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Lake of the Clouds at Porcupine Mountains State Park






WELCOME TO Michigan’s Upper Peninsula



10 TOP EXPERIENCES


Planning Your Trip


BEST OF Michigan’s Upper Peninsula


THE CHARMING EAST


WATERFALL WONDERS


BEST SCENIC DRIVES


FALL COLORS


BEST HIKES


THE WILD WEST


WINTER WONDERLAND


MACKINAC ISLAND GETAWAY


CHASING THE NORTHERN LIGHTS


BEST CAMPING SPOTS


WILDLIFE WATCHING


Locals call Michigan’s Upper Peninsula “the world above the bridge.” Here you’ll discover miles of freshwater coastline, hundreds of picturesque trails, and countless lakes, rivers, and waterfalls.


Brandishing a rustic, even austere terrain, the U.P. offers peace and solitude. The placid eastern portion, part of the Great Lakes plain, contrasts sharply with the more rugged western half. But each offers idyllic settings for camping, boating, and fishing. The dearth of human population allows wildlife to flourish, so there’s a chance you’ll see moose, black bears, red foxes, and white-tailed deer. Having a camera at the ready is an absolute necessity.


In many U.P. towns, descendants of European immigrants maintain traditions brought to America by their ancestors. The region’s blend of heritage and warm hospitality is perhaps best experienced through the food. Be sure to try a Cornish pasty (a bread turnover filled with pork, chicken, or venison), a local favorite.


So, what doesn’t the U.P. have? Crowds and congestion. Even the larger towns imbue a small-town feel. With a population density of just 19 people per square mile, Michigan’s extreme north offers plenty of room to explore.


Welcome to America’s northern paradise.
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Presque Isle Park, Marquette






10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Kayaking along Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore.
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2 Hitting the trail, especially in Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park and Isle Royale National Park.
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3 Hitting the snow—the Upper Peninsula is tailor-made for almost any winter pastime.
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4 Diving among shipwrecks at Keweenaw Underwater Preserve and Alger Underwater Preserve.
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5 Taking a scenic drive—choose from stunning coastal highways or winding tree-lined roads.
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6 Raising a glass on the U.P. Wine Trail or at one of the many breweries.
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7 Going on a romantic getaway to Mackinac Island.








[image: image]



8 Chasing waterfalls—with over 300 to choose from, there’s no shortage of cascades to visit.
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9 Seeing wildlife, especially at Seney National Wildlife Refuge.
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10 Sailing through the Soo Locks.






Planning Your Trip



WHERE TO GO


The Straits of Mackinac


As the only physical connection between the two peninsulas, all the traffic from the Lower Peninsula funnels onto the 5-mile-long (8-km-long) Mackinac Bridge and into the great northern counterpart. The photogenic span prompts many travelers to stop with their cameras. Mackinac Island, established as a summer destination during the Gilded Age, endures as one of America’s perfect getaways. Historic sites and state parks both on and off the island bring the region’s bountiful history to life. Visit Colonial Michilimackinac State Park in Mackinaw City or Fort Mackinac on Mackinac Island for some fascinating exposure to this history.
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the Straits of Mackinac





Escanaba and the Lake Michigan Shore


The Lake Michigan shoreline makes for a pleasant drive, with dozens of waterfront stops and sandy beaches off US 2. The Garden Peninsula, which juts out into Lake Michigan, is home to Fayette Historic State Park, which memorializes the region’s mining history. Continuing to the southwest, Escanaba and Menominee each offer their special appeal. An old mining town, Escanaba is in the midst of a rebirth. Don’t overlook the city’s waterfront, where you can tour the Sand Point Lighthouse and spend time in Ludington Park.


The Superior Upland


Without question, the number one highlight of the western U.P. is the majestic Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park (a.k.a. “the Porkies”). In summer, miles and miles of hiking trails lure visitors; in winter, the area’s mountainous terrain and heavy snowfalls make Ironwood and its environs a top Midwest downhill skiing destination, offering a choice of many noteworthy ski resorts.



Keweenaw Peninsula and Isle Royale



As you journey up the Keweenaw Peninsula, the twin cities of Houghton and Hancock offer a cosmopolitan experience characteristic of college towns. Continuing north you’ll find the historic town of Calumet, perhaps the most telling remnant from the glory days of Michigan’s copper mining. You’ll end your drive in Copper Harbor, mainland Michigan’s “end of the road.”


Sequestered by Lake Superior, the rugged Isle Royale National Park can be reached only by boat or plane. The quiet isolation of the island park offers the best fishing and kayaking in the U.P.—as well as a chance to see reclusive moose and wolves.


Marquette and the Lake Superior Shore


Lake Superior’s southern shore offers some of the nation’s most beautiful scenery: tough pines, stony beaches, and craggy rocks. Rent a sea kayak or take a boat tour to see the wonderful palette of colors on the formations at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore. Marquette boasts a vibrant arts scene, a historic downtown, and tranquil Presque Isle Park. Situated on a picturesque bay, Munising is flanked by Grand Island, an offshore recreation area with unique hiking and camping options.


Whitefish Bay to the Lake Huron Shore


Whitefish Bay offers boaters welcome protection from a wildly unpredictable Lake Superior. The bay drains south into the St. Mary’s River like a giant funnel, guiding ships through the Soo Locks that connect Lakes Superior and Huron, providing the Great Lakes with an essential shipping lane. A visit to these famous locks in Sault Ste. Marie offers a first-hand look at an engineering marvel. On the shore of Lake Huron, the Les Cheneaux Islands and Drummond Island remain remote, quiet destinations that are perfect for visitors seeking pleasure boating in a secluded setting.
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KNOW BEFORE YOU GO



When to Go


Summer is when nature is at its most vibrant. However, the weather can become especially hot and humid, with July being the most uncomfortable and bug-infested month. Try to time a camping trip before the mosquitoes and blackflies hatch, generally in mid-June, or go after mid-August. Hotel rates tend to spike around July 4 and Labor Day.


Autumn may be the very best time to visit—temperatures are mild, the bugs are gone, and fall colors put on a show that rivals New England’s. Predicting the period of peak color is not an exact science, but it generally occurs around the fourth week of September. Colder temperatures begin to set in by late October.
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autumn in the Upper Peninsula





Winter arrives in early December and usually lingers through March. For winter sports, February is the likeliest to ensure good snow cover. Planning a winter trip does require special attention to detail, as some restaurants and hotels close for the winter. For more on winter in the U.P.


If you’re able, avoid November and April, both of which are characterized by unpleasant gray skies and rain-snow-sleet mixtures. Spring doesn’t begin until about mid-May at the earliest, and the shady pine forests of the U.P. can hold snow until Memorial Day or even later. Spring can be wonderful, with moderate temperatures, blossoming trees, and gushing waterfalls.


Transportation


The Upper Peninsula is accessible by any manner of transit, but for travel within the U.P., a car is an absolute necessity. Public transportation is scarce and rarely operates outside the larger cities. Distances throughout the U.P. are much greater than many people presume—it often takes hours to drive from one city to the next. Secondary roads are pretty rugged, so if you plan on venturing off the major routes, make sure your vehicle has four-wheel-drive and high clearance.
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a narrow stream in the woods





What to Pack


For many travelers to the Upper Peninsula, camping is the lodging of choice. In this case, it is essential to pack a tent and other necessities for traveling from campsite to campsite across the peninsula. Required outdoors staples include bug spray with DEET, sturdy shoes, and clothing for inclement weather. A small backpack for day trips or short hikes is also a good idea.


For other visitors, seasonal casual clothing and basic essentials are all that’s necessary. Unless you plan to dine at one of Marquette’s finer restaurants or enjoy a formal dinner at the Grand Hotel (several places on Mackinac Island have dress codes), dress clothing is unnecessary.


Purchasing a Michigan Recreation Passport is a wise investment. The annual pass allows access to any Michigan state park and offers savings at participating restaurants and stores.


If you decide to cross the International Bridge into Canada, you’ll need a passport and/or other travel documents as determined by the US Department of Homeland Security.
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BEST OF Michigan’s Upper Peninsula


THE CHARMING EAST


On a map, the enormity of the Upper Peninsula can be deceptive. The unique qualities that give the U.P. its appeal are scattered over 30,000 square miles (77,700 sq km), 14 counties, and two time zones. If you only have a week and want to experience a bit of everything—without having to work too hard to do so—stick to the eastern half. Rustic hiking trails, breathtaking lake views, and charming small towns await you.


Day 1


Chances are you’ll be arriving in Mackinaw City, the gateway to the U.P., after a very long drive from home. Check into a comfortable hotel room, enjoy a meal at one of the local restaurants, and take a bit of time to explore downtown. A respite like this is the perfect tonic for early vacation fatigue—one you’ll thank yourself for later.


Day 2


If you plan on spending just one day on Mackinac Island, it’s best to be a commuting visitor and return to your Mackinaw City lodgings at day’s end. If you do this, catch an early ferry (7:30am is the first departure) to make the most of your day. Visit Fort Mackinac, take a captivating carriage ride past the lovely Victorian cottages along the East Bluff, then visit the Governor’s Residence and the magnificent veranda at the Grand Hotel. A $10 per person charge allows access to the veranda and the public areas of the hotel, and the experience is truly unforgettable. After lunch, take in a relaxing round of golf at The Jewel or spend some time at Mackinac Island Butterfly House. If you have a sweet tooth—and who doesn’t?—pick up a wedge or two of world-famous Mackinac Island fudge at either Murdick’s Fudge or Ryba’s. Enjoy dinner on the island at the Woods Restaurant before returning to your lodgings on the mainland.
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monarch at Mackinac Island Butterfly House





Day 3


Get an early breakfast at Darrow’s Family Restaurant; you have a bit of a drive ahead of you. Cross the bridge and turn right just after the toll plaza to make a brief stop at Straits State Park. Here you can enjoy a breathtaking bridge view on the Upper Peninsula side. Next, head west along US 2. As you begin your trip from St. Ignace to Naubinway, you’ll be treated to a pleasing panorama of the Lake Michigan shore, with St. Helena Island in the distance. There are many turnouts along this route, and with a good zoom lens and clear weather, you can get a shot of the island’s lighthouse. Continue on toward Manistique and stop for lunch at Clyde’s Drive-In No. 2 for a great burger and malt. After lunch, turn off onto M-149 and head to Palms Book State Park to see Kitch-Iti-Kipi, better known as “Big Spring.” Continue on US 2, ending your day’s sojourn in Escanaba. Have dinner at the Ludington Grill. Stay in any of the excellent chain hotels along US 2 or US 41.


Day 4


After breakfast in Escanaba at the authentic Swedish Pantry, head up M-35 toward Marquette, the Upper Peninsula’s largest and most cosmopolitan city. Once you arrive, a stroll along the waterfront will be invigorating after time behind the wheel. Bring your camera so you can get some great shots of Marquette Harbor Lighthouse, a photogenic lighthouse on rocks located offshore. Grab lunch and spend the rest of the afternoon exploring the area, perhaps perusing junkyard art at Lakenenland Sculpture Park or viewing the sunset at Presque Isle Park. Choose from one of several excellent downtown dining spots for dinner before spending the night in Marquette.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Waterfall Wonders


Scattered around the U.P. are no less than 300 sites of cascading water that punctuate its vast network of rivers and streams. Most require at least a short walk to reach, but the beauty that awaits you will make the effort worthwhile. While their sizes vary in terms of width and drop (the vertical height), virtually all of the falls are in idyllic tree-lined settings.
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Spring is when the flow of water tends to be the strongest, as the runoff from the winter’s snow and ice swells the rivers, allowing gravity to work its magic. In summer, trees that are in full bloom combined with the warm temperatures can make waterfall viewing an ideal daylong activity. But autumn is without question the most satisfying time to see waterfalls—taking in the cascading stream amidst patches of yellow, orange, and crimson is endlessly engaging. Winter is for the more intrepid visitor, but you’ll be rewarded with solitude and unique beauty.


Be sure not to miss these beauties:


• Bond Falls, Paulding


• Presque Isle Falls, Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park


• Tahquamenon Falls, Paradise







TOP EXPERIENCE


Best Scenic Drives


BROCKWAY MOUNTAIN DRIVE


Distance: 9 miles (14.5 km), 30 minutes


Starting Point: M-26 at Silver River Falls


Ending Point: Copper Harbor


Without question the most spectacular drive in Michigan, this high-vista route offers an unmatched view of Copper Harbor and the rolling forests of the Keweenaw. Stop midway to soak in the panorama of Lake Superior.
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US 2


Distance: 88 miles (142 km), 1.5 hours


Starting Point: St. Ignace


Ending Point: Manistique


This stunning coastal drive hugs the Lake Michigan shoreline and offers a bevy of scenic turnouts and sandy beaches. A small detour takes you to a lighthouse viewpoint.


BLACK RIVER NATIONAL FOREST SCENIC BYWAY


Distance: 15 miles (24 km), 30 minutes


Starting Point: Bessemer


Ending Point: Black River County Park, along Lake Superior


A wooded road that twists in tandem with the Black River, this drive links noteworthy attractions, including hiking trails and waterfalls, as it makes its way to the shores of Lake Superior.


MARSHLAND WILDLIFE DRIVE


Distance: 7 miles (11.3 km), 1 hour


Starting Point: Seney National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center


Ending Point: Approximately 1 mile (1.6 km) south of starting point on M-77


The route is short but packed with adventure! This one-way loop allows motorists to see Canada geese, common loons, and trumpeter swans—maybe even a deer—as it circles the wildlife refuge.


CURLEY LEWIS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY


Distance: 37 miles (60 km), 1 hour


Starting Point: M-123, 11 miles (18 km) south of Paradise


Ending Point: Sault Ste. Marie


Following the curve of Lake Superior’s Whitefish Bay, the drive is an attraction in itself, passing through the Hiawatha National Forest and offering views of the lake. Mission Hill Overlook is a worthwhile detour for sweeping views.


WESTERN SHORELINE DRIVE


Distance: 97 miles (156 km), 3 hours


Starting Point: Copper Harbor


Ending Point: Silver City


While only portions of this drive hug the shoreline, the densely wooded route is peaceful and scenic, especially in autumn.







Fall Colors


Planning a fall color tour of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula can be tricky, as the timing of peak colors is often unpredictable. While fall colors in the Upper Peninsula typically peak between late September and early October, a given year’s weather conditions can either accelerate or delay their appearance.
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The risk is that you’ll arrive a week early and be met with a landscape of midsummer green, or you’ll come too late and be greeted by a sea of bare trees. But the fortunate traveler is in for a real treat. If your timing is right, all you need to enjoy the glory of countless trees in their peak color is the will to get outside, whether it’s on a hiking trail, in a kayak along the shoreline, or in a car on one of the main highways.


Visit The Fall Color Blog (www.fallcolorblog.com) for updates during the fall color season.


• One of the finest routes in the U.P. is the circle formed between Eagle River and Copper Harbor by US 41 and M-26, an hour-long 45-mile (72-km) loop. The scene is truly breathtaking, especially the section along US 41/Copper Country Trail Scenic Byway.


• The Keweenaw Peninsula from mid-September to early October showcases the best colors. A leisurely drive from Baraga to Copper Harbor (the base of the peninsula to the tip) is about 150 miles (241 km) and will take about three hours.


• The Marquette-Negaunee-Au Train tour will take you into the Huron Mountains on the way to Big Bay and back, as well as on a wider loop south and east of the city along M-35, US 41, M-94, and M-28. The trip is about 170 miles (274 km) and will take about three hours.


• Pure Michigan’s website (www.michigan.org) lists 10 U.P. fall foliage driving routes, including stops along the way and detailed maps for each tour.






Day 5



Grab breakfast at Donckers before setting course on M-28 for Munising and Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore. Since the colorful rocks can only be seen from the water, book either a three-hour boat tour with Pictured Rocks Cruises or a kayak tour with Pictured Rocks Kayaking. Enjoy dinner at Lake Superior Brewing Company and stay the night in Grand Marais; renting one of the Hilltop Cabins will offer a great waterfront view.


Day 6


Grab a convenient breakfast at Grand Marais Tavern and Restaurant and then hit the road for Tahquamenon Falls State Park, where you’ll find what is hands down the most magnificent waterfall in the U.P.—and that’s saying a lot! You can see the Upper Falls from the observation deck, which is only a short trail walk from the parking area. Four miles (6.4 km) downstream, the Lower Falls produce a similar spectacle. The awe-inspiring power of the falls is hard to overstate. As much as 50,000 gallons of water per second pour over Upper Tahquamenon, the second most powerful waterfall in the eastern United States, exceeded only by Niagara. Enjoy lunch at the Tahquamenon Falls Brewery and Pub before setting out for Sault Ste. Marie. Sail through the always fascinating Soo Locks with Soo Locks Boat Tours and marvel at how gargantuan ships can transit though the locks with just inches to spare. Cap off your adventure with a special dinner at Lockview Restaurant. Check in at the historic Hotel Ojibway for the night before departing for home the next morning.


Day 7


Enjoy one last breakfast before heading back to Mackinaw. Start planning your next trip on the drive home!




TOP EXPERIENCE


Best Hikes


PORCUPINE MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS STATE PARK


Escarpment Trail


8.8 miles (14.2 km) round-trip


This fairly short trail is a wonderfully scenic hike. The relatively high elevation offers a view of the Lake of the Clouds to the south, where summer greenery resembles a vast, lush carpet. Lake Superior is visible to the north.
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PICTURED ROCKS NATIONAL LAKESHORE


Miners Falls Trail


1 mile (1.6 km) round-trip


A delightful option for those unable to undertake a longer trek, this trail is an easy, flat, and well-maintained walk through sparse maple forest. Its low density allows for excellent viewing of deer and an occasional moose. The big payoff, however, comes at the end—the roaring, majestic Miners Falls.


TAHQUAMENON FALLS STATE PARK


Tahquamenon River Trail


8 miles (12.9 km) round-trip


This great trail hugs the shore of the Tahquamenon River between the Upper and Lower Tahquamenon Falls—you’re never more than about 20 feet (6 meters) from the roaring river. This is an especially nice walk in the springtime, when the current is strongest due to the melting of the winter snow and ice.


ISLE ROYALE NATIONAL PARK


Greenstone Ridge Trail


42.2 miles (67.9 km) one-way


Intended for the serious hiker/backpacker, this is perhaps the least ventured trail in the least visited park in the National Park System. Talk about experiencing nature in solitude! This four-day, three-night adventure will take you along the spine of the main island of the park. Seeing moose is not uncommon; if you’re lucky, you may even see a gray wolf.


MARQUETTE


Sugarloaf Mountain


1.2 miles (1.9 km) round-trip


The path winds past old-growth trees and rock outcroppings. The real reward, though, awaits you at the summit. The spellbinding view of Marquette, Presque Isle, and Lake Superior will be truly unforgettable.


ST. IGNACE


Horseshoe Bay Hiking Trail


6 miles (9.7 km) round-trip


Despite being close to the city of St. Ignace, this trail offers a surprising level of seclusion. This easy route runs from the trailhead to the Lake Huron shore, passing through northern white cedars and punctuated with shallow ponds.






THE WILD WEST



Adventure awaits in the western half of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Take your time to really examine the scenery—it’s much more rustic than in the east, and nothing like what you’ll find in the big city!


Day 1


Start your trip on the US 2 going west toward Iron River. Along the way you’ll cross into the central time zone and begin to see some of the rough terrain the U.P. is known for. This area was the heart of iron country during the heyday of mining. To learn about this historic period, visit the Iron Mountain Iron Mine near Vulcan. Afterward, continue on US 2 and stop in Iron Mountain for lunch; try either Bimbo’s Wine Press on East Main Street if you appreciate good Italian fare (owing to the area’s Italian heritage), or Famers on Pine Mountain Road if you’d prefer a sports bar atmosphere. Continue west on US 2, taking a brief detour into a corner of Wisconsin on the way to Crystal Falls. You’re entering the Superior Upland, the area of rough beauty also known as iron country. Stop in Crystal Falls just long enough to admire the spectacular view looking down Main Street and take a picture of the highlands in the distance. Continue west along US 2 until you come to Watersmeet. Book a room at the Dancing Eagles Hotel at the Northern Waters Casino Resort for a well-deserved rest. After dinner at the Northern Waters Sports Bar, make the short trek up US 45 to view the baffling Paulding Mystery Light.
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Main Street in Crystal Falls





Day 2


The most picturesque wilderness of the Upper Peninsula awaits you! After breakfast at the hotel, take US 45 north toward Ontonagon, where you’ll find the eastern end of Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park. Pick up picnic supplies in town before taking M-107 up the large hill to Lake of the Clouds Overlook. Park your car and make the very short hike up to the top of the cliff to take in the breathtaking view. Follow M-107 through the park, being careful of the frequent turns in the road. After exiting the park near Union Bay you’ll find a series of scenic turnouts along the Lake Superior shore. Most have tables, so stop here to enjoy your picnic lunch and chat with some of your fellow travelers. After lunch, head to Ontonagon to take in the Ontonagon County Historical Museum, which offers a fascinating look at the community’s past, with an emphasis on the logging and mining industries. The historical society also offers tours of the Ontonagon Lighthouse, an 1853 structure gradually being restored. Grab dinner at Syl’s Café and get a cabin for the night at the Mountain View Lodges on M-64, featuring a waterfront view and a sandy beach.
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1: Lake of the Clouds in Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park 2: Rock Harbor on Isle Royale





Day 3


Today you’ll be heading into the Keweenaw Peninsula, as north as you can go while still being in mainland Michigan. From Ontonagon, take US 45 to M-26 and head north. As you progress, you’ll see more pine and spruce trees mixed in with maples and elms. When you come to Houghton, a college town that’s home to Michigan Technological University, stop and take a leisurely break, possibly at Cyberia Café. Stop to view the unusual “lift bridge” linking the city to Hancock across the Keweenaw Waterway. Continue north on US 41 until you come to Calumet, considered by some to be the capital of the once-dominant copper industry. Take some time to look around at the magnificent if somewhat neglected architecture flanked by abandoned mines. Continue until you get to Copper Harbor and the end of US 41. Book a room at the Keweenaw Mountain Lodge.


Day 4


Shift into nautical mode and board the Isle Royale Queen IV for the three-hour trip to Isle Royale National Park, one of the least-visited properties in the National Park System. Although the park is very rugged and most visitors choose to camp, indoor accommodations are available at the Rock Harbor Lodge at Rock Harbor at the far eastern tip. Either way, you’ll have virtually unlimited opportunities to commune with nature.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Winter Wonderland


Although the allure of summer is what attracts most visitors to the Upper Peninsula, the cold-weather months reveal a different—and equally diverse—set of recreational opportunities. Thanks to an abundance of snow (over 200 inches/500 centimeters annually), the region’s rugged topography, and temperatures that, while cold, seldom descend to subzero levels, the Upper Peninsula is tailor-made for almost any winter pastime.
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SKIING


Downhill skiing can only be enjoyed at destination resorts. Here are a few of the best:


• Pine Mountain Resort, Iron Mountain


• Big Powderhorn Mountain, Bessemer


• Blackjack Ski Resort, Bessemer


• Porcupine Mountains Ski Area, Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park


CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING


Cross-country skiers are welcome on any of the dozens of designated trails throughout the Upper Peninsula. Try one of the following:


• Swedetown Trails, Calumet


• Copper Harbor Pathway, Copper Harbor


• Blueberry Ridge Ski Trails, Escanaba River State Forest


• Big Bay Pathway, Huron Mountains


SNOWSHOEING


Certain trails throughout the U.P. are dedicated exclusively to snowshoeing. Here are a few:


• Fumee Lake Natural Area, Dickinson


• Active Backwoods Retreat trails, Ironwood


• Michigan Tech trails, Houghton


• Estivant Pines Nature Sanctuary, Keweenaw Peninsula


SNOWMOBILING


Snowmobiling trails are plentiful in the entire Upper Peninsula. Visit www.michigan.gov/dnr and search for “Snowmobile Trail Maps” to find downloadable maps of trails that run throughout the state. Always be careful to respect private property rights and avoid trespassing. Also remember that all snowmobiles are required to be registered and have a state trail permit, available through the Michigan DNR and at snowmobile shops throughout the state.


Here are some especially choice locations for snowmobiling adventure:


• Fumee Lake and Trail 5, Iron Mountain region


• Keweenaw, Stevens, and Bill Nichols Trails, Keweenaw Peninsula


• Trails 8 and 417, Marquette area


ICE FISHING


Anglers well versed in summer fishing may want to try the different art of winter ice fishing. Venturing out onto a thoroughly frozen lake, setting up a shanty, and lowering a line through a small hole can be a challenging way to spend an afternoon.


• Manistique Lakes, Curtis


• Grand Island


• Anna River and Munising Bay, Munising


FESTIVALS AND EVENTS


A major festival is the annual Winter Carnival at Michigan Technological University, Houghton. Held in early February, the event includes snow statues, ice sculptures, a queen contest, and nighttime fireworks.





Hiking, fishing, observing wildlife, and kayaking are some of the activities you can enjoy. Spend two to three days exploring Isle Royale—a truly unforgettable experience.


Days 5-6


Take a few day hikes along some of the shorter trails into the island—Scoville Point and Lookout Louise are good choices, and the view from Ojibway Tower is phenomenal. Look into a National Park Service boat tour or rent a sea kayak and explore the shoreline yourself. Pack lunches and take them with you, but note that dinners at the Rock Harbor Lodge are satisfying.


Backwoods campers and hikers will have 165 miles (266 km) of trails to explore. There’s no way to hike it all in a few days, but a well-planned trip will have you walking from campsite to campsite while you keep a lookout for moose.


Day 7


Make sure you’re back at the ferry dock in time for the ride back to Copper Harbor. Aim to get into town a little before 6pm, just in time for dinner at the Harbor Haus. Make your way back home in the morning.


MACKINAC ISLAND GETAWAY


TOP EXPERIENCE


If you’re looking for a long, romantic weekend away with your partner, look no further than Mackinac Island. You’ll find plenty of Victorian charm, picturesque views, and recreational opportunities to enjoy with your significant other.


Day 1


After a long day of driving, take Shepler’s ferry from St. Ignace to Mackinac Island for a relaxing evening. If you’re splurging, spend the night at the Grand Hotel. If you’re on a budget, try the Inn at Stonecliffe.


Day 2


Start your day leisurely with breakfast at the hotel and a carriage tour to get the lay of the land. Stops include the Butterfly House, Fort Mackinac, and Arch Rock. Be sure to also visit the Governor’s Residence and stop for some fudge at Murdick’s. If you’re more athletically inclined, skip the carriage tour and rent bicycles from Ryba’s Bicycle Rentals. Ride along M-185 (Lake Shore Drive), which rings the island’s perimeter. Pack a picnic to enjoy in between visiting the island’s highlights. Regardless of how you spend your day, end it by watching the sunset before heading to Woods Restaurant (an off-site Grand Hotel property) for a decadent dinner.


Day 3


In the morning, return to St. Ignace for your last day of adventure. Take I-75 north to M-123, continuing for about an hour to reach Tahquamenon Falls State Park, home to one of the most beautiful waterfalls in North America. Plan on experiencing the falls up close—either by hiking the nearby trails or canoeing the Tahquamenon River. It’s an experience you won’t soon forget. From the park, check into the Paradise Inn, located in its namesake town. Spend an afternoon unwinding, and have a delightful meal at the Tahquamenon Falls Brewery and Pub before retiring. Return home in the morning.


More Ideas


• Take a sunset cruise at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore.


• Go wine-tasting along the northern shore of Lake Michigan, from Manistique to Menominee.


• Rent a rustic cabin in the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park for some privacy.




Chasing the Northern Lights


The northern lights, or aurora borealis, are a fascinating astronomical phenomenon. The majestic palette of pink, yellow, blue, and other shades occurs when charged particles emanate from the sun (a process known as solar wind) and interact with gas particles in the earth’s upper atmosphere.
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Northern latitudes are best positioned for viewing this spectacle, as they are the closest to the auroral dome, the area between 66 and 69 degrees north—far past Michigan. However, in northern areas of the continental United States, it is possible to observe the northern lights in the correct conditions.


Here are some things to keep in mind:


• The primary requirement is being in an area of near total darkness, away from any sources of light pollution and tall trees. This might include an isolated spot on the Lake Superior shore. Any other location that’s at a high elevation (to optimize your range of visibility) and away from sources of artificial light will also work. The very best location in Michigan is the Headlands International Dark Sky Park near Mackinaw City, which is designated as such by the International Dark Sky Association.


• Seeing the lights on a given night depends largely on chance, as the lights can appear suddenly and unexpectedly. However, periods of the solar maximum, the peak of an approximately 11-year cycle of solar activity, are generally best.


• But don’t be deterred if the calendar is not favorable. The most likely times of year to see the lights are during the vernal and autumnal (spring and fall) equinoxes, when the solar wind places the greatest pressure on the earth’s magnetic field. Headlands has a page on its website (see below) devoted to planning a trip to see the lights.


• Choose a night with minimal (or no) cloud cover, and as little moonlight as possible.


• Waiting to see the northern lights (or any astronomical phenomenon) requires patience and often involves staying up until very late hours—often one or two in the morning. Even during the summer, this can mean chilly temperatures, so dress appropriately.


RESOURCES:


• Headlands International Dark Sky Park (www.midarkskypark.org/stargazing/northern-lights)


• Aurora Borealis Forecaster (www.softservenews.com)


• SpaceWeatherNow (www.swpc.noaa.gov/SWN)







Best Camping Spots


For those with an outdoors spirit, the Upper Peninsula is a truly quintessential camping destination. Campers usually arrive at their site of choice, set up camp, and venture off on day hikes or fishing adventures.
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• Tahquamenon Falls State Park: From the Mackinac Bridge, take I-75 to M-123 and head north to Tahquamenon Falls State Park. Choose either the modern campground or its rustic counterpart, both located near the Lower Falls.


• Mead Creek Campground: Located off M-77 near the town of Germfask and right on the edge of the Seney National Wildlife Refuge, this campground is a true paradise for wildlife photographers and nature lovers. From the National Wildlife Refuge Visitors Center near the entrance road, choose from several nature trails, where you can see and hear loons, nesting bald eagles, beavers, river otters, and perhaps an occasional bear or moose—all of which thrive in this protected habitat.


• Indian Lake State Park: Just a short drive down US 2 from Manistique, you can experience a classic U.P. camping experience. Fish, swim, or rent a boat to venture out on crystal-clear Indian Lake. While you’re in the area, don’t forget to check out Kitch-Iti-Kipi, the fascinating natural spring in nearby Palms Book State Park.


• Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park: This is where you’ll get the quintessential U.P. camping experience. The park offers backcountry camping, hiking trails of various distances, and stunning views of the majestic landscape. You’ll also find over 35,000 acres of old-growth hardwood forest.


• Straits State Park: For those interested in a less primitive camping experience, Straits offers a spectacular view of the Mackinac Bridge as well as fully or partially serviced sites. There’s also a 1-mile (1.6-km) nature trail.







TOP EXPERIENCE


Wildlife Watching


Observing wildlife is an immensely rewarding activity, especially in a fauna-rich region like Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Watching the activities of other species helps you relate to nature in ways both inspiring and intimate. But viewing animals in their natural habitat requires knowledge, determination, and an abundance of patience.


In many cases, the species listed are widespread in their particular habitat throughout the region. The locations given for each species are the ones that will give you the best chance of seeing that species.


• Bears: Lake Superior Nature Sanctuary, Craig Lake State Park, Oswald’s Bear Ranch


• Bobcats: Drummond Island and the higher, rocky areas of the Superior Upland


• Coyotes: Ironwood and Ontonagon areas, plus the Lake Superior Nature Sanctuary


• Deer: Lake Superior Nature Sanctuary, Craig Lake State Park


• Foxes: Harbor Island National Wildlife Refuge, Isle Royale


• Moose: Isle Royale, McCormick Wilderness, Van Riper State Park


• Snowshoe hares: Harbor Island National Wildlife Refuge


• Wolves: Drummond Island, Seney National Wildlife Refuge


• Eagles: Seney National Wildlife Refuge, Sturgeon River Sloughs Natural Area, Whitefish Point


• Hawks: Keweenaw Peninsula, Whitefish Point


• Herons: Sturgeon River Sloughs Natural Area, Horseshoe Bay Hiking Trail in Hiawatha National Forest


• Loons: Drummond Island, Seney National Wildlife Refuge, Isle Royale, Whitefish Point


• Ospreys: Sturgeon River Sloughs Natural Area


• Owls: Whitefish Point, Sugar Island


• Trumpeter swans: Seney National Wildlife Refuge


VIEWING TIPS


For viewing and photographing species of migratory birds, early fall is the optimal time of year. For land animals, your chances are best during the species’ mating season. For moose and elk, it’s September and October; for wolves, look between January and February. Deer and foxes are likely to be seen between April and November and tend to be more active near dusk.


PHOTOGRAPHING WILDLIFE


If you’re traveling the Upper Peninsula at a more leisurely pace and have an interest in photography, you may want to dedicate a day or more to testing your skills in the field—and possibly be rewarded with a few compelling wildlife images.


What you’ll need: Obtaining a quality image requires two essentials: the proper gear and a good deal of patience. Since wildlife shots are normally taken from a considerable distance, a good DSLR camera equipped with a telephoto lens of at least 300 millimeters is a must. To avoid blurred images from camera shake, a tripod or some object on which to steady the camera and lens is also necessary.


What to do: Arrive at your intended viewing destination at an early hour—at daybreak if possible—and choose a spot close to where your intended subject is most likely to appear (near tall trees for birds of prey, alongside an inland lake or pond for moose or waterfowl). When setting up your equipment, set your aperture, shutter speed, ISO, and white balance in advance. To clearly capture an image of a bird in flight, a fast shutter speed (around 1/200th of a second) is important. Be aware that to compensate for this, a higher ISO will probably be necessary. Take frequent meter readings to guard against images that are either blown out or too dark. Finally, do your absolute best to remain quiet and alert. Good luck!
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the Straits of Mackinac







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Mackinac Island Butterfly House: See a wide array of geraniums while being entertained by hundreds of butterflies (click here).


S Grand Hotel: This 1887 hotel lives up to its name with 385 rooms, the world’s longest front porch, and a history of Hollywood glamour (click here).
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S Fort Mackinac: British and American troops fought here during the War of 1812. Today, costumed interpreters bring its glory days to life (click here).


S Lilac Festival: This 10-day festival in early June showcases Mackinac Island at its best, with music, food, horses, and a parade (click here).


S Mackinac Bridge: Drive across the 5-mile-long (8-km) “Mighty Mac” or stop at Mackinac Bridge View Park to take pictures of this amazing feat of engineering (click here).


S Headlands International Dark Sky Park: This park is the perfect place to absorb the wonders of the night sky, a truly breathtaking experience (click here).


S Colonial Michilimackinac State Park: The site of the original fort, built in 1715, is the location of an archaeological dig, summertime reenactments, and a big wooden replica fort (click here).


S McGulpin Point Lighthouse: This late-19th-century lighthouse has been excellently restored. Climb the stairs to get a panoramic view of the Straits (click here).
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Mackinac Bridge
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Fort Mackinac.








The Straits of Mackinac have long separated the “Yoopers” from the “Trolls.” Yoopers get their nickname from the U.P., as in, “U.P.-ers,” while “Trolls” is their good-natured name for Michiganders who live to the south, “under the bridge.”


A particular curiosity is the locale’s variant spellings. The city on the south side of the straits is Mackinaw City, but the bridge, resort island, and the straits themselves are all identified as Mackinac. Fortunately, the pronunciation is universal, with both pronounced “MACK-i-naw,” and never “MACK-i-nack.”


Five miles (8 km) wide at their narrowest point, the straits are largely responsible for the Upper Peninsula’s profound isolation. Before the completion of the Mackinac Bridge in 1957, northbound traffic to the Upper Peninsula had to wait in seemingly endless lines for a spot on one of the cross-channel ferries.
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Thanks to the bridge, the only ferries today are the passenger variety headed for Mackinac Island, one of the nation’s most incomparable travel destinations. Resting strategically between Lake Michigan and Lake Huron, and between the Upper and Lower Peninsulas, the island’s 19th-century charm has welcomed visitors since 1875, when it became Mackinac National Park—the nation’s second national park after Yellowstone. The State of Michigan has since assumed control of the park, which occupies about 80 percent of the island.


On Mackinac Island, you’ll instantly notice the absence of automobiles, which have been banned since the 1920s. As a result, Mackinac Island really does seem frozen Somewhere in Time, which happens to be the name of a 1980 movie filmed on the island, starring Christopher Reeve and Jane Seymour. The Victorian architecture and atmosphere draws families, romantics, history buffs, and those simply looking for a good old-fashioned horse-and-buggy ride.


Try not to be offended if locals refer to you as a “Fudgie,” which is usually said in good humor. While fudge wasn’t invented on Mackinac, the island has become somewhat famous for it. Odds are you’ll be buying at least a sliver of it while you’re here, which is why residents have dubbed you and the millions of other visitors with the nickname. You might say it comes with the territory.


Mackinaw City in the Lower Peninsula and St. Ignace in the Upper Peninsula bookend the Mackinac Bridge. Each place possesses a distinct personality. Stop in Mackinaw City or Mackinac Island for the fudge, in St. Ignace for the auto shows, and in both for the history. Museums in each city retell the region’s past from the original inhabitants through today. A noteworthy difference is the all-too-noticeable cultural divide. Despite being small, Mackinaw City has a slightly urban, if still northerly, atmosphere. St. Ignace, however, feels much more rustic.


If you’re looking for a good base for day trips to other U.P. locations, you can take advantage of the area’s plentiful lodgings and restaurants.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


If you’re entering the U.P. from the south by crossing the bridge, you’ll be passing through both Mackinaw City and St. Ignace. You may be on the way to Copper Harbor for some kayaking or driving west for Ironwood’s downhill skiing, but in any event it’s worth your time to get off the highway and spend some time in the straits, one of the most picturesque locations in Michigan.


Although two days will be enough time to see the best of the region, the straits’ natural beauty and Mackinac Island’s unique atmosphere often entice people to stay longer. It’s best to plan on spending a full day on the island. Island lodgings tend to be more expensive (particularly the palatial Grand Hotel), but if you don’t mind spending a little more, a stay on Mackinac Island is certainly worth it. Mackinaw City and St. Ignace can both be seen in a single day.


Summers are the busiest (and the best) season for visiting, with Mackinac Island drawing the largest crowds. St. Ignace tends to be best for outdoor activities. If you’re interested in the area’s history, you’ll want to make an afternoon of Mackinaw City’s numerous historical sites.


Accommodation Price Key
















	$

	Less than $100 per night






	$ $

	$100-200 per night






	$ $ $

	More than $200 per night









HISTORY


Native Americans knew of the straits’ abundant hunting and fishing long before the French or British arrived. Originally called Michilimackinac (Land of the Great Turtle), the island was considered sacred by the Anishinaabe-Ojibwa, who believed it was populated by the first people and home of the Great Spirit Gitchie Manitou. In addition to using the island as a gathering place, the Ojibwa, Ottawa, and other nations hunted on Mackinac Island and neighboring Bois Blanc Island. Their success allowed them to trade some of their catch to nations farther south in exchange for vegetables and grain.


Europeans arrived in the 17th century. The first were French Jesuits who arrived in the 1670s both to take advantage of the fur trade and to convert the Ojibwa to Christianity. Jacques Marquette, a priest and an explorer, founded a town and a mission at St. Ignace in 1671, naming it after the founder of the Society of Jesus, Saint Ignatius of Loyola. It was quickly followed by a trading post and later by Fort Michilimackinac on the site of present-day Mackinaw City.


During the 18th century, the British and French skirmished over the land, with the fort periodically changing hands. The 1763 Treaty of Paris, signed at the conclusion of the French and Indian War, gave all French land east of the Mississippi to the British. Seven years later, the British commander abandoned the fort for a more easily defendable position on Mackinac Island, where the British would overstay their welcome even after the land was given to the United States following the American Revolution.


American soldiers took possession of Fort Mackinac in 1796 and held it for almost 20 years. During the War of 1812, the British retook the fort by invading the island under cover of night and surprising the Americans, who surrendered without a fight. The British ran the fortification for two years, despite repeated American assaults aimed at retaking it. In 1814 the Treaty of Ghent ended the war and returned the island to the United States.


Throughout it all, the fur trade formed the foundation of the area’s economy. Europeans traded canoe-loads of goods for pelts from beavers and other animals that had been trapped by the Ojibwa. Mackinac Island became one of the country’s most valuable trading posts during the 1820s, making way for the country’s first millionaire, John Jacob Astor. His American Fur Company was the leader in Mackinac’s thriving fur trade. After overhunting ended the industry, it was replaced by commercial fishing.


After the era of military conflicts, Mackinac Island began to earn a reputation as one of the nation’s most popular and fashionable resorts of the Victorian era, drawing travelers from the Midwest and beyond. By the second half of the 19th century, lumber barons, railroad magnates, and other wealthy Americans began building large, sumptuous cottages on the island, many of which still stand today and can be viewed on one of the Mackinac Island Carriage Tours.


When cars first arrived on the island, their presence proved highly controversial. These “mechanical monsters,” as they came to be known, were loathed for their noise and emissions and also because they frightened the horses. Many communities around the country decided at first to ban automobiles, but eventually virtually all succumbed to the inevitable. Mackinac Island remains perhaps the last vestige of this era, where cars (and most other forms of motorized transit) have been prohibited since 1898. Some 600 horses serve visitors during the summer months—a number that dwindles to just a few dozen in the winter. The horses, carriages, and well-kept Victorian homes and hotels combine to give Mackinac its timeless charm, while maintaining its status as one of the Midwest’s most popular vacation destinations.


Mackinac Island


During its peak tourism season, Mackinac Island draws some 15,000 people each day. This little island sports a rich history: Native Americans, French fur traders, and British soldiers eventually gave way to Victorian resorts. By design, the island today displays little evidence of the contemporary world.
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Despite this fidelity to history, much of the downtown can feel somewhat touristy, especially when packed with visitors. But there are plenty of treasures here for those willing to look. Most of the island—80 percent of it—is undeveloped state land, some of which adjoins the downtown area by just a block or two. Fortunately, getting away from the showy commercialism is easy.


SIGHTS


Downtown


After disembarking from the ferry, you may decide to linger awhile so you can get a glimpse of the necessary “heavy lifting” that keeps Mackinac Island running. Workers unload cartons of vegetables from ferries and reload them by hand onto drays (horse-drawn wagons) for delivery to local restaurants. Another horse-drawn wagon pulls huge bales of hay to feed the island’s numerous equines. Even the USPS and UPS carriers do their routes on bicycle, pulling carts loaded with letters and packages.


After spending a little time at the four blocks of shops and restaurants on Main Street, make the most of your visit by getting off the main drag. For an overview of what the island has to offer, take a carriage tour with Mackinac Island Carriage Tours (906/847-3307, www.mict.com, $39 adults, $16 ages 5-12, free under age 5, hours vary, early-May-late Oct.), located across from Shepler’s ferry dock next to the chamber of commerce. The pleasant, narrated tour takes about 1 hour and 45 minutes, rambling along at a relaxing pace past the Grand Hotel, Arch Rock, Skull Cave, Fort Mackinac, and most of the island’s other key sites. This locally owned business is the world’s largest horse-and-buggy livery, with more than 300 horses, mostly crosses of beefy Percherons, Belgians, and Clydesdales. Seasonal peak hours (mid-June through Labor Day) are 9am-5pm (weather permitting), with slightly shorter hours from early May to mid-June and after Labor Day through the end of October.



Market Street



One block inland from Main Street, some of Mackinac’s original residences line up along Market Street. Much quieter than Main, Market Street has several interesting stops for visitors. At 7342 Market Street, the headquarters of John Jacob Astor’s American Fur Company is now the Robert Stuart House Museum (906/847-8141, 10am-4pm daily May-Oct., donation). The 1817 building is named for the man who was once Astor’s resident agent on the island. It retains many of its original furnishings, including fur company ledgers, fur weighing scales, and other artifacts.


One block west, knowledgeable interpreters demonstrate spinning at Biddle House and ironsmithing at the Benjamin Blacksmith Shop. These and other historic buildings are part of Mackinac Island State Park, and are included with the admission ticket to Fort Mackinac, although they have shorter hours than the fort: 11am-6pm daily, $13.50 adults, $8 ages 5-12. A discount is offered for online ticket purchases. For current information, stop by the park visitors center across from Marquette Park on Huron Street, or contact Mackinac State Historic Parks (231/436-4100, www.mackinacparks.com).


On the other side of Marquette Park, you’ll find the Richard & Jane Manoogian Mackinac Art Museum (7070 Main St., 906/847-3328, www.mackinacparks.com, 10am-6pm daily Memorial Day-Labor Day, 10am-4:30pm daily Labor Day-Oct. 8, $10 adults, $6.50 ages 5-12). The museum presents arts in various media that reflect a wide swath of regional history—hand-beaded Native American garments, 18th century maps of the Great Lakes, and stunning photographic prints from the early 20th century. Guided tours and rotating exhibits are offered.



S Mackinac Island Butterfly House



Tucked away on McGulpin Street is the Mackinac Island Butterfly House (906/847-3972, www.originalbutterflyhouse.com, 10am-7pm daily summer, 10am-6pm daily May 1-Memorial Day and Labor Day-third week of Oct., $8 adults, $5 ages 5-11, free under age 5). Owner Doug Beardsley used to use his greenhouses to grow thousands of geraniums for the Grand Hotel and other clients. He relied on biodynamic growing methods, releasing beneficial insects to care for his plants instead of using chemical sprays. When economics made his small greenhouse less viable, he stuck with his insects. After hearing about a butterfly house in Europe, Beardsley added some different plants and began ordering pupae from around the world. Now hundreds of butterflies flutter freely in his greenhouse atrium, some nearly 6 inches (15 cm) long. You can observe them up close on walls and plants, or sit still long enough and they’ll land on your knee—an experience that is both unusual and delightful.


Ste. Anne’s Catholic Church


You’ll find Ste. Anne’s Catholic Church (906/847-3507, www.steanneschurch.org), the oldest church on Mackinac Island, near the butterfly house. It’s worth even a brief visit to take in its architecture and history. Ste. Anne’s is a testimony to the island’s long history of Roman Catholicism, with Jesuits being the first nonnatives to arrive here. The parish has served the island community since the 1740s.


In addition to frequent masses (10:30am Sun., 11am Tues.-Fri.), you’ll find a community square dance on the spacious front porch once a week. The basement hosts a small museum (10am-4pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-5:30pm Sat., 9am-3pm Sun., free) that preserves and interprets the religious history of Mackinac Island. A number of religious articles and church documents (baptismal, marriage, and burial records) date as far back as 1695.


Ste. Anne’s gift shop has souvenirs and collectibles, plus standard religious items. If you’re interested in old cemeteries, you’ll want to check out Ste. Anne’s Cemetery, up the hill behind Fort Mackinac on the way to Fort Holmes.



S Grand Hotel



The iconic Grand Hotel (286 Grand Ave., 800/334-7263, www.grandhotel.com), a gracious edifice built on a scale appropriate to its name, has become practically synonymous with Mackinac Island. It is one of the largest summer resorts in the world, operating each year from early April through late October. Its famous 660-foot-long (200-meter) covered front porch gets decked out each spring with 2,500 geraniums planted in seven tons of potting soil. Its 12 restaurants and bars serve as many as 4,000 meals a day. The resort’s impeccable grounds offer guests every amenity, from saddle horses to designer golf to bocce ball to swimming in the outdoor pool made famous by 1940s actress Esther Williams, who filmed This Time for Keeps here.


Opulence and refinement were the goals of the railroad and steamship companies when they formed a consortium to build the Grand Hotel in 1887, located on a hill with a commanding view of the straits. The wealthiest Mackinac Island visitors have stayed and continue to stay at the Grand Hotel.


Unlike other resorts from the Gilded Age that burned to the ground or faded, the Grand Hotel has managed to maintain its grace and dignity. It still hosts all manner of celebrities and politicians—five U.S. presidents to date—and still offers a sip of a truly bygone era with afternoon tea in the parlor each day and demitasse served after dinner each evening. Room rates still include a five-course dinner in the soaring main dining room. For men, the evening (6:30pm) dress code calls for jackets and ties, and for women, skirts, dresses, or formal pantsuits.


The Grand Hotel’s time-capsule setting prompted director Jeannot Szwarc to choose it as the location for the 1980 film Somewhere in Time, starring Christopher Reeve, Jane Seymour, and Christopher Plummer. For whatever reason, the movie has developed a huge following; its fan club reunites at the hotel each year in late October.


While room rates can get outright absurd, they include breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and perhaps can be considered a worthwhile splurge if you’d like to experience a level of hospitality reminiscent of the Gilded Age. Each of the 385 rooms is decorated differently, and the entire hotel is air-conditioned. A more affordable option is to stay just one night for the experience and then book less expensive lodging on or off the island for the rest of your visit.


Enjoy this moment in time—take tea, loll in the recently updated pool, or dance to the swing orchestra in the Terrace Room. Nonguests can sneak a peek at the hotel’s public areas and grounds for a mildly unreasonable fee ($10 adults, $5 ages 6-9, free under age 6). The charge is intended to reduce the number of sightseers. Highly recommended are a stroll through the grounds, which are filled with Victorian gardens blooming with 25,000 tulips in spring, and a visit to the snazzy Cupola Bar.


Governor’s Residence


From Marquette Park, follow Fort Street up the hill to the Governor’s Residence at the corner of Fort Street and East Bluff Road. The state purchased the “cottage” (the fact that it lacks central heat qualifies it as such) in 1945. The home is the official summer residence of Michigan’s governor. The house is open for free tours of the main floor (9:30am-11:30am Wed., June-Aug.), except when the governor is in residence. Photography is not permitted inside the house. For more information, contact Mackinac State Historic Parks (231/436-4100, www.mackinacparks.com).




Somewhere in Time




Beyond fantasy. Beyond obsession. Beyond time itself . . . he will find her.


Somewhere in Time





Your reaction to the tagline for Somewhere in Time, a 1980 movie starring Christopher Reeve and Jane Seymour that was filmed at the Grand Hotel, is a pretty good indication of whether you’ll love or hate the movie. If you find it hopelessly romantic, a bit old-fashioned, and somewhat endearing—go rent the movie now. But if you thought it was too sweet and you shuddered a little, you might want to make another choice.
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the Grand Hotel





The film (which is based on the 1975 novel Bid Time Return, by Richard Matheson) tells the story of Richard Collier, a playwright, who one day has a strange encounter with an old woman who says to him, “Come back to me.” While staying at the Grand Hotel, Richard tries to figure out who the old woman is. He soon learns she was an early-20th-century actress named Elise McKenna and quickly becomes enamored of her. Through self-hypnosis, Richard travels back in time, where he meets Elise and the two fall in love. But will Richard be able to stay in 1912?


Mackinac Island’s Victorian setting, and in particular the Grand Hotel, made it a natural location for the film. Unfortunately, when the movie was released it was much maligned by film critics, and its only Oscar nod was for Best Costume Design. Still, it has found a passionate following among people who are enthralled by its story of timeless love and old-fashioned values. In fact, the Somewhere in Time fan club has met at the Grand Hotel for a weekend each October since 1991.


It really is a good, if affected, movie that’s perfect for Valentine’s Day or a first date, and it’s a great way to relive your Grand Hotel stay or just to peek inside.






S Fort Mackinac



Located at the crest of the bluff, whitewashed Fort Mackinac (Huron Rd., 231/436-4100, www.mackinacparks.com, 9am-5pm daily early May-early June, 9:30am-7pm daily early June-early Sept., 9:30am-5pm daily early Sept.-early Oct., 11am-4pm early Oct.-late Oct., $15.50 adults, $9.25 ages 5-12) is worth a visit for the views alone, presiding over—as forts often do—the downtown, the marina, and Lake Huron. But there’s also plenty to see at this military outpost, which the British and Americans fought over for nearly 40 years.
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1: costumed interpreters at Fort Mackinac 2: Mackinac Island Butterfly House 3: the Governor’s Residence 4: Ste. Anne’s Catholic Church





Along with peering over the parapets, you can wander in and out of 14 buildings that make up the fort. The barracks, officers’ quarters, post hospital, and other buildings are filled with interpretive displays and feature period decor. Costumed guides lead reenactments, including musket firing and cannon salutes. A short audiovisual presentation, The Heritage of Mackinac, explains the fort’s basic history.


Admission to the fort also includes admission to the Benjamin Blacksmith House, the Biddle House, and the Richard & Jane Manoogian Mackinac Art Museum. If you’re planning to visit the sister parks on the mainland—Colonial Michilimackinac, Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse, or Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park—the Mainland Combination ticket ($31.75 adults, $22.25 ages 5-12), which is valid for seven days after purchase, is the best deal. For information, stop by the park visitors center across from Marquette Park on Huron Street.


East Bluff


Some of the island’s more impressive cottages line up along East Bluff. Wander east from the governor’s mansion to see some of these Victorian marvels. Happily, most survived the Depression era—when they could be purchased for pennies on the dollar. Today, these well-tended homes are often valued at over $2 million.


Work your way down one of the sets of public steps to the lakefront, where Main Street becomes Huron Street. Continue your walk east, passing smaller but no less appealing cottages and homes. Many are skirted with geraniums and lilacs, the island’s signature flowers, and boast stunning views of the straits.


Mackinac Island State Park


Too often overshadowed by cultural attractions and touristy diversions, Mackinac Island’s natural history has drawn scientific interest for over 200 years. In the early 19th century, botanists discovered several species new to science, including the dwarf lake iris, still found only in the Straits of Mackinac region.


The island’s landscape comprises fields, meadows, marshes, coastline, swamps, bogs, and a boreal forest. Early scientists marveled at the island’s unusual topography, especially the brecciate limestone that has been sculpted by millennia of wind and waves. The result is some dramatic rock formations, like the giant inland slab of limestone called Sugar Loaf Rock, the lakeside caves of Devil’s Kitchen, and impressive Arch Rock, which rises nearly 150 feet (46 meters) above the eastern shore and spans some 50 feet (15 meters).


In recognition of the park’s distinctive “natural curiosities” and growing tourism, the federal government created Mackinac National Park in 1875—following Yellowstone as the nation’s second national park. Twenty years later it was returned to Michigan and became Mackinac Island State Park, Michigan’s very first state park. Today the park is managed by an entity known as Michigan State Historic Parks, which includes Fort Mackinac, Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse, Colonial Michilimackinac, and the Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park. Admission fees vary considerably, so it’s best to visit www.mackinacparks.com/explore-mackinac/admission for full information. Keep in mind that “package and family deals” are available if you’re planning on visiting more than one park or if you’re traveling as a family.


Walk, run, ride, or bike, but make sure you get out of the center to really see Mackinac Island. You’ll be surprised how quickly you can leave the crowds behind as you set out on Lake Shore Drive, the paved 8-mile (12.9-km) path (which has a state highway designation, M-185) that circles the island. The road never wanders far from the pleasant shoreline and passes many of the island’s natural features, which are well marked. Traveling clockwise, the first you’ll reach is Devil’s Kitchen; heading in the opposite direction, you’ll arrive first at Arch Rock, the most dramatic of Mackinac’s limestone oddities.


About halfway around, on the island’s northwestern side, is British Landing, where British soldiers infiltrated the island during the War of 1812. They hiked across Mackinac’s interior, surprising the American garrison at the fort—who were apparently looking the other way—and recaptured the island. There’s a small nature center here, staffed in summer by a helpful naturalist. Hike the short (0.2-mile/0.3-km) nature trail, which has several interpretive signs as it weaves up a bluff.


After passing British Landing, you’ll come to Sunset Rock, which is perhaps the most photo-worthy spot on the island. Located just behind the Inn at Stonecliffe and marked by a pleasant stone grotto, the location offers an unparalleled view to the west across the straits, prominently featuring the Mackinac Bridge.


British Landing is also a good spot from which to head inland and explore the island’s interior. British Landing Road bisects the island and links up with Garrison Road near Skull Cave, leading to the fort. It’s a hilly 3-mile (4.8-km) trip from shore to shore. British Landing Road is considered a major thoroughfare by Mackinac standards, meaning it accommodates horses, carriages, and bikes.


SHOPPING


Fudge


Sooner or later you’ll succumb to Mackinac Island’s famous fudge. A visitor treat since Victorian times, the confection can be found in shops lining Main Street. Two of the oldest, Murdick’s Fudge (7363 Main St., 906/847-3530, www.murdicksfudgemackinacisland.com, 9am-10pm daily) and Ryba’s (7314 Main St., 906/847-3347, www.ryba.com, 9am-10pm daily) have multiple island locations, while Murdick’s also has a shop in Mackinaw City. Ryba’s also has two Chicago locations and another in the Detroit suburb of Fraser. You can buy a sizable slab to take or mail home, or just a small sliver to nibble. Both stores also accept phone orders and will ship virtually anywhere. A little goes a long way—it’s very rich stuff.


Another great source of the island’s best known confection is the Murray Hotel Fudge Company (7260 Main St., 906/847-3360, www.mymurrayhotel.com/fudge-co, 8am-8pm daily), located inside the Murray Hotel. Situated right in the vintage hotel’s lobby, the fudge shop offers some unusual flavors, including Bailey’s Irish Cream, Lemon Meringue, and Grasshopper (mint, Oreo, and chocolate). Sound good?


Gifts and Souvenirs


The Balsam Shop (7427 Main St., Surrey Hill, 906/847-3591, https://balsamshop.com, 9am-5pm daily Apr.-Nov., by appointment Dec.-Mar., online shopping available year-round) is an upscale store featuring quality Mackinac Island-themed merchandise—drinkware, ornaments, and stationery plus a variety of candles and pottery.


ENTERTAINMENT


For the best of the island’s live music, you’ll want to check out the Grand Hotel, which offers plenty of live entertainment nightly. Catch live music at the Jockey Club at the Grand Strand, listen to the Grand Hotel Orchestra in the Terrace Room, or hear live bands at the Gate House. You can also find live entertainment at the Cupola Bar and at Woods Restaurant. All venues are under the aegis of the Grand Hotel, although the Gate House, Jockey Club, and Woods Restaurant are located nearby and are off-site. You’ll find acoustic music at Mission Point Resort’s Round Island Bar and Grill downtown. It also features a number of HDTVs, providing a sports-bar atmosphere.


It’s easy to understand why designated pub crawls are so popular on the island—it’s hard to get an impaired driving infraction when there are no cars. Local retailers join in the game, selling T-shirts commemorating the experience (you might not remember it otherwise). Try not to overdo it; finish your crawl over the course of a few nights. A few quality destinations are the Yankee Rebel Tavern (1493 Astor St., 906/847-6249, www.yankeerebeltavern.com), Millie’s on Main (7294 Main St., 906/847-9901, https://milliesonmain.com), and Horn’s Bar (7300 Main St., 906/847-6154, www.hornsbar.com).




Tackling Mackinac by Bike


For most visitors, their exposure to Mackinac Island is limited to the few blocks near the boat docks, Fort Mackinac, and maybe the Governor’s Residence and the veranda of the Grand Hotel. But convenient alternatives are available to accommodate the more adventurous.


For a different perspective, rent a bicycle from any of the rental shops along Main Street and set off on a ride along M-185, better known as Lake Shore Drive. This idyllic route hugs the shoreline along the entire circumference of Mackinac Island and offers a bevy of scenic views—and a few challenging hills.
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biking along M-185





Despite the absence of motor vehicles, M-185 is an official Michigan state trunk line highway and is maintained by the Michigan Department of Transportation. Other than the noticeably narrower lanes, the road otherwise resembles any other highway: two lanes of paved asphalt complete with mileposts and directional signs.


The total length of the route is approximately 8 miles (12.9 km). If you choose to start out at Mission Street and pedal east, you’ll find the first few miles the toughest, with most of the stretch running uphill.


But you’ll be rewarded with some notable points of interest—Arch Rock, the British Landing site, plus Devil’s Kitchen. Bring along your camera, as you’ll find some very photo-worthy spots. When you get to British Landing (about two-thirds of the way if you ride counterclockwise) you’ll find a pleasant rest stop with a concession stand and benches.


Most people take 1.5 to 2 hours to complete the ride. After finishing, head to one of the Main Street pubs and toast your adventure!






FESTIVALS AND EVENTS




S Lilac Festival



For 10 days in early June, Mackinac Island celebrates the Lilac Festival (800/454-4227, www.mackinacisland.org), during which visitors can enjoy live music; A Taste of Mackinac, which showcases the talents of local chefs; and the Feast of Epona, the Celtic goddess of horses. Events culminate with the Grand Parade, one of North America’s few all-hitch horse parades. Other events include a dog and pony show, an art print competition, and a 10K run. Each year the parade has a unique theme. The crowd is smaller than for the Labor Day Bridge Walk but still busy. Celebrations on this order represent Mackinac at its best. The event commemorates the lilac, which is Mackinac Island’s unofficial flower.


Other Festivals


Early in August, the Mackinac Island Horse Show (www.mackinachorses.org) celebrates the island’s love of all things equestrian, with events like showmanship and grooming, English and Western equestrian, and barrel racing. During the Mackinac Island Fudge Festival in late August, the Fudgies get their due as the entire island turns out to celebrate the estimated 10,000 pounds of fudge made each season.


RECREATION


Carriage Rides and Horseback Riding


With more than 600 horses calling the island their summertime home, you won’t be able to turn a corner without bumping noses with these beautiful animals. But to be honest, who would want it otherwise? It isn’t every day you get the chance to ride a carriage down Main Street or take a buggy on an island circuit. Just be certain to exercise appropriate courtesy. Do not pet or touch a horse until first asking permission from its rider, and do not step immediately behind a horse, as they can kick if they feel threatened.


Take a carriage tour with the island’s largest livery, Mackinac Island Carriage Tours (7396 Market St., 906/847-3307, www.mict.com), operating since 1869, or Gough Carriages (corner of Main and Fort Streets, adjacent to Marquette Park, 906/847-1053, www.goughcarriages.com), both offering personalized tours of the island in relatively small carriages. The guides are knowledgeable, and hourly rates run $180-270, depending on the total number of guests, but if the tour includes two or more families, they can split the fee among them, allowing for a cost-efficient hour. Both companies begin their tours on Market Street near the Father Marquette statue.


You’ll be able to take the reins during a drive-it-yourself buggy tour from Jack’s Livery Stable (7754 Mahoney Ave. at Grand Ave., 906/847-3391, www.jacksliverystable.com, May-Oct., $100 per hour for 2 passengers, $120 for 4, $140 for 6). After gauging your skill with horses, one of the livery’s professionals will give you driving instructions before setting you loose on the town with a free map. At their sister company, Cindy’s Riding Stable (7447 Market St., 906/847-3572, www.cindysridingstable.com, May-Oct., $60 per hour), you can take one of the 30-plus saddle horses out on your own; located on Market Street across from the Biddle House, Cindy’s Riding Stable rents horses only—no carriages.


Trails


Mackinac Island State Park has more than 2,250 acres with over 70 miles (113 km) of trails and footpaths suitable for exploration on a bicycle or on foot. Pick up a free Mackinac Island Map, available all over town, and venture off. The map marks the location of old cemeteries, rock formations, and other points of interest, but it’s even more appealing just to explore the more obscure trails on your own and discover the pristine and tranquil side of Mackinac Island. Everything is well marked, and getting lost is difficult since you’re on a relatively small island.


Runners can participate in the Lilac Festival 10K in early June, the Mackinac Island Eight Mile in mid-September, or late October’s Great Turtle Half Marathon. Visit Run Mackinac (810/487-0954, www.runmackinac.com) for more information.


There are plenty of shops that offer hourly bicycle rentals for single-speed bikes, mountain bikes, bikes for children, tagalongs, buggies, or tandems for the romantic. Most rentals run about $9 per hour or $65 per day, but rates vary depending on the equipment. Ryba’s Bicycle Rentals (7245 Main St., 906/847-3208, www.rybabikes.com) is a great resource and also offers baby carts, strollers, tagalongs, and electric wheelchairs for disabled people. Another reputable source is the Mackinac Island Bike Shop (7425 Main St., just east of Shepler’s dock, 906/847-6337, www.bikemackinac.com), where no deposit is required and the price you pay is prorated to the quarter hour.
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1: bikes on Mackinac Island 2: Mackinac Island State Park 3: trail on Mackinac Island





If you plan to do a lot of cycling, you may want to bring your own bike, since you can transport it on the ferry for about $13 round-trip. A hybrid or mountain bike is best for negotiating the island’s myriad trails.


In order to accommodate visitors with disabilities, Mackinac Island has relaxed its ban on motorized transportation, albeit slightly. For those in need, motorized scooters or wheelchairs can now be rented from vendors on Market Street, right near the ferry embarkation point. This makes it possible for people with physical challenges to enjoy Mackinac Island. Be aware, however, that most electric scooters are not powerful enough to climb the steeper inclines, such as the ramp up to Fort Mackinac.


On the Water


One way to enjoy the straits is on a Sip ’n Sail cruise (off Main Street between the Seabiscuit café and the taxi office, 844/906-9006, www.puremichiganboatcruises.com). There are eight cruise options, including the Sunset Cruise with entertainment and libations; Easy Like Sunday Morning, a leisurely trip around the island’s most noteworthy points, including Arch Rock, British Landing, and the Grand Hotel; and the Bloody Marys and Mimosa Tour under the Mackinac Bridge. All cruises are $53 per person. Children are welcome on board but must pay the full fare. Private charters are also available. All cruises are approximately 1.5 hours.


Mackinac Island’s beautiful coastline is perfect for relaxation and picnicking, and often tempting for those looking to take a dip, especially children. The east side of the island is best for the little ones, but be warned: the rocky shores require swimming shoes or sandals, and there are no lifeguards, so swim at your own risk. The waters of the straits can also be rather chilly, even late in the season.


Of course, you can always bring a rod and reel and fish off the rocks on Mackinac Island’s shore, but the lure of the Great Lakes makes deepwater fishing one of the island’s most popular summer activities. There are no fishing charter services based on the island, but, as with parasailing, a few private boats dock here.


Golf


In addition to a pleasant afternoon on the links, golfing Mackinac brings with it a unique thrill: golf carts are among the very few powered vehicles allowed on the island. So while other visitors are struggling to rein in an unruly horse or hoofing it across the island, you’ll be driving something that’s actually motorized.


Mackinac is the proud home of the oldest continuously played golf course in Michigan, Wawashkamo (906/847-3871, www.wawashkamo.com, $95 for 18 holes with cart, $70 without, 9 holes $60 with cart, $45 without). Vacationers have been golfing the course’s nine holes since 1898, and the second set of tee placements makes it possible to play a full 18 holes on rough natural terrain, which includes traditionally Scottish thistle and heather. Wawashkamo means “walk a crooked trail,” and it is built on a former battlefield from the War of 1812, adding to its historical appeal. Lower rates are available for twilight golf (4pm-7pm) and during the spring and fall months.




Winter on Mackinac Island


Mackinac Island is a bit trickier to get to once the straits freeze over, but for those willing to make the extra effort, a winter paradise awaits, along with considerably smaller crowds and a calming solace.


SKI AND SNOWSHOE TRAILS


The 70-plus miles (113-plus km) of trails that bring out the hikers, bikers, and runners in summertime are transformed into cross-country ski and snowshoe trails for winter. Volunteers of the Mackinac Island Ski Club team up with the state park to maintain a series of groomed winter trails.


Cross-country skiing and snowshoeing trails on Mackinac Island are concentrated on the eastern half of the island, bounded between M-185 on the east and British Landing Road on the west. One example is the Crooked Tree Trail, which begins just east of Mackinac Island Airport and continues for about 0.5 miles (0.8 km) before ending at Soldier’s Garden. A more lengthy option (about 1.2 miles/1.9 km) is the Tranquil Trail, which branches off of the British Landing Nature Trail and continues north before curving gradually south and terminating at Eagle Point Cave.


Although some hotels have ski and snowshoe equipment they’ll loan to guests, there are no outfitters on the island to rent equipment. A source to stop at en route to the island is Bahnhof Sport (1300 Bay View Rd., Petoskey, 231/347-2112, https://bahnhof.com). As a courtesy, flights transporting guests in the winter will allow ski equipment on the plane.


ACCOMMODATIONS


Since most of the island shuts down well before the snows come, winter lodging is limited. Check out Bogan Lane Inn (1420 Bogan Lane, 906/847-3439, www.boganlaneinn.com, $$), Pontiac Lodge (across Main St. from Shepler’s dock, 906/847-3364, www.pontiaclodge.com, $$), or Harbor Place Studio Suites (7439 Main St., 800/626-6304, https://harbor-place-studio-suites-mackinac-island.booked.net, $$$).


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


Due to the thick ice that coats the straits each winter, ferry service is severely limited. The lone option is the Mackinac Island Ferry Company, which operates the Star Line (www.mackinacferry.com). Their fleet includes the Huron, which is equipped with a reinforced steel hull that can cut through ice. The Star Line offers three daily departures from St. Ignace for as long as possible during the winter season.


Once the ice becomes prohibitively thick, however, flying to the island is the only option. Fresh Air Aviation (www.freshairaviation.net) offers on-demand flights daily to Mackinac Island Airport (MCD) from St. Ignace (one-way $46.50 adults, $32.50 under age 12, with a two-fare minimum; round-trip rates are double).


Horse-drawn taxis are available from Mackinac Island Carriage Tours (906/847-3323, www.mict.com) with advance reservations. Be sure to bundle up!





The Grand Hotel’s 18 holes, known as The Jewel (906/847-3331, guests $185 for 18 holes, $100 for 9 holes, nonguests $200 for 18 holes, $110 for 9 holes; all rates include cart), consists of two nine-hole courses—the original Grand Nine, across the street from the hotel, and the Woods Nine, in the island’s interior. The Grand was built in 1901 and was redesigned in 1987 by noted golf course architect Jerry Matthews, who also designed the Woods course, added in 1994. Horse-drawn transportation is provided between the two courses.


Mission Point Resort hosts The Greens at Mackinac (906/847-3007, www.missionpoint.com, 18 holes $20 adults, $9 under age 13), the executive putting greens where even the most experienced putters can hone their skills or try out the merchandise from the pro shop selection of putters.


FOOD


One of the finest dining options on the island is the Fort Mackinac Tea Room (906/847-6327, www.grandhotel.com, 11am-3pm daily mid-May-mid-Oct., $12-17), located in the lower level of the Officer’s Stone Quarters within the fort. Surrounded by thick masonry walls, the tearoom serves up both a great atmosphere and great food, such as soups, salads, and sandwiches, prepared by Grand Hotel chefs. Ask for a spot on the terrace—the high setting offers a dramatic panorama.


Everyone should hit the S Pink Pony Bar & Grill (7221 Main St., 906/847-3341, www.pinkponymackinac.com, 8am-2am daily, $30-40) at least sometime during a Mackinac visit. Located in the Chippewa Hotel, overlooking the marina, this is the party place following the famed Port Huron to Mackinac yacht race. The food’s great too, with burgers, whitefish sandwiches, and such on the lunch menu and steaks, seafood, and ribs for dinner. Appetizers are especially popular in the dining room, where you’ll find pan-fried calamari and honey apple brie flatbread—choices not often found on Mackinac Island. Outdoor patio dining is available in season.


The Round Island Bar and Grill (6633 Main St., 906/847-3312, www.missionpoint.com, 7am-midnight daily, only light snacks after 9pm, entrées and lunch menu $17-33, post-Labor Day menu $26-59) at Mission Point Resort has sandwiches and salads in a casual setting overlooking the straits and neighboring Round Island. The more robust “autumn menu” after Labor Day offers hearty options such as pan-seared duck breast and lamb osso bucco. Wednesday is Crab Legs Night ($39). Sample some of Michigan’s best regional beers and wines here, too.


The island’s best fine dining is at the high-end hotels and resorts. Try the 1852 Grill Room (6966 Main St., 906/847-3347, www.theislandhouse.com, 5:30pm-9pm daily, $39-55) at the Island House Hotel, where offerings include seafood linguini and wild-caught Dover sole. Entrées at the Hotel Iroquois’s Carriage House Dining Room (7485 Main St., 906/847-3321, www.iroquoishotel.com, lunch 11:30am-2:30pm daily Memorial Day-mid-Sept., dinner 5pm-9pm daily May 15-mid-Oct., $28-65) emphasize seafood choices, such as pan-seared diver scallops and seafood Mediterranean pasta. Lunch selections include a wide variety of salads and sandwiches ($14-25).


For the treat of a lifetime, choose the Main Dining Room (286 Grand Ave., 906/847-3331, www.grandhotel.com, 6:30pm-8:45pm daily, 5-course prix-fixe $121 adults, $63 ages 5-17, free under age 5) at the Grand Hotel. An exquisite five-course meal features choices from three rotating menus; you will not be disappointed. There’s a special standard menu for kids. After 6:30pm, evening attire is required in all public areas of the Grand Hotel. For women, this means a dress, skirt, and blouse or a pantsuit; for men, a jacket, necktie, and dress slacks are required. Children 12 and above are expected to follow the same dress code.
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