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How to get the most out of this book



This book will help you revise for the Option B1: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c.1060–88.


Use the revision planner on pages 2–3 to track your progress, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:





1  revised and understood each topic



2  completed the activities



3  checked your answers online.





The content in the book is organised into a series of double-page spreads which cover the content in the specification. The left-hand page on each spread has the key content for each topic, and the right-hand page has one or two activities to help you with exam skills or learn the knowledge you need. Answers to these activities can be found on pages 40–47.


At the end of the book is an exam focus section (pages 32–37) which gives you guidance on how to answer each exam question type.
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Contents and revision planner



Key topic 1: Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest, 1060–66


1 Anglo-Saxon society


1.1 Monarchy, government and the social system


1.2 The legal system


1.3 The economy


1.4 The organisation and influence of the Church


2 Edward the Confessor and the succession crisis


2.1 The House of Godwin


2.2 Harold Godwinson


2.3 Harold’s embassy to Normandy, Tostig’s actions, the death of Edward


3 The rival claimants for the throne


3.1 William of Normandy, Hardrada and Edgar


3.2 The Witan and the reign of Harold Godwinson


3.3 The Battles of Gate Fulford and Stamford Bridge


4 The Norman invasion


4.1 The Battle of Hastings


4.2 The reasons for William’s victory


Key topic 2: William I in power: securing the kingdom, 1066–87


1 Establishing control


1.1 Submission of the earls


1.2 Castles


2 Anglo-Saxon resistance, 1068–71


2.1 The revolt of Edwin and Morcar, 1068


2.2 Edgar Aethling and the rebellions in the north, 1069


2.3 Hereward the Wake and the rebellion at Ely, 1070–1


3 The legacy of resistance to 1087


3.1 The harrying of the north, 1069–70


3.2 Changes in land ownership, 1066–87


3.3 Maintaining royal power


4 The revolt of the earls, 1075


4.1 The reasons for and features of the revolt


4.2 The defeat of the earls and its effects


Key topic 3: Norman England, 1066–88


1 The feudal system and the Church


1.1 The feudal hierarchy


1.2 The extent of change to English society and economy


1.3 The Church in society


1.4 The Normanisation and reform of the Church


2 Norman government


2.1 Changes to government under William


2.2 The sheriff, the demesne and the ‘forest’


2.3 The Domesday Book


3 Norman aristocracy


3.1 The culture and language of the Norman aristocracy


3.2 Bishop Odo


4 William I and his sons


4.1 The character and personality of William I


4.2 Robert and the revolt in Normandy, 1077–80


4.3 William I’s death and the succession


4.4 The defeat of Robert and Odo


Exam focus


Exam technique


Question 1: Describe


Question 2: Causation


Question 3: Importance


Revision techniques


Timeline for Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c.1060–88


Answers





Key topic 1 Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest, 1060–66
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Edward the Confessor ruled England from 1042 until his death in January 1066. His last years as king were shaped by the need to acknowledge a successor, eventually culminating in the invasion of England by William of Normandy.
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1 Anglo-Saxon society


The roles of the king and his close advisers in Anglo-Saxon England were clear. Society was hierarchical and all sections knew their positions. However, the question of King Edward’s successor caused several nobles to put forward claims and 1066 became a year of invasions and battles.
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Key individual


King Edward Edward the Confessor, King of England 1042–66
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1.1 Monarchy, government and the social system


The structure of society in England was hierarchical and this was also seen in the way that the country was governed. Each group in society knew its place and obeyed those who were above them in the hierarchy.


The role of the king and nobles





•  The king was the head of the government and made all the important decisions.



•  The king had to display good military skills and also ensure that laws were made and obeyed.



•  He had to manage his nobles by cooperating with them and controlling them.



•  The earls were the most important of the nobles. There were about six of them and they were always powerful landowners.



•  If the king needed to ask for advice, he would call the Witan – literally meaning ‘a meeting of wise men’.



•  The Witan comprised the most powerful nobles and they offered the king their views.



•  The Witan could make a recommendation if the king wanted advice on the succession.





The earls and thegns





•  The earls controlled large areas of England. The most important earldoms were Wessex, Mercia, Northumbria and East Anglia.



•  The earls governed their areas for the king and prevented rebellions, upheld the law and raised armies.



•  The thegns were nobles who held their lands directly from the king in return for military service in time of war. They were less powerful than the earls.



•  To ensure good government in the earldoms, land had been divided into shires and hundreds.



•  The shires were looked after by sheriffs and hundreds were looked after by reeves.
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Key terms


Anglo-Saxon England The period of the history of the part of Britain that became known as England from the fifth century until the Norman Conquest of England in 1066


Hundred A subdivision of a shire, having its own court


Reeve A local official, in particular the chief law officer of a town or district in Anglo-Saxon England


Sheriff The chief officer of the Crown in a shire, having various administrative and judicial functions


Shire A county area in England
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Ceorls, peasants and slaves





•  Ceorls were free men who owned their land. They had to serve in an army if called on to do so.



•  Peasants rented land from the thegn and had to work on his land for three days each week.



•  About ten per cent of the 2 million population were slaves and they were not free. They had no land, and worked for the thegn as farm labourers or servants.
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Exam tip


You need to know how society was organised and how each section fitted into its hierarchy. You must know the specific names and terms within each section.
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How important


Complete the table below. Explain the importance of each of the following in society and government at the time of King Edward the Confessor. Give a brief explanation for each choice.
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