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Every war is a war 


against children.


”
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NOW.


The noise shakes the 


building under my feet.


It’s amazing this is 


still standing at all.


You’d think that someone 


would have turned it into 


luxury flats by now. 


But no. The beautiful, old, 


slightly damp, slightly 


smelly place is still here.


Best entered by


the broken window 


above the second 


fire escape ladder. 


Like always. 


For a few seconds, 


there is a peaceful sky.


Then…















2


Home.


I’ve lived here 


all my life.  


Feels like 


forever. 


I know every brick.


Church. (Grandma used 


to make me go every 


week when I was little.)


Nursery. (Where I met 


Maria, when we were three.)


Mrs Jakevays’ house 


where Guss the dog 


barks at you for no 


reason, even if he 


knows you. 


Tree. (The council 


wanted to cut this 


down. We stopped 


them.)


 Firework 


time…
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My best friend 


Maria’s house.  


(Love Maria.) 


Bakery. (Best bread 


in walking distance.)


My house. 


Shop where Papa


gets his newspapers, 


which Mama says


he never reads. 


Park gate where 


Mama and Papa first 


met. (They always tell 


the story.)


Statue. (Some big-


deal general guy who 


won some battle, like, 


hundreds of years ago.)


Hardware store. (Nails, screws, 


brooms, dustbins and, at the 


back, an exceptionally fine 


selection of high-quality spray 


paints with UV-resistant shades 


and quick-drying times. Trust me.) 


Everyone is 


somewhere else.


Which


is good 


for me.  


Bus stop for school.


(I usually walk, unless 


it’s raining really hard


or very, very cold.)
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| have a 


job to do.


Another fireworks display, 


for another saint’s day.


The crowd is smaller 


than usual because 


of what’s happening 


in the news.  


People are home or in a 


bar. near a television.


Time to go to work.


People shouldn’t be 


allowed to put intelligent, 


sentient creatures in a 


glass prison for other 


people’s amusement. 


It’s not right.















5


Just like 


Maria said.  


20.55: Mr Gibstein comes outside his 


shop and takes in the pavement sign.


Then he goes back inside 


and spends ten minutes 


cashing up the till with 


the door locked. 


21.05: he leaves.


We’re pretty sure this 


is a blind spot, so I 


can spray the camera 


without being seen. 


The hiss of the 


paint is beautiful.


Night night.


Yes. 
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“pLeAse give my besT 


to yOur parenTs.” 


helLo, katRina, 


yOu’re oUt


late.


have yOu 


beEn doInG 


some more 


of yOur 


arT?


WelL…


yOu’re


alWaYs sucH 


a goOd girL, 


katRina.  


alWaYs 


worKinG on 


sometHinG.


helLo,


mR hirScH.


They


won’t.


My 


sister is so 


worried.


Sabre 


rattling.


it woUlD


be mad.  


Completely 



mad.


They’ll


never


stop.


they


won’t 


actually do 


anything.


You’ll


see.  


I’ve


always got 


my passport 


in my handbag, 


these days. 
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Where 


have yOu 


beEn?


Wish


me luck.


Good 


luck!


SsSsShH. 


QuIet.


Mama asKed 


me wHere 


yOu  were.  


| saId


yOu were in 


yOur roOm 


sTudyInG. 


| did


goOd, 


rigHt?


YoU mesS me up on 


tHis anD | wilL bury 


yOu alive in tHe 


woOdS. 


| kNow, 


| kNow. deEp, 


deEp dowN witH 


tHe worMs. 


get to


bed.


YoU can’t 


telL me


wHat to do.


AnD | don’t 


acTuAlly minD 


worMs.


bed!


I let Maria know 


I’m home.


Getting back inside without 


getting caught is key. 


Oh, no.


Deena.
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|’lL rinG 


my sisTer 


in tHe 


morNinG.  


We’ll be talking to 


someone from the 


State Department 


shortly.


How do you 


think the next 


few weeks 


will play out?


It seems serious 


this time.


It always seems serious. 


I’m not worried. 
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Morning.


| wake before 


the alarm.


“Whoa!”


When | take my phone off 


silent, there are already, 


like, eight million messages 


on the class chat.


Beep. Beep. Beep.


Why isn’t Papa at work? Is it 


true what the texts are saying?


They have 


the little 


TV and the 


radio on.


Every time | try and scroll


back to the start, a new 


message arrives and 


bumps me to the bottom. 


BEEP.


BEEP.


BEEP.


BEEP.


BEEP.


BEEP.


BEEP.


Mama?


sShHh.


don’t wake 


yOur sisTer, 


sHe’s sTilL 


asLeEp.


are


yOu ok?  


What


are yOu 


loOkinG


at?


Oh…


Kat.  
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wHat’s…


wHere’s tHat? 


wHere’s tHat 


hapPeninG?


it’s goInG 


to be ok.


we’lL


make sure 


it’s ok.


beep.


beep.


beep.


beep.


“wHen did it sTarT?”


“aboUt 4 a.m.”
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how are we 


supPosed to take 


a cHemisTry tesT 


wHile tHat’s


goInG on?


kat…


ah…


tHeY’ve


alReAdy saId 


alL tHe sChoOlS 


are sHut.


we can’t 


leAve. 


we


migHt have 


to, kat.


we migHt 


have no 


cHoIce.


|’lL go anD seE uricH. 


he’lL kNow wHat’s 


hapPeninG. |’ve tRiEd to 


rinG, but tHe netWorK


is overLoAded.


ok, but be careful.


|’lL get some 


bReAd anD milK;


tHere migHt be a


rusH later.


wHatever 


we do, we’lL 


neEd foOd.


anD


wHat aboUt 


me?


sTaY 


here.


loOk afTer deEna, 


pLeAse. sHe’s sTilL 


asLeEp.


we can sTaY witH 


aUnTiE du if we 


neEd to.


leAve?


beep.


I can’t believe 


what I’m hearing.


I feel sick.


How is this 


happening?  
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