. 16—Mohandas K. Gandhi told Britain tonight that she could gain a willing ally in the war by making India a “free and independent nation.”


“The recognition of India,” he said, “as a free and independent nation seems to me to be a natural corollary of the British profession of democracy.”


Mr. Gandhi asked for a clear statement of Britain’s war aims in relation to democracy and imperialism, but urged the working committee of the Congress party that whatever support they should give to Britain should be given unconditionally.


He asked Britain for “honest action to implement the declarations of faith in democracy made on the eve of the war,” and said:


“The question is, will Great Britain have an unwilling India dragged into war or a willing ally cooperating with her in the prosecution of the defense of true democracy?” [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 18, 1939


JAPAN NOW DRIVES FOR CHINA VICTORY


Kwantung Army Being Shifted to South—Peace Deal With Chiang Not Ruled Out





TOKYO, Sept. 18 (UP)—Informants close to the War Office said today that “it was natural to assume” that large numbers of Japanese troops were being removed from the Soviet frontiers of Manchukuo to China.


Following the Russo-Japanese agreement to cease fighting on the Manchukuoan-Soviet borders, increased military activity in China may be expected at once, it was said, in line with Premier Nobuyuki Abe’s announced decision to bring the long undeclared war with China to an early end.


So far the China war has been fought largely with second line reservists, many of them married men, but now, it was said, major units of the crack Kwantung army will be thrust into the China struggle in an effort to induce Chinese Nationalist Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek to surrender.


RETIREMENT NOT NECESSARY


Japan, it was said, will be willing to make peace with General Chiang and permit him to continue in power if he will come to an early “reasonable” agreement.


This government still is willing to make peace with China on the basis of the declaration made by Prince Fumimaro Konoye, then Premier, last December. The Konoye declaration, it was recalled, did not make General Chiang’s retirement a necessary preliminary to peace.


Japanese units late last week started moving forward south of Nanchang, in the Hankow-Canton railway area, and it was believed that a first phase of the new push would be to clear this railway and break Chinese positions in General Chiang’s Hengyang defense triangle.


The Japanese then would move into Yunnan Province and undertake to cut the Burma-Chungking highway, thus rendering untenable the whole Chinese defense system in the southwest.


It will be recalled that when General Chiang abandoned Hankow almost a year ago he set up two “final” defense areas—one in the southwest to be fed by the Burma-Chungking highway and railways and highways into French Indo-China, and another in the northwest around Lanchow, Kansu province, and munitioned by trucks operating on the motor truck highway from Sian, Shensi Province, through Lanchow, to Soviet Russia.


The informants believed that General Chiang “now realizes” that both these defense areas are hopeless since his supplies of munitions from abroad are being cut off.


[image: image]


Japanese troops in northern Hebei province, China during the Second Japan-China war, 1939.


FIGHT CONTINUES, SAYS CHIANG


CHUNG KING, China, Sept. 17—Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek tonight made his first public pronouncement on foreign affairs since the outbreak of the European war in a speech before the People’s Political Council, now in session here. Despite the war in Europe, he stated, China must consistently carry out a fixed policy of armed resistance against Japanese aggression.


“The European war will make us fight Japan with greater vigor,” he said, “since we are confident of ultimate victory and of China’s rightful place in reshaping a new world order.”


General Chiang called Japan’s policy of non-intervention in any European war tantamount to saying that she does not want any interference by Europe or America in the Chinese-Japanese conflict, since she is attempting to establish her so-called “new order in East Asia,” which would place her in the predominant position in Asia to the exclusion of other powers.


Turning to the Chinese-Japanese war situation, General Chiang declared:


“I am now in a position to state that our present military strength, compared with that at the outbreak of the war, is more than doubled. * * * Japan has exhausted her manpower and is already defeated.” [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 17, 1939


SOVIET TROOPS MARCHED INTO POLAND AT 11 P. M.; NAZIS DEMAND WARSAW GIVE UP OR BE SHELLED


FIERCE BATTLE IS RAGING ON WESTERN FRONT


By The United Press





BERLIN, Sept. 17—A spokesman for the Propaganda Ministry announced that Russian troops had marched into Poland today at’4. A. M. Moscow time, [11 P.M. Saturday in New York].


The Soviet troops entered Poland with the full knowledge and approval of the German Government, he said.


The spokesman ‘made his statement after D. N. B., the official German news agency, had reported from Moscow that the Soviet Government had informed the Polish Ambassador, Dr. Waclaw Grzybowski, Saturday night that Soviet troops were about to cross the frontier.


The agency said that the note handed to the Ambassador informed the Poles that the troops would cross the frontier along its entire length from Polozk in the north to Kamenets-Podolski in the south “in order to protect our own interests and to protect the White Russian and Ukrainian minorities.”


The Soviet Government, the agency said, told the Poles that it maintained its neutrality despite its military action, but added that its treaties with the Polish State could be regarded canceled because the Polish State could no longer be regarded as existing.


TO OCCUPY TWO DISTRICTS


MOSCOW, Sept. 17—Soviet Russia has decided to send her army across the Polish frontier today and to occupy the Polish Ukraine and White Russia.


The government was understood unofficially to have sent a note last night to the Polish Ambassador here saying that the Red Army would enter the Polish Ukraine and White Russia today from Polozk to Kamanets-Podolski.


Copies of this note were said also to have been sent simultaneously to all diplomatic representatives here saying the action was taken because Poland no longer exists. It was said to have declared there no longer is a Polish Government because its whereabouts are unknown.


The note was said to have declared that “the Soviet Union will retain neutrality, but feels it necessary to protect White Russian and Ukrainian minorities in Poland and will do everything to keep peace and order.”


[Poland not only has a non-aggression pact with Russia but in mutual assistance treaties by which the British and French are pledged to aid Poland in defense of her independence against any aggression. Polish invocation of this treaty brought Great Britain and France into war against Germany on Sept. 3, two days after a German army invaded Western Poland.]


COVERS ENTIRE FRONTIER


The scene of the Russian action would extend across the whole of Russia’s Polish frontier.


It would increase considerably Russia’s frontier with Rumania. Rumania holds Bessarabia, wrested from Russia after the World War, and the Soviet Government never has relinquished its claims on this territory.


Russia’s decision to act came after she had sent a vast number of men to her western frontier in semi-mobilization and had followed with her “peace” with Japan.


It was believed here that the Polish Embassy in Moscow would leave and that, possibly the British also would leave, since they are allies of Poland.


MAN POWER IS THREAT


If necessary, Soviet Russia could throw nearly 2,000,000 trained soldiers against the struggling Poles.


The official Communist party newspaper Pravda this spring estimated Russia’s peacetime army at 1,800,000. This estimate did not include the mi1lions of semi-trained reserves who could be called up by conscription.


In addition to this manpower, the newspaper credited Russia with 9,000 airplanes, 30,000 light machine guns, 23,000 heavy machine guns, 1,600 pieces of heavy artillery and between 6,000 and 10,000 tanks.


During the past week Russia called up part of her army reserves in a mobilization move, and foreign observers said most of the troops were sent to the western frontier, facing Poland. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 18, 1939


SOVIET ‘NEUTRALITY’ STRESSED IN MOVE


By G. E. R. GEDYE 
Wireless to The New York Times





MOSCOW, Sept. 17—The totally unprepared population of the Soviet Union learned through loudspeakers on the streets at 11 o’clock this morning that its governmentm during the night had committed it to the invasion of a neighbor’s territory. Warlike operations, which elsewhere are preceded by parliamentary debates and long newspaper: campaigns and even in Germany by a special session of the Reichstag, here were brought to the knowledge of an unprepared people hours after they had begun.


Little wonder that the Moscow population, recalling the reiterated declarations of leaders headed by Joseph Stalin that they did not desire a foot of anyone else’s territory, went about today asking: “What has happened now?” “Are we at war; with whom and why?”


‘’What do we want in Poland?” “What has gone wrong with the neutrality pact signed with the express purpose of keeping us from war?”


The Soviet radio declared that special propaganda meetings in every part of the Union today revealed general support “for the noble act of the government.” The only emotion revealed by the foreign observers with whom the writer spoke was one of utter bewilderment.


NEUTRALITY ASSURANCES GIVEN


As the Soviet forces marched into Poland representatives of Britain and France and of countries as far removed from European quarrels as the United States received notes assuring them that Russia would observe “neutrality” toward them.


The British and French Embassies are awaiting instructions from their governments as to the next steps. In British quarters there was at first a tendency to assume that unless the Poles called on Britain to fulfill the terms of the Anglo-Polish pact the case might be met for the moment by withdrawal of the British Ambassador to mark disapproval of-the Soviet attitude.


News that Polish troops were resisting the Soviet advance caused a rather graver view to be taken this evening. Diplomatic circles considered it possible that the British and the French might break off diplomatic relations and even declare war.


However, it is not believed that any precipitate step will be taken. Probably Russia will first be asked for an explanation of her action and assurances that no annexation is intended. Neutral diplomats question whether a declaration of war at this juncture would be of any advantage to the Western democracies; although it is obvious that the day will come when they will be obliged to insist that Russia restore the territory of their ally.


Meantime, it is felt, they are more likely to concentrate on their efforts on the Western front. Existing blockade regulations suffice to assure that Russia’ as a neutral will not import anything that might aid Germany in the prosecution of the war.[image: image]




SEPTEMBER 18, 1939


Editorial


THE RUSSIAN BETRAYAL





It is altogether probable that the Russian invasion of Poland, just at the moment when that country has been laid waste and rendered all but helpless, reveals at least part of the secret understanding that lay behind the German-Russian non-aggression pact. This, no doubt, is the deal that Hitler and Stalin arranged. This was the price for which Stalin was ready to betray the French and British with whom he had ostensibly been negotiating for an anti-Nazi alliance. Germany having killed the prey, Soviet Russia will seize that part of the carcass that Germany cannot use. It will play the noble role of hyena to the German lion.


This gross betrayal of the professions that Soviet Russia has been making for years is being defended in the manner with which the world has now grown sickeningly familiar. Because Poland has “virtually ceased to exist,” Russia is free to break every treaty with it.


The Soviet Government deems it its “sacred duty” to “extend the hand of assistance” to its dear brother Ukrainians and brother white Russians. The Polish Government has denounced as having been “rotten” anyway, and of having “persecuted” its minorities in contrast one supposes, to the well-known kindliness with which Soviet Russia treats minority opinion. The technique is established: just before you pillage your neighbor and kill his wife and children, you must denounce him as a scoundrel.


What further agreements and developments lie behind the ominous non-aggression pact—whether, for example, a re-partition of Poland is to be followed by a partition of Rumania or a more extended drive on the Balkan states, either to annex them or to reduce them to vassalage—we shall doubtless learn soon enough. It is possible that Russia does not intend to participate in warfare if she can help it, but merely to sit on her re-acquired territories or new possessions and hold them. In any case the outlook is hopeless for Poland and dark for England and France. The latter are more threatened in Asia by Japan, and Germany is in a position to get valuable supplies in particular, some of the oil that her motorized warfare so desperately needs.


But this virtual alliance of Germany and Russia, at least for temporary ends, will certainly not work altogether against the democracies, As Germany and Russia draw closer together, as buffer states shrink or disappear, the mutual distrust between the two Governments must grow. It is not likely that Hitler has changed the opinion he expressed in “Mein Kampf” that “The present rulers of Russia do not at all think of entering an alliance sincerely or of keeping one.” He must still believe that the Russian leaders combine “a rare mixture of bestial horror with an inconceivable gift of lying,” and the Russian leaders doubtless reciprocate the compliment. In such conditions no real or durable alliance is probable. The two Governments can act together only in dividing helpless intervening nations “between them, while quarrels over the division are always possible.


The most immediate effect is the complete moral and “ideological” change which this working alliance must bring. It clears the air. It will sweep illusions from millions of minds. For at least the last fifteen years communism and fascism have lived on each other. Each has declared itself to be the other’s exact antithesis and only formidable enemy. Millions of Germans stomached Hitler in the belief that he was the only hope, as he himself repeatedly boasted, to save them from communism. He framed his anti-Comintern pacts and posed before the world as communism’s arch-foe. Though Stalin has always held western democracy in contempt, he created and kept alive for years the pretense of an alliance with it against fascism; his satellites, tools and dupes in other countries formed their “popular fronts” and their leagues against war and fascism. All these pretenses and lies have collapsed together. The most squirming apologists now will not be able to convince anyone but idiots of their sincerity. At last the issue stands clear. Hitlerism is brown communism, Stalinism is red fascism. The world will now understand that the only real “ideological” issue is one between democracy, liberty and peace on the one hand and despotism, terror and war on the other. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 22, 1939


HEAVY GUARD KEPT AROUND ROOSEVELT


Women in Peace Group From Philadelphia Try Vainly to Storm The House Wing


By FELIX BELAIR Jr. 
Special to The New York Times.





WASHINGTON, Sept. 21—The most elaborate precautions taken to safeguard the life of the Chief Executive since World War days were employed here today when President Roosevelt went to the Capitol to address a joint session of the Senate and House of Representatives on the subject of American neutrality.


Even before Mr. Roosevelt left the White House the streets through which he was to pass were being patrolled, and the Capitol Building and grounds had taken on the appearance of an armed camp. The corridors of the House wing of the building where the President was to speak were barricaded at strategic points and a Secret Service agent guarded every entrance to the chamber.


Rarely if ever before had there been assembled a more formidable guard of uniformed, Capitol and metropolitan police, Federal operatives and city detectives. Such was the apprehension of those whose first duty is to protect the life of the President that a number of selected private detectives were brought to Washington for the occasion from other cities.


ALL WINDOWS ARE WATCHED


Their numbers suddenly enlarged by news of the assassination of Premier Calinescu of Rumania, plainclothes secret service agents and city detectives idled about the corridors and doorways leading to the House chamber. Every Treasury agent available for duty was pressed into service.


As the President entered and left the west wing of the Capitol, every window overlooking his waiting limousine was being watched and Secret Service men walked back and forth along the balustrade bordering the esplanade which separates the building from the surrounding lawns. There was not a nook or cranny that was not under constant surveillance.


When the President goes to the Capitol he always is accompanied by a motorcade of escorting policemen. Their number was increased today and a Secret Service car flanked the President’s car on either side a little to the rear.


For the first time in the Capitol’s history, the Secret Service took over the duties of the House doormen. Admission to the chamber was by card only, and trained eyes scrutinized the few lucky ones who held them, in search of anything unusual about their appearance and clothing.


No one was allowed to enter or leave the chamber once the President had gone inside. The huge inner doors at all entrances, ordinarily closed only when the House goes home for the Summer, were shut tightly as Mr. Roosevelt began his address.


PRECAUTIONS IN THE PRESS GALLERY


Nor was the press gallery overlooked in the preparations for the Presidential visit. In the inner gallery overlooking the House floor, Secret Service agents were posted as a precaution against unauthorized intrusion, while other agents roamed about the adjoining room where correspondents write their dispatches.


[image: image]


President Roosevelt at the White House, 1939.


The unusual amount of advance planning for the day was apparent to reporters as they arrived early this morning at the White House executive offices. All gates were half closed so that they could be manned easily by one of the household guards. Those not readily recognized were asked to present their credentials. Sight-seers and other pedestrians were barred from the White House grounds.


Actually, wherever the President went from the time he left the White House until he re-entered it, he was surrounded with Secret Service agents. They were around his automobile when he appeared on the south lawn of the mansion to start out for the Capitol, and they were within quick reaching distance even after he had entered the House chamber.


Tension did not ease until the iron gates closed behind Mr. Roosevelt after the motor trip back from the Capitol that ended where it began—on the south lawn.


The task of policing the Capitol’s interior was made no easier by the appearance of several hundred Philadelphians, purporting to represent the Committee for Defense of Constitutional Rights, who picketed members of the Senate as they proceeded in a body from the Senate wing of the Capitol to the House chamber.


One group attempted to storm the entrance to the House wing, and several women became enraged at Capitol policemen who barred their way.


“And me with a flag in my hand,” one remarked.


“We’re mothers,” another shouted. “We don’t want our boys to go to war. I have six; she has seven.”


Eventually Representative Luther A. Patrick arrived on the scene.


“What did Congress do to you that wronged you?” he inquired.


“We don’t want it to do anything to wrong us,” one of the women exclaimed. “Are you a Communist?”


“No,” he assured her.


“Well,” said she, “you sure look like one.” [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 26, 1939


Letters to The Times


VIEWS ON THE ARMS EMBARGO


MAJORITY OPINION EXPRESSED IN LETTERS TO THE TIMES FAVORS REPEAL





To the Editor of The New York Times:


It seems to me that the discussion of the embargo repeal issue, in your letter columns and elsewhere, has ignored a fact of basic importance to our policy—the overwhelming popular sentiment in favor of the Allies.


Both the Gallup poll and the Fortune survey reveal that our sentiment in favor of non-participation is based in the premise that the Allies can win without it. Both sources show a considerable bloc of opinion, potentially much larger, which favors our entering the war in the event that the Allies should begin to sink. It follows, I submit, that a neutrality policy designed to help the Allies win is the best conceivable policy to keep us out of war. For if the Allies begin to lose the pressure for our participation will become enormous, perhaps irresistible.


Since Germany has every interest in keeping us out of war, I cannot take seriously the conceptualist arguments of those who suggest that, in the context of war, repeal of our arms embargo would be an unfriendly act toward Germany, likely to involve us in the struggle. The phrase “act of war” has only the concreteness which history has given it. Lesser events than the repeal of an embargo have in the past been “acts of war,” and greater affronts have often been ignored.


If Germany in its sovereignty decided that repeal was an act of war against it, and followed by declaring war against us, then certainly the repeal would be such an act. If, on the contrary, Germany did nothing, then repeal would be repeal, and neither an act of war nor an unfriendly act likely to embroil us in Europe.


Eugene V. Rostow,


New Haven, Conn., Sept. 23, 1939.


FAVORING INTERNATIONAL LAW


To the Editor of The New York Times:


The majority of the American people want peace. They stand by President Roosevelt and support the views expressed by him in his speech before Congress.


It is to be noted, however, that this great majority is unorganized, whereas the minority, those who disagree with the President, or a substantial part of it, appears to be highly organized.


Under these circumstances it would be most unfortunate and regrettable if the President’s proposals should be defeated by the pressure of the organized opposition. Therefore, those who support him should immediately take effective measures to offset or overcome the pressure of that opposition.


I want peace as much as any American, and no one wants it more than our President; we all want to avoid involvement. We can best protect ourselves by repealing the embargo and having our neutrality governed by international law, as it should be. At the same time, by repealing the embargo, we would return to England and France, with whom we have common vital interests, the advantages which they have over Germany, to whose policies almost all of us are opposed.


Jules Schnapper.


Brooklyn, Sept. 23, 1939. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 29, 1939


Editorial


NEWS IN WARTIME





The need of caution in sifting truth from falsehood in reports of war moves is also indicated in assaying reports of peace moves. In recent days the British have flatly denied official German accounts of a Nazi air raid on the British fleet in the North Sea. A similar denial now has been given to a report from Rome stating that the Pope is working diplomatically through neutral countries to induce Britain and France to agree to a conference for peace based on the creation of a Polish buffer state. This unconfirmed story was current in Rome, our correspondent said, and had been repeated by an Italian correspondent in Berlin. Later the Vatican declared that no new efforts had been initiated by the Holy See, and that the report had originated in Germany.


These contradictions of fact are the daily by-product of a war being fought at the moment more fiercely with diplomatic bombshells and propaganda raids than with military weapons. They differ from the contradictory interpretations placed on the negotiations now in progress in Moscow. These are the product of deliberate mystification. Even when the secret conversations in the Kremlin are concluded, the full extent of agreement or disagreement between Stalin and Hitler will be revealed only by their subsequent moves on the Western Front no less than in the East.


Less and less, however, do conflicting reports or confusing intrigues becloud the judgment of the American public. Opinion in this country has become pretty expert in sifting evidence and appraising the credibility of the statements of governments that live by lying and chicanery. Seldom in our history has America shown itself so aware, so skeptical, so consciously responsible as during the present crises, and the chief reason for this sobriety and vigilance is that our information, though often contradictory, is more complete and reliable than that of any other people. We are in the unique position of hearing all the contradictions and therefore of basing conclusions on all the evidence available. It is not by accident that the United States is the object of every variety of appeal and propaganda. It is a recognition of and in a way a tribute to the fact that this is now the largest open forum of free report and uncensored opinion. [image: image]




SEPTEMBER 29, 1939


TALLINN GIVES WAY


Capitulates to Demands as Russian Planes Fly Over The City


By G. E. R. GEDYE 
Special Cable to The New York Times.





MOSCOW, Sept. 29—Without its necessitating any immediate change in the uncertain map of Europe the Estonian Republic virtually ceased to exist in the early hours of today.


By the signature of two treaties, labeled “mutual assistance” and “trade agreement,” the little Baltic republic passed under the full domination of the Soviet Union and yielded to Russia naval bases and airdromes and the right to maintain military forces in Estonian territory.


She fully accepted the implications of Soviet assertions about the operations of mysterious, unidentified submarines in Estonian waters and handed to Moscow the keys to her security and national existence, which she had held since the collapse of Russian Czarism and the formation of the Soviet Union.


The “mutual assistance” pact is to come into force upon the exchange of ratifications at Tallinn, the capital of Estonia, within six days. The pact is concluded for ten years. Unless it is denounced by either party within a year from the date of expiration, it is to continue for another five years.


It was signed by Premier and Foreign Commissar Vyacheslaff M. Molotoff of Russia and Foreign Minister Karl Selter of Estonia.


TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT


Article I of the Soviet-Estonian pact says the two contracting parties will give each other every assistance, including military, if direct aggression occurs on the part of any great European power against their respective frontiers in the Baltic Sea or their land frontiers or across the territory of the Latvian Republic, as well as against the bases in Estonia, that are granted to the Soviet Union, which are indicated in Article III.


Article II says the U.S.S.R. is to give the Estonians assistance in armaments and other military equipment on favorable terms.


Article III says the Estonian Republic assures the U.S.S.R. of the right to maintain naval bases and several airdromes on the stipulated terms at a reasonable leasing price on the Estonian islands of Faarenaa, Hiccunha, Taleiska and Baleiski. The exact sites of the bases are to be allotted and their boundaries defined by mutual agreement.


For the protection of the bases and airdromes, the U.S.S.R. is to maintain at its own expense Soviet land and sea forces of a strictly limited strength in Estonia. The maximum numbers are to be determined by special agreement.


Article IV provides that the two parties agree not to participate in any coalition directed against either party. The fifth article says the pact does not affect the sovereign rights of the contracting parties or their economic or State organization. [image: image]




OCTOBER 1, 1939


HITLER, POLES CRUSHED, WOULD HALT WAR NOW


He Will Offer ‘Peace’ To Britain and France, Hinting Russia Will Help Him if Answer Is ‘No’


By EDWIN L. JAMES





Now that Poland has been crushed and divided between Germany and Russia, Hitler thinks Britain and France should halt their war against Germany. It is his argument that if London and Paris declared war on Berlin in order to carry out their pledges to protect Poland, it is henceforth useless to fight about that because Poland is gone. It is understood that Italy will probably propose peace and Hitler has called the Reichstag to meet next week.


It looks like Hitler expects Britain and France to turn a deaf ear to his proposals and that he is preparing to tell the German people that the democratic allies are really fighting to destroy Germany and that the war he will lead will be to save the Third Reich from that destruction.


Of course, there is a certain amount of logic in all this as the Germans state it. But there are imponderable considerations which affect that logic. When they gave their guarantee to Poland, London and Paris had more in mind than a simple wish to preserve Polish independence. Poland, in a way, had become a symbol. In other words, London and Paris sought to end the aggression of Hitler, which seemed without limits, or rather which did not conform to the limits Hitler set upon it. From this point of view, the destruction of Poland constitutes a reason for continuing the war rather than for stopping it.


WHAT WOULD PEACE BRING?


It is naturally an important matter which Hitler plans to bring to the attention of Chamberlain and Daladier. The war has really not started on the Western Front and Germany proposes that it not start and that those concerned forget about it, demobilize their forces and go home. What the British and French leaders have got to consider is, “Where will that leave us?”


[image: image]


German Chancellor Adolf Hitler at a 1939 Nazi rally.


Hitler started out with a program of getting as many Germans as possible within the confines of the Third Reich, making a great deal of the point that he wanted only Germans. There was no little sympathy with this ambition in many quarters. But when he went to Prague and annexed millions of Czechs, he did much damage to that program; he caused people all over the world to think that it was only a cloak for imperialistic ambition.


Now the line drawn through Poland has brought under the German aegis millions on millions of Poles, who are not German by any stretch of the imagination. That puts a further dent in the program Hitler boasted.


THE GERMAN-RUSSIAN HOOK-UP


For years Hitler built up his position as the great knight defender of the world against communism. Now he is a partner with Stalin in the rape of Poland. That does further damage to his simple program of bringing Germans together in one happy family. It makes his Anti-Comintern Pact, for years the center of his foreign policy, look like a lost hope in a fog—a fog out of which no one knows what will come.


Furthermore, Berlin is now threatening that Russia will come to the active military help of Germany if Britain and France keep up the war and he has announced with enthusiasm the arrangements made by which Russia will become a base of supplies for Germany. Whether or not one believes that Germany will let a Russian army cross its soil to fight on the Western Front, there can be no doubt that Hitler is threatening, for what the threat is worth, to bring Russian military force to his aid.


Where does that prospect leave Britain and France if they agree now to take back the declaration of war on Germany? What future do they face? What would happen to the Continent of Europe if they agreed that Hitler could have his Polish spoils with impunity? On the other hand, it may be argued that they should ask the question as to where they would be if they fought Germany and lost.


If Britain and France call off the war now, it means that Germany would be free to go ahead with her plans of economic collaboration with Russia, becoming in the next two or three years immensely more powerful. It would mean that Hitler and Stalin would almost certainly continue their expansion in Central Europe and in the Baltic regions. In other words, it would mean that Britain and France would, in the comparatively near future, confront a much more serious peril unless Hitler changed all his spots, and that they do not believe will happen.


MUSSOLINI’S POSITION


As for Mussolini, he is on the anxious seat. When he suggests peace, if he does, it will be not only altruism which actuates him. It is doubtful indeed that in a prolonged war Italy would be able to remain neutral—especially as a friend and purveyor to Germany. It seems that a realization of this is percolating through the Peninsula. If some day, London and Paris told Rome it would have to take a more positive position, Mussolini would be in a very tough position. What he has to think about today is whether Italy will be given the six months she got the last time to decide which way she would go.


The coming week promises to bring some clarification to the situation. There will be the expected peace offer of Hitler, accompanied by the threats he will emit. There may be the intervention of Mussolini and then there would be the replies of London and Paris.


The best guess seems to be that a week from now the war will still be on. In fact, it seems something better than a ten to one bet. [image: image]




OCTOBER 4, 1939


FRANCO OFFERS AID TO RESTORE PEACE


Says ‘This War Is Absurd’ and Sees Little Hope for a Quick, Decisive Victory


Wireless to The New York Times.





MADRID, Oct. 3—Declaring that “this war is absurd” and “the hope of a quick, decisive victory does not exist,” Generalissimo Francisco Franco today appealed to the belligerents to make peace so that Germany could be a bulwark against the ideas of Soviet Russia.


General Franco’s statement, which was the first he has made since he enjoined the Spanish nation to observe the “strictest neutrality,” was made in the course of an interview with Manuel Aznar, chief of the Madrid Press Association.


“Spain,” said General Franco, “is disposed to do all within her power without limitation or reserve to conciliate the present belligerents. In this way we can best serve the historic destinies of our country and defend that Western civilization which for Spain is sacred.”


Discussing the unexpected alliance of Russia, the great enemy of Nationalist Spain during the recent civil war, with Germany, General Franco declared:


“The Russians’ incursion in Europe is a matter of the deepest gravity; nobody can hide that fact.


“In view of what has already happened, it is necessary to agree quickly on some step to avoid greater damage: the evil must be minimized so that from the East of Europe will not come newer, stronger dangers for the spirit of Europe.


“This will not be attained without peace in the West of Europe. Germany should be a sufficiently strong and solid barrier to oppose the orientation of Europe toward those political and social ends of a great and expanding Russia.” [image: image]




OCTOBER 4, 1939


TROTSKY SAYS U. S. WILL JOIN CONFLICT


Asserts Only Washington Can Get Russia to Shift From Supporting Germany


By LEON TROTSKY 
North American Newspaper Alliance, Inc.





MEXICO CITY, Oct. 3—The policy of the Soviet Union, full of surprises even for interested observers, flows in reality from the Kremlin’s traditional estimation of international relations, which could be formulated approximately in the following manner:


Since a long time ago the economic importance not only of France, but of Britain, has ceased to correspond to the dimensions of their colonial possessions. A new war must overthrow those empires. Not by accident, they say in the Kremlin, the smart opportunist, Mohandas K. Gandhi, already has raised a demand for the independence of India.


This is only the beginning. To tie one’s fate to the fate of Britain and France, if the United States does not stand behind them, means to doom one’s self beforehand.


The “operations” on the Western Front during the first month of the war only strengthened Moscow in its estimation. France and Britain do not decide to violate the neutrality of Belgium and Switzerland—their violation is absolutely inevitable in case the real war develops—nor do they attack seriously the German Westwall. Apparently, they do not want to wage a war at all, not having in advance the guarantee that the United States will not acquiesce in their defeat.


Moscow thinks, consequently, that the actual confused and indecisive manner of acting of France and Great Britain is a kind of military strike “against the United States,” but not a war against Germany.


In these conditions, the August pact of Joseph Stalin and Adolf Hitler was supplemented inevitably by the September agreement. The real meaning of the algebraic formulas of the new diplomatic instrument will be determined by the course of the war during the next week.


STALIN SEEKS TO AVOID WAR


It is very improbable that Moscow will not intervene on Herr Hitler’s side against the colonial empires. Mr. Stalin entered the extremely unpopular bloc with Herr Hitler only to save the Kremlin from the risks and disturbances of a war. After that, he found himself involved in a small war in order to justify his bloc with Herr Hitler. In the crevices of a great war, Moscow will try, also, to attain some further new conquests in the Baltic Sea and in the Balkans.


It is necessary, however, to view these provincial conquests in the perspective of the World War. If Mr. Stalin wants to retain the new provinces, then, sooner or later, he will be forced to stake the existence of his power. All his policy is directed toward the postponement of this moment.


But, if it is difficult to expect the direct military cooperation of Moscow with Berlin on the Western Front, it would be sheer light-mindedness to underestimate the economic support that the Soviet, with the help of German technology, particularly in the means of transportation, can render the German Army. The importance of the Anglo-French blockage will certainly not be annihilated, but considerably weakened.


The German-Soviet pact will have, under these conditions, two consequences. It will greatly extend the duration of the war and bring closer the moment of intervention of the United States. By itself, this intervention is absolutely inevitable.


It is a question of the struggle for world domination, and America will not be able to stand aside.


The intervention of the United States, which would be capable of changing the orientation not only of Moscow but also of Rome, is, however, a song of the future. The empiricists of the Kremlin stand with both feet on the basis of the present. They do not believe in the victory of Britain and France, and consequently they stick to Germany.


To make the Kremlin change its policy there remains only one way, but a sure one. It is necessary to give Herr Hitler such a decisive blow that Mr. Stalin will cease to fear him. In this sense, it is possible to say that the most important key to the Kremlin’s policy is now in Washington. [image: image]




OCTOBER 7, 1939


DALADIER REJECTS HITLER PROPOSALS


Declares France Will Fight To Establish ‘Real Justice And Lasting Peace’


By P. J. PHILIP 
Wireless to The New York Times.





PARIS, Oct. 6—To Chancellor Hitler’s speech before the Reichstag Premier Edouard Daladier replied this afternoon: “We must go on with the war that has been imposed on us until victory, which will alone permit the establishment in Europe of a regime of real justice and lasting peace.”


The Premier was speaking to the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee, which had asked for a full account of the diplomatic position of the country. Every member of the committee was present and at the end of the meeting the Premier was subjected to extensive questioning. His thesis was, as it was a few days ago before the Chamber of Deputies Foreign Affairs Committee, that France and Britain were making war to end the reign of aggression and to end the necessity of mobilizing every six months.


He said they wanted a lasting peace that would depend on respect for the given word and on honor and would guarantee the security of France and of all nations. Such a peace, he stressed, would exclude all domination in Europe and could be founded only on the right of peoples to their life and their liberty.


Neither France nor Britain, he declared, would lay down their arms until such a peace had been effectively secured.


UNCERTAINTIES STILL REMAIN


But millions of men are standing to arms all over Europe. Whether they will fight and where they will fight has still been left uncertain, just as it is uncertain where and how the Rome-Berlin Axis, the anti-Comintern pact and the Third International are in accord and disaccord.


That puzzlement is not confined to France. Every country is suffering from it. Amid the confusion the French have this firm faith to hold to: that their men and their Maginot Line will resist any attack, whether the war be a waiting war or a lightning war.


[image: image]


French War Minister Edouard Daladier.


They know that they do not want for themselves or for any other peoples a Europe on the Hitler model and, whether they must stand still and wait for victory or fight for it, they are prepared. They are confident, too, that the British Government, people and army are equally determined to stand fast and keep cool while Herr Hitler alternates between promising peace on his own conditions and threatening to spread the war further. [image: image]




OCTOBER 8, 1939


CHURCHILL AWAKENS BRITONS


Of All Leaders He Best Rouses
The Confidence Of the People and Their Fighting Spirit


By JAMES B. RESTON 
Wireless to The New York Times.





LONDON, Oct. 7—Great Britain’s First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston Churchill, who agreed with the poet Milton that it is “better to reign in hell than serve in heaven,” has emerged from the first five weeks of war as the most inspiring figure in Great Britain and ultimate successor to the 71-year-old Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain.


War is Mr. Churchill’s natural element. Like a happy old tugboat captain with a battered sailor’s hat on his head and a dead cigar between his teeth he has looked and sounded like a war leader. And more than any other man he has spread a little confidence about the land.


In the newspapers and—what is probably more important—in pubs, the people are beginning to talk about him and smile approvingly at his chip-on-the-shoulder attitude. He is the Cabinet member who gives the impression that he is getting a big kick out of fighting Adolf Hitler. He has dropped the diplomatic double talk of the Front Bench and has spoken in simple, blunt language.


“THE PERFECT MAN”


When Mr. Churchill went to the United States to lecture in 1900, Mark Twain introduced him.


“Ladies and gentlemen,” said the American humorist, “The lecturer tonight is Mr. Winston Churchill. By his father he is an Englishman; by his mother, an American. Behold the perfect man!”


That American connection is important. Mr. Churchill has inherited a deep vein of American candor from his mother, and while this very quality has made him many enemies and helped keep him out of No. 10 Downing Street, it is working definitely to his advantage today.


He has been condemned as a Russophobe and a Teutophobe, as an irresponsible genius, but even his old critics seem to agree now that he will make a great wartime leader. They read in Germany’s tendency to vilify him a sign that Germans fear and respect him and many are beginning to believe that he and he alone has the drive and imagination to lead the British Empire through the greatest crisis in its history. [image: image]
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Winston Churchill making a recruiting speech at London’s mansion house for the territorial army in April, 1939.




OCTOBER 15, 1939


U-BOAT SINKS BRITISH BATTLESHIP; 396 OF 1,200 ON ROYAL OAK RESCUED; SOVIET-FINNISH ACCORD HELD NEAR


By RAYMOND DANIELL 
Special Cable to The New York Times.





LONDON, Oct. 14—A torpedo from a German submarine sent the battleship Royal Oak to the bottom of the sea today and struck grief into more than 800 British homes.


Of approximately 1,200 officers and men aboard, only 378 are known to have been saved and the Admiralty feared tonight that all the others are lost.


[Shortly before midnight the Admiralty gave out a list of eighteen names, bringing the list of survivors to 396 and indicating that 804 still were missing, The United Press reported.]


It was the second heavy blow Germany has struck at the navy of this island center of a far-flung empire since the war broke out on Sept. 3. Exactly a fortnight later the aircraft carrier Courageous was sunk by a submarine with a loss of 518 lives.


Such is Great Britain’s superiority over Germany at sea, however, that it was human beings of flesh and blood instead of ships of steel that were mourned the most in government circles.


SPEEDY SINKING FEARED


Inquiry at the Admiralty regarding the probable cause of so heavy a loss of life elicited the opinion that the ship must have gone down rapidly after being hit. While British Navy ships carry lifebelts for every man and 30 per cent extra for emergencies, it was said these usually are stowed below. Probably few of the crew had time to get them. Most of those saved, it was believed, got off on carley floats or rafts.


Only the hardiest swimmers could live long in the icy waters of the North Sea even if they were wearing lifebelts, it was said.


Rescue work was complicated by a northeasterly gale. It is not known whether there was additional trouble, experienced in the case of the Courageous, of oil inches thick that covered the sea and is believed to have caused many drownings when the aircraft carrier went down.


The first list of survivors released by the Admiralty contained only a handful of names. Later it was announced that 378 were saved, among them Captain W. G. Benn and Commander R. F. Nicholls, first and second in command. [image: image]
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The British warship Royal Oak was torpedoed in Scapa Flow, an English naval base in the Northeast of Scotland, October 11, 1939.




OCTOBER 13, 1939


Prime Minister Says Bar to Peace Is the Present German Government


By RAYMOND DANIELL 
Wireless to The New York Times.





LONDON, Oct. 12—The answer of Great Britain to Chancellor Adolf Hitler’s offer of a “white” peace was given by Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain today in the House of Commons. It was an emphatic “No!” delivered with all the vehemence at the Prime Minister’s command and echoed by spokesmen for all parties.


Deeds, not words were necessary now, Mr. Chamberlain declared, to the accompaniment of cheers, if Herr Hitler hoped to convince the Allies that he wanted peace. Thus did the Birmingham business man who had tried to trade with the dictators return the onus for the final fateful decision of peace or war to the erstwhile Austrian house painter who is now German war lord.


Not by the slightest word or hint had Herr Hitler shown any intention or desire to right the wrongs done to Poland and Czecho-Slovakia, Mr. Chamberlain pointed out. Even if he had, his record of broken pledges was such that any further promise from him would require very substantial guarantees.


One thing and one thing alone, the Prime Minister declared, stood between the world and the peace so ardently desired by the people of all nations and that one thing was the present German Government.


Mr. Chamberlain spoke as an apostle of peace transformed by disillusionment into a man of action and of war. In some quarters it was felt that his blunt rejection of Herr Hitler’s peace terms would be a signal for the unleashing of all the horrors of war by the Nazis. But bombs did not rain at once on British ports, nor was there any immediate assault on the Western Front.


In the distinguished strangers’ gallery, as Mr. Chamberlain began speaking, sat August Zaleski, Foreign Minister of the new Polish Government established on French soil since the Nazi conquest. Before this afternoon’s session of Parliament he had been received by King George and had read the parts of the Prime Minister’s address dealing with the Allies’ attitude toward restoration of his native land.


The Ambassadors of Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, China, Egypt, France, Russia, Spain and Poland listened intently to every word from their gallery. Near by were the Ministers of Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Bulgaria, Iran, Yugoslavia, Latvia, the Netherlands, Rumania, Liberia, Denmark, Nepal and Finland and the High Commissioners for South Africa, Australia, Canada and Eire.


From the outset there was no doubt in the House of Commons about the tenor of Mr. Chamberlain’s reply, which had been endorsed before its delivery by France and by the British Dominions. The Prime Minister’s demeanor was that which he reserved for occasions when he intends to be firm and uncompromising. His face was grim, and his voice was raised to an unusual degree for that British leader whose umbrella had become a symbol of the school of diplomacy known as appeasement of dictators. Instead of adopting his characteristic stance, leaning with one elbow on the Treasury table, he stood stiffly upright, away from the lectern on which his manuscript lay.


CHEERS GREET REFUSAL


At first the members listened eagerly like litigants waiting for some word in the judge’s opinion that would show whether he had found for or against them. Before long that word came in the declaration that Britain could not accept Herr Hitler’s terms without forfeiting her honor and abandoning her stand that international disputes should be settled by discussion and not by force.


Cheers greeted this firm refusal to surrender without fighting for the ideals for which Britain went to war. As the Prime Minister’s speech proceeded in even more unequivocal terms, the enthusiasm of the Commons grew until at the end it was cheering every other phrase and leaders of the Opposition groups were outdoing each other in endorsing the rejection of Herr Hitler’s terms, while expressing disappointment that this nation’s war aims had not been more clearly enunciated. [image: image]




OCTOBER 16, 1939


ARMY AND NAVY ADD BILLIONS TO PLANS


HUGE NEW TONNAGE LIKELY


By HANSON W. BALDWIN 
Special to The New York Times.





WASHINGTON, Oct. 15—Both the army and the navy are due to share in large-scale expansion within the next few months of plans prepared for submission to the President and to Congress are approved.


Most of these plans, which are expected to call for an extraordinary expenditure of perhaps several billions over and above the ordinary national defense annual budget for the next fiscal year, which may approximate another $2,000,000,000, are now ready and could be submitted to the present special session of Congress after the debate on the Neutrality Act is finished.


It is more generally believed, however, that national defense legislation will await action by the next regular session of Congress opening in January.


Plans for further strengthening of the navy have been closely guarded and their details await announcement by the President or by Congress. There has been much talk about—and some public approval of—“two-ocean navy” to be attained by building enough ships to maintain in the Atlantic a fleet roughly as strong as the fleet in the Pacific, a program which would eventually cost billions of dollars.


“TWO-OCEAN” PROGRAM DOUBTED


Although the Navy Department’s official spokesman has pointed out that any program to be offered will simply be responsive to the wishes of the President and of Congress, it is believed that the navy will not suggest any such tremendous expansion as that implied by the term “two-ocean navy.”


Such a program would undoubtedly look not only toward further strengthening of our naval forces in the Atlantic, but to remedying certain deficiencies evident in our main forces in the Pacific.


The navy now has fifteen battleships in commission—twelve of them battle line ships, the others in the Atlantic—and eight building. It is probable that two more 45,000-ton battleships will be requested at the next session, bringing to ten the number under construction. Today, we have five carriers built and two building; others may be requested. Submarines and destroyers will also be asked, and, of course, cruisers.


If any material addition is made to the fleet or to our present building program, additional manpower will be required by the navy over and above that already authorized by the President since the outbreak of war in Europe.


PROBABLE PERSONNEL INCREASES


The present authorized strength, as recently set by the President when he invoked his “limited emergency” powers—a strength which the navy hopes to reach before the start of the next fiscal year—is 145,000 enlisted men and 25,000 marines. These totals will probably be increased if a further expansion program is undertaken, since the navy is already feeling a severe shortage of petty officers and men because of the commissioning of forty old destroyers for duty with the neutrality patrol.


The army’s plans, as published yesterday, contemplate an increase in the enlisted strength of the regular army to the full 280,000 authorized by the National Defense Act. The National Guard would be increased also to its full authorized quota as defined in the act, a force of approximately 420,000 enlisted men, bringing the strength of what is known as our “I. P. F.” or “Initial Protective Force” to about 705,000, plus perhaps 30,000 to 40,000 officers.


The enlisted strength of the regular army, which is now about 210,000, including the Philippine Scouts, is being raised to 227,000 under the terms of the President’s executive order issued soon after the start of the European war.


The further increase contemplated will mean, therefore, an addition of another 53,000 men to the regular forces, while the Guard would be almost doubled in strength. The Guard’s strength today is somewhat short of 200,000, but it is being increased to 235,000 under the President’s recent order. [image: image]




OCTOBER 18, 1939


BRITISH PREPARING FOR A ‘BLITZKRIEG’


Motor Units Behind Lines Are Seen in Practice by Corps of Correspondents


By HAROLD DENNY 
Wireless to The New York Times.





WITH THE BRITISH FORCES IN FRANCE, Oct. 16 [Delayed]—Though the war, which at any time may surge over the fields and villages about us, seems remote now, every element of the British Army, which is moving into position at a daily increasing pace, is on the alert as completely as if Chancellor Hitler’s legions already were on the next ridge.


Behind the front line, where the infantry, formidably armed and strongly fortified, is on guard night and day, other elements are rehearsing daily the manoeuvres that they are likely to be called on to execute in battle conditions among these very hills and valleys.


Vital among these elements is the mechanized cavalry—a new development of modern war technique, and it was your correspondent’s privilege today to participate in field exercises of this arm. These had many of the thrills of a real battle without, however, the annoyance of being shot at.


The unit that I visited was a squadron of this new horseless cavalry. It was composed of light but powerfully armored and armed tanks—which certainly will slow up if they do not themselves absolutely check any Hitlerian “Blitzkrieg” through here—and of “carriers.”


ARMED BATTLE WAGONS


These “carriers” are well-armored battle wagons carrying machine guns and rifles of various types suitable for firing on anything, including infantry, tanks and airplanes. The speed with which these carriers can get into serious action is amazing.


We saw a squadron race across an open field, come to a sudden halt, and then the personnel of all but one leaped out with their guns and mounted them for anti-aircraft work. The one carrier covered them with its machine guns. Meanwhile, the carriers whose crews were mounting guns on the ground raced for cover and in a few seconds were so well camouflaged we, who knew where they were, had difficulty in finding them even with field glasses.


Then came a sham battle in which the correspondents participated, though as backseat drivers.


The function of motorized cavalry is much the same as that of cavalry in the earlier eras—to act as a screen for other arms, to feel out the enemy and make the initial contact, to seize and to hold ground when required until infantry can come up and take over. Officers and men who are in this branch know that it is one of the riskiest in all warfare, but those we met today displayed the same easy confidence that we have seen all along the British front.


CORRESPONDENTS IN TANKS


When the positions were taken for an advance by the tanks against a simulated enemy, the correspondents clumsily climbed into these weird vehicles and found themselves in the midst of a forest of mechanical implements arranged in an incredibly small space. It fell to the lot of this correspondent to sit in the place of the tank commander with eyeslits just in front of him in a tiny subturret that he could swing with almost no effort so as to see everything going on in front and at sides and even behind, had he chosen to swing his turret in that direction.


[image: image]


Troops of the British Expeditionary Force after disembarking the troopship ‘Worthing’ at Cherbourg in France, 1939.


This little turret was like the conning-tower of a submarine. Everything was at hand to control the tank’s movement. Just in front of my face was a speaking tube to the driver, who sat straight out in front before an instrument board as intricate as that on an airplane.


My own spot was tight and well-padded with rubber at places that might strike me. Below, at my left in the main turret, was another correspondent—Webb Miller of The United Press—manning a high-powered automatic gun and also fixed so fast in his place that he was almost immune to any injury from the progress of the tank itself. He did emerge, however, with a bruised leg as the result of one of our jumps over natural obstacles.


REPORT MADE BY WIRELESS


I frankly confess that I had only the faintest idea what was our objective, and in fact there was none—merely to make contact with the enemy, report his position by wireless, with which every tank is equipped, and scoot back for cover.


The squadron commander had instructed me to give orders through the speaking tube and I did so with excellent results, I thought. I commanded “forward” when I thought that appropriate and ordered the driver to veer off the path of a tank with which I thought we might collide.


He did these things and I felt quite pleased until he began going quite contrary to my directions. After hurdling a ditch and coming to rest on the edge of a potato field, I learned that the entire operating personnel had had full instructions before we started and we emerged as merely slightly seasick passengers. [image: image]




OCTOBER 19, 1939


SHORTAGE FEARED OF SCOTCH WHISKY


231,000 CASES ON OCEAN


Loss of Two Ships With This Cargo Would Badly Deplete Supply of Aged Stocks


Special Cable to The New York Times.





LONDON, Oct. 18—There are two ships on the Atlantic tonight with 231,000 cases of eight-year-old Scotch whisky on board. If the Germans get it there is going to be a shortage of aged Scotch before long.


Distillers here say there is enough young whisky here to last at least two and a half years of a war, but all the really aged whisky available now is “depression whisky.” In 1931, 1932 and 1933 the makers were hit hard and they did not lay down nearly the normal supply.


So, what with the war and depression, whiskies are likely to get younger and dearer all the time. The price is going up because British ships carrying them to New York are traveling in expensive convoys and insurance rates for both British and United States vessels have soared since the start of the war.


WAREHOUSE INSURANCE BARRED


Then, too, distillers over here are having plenty of trouble. They cannot get any insurance for their bonded warehouses, so that an air-raid like the few in Scotland the last couple of days might seriously diminish the supply. It is possible, for some unexplained reason, for distillers to get insurance on whisky not in warehouses, but that is not going to console the boys on Broadway if a stray bomb wipes out one of their favorite distilleries.


Before long nobody is likely to be permitted to grow barley or corn over here except for “human consumption.” While there is evidence that whisky is actually consumed by human beings, there are other restrictions that prevent crops from being used for spirits.


The supply of gin also is likely to be reduced, but the same problem of an aged supply does not arise, because it is an immature spirit anyway.


EMBARGO ON DRINKING SEEN


The only immediate hope of increasing the supply of Scotch for the United States is that an embargo be placed on drinking in this country, as was done in the last war. So far, however, consumption of whisky has gone up since the blackout restricted many other forms of amusement. But if it keeps going up and the agitation for some wartime form of prohibition increases, consumption here may be reduced and so release some of the supply to the United States. [image: image]




OCTOBER 25, 1939


BELIEF RISING HERE U.S. WILL SHUN WAR


American Institute of Public Opinion Survey Shows 54% Hold to This View





The number of American voters who believe the United States will be drawn into the European war has decreased sharply since hostilities started, according to a survey made public yesterday by the American Institute of Public Opinion, of which Dr. George Gallup is director.


“Two weeks before the war broke out an institute survey found a large majority believing that the United States would be drawn into a war if it came,” the institute said. “Today opinion is more evenly divided, with a small majority saying they think the country will avoid armed participation in the present war.


“The question on which a cross-section of voters throughout the country were asked to express their views read as follows:


“‘Do you think the United States will go into the war in Europe, or do you think we will stay out of the war?’


“Those who expressed an opinion divided as follows:


Will go in 46%


Will stay out 54


“Approximately one voter in every eight (13 per cent) expressed no opinion.


“The fact that before the war a majority thought the United States would be in volved, whereas today there is a tendency to believe it can stay out, may have several explanations. First, two months ago most voters thought of the next war in terms of the last, or, in other words, a ‘war in earnest.’ The first six weeks of the present war, however, with its cautious and perfunctory fighting and the absence of bombardments on open cities in France and England during that period, have apparently caused a reduction in fear of immediate American involvement.


“Second, the voters themselves, and many experts, apparently underestimated two months ago the intensity of desire throughout the country to avoid getting into war. Since the outbreak of hostilities this intensity has manifested itself in many surveys by the institute, in letters to Congress and in other ways.


“Third, President Roosevelt has on repeated occasions since early September solemnly assured the country that the United States is not going to join the conflict. These pronouncements may have had a quieting effect. [image: image]
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