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Ellie Macdonald smiled as she put the finishing touches to her sketch of a pyramid. She and her best friends, Summer Hammond and Jasmine Smith, were in their classroom at Honeyvale School making a poster about Ancient Egypt as a class project. Next to Ellie, Jasmine was humming under her breath as she wrote out a list of different Egyptian gods, and on the other side of Ellie, Summer was playing with the end of one of her blonde plaits as she looked through a book. Around them, the rest of the class were working hard on their posters too.

“What do you think?” Ellie asked, showing Summer and Jasmine her picture.

“It’s great,” said Summer.

“It really is,” Jasmine agreed. “Maybe you should draw a mummy next?”

“Sure.” Ellie’s green eyes sparkled. “Hey, what are a mummy’s favourite flowers?”

“I don’t know,” said Summer.

Ellie grinned. “Chrysanthemummies of course!”

Jasmine and Summer groaned.

“That’s awful, Ellie!” Jasmine said.

“I can think of some more jokes if you like,” said Ellie.

“No, save us.” Jasmine pretended to plead.

Summer giggled. “We’d better get on with this poster, you two,” she said. “I think I might write something about the pyramids now. Did you know the Ancient Egyptians used to put traps inside them?”

“Why?” asked Ellie, intrigued.

“To stop thieves who tried to steal the treasure,” said Summer.

“What sort of traps?” Jasmine asked.

“Well, sometimes they’d build a complicated maze so the thieves would get lost, or they might leave snakes in the tunnels, or build a concealed pit for the thieves to fall into.”

“Oh, wow!” said Jasmine. “I’d love to explore a pyramid. It would be a real adventure.”

Summer shivered. “I’m not sure about the sound of all those traps…”

“Well, how about an adventure somewhere a bit more magical?” Ellie whispered with a smile.
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Summer grinned back. “Definitely! Every adventure in the Secret Kingdom is fun.”

The three friends exchanged happy looks. The Secret Kingdom was an enchanted land filled with magical creatures, and they were the only humans who knew about it! They owned a wonderful magic box that had been made by King Merry, the jolly ruler of the kingdom. Whenever King Merry needed the girls’ help he would send them a message using the box.

“Going to the Secret Kingdom is the most fun ever,” said Jasmine.

Ellie nodded enthusiastically. “Even if we do usually have to deal with Queen Malice and her horrible Storm Sprites,” she added.

Queen Malice was King Merry’s wicked sister. She kept hatching plots to try and take over the kingdom. So far, Summer, Ellie and Jasmine had always managed to stop her.

“Oh, I wish we could go to the Secret Kingdom again,” Jasmine said, longingly.

Ellie nodded. “I checked the Magic Box ten times yesterday, but there was no message.”

Just then, their teacher clapped her hands. “Time to pack away everyone!” she called.

The girls began to clear up. While Jasmine and Summer were putting away their textbooks, Ellie nipped into the cloakroom. Her school bag was hanging under her coat, and the Magic Box was inside it. She checked over her shoulder to make sure no one was watching and then undid the buckles. Would the Magic Box be shining at last, like it always did when King Merry sent them a message…?

But no. The carved wooden box wasn’t glowing at all.
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“No luck,” she said, returning to the others. “There’s no message yet.”

Jasmine sighed. She really wished they could whizz off to the Secret Kingdom. They always had so much fun – whether they were having exciting adventures fighting Queen Malice, making new friends, or joining in with magical celebrations. It was the best place ever!

At breaktime, Summer, Ellie and Jasmine joined in a game of hopscotch with a few of their other friends in the playground. They took their bags with them and left them in a pile. Ellie was waiting for her turn at hopscotch when she glanced over and saw her bag was glowing faintly. She gasped.

Olivia, who was in front of her in the line, glanced at her. “What’s the matter?”

“N-nothing,” Ellie said quickly. “Gosh, look how fast Sasha’s doing the hopscotch.”

Olivia turned back to watch their other friend. Ellie turned quickly towards Jasmine and Summer, who were standing behind her. Using her eyes, she caught their attention and nodded meaningfully towards her bag. They saw the glow too. Summer’s hand flew to her mouth.
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“You know, I think I’ll give hopscotch a miss this breaktime,” Jasmine said loudly.

“Me too,” said Ellie and Summer.

“OK, see you later,” called Olivia and Sasha as Ellie, Summer and Jasmine ran over to the pile of bags. Ellie scooped her bag up and hugged it to her chest, covering it with her arms so that no one in the playground could see it was glowing.

“There must be a message from King Merry,” said Summer.


 


[image: images]



 


“Let’s find somewhere private to have a look,” Jasmine said quickly.

Ellie’s eyes shone. “I have a feeling we’re about to go to the Secret Kingdom again!”
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The three friends ran behind the Reception classroom, where the playground was quiet. Ellie looked around cautiously and then took the Magic Box out of her bag. It was glowing softly.
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