

  

  [image: ]

  


  

[image: title page]





ICONIC PEOPLE OF COLOUR




 


Copyright © Summersdale Publishers Ltd, 2022




 


Illustrations by Phil Shaw




 


All rights reserved.




 


No part of this book may be reproduced by any means, nor transmitted, nor translated into a machine language, without the written permission of the publishers.




 


Elizabeth Ajao has asserted her right to be identified as the author of this work in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.




 


Condition of Sale




This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.




 


An Hachette UK Company 


www.hachette.co.uk 




 


Summersdale Publishers Ltd


Part of Octopus Publishing Group Limited 


Carmelite House


50 Victoria Embankment


LONDON 


EC4Y 0DZ 


UK




 



www.summersdale.com




 


eISBN: 978-1-80007-599-3




 


Substantial discounts on bulk quantities of Summersdale books are available to corporations, professional associations and other organizations. For details contact general enquiries: telephone: +44 (0) 1243 771107 or email: enquiries@summersdale.com.











INTRODUCTION


 


Oh, hello! By picking up this book, you have taken the first step in educating yourself further on the incredible people of colour (POC) who have shaped our world. Although you've shown an interest in striving for change, ugly stereotypes about POC have sadly permeated the workplaces, schools and streets of our planet for centuries.




  Despite this, whether it's in the science labs, the charts, on the silver screen or even in the White House, we have proven that the prejudice we've faced is just a load of rubbish. 




  This book contains profiles of 38 passionate, powerful and pretty darn impressive POC that you need to know about. In their own way, they've each defied expectations and made history in the process. Keep this with you and read it whenever you need a reminder of what any human being can accomplish, even when extra hurdles are thrown in their way! 






[image: alexandria ocasio-cortez]
 


ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ




 



13/10/1989-PRESENT




 


HER SUPERPOWERS: 


 


She's not just Any Outstanding Character… She's not just Any Ordinary Congresswoman… She's AOC: Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, the youngest woman ever to serve in US Congress.









HER INCREDIBLE STORY 


AOC is the daughter of Puerto-Rican parents, Blanca and Sergio Ocasio-Roman. She was raised in the Bronx until she was five. Then, thanks to her father's success as an architect, the family moved to one of New York's more swanky counties, Westchester.




  After leaving Yorktown High School in 2007, AOC went to Boston University to major in economics and international relations. A double degree! However, tragedy struck in 2008 when her beloved father passed away from lung cancer. The family found themselves with financial difficulties, and Blanca's job as a housekeeper wasn't enough to keep the OCs afloat. They sold their home and headed to Florida.




  Upon finishing college, Alexandria moved back to the Bronx. Older and wiser, she quickly noticed that the residents of Westchester had more opportunities available to them than the people she was meeting in the Bronx, and just like that (snap your fingers, please), she knew she had to create some serious change. 




  Working as an intern for US Senator Ted Kennedy during college prepared AOC for her job as an organizer for Bernie Sanders' campaign in the 2016 Primary Election. When the election was over, she travelled all around America, where she spoke to working class people who were struggling to cope after disasters within their community. Before the trip, AOC had thought that the only way to get somewhere in politics was to be rich, popular and powerful. However, seeing these communities pull together to solve their problems made her remember what politics was all about: making positive change! 




  Just one day after her trip, AOC got the phone call that changed everything. Brand New Congress (a committee formed by people who'd worked for Bernie Sanders in 2016) was searching for progressive candidates, and Alexandria was one of them.




  Despite her previous concerns that her financial situation might limit her political success, AOC ran her campaign from behind the taco bar where she was a waitress.




  After beating Joe Crowley in the 2018 mid-terms (much to the horror of Republicans across America), AOC managed to win the Reform Party primary election without campaigning. Voters simply wrote her name on the ballot slips. Given that she hadn't actually run, she chose not to accept the nomination.




  In the next round of campaigns for the general election, she was endorsed by Bernie Sanders and even Barack Obama! AOC smashed it, winning a whopping 78 per cent of the vote.




  Not only is she the youngest woman to serve in US Congress, she is also one of the most influential politicians ever to have graced America. She has proven to young women and POC everywhere that no matter where or what you come from, you can be as successful as you want to if you try. AOC, please be the next president? You'd absolutely slay.











AMAZING FACTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS




	AOC launched her own publishing firm, Brook Avenue Press, when she was 22.





	AOC has an asteroid named after her, called Asteroid 23238 Ocasio-Cortez! It was a prize for coming second place in a science fair in high school.





	Several quotes have been misattributed to her, including, "I have a very good brain and I've said lots of things." Any guesses as to who actually said that?





	After her victory against Joe Crowley, Merriam-Webster announced that searches for "socialism" on their online dictionary rose by a gigantic 1,500 per cent!





	Between 25 February and 7 April 2019, Fox News/Fox Business mentioned AOC's name around 75 times PER DAY.













"I AM EXPERIENCED ENOUGH TO DO THIS. I AM KNOWLEDGEABLE ENOUGH TO DO THIS. I AM PREPARED ENOUGH TO DO THIS. I AM MATURE ENOUGH TO DO THIS. I AM BRAVE ENOUGH TO DO THIS."
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BARACK OBAMA




 



04/08/1961-PRESENT




 


HIS SUPERPOWERS: 


 


They say not all heroes wear capes and it's true – the former US president Barack Obama wears a suit, a tie and one of his four identical pairs of black, size 11 shoes.









HIS INCREDIBLE STORY 


Barack Hussein Obama II was born in Hawaii to Ann Dunham from Kansas and Barack Obama Sr from Kenya. When Barack was just two years old, his father left Honolulu for Harvard University. Little did this tiny tot know that he'd only see his father once more, for his parents divorced just a year later and his father moved back to Kenya, where he would pass away in a car accident in 1982. His mother remarried soon after the divorce, and the family moved to Indonesia when Barack was six.




  When Barack was just ten, he moved back to Hawaii, where he lived with his grandparents or his mother; sometimes she was away, working on her PhD. After divorcing her second husband, Barack's mother struggled financially, but this didn't stop her from giving her son the best life she could. By the time he was 18, Barack was graduating from Punahou School, a very chic school in Honolulu.




  He started studying at Occidental College, LA, and after two years transferred to Columbia, where he undertook his bachelor's degree in political science. Following a DMC (deep, meaningful conversation) with his teachers, Barack started pushing himself; he got his head down and began reading dense, complicated works by Shakespeare and Nietzsche. After a short time as a writer and editor in Manhattan, he moved to Chicago and took a job as a community organizer in the poorer Far South Side of the Windy City. Not long after that, he started studying at Harvard University's law school. You might notice a theme, here, because Obama soon became the first African American president of the esteemed Harvard Law Review. He graduated magna cum laude and then became an associate at a Chicago law firm, where he met a phenomenal woman, Michelle Robinson – I'm sure you already know where this is going… The pair were married in 1992, and they had two beautiful daughters, Sasha and Malia.




  Let's skip through the complex ins and outs of US politics and fast-forward to 2008. Democrat candidate Barack Hussein Obama had just been elected the 44th President of the United States of America. His running mate was Joe Biden (who would go on to become US president himself!). Forever overachieving, not only was Obama the first Black president of the US, he also got the most votes out of any president, ever! Legend.




  When he was taking office, America was in financial turmoil, grappling with climate change and war. Did that stop him from absolutely slaying in his role as president? Heck, no. He turned the economy around; he reformed the US healthcare system with "Obamacare"; he steered America towards a more eco-conscious future, and all the while he was proving to millions of POC that anything was possible.











AMAZING FACTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS




	Obama was the first president to be born outside of mainland US, which caused a bit of a stir with Donald Trump, who insisted Obama prove he was really American! Obviously, he was.





	Barack is the proud author of three books: Dreams from my Father (1995), The Audacity of Hope (2006) and Of Thee I Sing: A Letter to My Daughters (2010).





	Rounding off Obama's record, he was responsible for "2017's Most Liked Tweet": a photo of him with some children of colour and the beautiful caption, "No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin or his background or his religion." It got 1.7 million retweets and 4.5 million likes!












"KEEP EXPLORING. KEEP DREAMING. KEEP ASKING WHY. DON′T SETTLE FOR WHAT YOU ALREADY KNOW. NEVER STOP BELIEVING IN THE POWER OF YOUR IDEAS, YOUR IMAGINATION, YOUR HARD WORK TO CHANGE THE WORLD."
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BESSIE COLEMAN




 



26/01/1892-30/04/1926




 


HER SUPERPOWERS: 


 


Some superheroes are invisible, some can read your mind, but "Brave Bessie" Coleman was the first African American and Native American woman to fly.









HER INCREDIBLE STORY 


Bessie was born in Texas to Susan, an African American maid, and George, a Native American sharecropper. This was a subtle, modernized form of slavery: sharecroppers would receive food, tools, shelter and land in exchange for a share of the crops they produced. To escape the ordeal of living as a person of colour in the south, George moved to Oklahoma. Susan decided to keep her family with her in Texas. With George gone, Bessie helped her mother pick cotton to earn money, and she eventually saved enough to attend the Colored Agricultural and Normal University in Oklahoma. Sadly, experiencing more financial prob•lems, Bessie was forced to leave college after just one term.




  Bessie moved to Chicago to live with her brothers, who had returned from fighting in World War One. They would taunt her with stories about the women in France who were able to fly magnificent planes, knowing that Bessie was not able to, being a woman of colour. Now, girls don't like being told they can't do something, so naturally, Bessie tried to become a pilot. Her colour and gender meant she wasn't accepted by any US flying schools, so she took French classes to allow her to write an application to a school in France.




  It worked! Bessie was accepted to the Caudron Brothers' School of Aviation, and she received her international pilot's licence in 1921. She gave speeches about flying and showed footage of her amazing loop-the-loops and figure-of-eights to crowds of people in churches, theatres and schools to earn a living. The headstrong woman who refused to accept that she couldn't fly would certainly not perform to any segregated audiences or anywhere that discriminated against POC. Word spread of this young, new pilot, and she toured around Europe and the US. Everywhere she went, she encouraged marginalized people to learn how to fly. 




  The flight shows and teaching paid off, because Bessie's dream came true and she was finally able to buy her own plane. She returned to her home town to perform but refused when she found out that her Black and white audience would be entering through different doorways. Bessie stuck to her guns, and, after kicking up a suitable fuss, performed on the proviso that her audience would all enter through the same door.




  Bessie died in 1926 after a fatal accident during a test flight with mechanic William Wills. Bessie is not a particularly well-known woman of colour, but she absolutely should be. Anybody else suddenly feel compelled to take up flying?











AMAZING FACTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS




	A street in Florida was renamed "Bessie Coleman Street" in honour of the pilot in 2013.





	Bessie was one of 13 children!





	Two years after receiving her licence, Bessie was injured in one of her stunt shows – she broke a leg and three ribs! Didn't stop her from bouncing straight back, though.





	Since 1931, there has been a tradition of flying over Bessie's grave once a year in memory of this amazing woman.





	Bessie was offered a role in a movie called Shadows and Sunshine, but she rejected the part when she discovered her character would appear in stereotypically "Black" tattered clothes, with a walking stick and backpack.





	Her absolute dream was to own a flying school for young women and POC, but she died before she was able to. In 1977, a group of female African American pilots formed the Bessie Coleman Aviators Club.












"TELL THEM THAT AS SOON AS I CAN WALK, I'M GOING TO FLY!"
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BUFFY SAINTE-MARIE




 



c.20/02/1941-PRESENT




 


HER SUPERPOWERS: 


 


This Buffy might not slay vampires, but she has definitely slayed at making music with a message.









HER INCREDIBLE STORY 


Born in the Cree, one of the largest First Nations (groups of Indigenous peoples) in Canada, Buffy Sainte-Marie is nothing short of an absolute icon.




  Buffy's mother passed away when she was just a baby, so she was adopted by Albert and Winifred Sainte-Marie from Massachusetts. When she was a toddler, she'd bash pots and pans, entranced by the different noises each one made. At three, she moved onto bashing the piano instead, refusing to stop until it made a sound that she liked. It wasn't until she was 16 that she first picked up a guitar, but she fell in love with it straight away. She retuned the strings in countless ways, meaning that all of her music was totally unique.




  In her early twenties, Buffy started playing at folk music festivals and First Nations reservations around the US. She frequently performed in coffee houses, and often found herself in the company of up-and-coming musicians: think Leonard Cohen, Joni Mitchell and Neil Young! Buffy's career got a big boost when Bob Dylan heard her sing in Greenwich Village and begged her to perform at Gaslight, a popular hangout for the folk community.
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