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DISCOVER MINNEAPOLIS & ST. PAUL



“I like Hollywood. I just like Minneapolis a little bit better.” Those are the immortal words of Minnesota’s favorite son, Prince Rogers Nelson, who famously made his home and recorded his music in the suburb of Chanhassen. You’d be hard-pressed to find a native Minnesotan who disagreed. Nothing against the rest of the world: We just like it a lot here. That kind of hometown pride is visible on T-shirts and caps you’ll see all around town. And it’s also evident in the way we live our lives. We’re out, enjoying what every corner of the cities has to offer. That means hitting the trails, seeking out the water (you won’t have to look far), finding a festival, going to a play or a concert every night, becoming a regular at a taproom, and developing strong opinions on the best bánh mì in town.


St. Paul is compact, pretty, and offers plenty in the way of sights and classic neighborhood bars. Minneapolis is the glitzy twin and the hub of the arts and music scene. Both cities are buzzing year-round. Far from hibernating, we embrace the winter. Joggers put on an extra layer, windsurfers transform into ice surfers, cyclists install winter tires, and skiers exult. And when temperatures climb back above freezing, the whole process begins again: the lakefronts, river paths, and outdoor restaurants fill with people who enjoy spring more than anyone else on earth. Yes, it can get a little cold here. And we love it.


You know how they say that the best part of having out-of-town guests is getting to play tourist in your own home city? Well, in Minneapolis and St. Paul, people turn that aphorism on its head: The best part of being a tourist in the Twin Cities is pretending you’re a local. The truth is, there aren’t any touristy areas here, because the best things to do are what the locals do.




[image: image]


Minneapolis waterfront along the Mississippi River
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farmers market in Minneapolis
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Minnehaha Falls
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the St. Anthony neighborhood
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Scandinavian-style sandwich
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Lake Harriet








10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Get Out on the Water: Whether you’re interested in paddling and cruising or strolling and bicycling alongside the water, you’ve got options aplenty here, from the Chain of Lakes to the Mississippi River.
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2 Experience Life in the Skyways: It’s a whole world up there in the elevated walkways connecting buildings in downtown Minneapolis and St. Paul, where you can shop, dine, and watch the locals in their native habitat.
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3 See Live Theater: On any given night you can choose from a dozen or more shows ranging from the pioneering to the world-renowned.
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4 Enjoy Summer Festivals: From events celebrating arts and music to the Minnesota State Fair, you’ll find a festival nearly every weekend in the season.
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5 Sample Diverse Cuisine: From multiethnic Eat Street and Midtown Global Market to Hmong marketplaces, the Twin Cities benefit from their immigrant communities.
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6 Go Bicycling: With hundreds of miles of bike trails, Minneapolis and St. Paul offer great options for exploration on two wheels.
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7 Crawl the Brewpubs and Taprooms: With dozens of breweries in the Twin Cities, it’s not hard to find a taproom to fit your style.
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8 Browse Farmers Markets: Farmers markets are beloved here, and on weekends especially it seems the whole city converges on neighborhood outposts to shop, snack, and schmooze.
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9 Discover the Walker Art Center and Sculpture Garden: One of the premier contemporary art museums in the country is an indoor and outdoor delight right on the edge of downtown Minneapolis.
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10 Embrace the Cold: Whether enjoying the Winter Carnival, skating, or cross-country skiing, the Twin Cities sinks into the wintry weather.








EXPLORE MINNEAPOLIS & ST. PAUL



THE BEST OF THE TWIN CITIES


Divide and conquer is the best way to squeeze the best the Twin Cities have to offer into just two days. If you go by foot, plan on three or four miles of walking a day.


DAY 1


Start your tour where Minneapolis began, on the Mississippi River. On a summer Saturday, grab a pastry, coffee, and even an early-morning bratwurst at the Mill City Farmers Market.


There’s plenty right on the riverfront to fill a morning: the Guthrie Theater’s endless bridge, the 1.8-mile St. Anthony Falls Heritage Trail, the stunning Stone Arch and Hennepin Avenue Bridges, Mill Ruins Park, and the Mill City Museum (don’t miss the film Minneapolis in 19 Minutes Flat).
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Mill Ruins Park and the Stone Arch Bridge





To get an even closer view of St. Anthony Falls, the only waterfall on the Mississippi, stop at Water Power Park.


Spend the afternoon strolling down Nicollet Mall. Start at the Minneapolis Central Library and head southeast. Along the way, see the skyways by ducking into just about any store or office building and following signs. On Thursdays between May and October, the Nicollet Mall Market, a farmers market, sets up along most of the mall. At 12th Street, head down the Loring Greenway—a parklike path between two high-rise condo buildings—to Loring Park.
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Nicollet Mall







GET OUTSIDE


BEST LAKES


In Minneapolis, busy Bde Maka Ska (Lake Calhoun) is where to go to walk, jog, bike, play volleyball, sunbathe, slackline, or just hang out in a hammock. Lake Harriet is popular with serious speed walkers. Lake of the Isles is for quiet contemplation, though Cedar Lake is the place to find true solitude (private enough, notoriously, for skinny-dipping). Lake Como is the center of outdoor recreation in St. Paul.


BEST SUMMER RECREATION


Rent a bicycle from any of the many Nice Ride stations throughout the cities. Or if you’re a seafaring type, rent a kayak, paddleboat, or stand-up paddleboard from Wheel Fun Rentals, which has outposts on most of the cities’ biggest lakes. For a true Minnesota water adventure, rent a kayak from Mississippi River Paddle Share for a paddle down the Mississippi itself. Inveterate strollers can head to the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, where you can walk for miles among beautiful and varied gardens.


BEST WINTER RECREATION


Join the skaters at Rice Park or many of the city’s frozen lakes. For some downhill action, ski the easy hills at Como Park or the tougher slopes at Hyland Ski and Snowboard Center. If moguls are calling your name, they’re calling you from Buck Hill, where top racers train. If you’re all about the skinny skis, hit the groomed trails at Theodore Wirth Park or blaze your own trail across any city lake. And if skiing’s not your style, the park is also the best place to fly downhill on a snow tube.





Directly across the park from the greenway is the yellow-and-blue Irene Hixon Whitney Bridge, which leads to the Walker Art Center and Sculpture Garden, home of the iconic Spoonbridge and Cherry, by Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen.


Your evening options from here are great: Treat yourself to fine dining at Burch steak house or at one of the half dozen restaurants ringing Loring Park. For less expensive ethnic fare, head to Eat Street (Nicollet Ave. between 13th St. and 29th St.).


After dinner, if you don’t have theater tickets, the bars along 1st Avenue are always hopping. Or unwind with lawn bowling on Brit’s Pub’s rooftop or a jazz show at the Dakota Jazz Club and Restaurant.


DAY 2


Start your day in St. Paul with Swedish pancakes at the St. Paul Hotel, then step right outside and enjoy beautiful Rice Park, flanked by some of the city’s most recognizable buildings. Spend a few minutes admiring the interior of the Landmark Center or spend an hour or so at one of the small museums inside. Before leaving the park, take a peek inside the reference library at the James J. Hill Center, find out what’s showing at the Ordway Center for the Performing Arts, and snap a few pictures with F. Scott Fitzgerald and his friends the Peanuts characters, cast in bronze.


Your next stop is the Minnesota History Center, which deserves as much time as you’re able to give it (the gift shop is a great place to get souvenirs).


The Cathedral of St. Paul, a short walk away, welcomes both the faithful and the respectfully curious.
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Cathedral of St. Paul







TWIN CITIES ON A BUDGET


SIGHTS


You can absorb most of the history of St. Paul without ever paying anything at the door: It’s always free to tour the Minnesota State Capitol, Landmark Center, and Cathedral of St. Paul. And, while there’s plenty to do that costs money at the Mall of America, many use it as a free indoor entertainment venue on cold winter days. If you’ve got kids in tow, you’ll be happy to hear that the Como Park Zoo and Conservatory doesn’t charge admission.


RESTAURANTS


For inexpensive (and delicious) eats, tour the Vietnamese, Thai, and Hmong restaurants on Eat Street (Nicollet Avenue) in Minneapolis or University Avenue in St. Paul, or find plenty of Mexican-American choices on Lake Street in Minneapolis and St. Paul’s District del Sol.


NIGHTLIFE


If you’ve got a fiver in your pocket, that’s enough to enjoy one of the area’s best improv troupes at the Brave New Workshop (Friday-Sat. 9:45pm).


ARTS AND CULTURE


Two top destination museums—the Walker Art Center and Sculpture Garden (Thurs. 5pm-9pm). and Minnesota History Center (Tues. 3pm-8pm) waive admission fees one night a week to attract a younger evening crowd. The Walker also hosts free first Saturdays with special hands-on activities for children. Some museums never ask a penny at the door: The Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum showcases contemporary art, the Minneapolis Institute of Art reaches across nearly every era of art history and every continent, and the Minnesota Museum of American Art may be smaller in scale but it isn’t lesser in quality.


RECREATION


A stroll around Bde Maka Ska (Lake Calhoun) or Lake Harriet costs nothing, as does a self-guided tour of Minneapolis’s downtown riverfront or the view over St. Anthony Falls from the Guthrie Theater’s endless bridge (open to the public without a theater ticket).







BEST VIEWS


STONE ARCH BRIDGE


From the sweeping curve of the Stone Arch Bridge, you can see St. Anthony Falls and the downtown Minneapolis skyline (click here).


FOSHAY TOWER


The 32-story Foshay was once the tallest building between Chicago and the West Coast, and its observation deck is still a classic spot from which to view Minneapolis (click here).


INDIAN MOUNDS PARK


Indian Mounds Park sits high on a bluff over the city and offers wonderful views of the downtown St. Paul skyline and river (click here).
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view from Indian Mounds Park





6SMITH


Grab a seat on this restaurant’s dockside patio or rooftop and take in expansive views of Lake Minnetonka (click here).


SCIENCE MUSEUM OF MINNESOTA


From the public patio outside the museum, you can see the bridges crossing the Mississippi River, bluff to bluff (click here).





A little less than a mile away, the Minnesota State Capitol offers tours on the hour, or you can wander on your own. Leave a little time to explore the memorials on the grounds.


For dinner and entertainment, head back to downtown St. Paul proper. The classic American St. Paul Grill and the French Meritage are on Rice Park. For something way more fun than classic, try the New American dining at Saint Dinette.


Most of the Twin Cities’ livelier nightlife takes place in downtown Minneapolis, but a couple of taprooms, including Tin Whiskers Brewing Company, have opened in downtown St. Paul, and Vieux Carre hosts live jazz nearly every night.


DAY 3


If you’ve got an extra day in the Twin Cities and you’ve exhausted those rather ambitious itineraries for the first two days, it’s time to head out of the two downtown cores.


Get some fresh air on the walking paths around the Chain of Lakes in Minneapolis or in St. Paul’s sprawling Como Park. Take a short hike around Minnehaha Falls, which inspired Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s epic poem The Song of Hiawatha.
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Minnehaha Falls





On warm days, dine alfresco at Sea Salt in Minnehaha Falls Park.


If you’re in the mood to shop, then St. Paul’s Grand Avenue is your best bet. To venture any farther out of town, you’ll need your own car. The only real exception to this is the Mall of America, which is a good option on a cold winter day.


For some kid-friendly sightseeing, head west to the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum or south to the Minnesota Zoo.
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orchids at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum







BEST PEOPLE-WATCHING


THE SKYWAYS


Grab a seat in one of the many skyway-level restaurants and notice people scurrying from place to place. You can also find a skyway over Nicollet Mall to watch the street life below (click here).


BDE MAKA SKA (LAKE CALHOUN)


Stretch out on the grassy lawns on the south side of Bde Maka Ska and you’ll be in a hive of activity, with people engaging in volleyball, lawn games, slacklining, and occasionally juggling or yoga (click here).


MALL OF AMERICA


Everybody comes to the Mall of America, from teens lining up to get their idol’s signature to parents letting toddlers run the wiggles out to tourists lugging suitcases to inveterate mall walkers in sensible sneakers. Park yourself on a bench anywhere on the outer ring, or find a seat in the central amusement park (click here).


GRAND AVENUE


This St. Paul shopping district holds indie stores and dozens of restaurants. Take a seat outdoors at one of the latter and watch the world go by (click here).


50TH AND FRANCE


Grab a window seat at one of the chic restaurants along 50th Street, as people with fresh blowouts happily swinging shopping bags walk past (click here).








NEIGHBORHOODS



DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS


Raised indoor walkways, known as skyways, connect 70 downtown city blocks, creating an indoor network of offices, shops, restaurants, theaters, hotels, and condos. Outside, there’s even more to discover: the Mississippi riverfront, the hip shops and restaurants of the North Loop, the Guthrie Theater, the Walker Art Center and Sculpture Garden, and Nicollet Mall, home to some of the best dining and bars in the Twin Cities. Three of the Twin Cities’ four major sports franchises—the Twins, Vikings, and Timberwolves—have their homes downtown, too.
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Mississippi riverfront at Stone Arch Bridge





SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS


The leafy green neighborhoods of South Minneapolis, popular with families and young professionals alike, are home to the Chain of Lakes, the Minneapolis Institute of Art, the Children’s Theatre Company, and The Museum of Russian Art. Recent college grads gravitate to the Uptown neighborhood, at the intersection of Lake Street and Hennepin Avenue, for shopping and nightlife. The residents of South Minneapolis love to eat well, and the area is packed with great dining options, including the multiethnic Midtown Global Market.


NORDEAST AND DINKYTOWN


Nordeast, or northeast Minneapolis, was once home to a thriving community of Eastern European immigrants, still reflected in the area’s landmarks, including Surdyk’s wine store and Kramarczuk’s deli. Today the area, still largely middle class, is also home to Somali, Middle Eastern, and Latin American communities. The area has also welcomed many of the artists forced out of the gentrified Warehouse District. Dinkytown, once Bob Dylan’s haunt, is inseparable from University of Minnesota student life.


DOWNTOWN ST. PAUL AND WEST SIDE


St. Paul is known as the slower-paced twin but has plenty to offer in terms of culture, including the Ordway Center for the Performing Arts, the Science Museum of Minnesota, and the Minnesota Children’s Museum. The heart of downtown is Rice Park, bordered by the architecturally stunning Landmark Center. West 7th Street, heading southwest from the Xcel Energy Center, is a great destination for a night on the town. The Lowertown neighborhood anchors the eastern side of downtown St. Paul, centered on Mears Park and bordered by the Mississippi River. Artists’ lofts, trendy apartments, and hip restaurants have moved into former warehouses here. St. Paul’s West Side, southeast of downtown, now rebranded as the District del Sol, is the home to St. Paul’s deep-rooted Latino community.
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Landmark Center
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Rice Park





SUMMIT-UNIVERSITY AND MAC-GROVELAND


The St. Paul neighborhoods west of downtown are home to five colleges and universities, with all the bookstores and coffee shops you expect. Summit Avenue is the historical seat of St. Paul’s moneyed elite and still a wide, lovely boulevard for strolling. Grand Avenue is excellent for boutique shopping and people watching. Just north of I-94, which cuts St. Paul decisively into northern and southern halves, runs the more ethnically and economically diverse University Avenue, known for dive bars and great Vietnamese food.


COMO AND ST. ANTHONY


The northern neighborhoods of St. Paul feel about as removed from urban bustle as you can get. St. Anthony Park, with its compact shopping and dining district, is almost like a separate small town, where you can browse a small selection of shops like Micawber’s Books. The “garden district” of Como Park attracts people from around the Twin Cities who want to run, boat, fish, ski, golf, or enjoy the Como Park Zoo and Conservatory.
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Como Conservatory





GREATER TWIN CITIES


The older first-ring suburbs around Minneapolis and St. Paul are hard to distinguish from their gridded and green counterparts within the city limits. Once you hit the second ring and the exurbs, however, the streets start to curve, and suddenly the buildings all seem newer and more spread out. There are plenty of good reasons to venture beyond the cities proper, including Historic Fort Snelling, the Minnesota Zoo, and the excellent Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. And how could you go home from Minnesota and tell your friends you missed the Mall of America, in the southern suburb of Bloomington?





SIGHTS



Note that Sight listings include links to Google Maps. Using a WiFi connection is advised to avoid roaming charges.


Highlights


Downtown Minneapolis


South Minneapolis


Nordeast and Dinkytown


Downtown St. Paul and West Side


Summit-University and Mac-Groveland


Como and St. Anthony


Greater Twin Cities


Sightseeing Tours


When Minnesotans want to play or relax they head for the water, and visitors should do the same. The Mississippi River and lakes scattered throughout the Twin Cities are intertwined with daily life here. Both Minneapolis and St. Paul grew up on the riverfront.
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Minneapolis City Hall





The river creates the northern and eastern boundaries of Minneapolis’s downtown zone, running downstream from the historic Warehouse District and past the eastern edge of downtown at the Guthrie Theater and adjoining parkland. Once powered exclusively by the mighty Mississippi River and St. Anthony Falls, many of the flour mills and silos that put Minnesota on the map still stand but have been converted into lofts, art galleries, and museums, joined by recreation areas and restaurants.


St. Paul sits high on bluffs a few miles downstream from Minneapolis; the river separates the two cities for the most part. The stately Cathedral of St. Paul is perched on one hill to the west of St. Paul’s downtown, facing the Minnesota State Capitol, which is on another hill across the interstate. The central business district lies below these two domes, centered on Rice Park.


Getting oriented on foot in both downtowns is fairly easy and an enjoyable form of sightseeing in itself. See Minneapolis by strolling Nicollet Mall, starting from rolling Loring Park and heading toward Minneapolis Central Library. Move easily between the two downtowns using the light rail Green Line.




HIGHLIGHTS


S BEST PLACE TO SEE CONTEMPORARY ART: The Walker Art Center and Sculpture Garden brings leading artists and performers to the Twin Cities (click here).


S BEST PLACES TO WITNESS THE POWER OF HYDROELECTRICITY: Minneapolis as we know it today got its start at St. Anthony Falls (click here), the only waterfall on the Mississippi. You can also see the falls from the Stone Arch Bridge (click here) and easily fill a day with all there is to see and do on the riverfront.


S BEST PLACE TO SEE TWIN CITIANS IN THEIR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT: In just about any weather, locals are drawn to the Chain of Lakes in South Minneapolis to walk, bike, canoe, sail, and sit in the sun (click here).


S MOST PEACEFUL CULTURAL LANDMARK: With its stunning architecture, the Cathedral of St. Paul generously welcomes all, from the faithful to the curious visitor (click here).


S MOST ENJOYABLE WAY TO LEARN ABOUT MINNESOTA’S PAST: History becomes fun at the well-curated Minnesota History Center (click here).


S BEST PLACE TO START A TOUR OF ST. PAUL: So much of downtown St. Paul’s architectural beauty is arranged around tiny Rice Park that a thoroughly enjoyable tour can be had within a single block (click here).


S BEST PLACE TO ASPIRE TO THE LIFE OF A RAILROAD BARON: St. Paul’s toniest address has long been Summit Avenue. A stroll along the shady streets is a treat for history and architecture buffs (click here).


S BEST PLACE TO ENJOY WINTER ESCAPISM: It’s no surprise that the Mall of America, while popular year-round, is busiest on frigid winter days (click here).


S BEST PLACE TO WITNESS THE CHANGING SEASONS: Just a short drive from Minneapolis, the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum shows off our state’s beauty, from manicured gardens to wild groves (click here).


S BEST GUIDED TOUR: Rather than trudge along on your own two feet, take the Human on a Stick tour and ride a Segway along the Mississippi River or through St. Paul (click here).



















	
Downtown Minneapolis









MOON MAP


TOP EXPERIENCE



S Walker Art Center and Sculpture Garden



MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


1750 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, 612/375-7600, www.walkerart.org; gallery Tues.-Wed. and Sun. 11am-5pm, Thurs. 11am-9pm, Fri.-Sat. 11am-6pm; garden daily 6am-midnight; gallery $15 adults, $13 seniors, $10 students, children under 18 free; garden free


Like a giant tinfoil marshmallow floating on the southeast corner of downtown, the Walker Art Center makes an impression. It’s known as one of the best places to experience multidisciplinary contemporary art in the country, having built its reputation over nine decades. When it opened in 1927, it was the first public gallery of art in the Upper Midwest. Today it holds works by Pablo Picasso, Henry Moore, Alberto Giacometti, Claes Oldenburg, Chuck Close, Roy Lichtenstein, Yoko Ono, Andy Warhol, and others in its permanent collection and hosts consistently forward-looking exhibitions combining visual arts, sound, and movement.


The 11-acre Minneapolis Sculpture Garden, a joint project of the Walker and the Minneapolis Park Board, opened in 1988 adjacent to the Walker itself and underwent a complete overhaul completed in 2016. The highlight of the park and beloved symbol of Minneapolis, Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen’s Spoonbridge and Cherry, has been joined by Katharina Fritsch’s joyful Hahn/Cock, a cobalt blue rooster standing proudly over the other pieces.
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Walker Art Center and Sculpture Garden





The Irene Hixon Whitney Bridge—two linked yellow-and-blue arches—connects the sculpture garden to Loring Park across 16 lanes of traffic. To keep yourself from looking down as you cross the bridge, you can read John Ashbery’s specially commissioned untitled poem, which begins: “And now I cannot remember how I would have had it. It is not a conduit (confluence?) but a place.”


To get to the art center, take bus 4 or 6 to the Vineland stop (southbound) or the Oak Grove stop (northbound).



S St. Anthony Falls



MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


West River Pkwy. between Hennepin Ave. S. and Portland Ave. S., Minneapolis, 612/333-5336; visitors center Apr.-Nov. daily 10am-5pm; free


Right here, on the banks of the Mississippi, is where Minneapolis began. The only waterfall on the Mississippi River, St. Anthony Falls powered the city’s birth and growth and continues to provide enough electricity for downtown Minneapolis. The falls originated nearly nine miles downriver, near what is now downtown St. Paul, and migrated upstream as the soft sandstone underlayer eroded and the limestone top layer collapsed. Had this erosion continued, the waterfall, which was moving a few feet to a hundred feet every year, would have disappeared altogether, and Minneapolis wouldn’t exist. But human industry intervened, and today the waterfall flows over a concrete apron.


The Mdewakanton Dakota people, who dominated the area before the arrival of Europeans, called the falls mnirara (curling waters) and considered many locations in the area sacred, including the now-vanished Spirit Island.


Father Louis Hennepin, a Belgian priest, was the first European to see the falls, in 1680, just three years after he was the first to set eyes on Niagara Falls. He sent home enthusiastic (perhaps overly so) descriptions of a 50-foot cataract, attracting explorers and a growing stream of settlers. The waterfall was first harnessed for industrial use in 1848, when the first sawmill was built, and the logging industry drove rapid development until the 1880s, when flour milling took over. By that time, there were 25 flour mills on the river’s banks, as well as the North Star Woolen Mill, which later became one of the first condo developments in downtown Minneapolis.


The best view of the falls is from Hennepin Island, home to Xcel Energy’s hydroelectric plant and Water Power Park, where it almost feels like you could reach out and touch the foam from the observation platform. University of Minnesota scientists also use the island to study the falls at the Saint Anthony Falls Laboratory, home to the National Center for Earth-surface Dynamics. You can also get a good look at the falls from the Stone Arch Bridge.
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Stone Arch Bridge





The falls are five blocks north of the Government Plaza station on the Blue and Green light-rail lines. Or, take bus 7 or 22 along Washington Avenue to the Park Avenue stop.



S Stone Arch Bridge



MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


Portland Ave. S. and West River Pkwy., Minneapolis


When railroad baron James J. Hill completed the Stone Arch Bridge in 1883, the state’s railway commissioner said the limestone structure had been “constructed for a thousand years.” Well into the bridge’s second century, his prediction is holding true.


Built as the first rail connection from the industry on the east side of the Mississippi to the growing metropolitan hub on the west side, it led right to the Union Depot. Its unique and impressive design was dictated by the location: Hill’s Great Northern Railway needed to connect a point on the east bank below the falls to a point on the west bank above the falls. It couldn’t cross the falls diagonally, and engineers feared that if the bridge sat entirely above St. Anthony, the falls would collapse. So it skirts the downstream edge of the falls for most of its length, and then goes into a beautifully engineered and fairly sharp curve on the west side. The metal trusses were incorporated into the western end of the bridge in the 1960s to accommodate boats. The beloved Minneapolis landmark carried trains until 1978, then opened to pedestrians and bikes in 1994. The bridge is part of a self-guided walking tour along the falls area, with excellent interpretive signs and one of the most beloved views of the downtown skyline.


The bridge is five blocks north of the Government Plaza station on the light-rail Blue and Green Lines. Or, take bus 7 or 22 along Washington Avenue to the Park Avenue stop.


Basilica of St. Mary


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


88 17th St. N., Minneapolis, 612/333-1381, www.mary.org; Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-5pm, Sat. 8am-6:30pm, Sun. 6:30am-7pm; 15-minute tours Sun. after 9:30am and 11:30am masses; call 612/333-1381 to schedule group tours during the week; free


Many of the earliest European settlers in Minnesota were Catholic, including the Belgian priest Father Louis Hennepin, who was the first European to see St. Anthony Falls. In fact, the first Catholic Church west of the Mississippi was built in Minneapolis in 1868, several blocks northeast of where the Basilica of St. Mary stands now.


Construction on the basilica began in 1908, at the same time as the cathedral in St. Paul, and it served as a co-cathedral within the archdiocese. In 1926, it officially became the first basilica in the United States (there are now 58). The basilica, which is on the National Register of Historic Places and has been called one of the finest examples of beaux arts in the country, was designed by the principal architect of the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair, Emmanuel Masqueray. Look for the many symbols of Mary in the stonework and windows, including pomegranates, doves, and fleurs-de-lis.


When Highways 94 and 394 were built in the 1960s, the parish splintered and the congregation dwindled. By the 1980s, the building itself was seriously suffering. But as downtown Minneapolis revived, so did the basilica; a full restoration was completed in the 1990s, along with a new dome. Today the basilica is known not only as a spiritual home, but also as the host of the rockingest block party in town every July.


While there are works of art to see and experience throughout the building, you can visit the John XXIII Gallery (Sat. 10am-6:30pm, Sun. 7:30am-8pm) to see intriguingly and intellectually curated exhibits of sacred art, both contemporary and historical.


Buses 4 and 6, both of which run along Hennepin Avenue in downtown Minneapolis and Uptown, stop right in front of the basilica.


Foshay Tower


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


821 Marquette Ave., Minneapolis, 612/215-3783, www.foshaymuseum.com; Mon.-Wed. 10am-6pm, Thurs. 10am-9pm, Fri.-Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun. 11am-5pm; $10 adults, $6 children 4 to 14


Funny story about the Foshay: It was meant to be a homage to the Washington Monument and an art deco shrine to its owner, Wilbur Foshay. Instead what people remember is this: the $20,000 check to John Philip Sousa that bounced. That’s right, bounced. Real estate and utilities mogul Foshay went all out for the official opening of his new building in 1929, even commissioning the “Foshay Tower-Washington Memorial March” from Sousa for the occasion. But six weeks after the gala, Foshay lost his entire fortune and then spent 15 years in Leavenworth prison for fraud. Sousa, so the story goes, refused to allow the march to be played until his debt was repaid. In 1999, a group of Minnesotans paid back the composer’s estate.


Minnesotans of several generations remember the 32-story Foshay Tower as the tallest building in downtown Minneapolis, which it was until 1972, when the 55-story IDS Tower surpassed it. There are now well over a dozen buildings in Minneapolis taller than the Foshay, but generations of families remember riding the elevator to the observation deck to look out over the city. The W Minneapolis hotel now occupies the tower. It has preserved the 31st-floor observation deck, along with a small collection of artifacts from the building’s heyday, and added a layer of 21st-century opulence that would have made the bankrupt mogul proud.


The Foshay is three blocks south of the Nicollet Mall station on the light rail’s Blue and Green Lines and one block east of Nicollet Mall, where the 10, 11, 17, 18, 25, and 59 bus lines run.


Nicollet Mall


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


Nicollet Ave. between 4th St. S. and 12th St. S., Minneapolis; store hours vary


Pick your anatomical metaphor: Nicollet Mall is the backbone of downtown Minneapolis and the heart of the city. The mile-long pedestrian and transit corridor stretches from the Loring Greenway (a shady, parklike walkway that connects to Loring Park) at the south end to Washington Avenue at the north end. This is where Mary Tyler Moore famously tossed her tam-o’-shanter into the air in front of Dayton’s department store (now Macy’s). But Mary herself wouldn’t recognize much of the landmark street now. Where downtown office workers once power-walked, a $50 million renovation, started in 2015, brought public seating, public art, lighting installations, and glades of trees. Stroll by on Thursdays from May to October for the Nicollet Mall Market, or enjoy lunch, dinner, or drinks at one of the dozens of outdoor restaurants.




[image: image]


public seating on Nicollet Mall







TOP EXPERIENCE


SKYWAYS: MAIN STREET ON THE SECOND FLOOR


In the 1960s, the business leaders of downtown Minneapolis realized they needed to compete with the expanding parking lots and indoor amenities of the suburbs (Southdale, the nation’s first enclosed shopping mall, opened in Edina, Minnesota, in 1956). Their solution has become one of the Twin Cities’ most recognizable traits: the skyway system. In Minneapolis, second-floor glass-enclosed walkways total 9.5 miles and connect more than 80 blocks—nearly every building in downtown’s central business district, including 4,000 hotel rooms. It’s the nation’s first and most extensive system of its kind. St. Paul’s slightly smaller and less lively system totals about 5 miles.
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Minneapolis skyway





Detractors say moving people up to the skyways kills street-level businesses. Others argue that you have to redefine “street-level.” About 200,000 pedestrians walk the skyways in Minneapolis every day, patronizing small shops, restaurants, and businesses of all kinds. The skyway-level restaurants are a great place to people-watch, and the passageways also offer fun windows onto street life below; find a skyway crossing Nicollet Mall for the prettiest street views. Skyway maps are posted throughout each system.





The light-rail Blue and Green Lines stop at the north end of Nicollet Mall, and the 10, 11, 17, 18, 25, and 59 bus lines run along it.


Minneapolis Central Library


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, 612/543-8000, www.hclib.org; Mon.-Thurs. 9am-9pm, Fri.-Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. noon-5pm; free


Even if you don’t have any literary or reference needs during your visit to the Twin Cities, the Minneapolis Central Library is worth a look for the architecture and atmosphere alone. A four-story glass atrium joins two buildings: one with four floors of open stacks and sunny work spaces, the other with stacks, meeting rooms, and more secluded work spaces. The 350,000-square-foot building, completed in 2006, occupies a whole block and was designed by Argentine-born architect Cesar Pelli. Finding it is easy: Look for the massive metal wing floating out over Hennepin Avenue.
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Minneapolis Central Library







WHO CAN TURN THE WORLD ON WITH HER SMILE?


When that small-town girl with big dreams first saw the lights of the big city in TV’s The Mary Tyler Moore Show, she was heading into the Twin Cities, of course. The series, which ran from 1970 to 1977, was filmed on a soundstage in Studio City, California, but memorable parts of the opening credits were filmed on location in Minneapolis. Mary walks around Lake of the Isles in South Minneapolis and throws her hat in the air on downtown’s Nicollet Mall in front of what was then Dayton’s department store. A statue, depicting the famous tam toss, now stands in at Nicollet Avenue and 7th Street. Mary’s house, which was shown from the outside in between scenes, was at 21st Street and Kenwood Parkway. The old Victorian, a private residence, has tripled in size and is now tan instead of white, but it’s still there for old TV buffs to see.





Teens and younger kids will each find their own space in the library: Teens can hang out, read, and work on multimedia and tech projects (adult mentors are on site Mon.-Thurs. 3-8pm) in Teen Central, with wraparound bookshelves and all kinds of places to sit. The Children’s Library on the ground floor has the largest public collection of children’s books in the Midwest, including books in more than 30 languages. There’s space for families to curl up with a book together and recharge, and even room for little ones to get some wiggles out.


Cargill Hall hosts a half dozen art exhibits annually. Special collections in the James K. Hosmer Special Collections (Mon.-Thurs. 10am-4:30pm, 1st and 3rd Sat. 10am-4:30pm, free tours 1st and 3rd Sat. 11am) on the fourth floor focus on abolitionism, Mark Twain, local history, and more. Piano players can reserve a beautiful, airy room with a grand piano and floor-to-ceiling windows for practice. Free library tours are offered on the second and fourth Mondays of the month at 1pm, the first and third Wednesdays of the month at 6:30pm, and the last Sunday of the month at 2pm; no registration is required.


You don’t need a library card to visit the library or browse, but you do need one to check out materials or use one of the 300 computers available for free public use. There is one particularly modern feature of the library you’ll probably never see: an 18,000-square-foot green roof planted with ground cover, reducing heating and cooling costs for the building.


The library is one block north of the Nicollet Mall station on the light-rail Blue and Green Lines.


Minneapolis City Hall and Hennepin County Courthouse


MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


350 5th St. S., Minneapolis, 612/596-9535, www.municipalbuildingcommission.org; Mon.-Fri. 6am-6pm, limited access on weekends and later in the evening; free


When the Municipal Building, as it is also known, was completed in 1888, it boasted the biggest public clock in the world (beating out Big Ben’s diameter by six inches). With a 345-foot tower, it also remained the tallest structure in Minneapolis for four decades. (The Foshay Tower topped it in 1929.) The building, with its Romanesque gables and green copper roof, still houses the Minneapolis City Council offices and meeting rooms, but many of Hennepin County’s court functions have moved across the street to the Hennepin County Government Center, built in 1977 (look for the twin towers placed so close to each other that together they resemble a toaster). The main draw in the city hall, and definitely worth a brief stop as you walk through downtown, is Father of Waters, the massive statue of a Neptune-like figure representing Minneapolis’s status as the City of Lakes. (Rub his toe for good luck.) “Father of Waters” is also one of the many names for the Mississippi River. City hall, for architectural reasons, was never connected to the downtown skyway system but can be accessed by tunnels from the Hennepin County Government Center.
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Father of Waters statue inside Minneapolis City Hall





Tours are offered on the third Wednesday of the month at noon. Gather at the Father of Waters statue. Brochures for self-guided tours are available at the security desk. (Can you spot the fossil in the marble walls?) The tower bells ring on the hour, half hour, and quarter hour and play hour-long concerts to mark special occasions throughout the year. With 15 bells in all, this is believed to be the only set of bells in the United States that can play the “Star-Spangled Banner” on key.


The light-rail Blue and Green Lines stop directly in front of the courthouse at Government Plaza Station.


Hennepin Avenue Bridge
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Hennepin Ave. and West River Pkwy., Minneapolis


The first bridge to cross the Mississippi River was completed right on this spot in 1854 and hailed at the time as the “Gateway to the West.” The current bridge, completed in 1990, is the fourth in this location, an impressive art deco-influenced suspension bridge paying homage to the wooden suspension bridge the ambitious first engineers constructed, even though the site doesn’t necessarily call for this expensive type of construction (in fact, this is the shortest suspension bridge in the country). Underneath its six lanes of traffic, you can explore some remnants of the bridge’s predecessors in First Bridge Park, including the original footings and the massive iron anchors for the cable suspension system. Interpretive signs include pictures of the bridge’s predecessors. And kids can have fun counting the whimsical metal worms set in the pavement.


The bridge is five blocks north of the Warehouse and Hennepin Avenue station on the light-rail Blue and Green Lines. Buses 6 and 4 run across the bridge.
















	
South Minneapolis
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TOP EXPERIENCE



S Chain of Lakes



MOON MAP


612/230-6400, www.minneapolisparks.org; daily 6am-10pm


One of the greatest gifts Minneapolis’s early civic leaders secured for future generations is the treasured Chain of Lakes. Whereas in other cities lakeshore trades hands privately, limiting enjoyment of the water to a few public-access beaches, in Minneapolis nearly every inch of land bordering the city’s dozen lakes is public parkland. (The notorious exception is a short piece of private land on the east side of Cedar Lake.) The land was acquired piece by piece through market-rate purchases and private donations starting in the early 1880s by the Minneapolis Park Board. The jewel of this ambitious system is the Chain of Lakes, four interconnected bodies of water: Cedar Lake, Lake of the Isles, Bde Maka Ska, and Lake Harriet.


Today, parkways encircle the lakes, along with more than 13 miles of walking and biking paths. Bike paths run one-way around each lake and are separated from the walking paths. Residents take advantage of the paths and parks year-round, but on especially beautiful days the heavy foot and wheel traffic can resemble a parade.


Bde Maka Ska (Lake Calhoun) is the largest of the four, with just over three miles of paths surrounding it. The state officially returned the lake to its Dakota name, Bde Maka Ska (pronounced “bid-EH ma-KAH skuh”) in 2018 in response to a public movement, as the name Calhoun refers to Secretary of State John C. Calhoun, a rabid proponent of slavery. The broad, unshaded swathes of grass here, along with a couple of sand volleyball courts, attract a young and fit crowd. Small sand beaches on the south and east sides are popular with families, and canoes and paddleboats can be rented at the north end.
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Bde Maka Ska (Lake Calhoun)





Lake Harriet is slightly smaller and shadier. During the summer, concerts are held daily at the bandshell on the north end. The Lake Harriet Yacht Club holds regattas and lessons. Children can hunt for the home of the Lake Harriet elf on the south end.


Surrounded by marshy lowlands, Lake of the Isles (2.6 miles around) makes up for what it lacks in recreation opportunities with great bird-watching. Cedar Lake, the smallest at 1.7 miles, is the quietest but has two terrific beaches. No swimming is allowed outside of marked areas.


To start exploring, take bus 17 to the north side of Bde Maka Ska or bus 6 to the south side.


Como-Harriet Streetcar Line
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42nd St. and Queen Ave., Minneapolis, 952/922-1096, www.trolleyride.org; May-Aug. Sat.-Sun. 12:30pm-8:30pm, Sept. Sat.-Sun. 12:30pm-7:30pm, Oct. Sat.-Sun. 12:30pm-4pm, plus Memorial Day-Aug. Mon.-Fri. 6:30pm-8:30pm and June-Aug. Wed. 1pm-4pm; $2.50, children 3 and under free


At its peak, the Twin Cities Rapid Transit company’s streetcars traveled from Stillwater (east of St. Paul) to Excelsior (west of Minneapolis), well over 50 miles. Today two portions of that track remain, lovingly and expertly tended to by volunteers, and both are open for rides. One portion is in Excelsior, on the shores of Lake Minnetonka. The other runs here, between Lake Harriet and Bde Maka Ska (Lake Calhoun) in Minneapolis. The mile-or-so round-trip takes about 15 minutes. Trolleys board at the station (a faithful replica of one of the originals, rebuilt in 1990) and run through a glade of trees, under an old stone bridge, and past Lakewood Cemetery, until the track emerges opposite Bde Maka Ska. Then the car backs up along the same single track and returns to the station. Along the way, a volunteer in a conductor’s uniform tells the story of the Como-Harriet Streetcar Line, beloved in the Twin Cities for its scenic views and high speeds along dedicated rights of way. It was the last line to close when the streetcar system was dismantled in 1954. The current track, relaid by the train buffs themselves, follows the original line until it reaches the cemetery, which has since annexed part of the land where the trolley once ran.
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sunset at Bde Maka Ska (Lake Calhoun)





Three of the museum’s eight cars run on the line, including the all-wood No. 1300—the car that started it all. In the 1960s, trolley enthusiasts formed a nonprofit organization to save the car—an organization that later became the Minnesota Transportation Museum. One of only two of its type to survive (of 1,140 built by Twin Cities Rapid Transit), No. 1300 celebrated its 100th birthday in 2008. The museum’s car No. 322 is an art deco beauty. The all-steel body with clean, modern lines was created in the 1930s and 1940s to combat the streetcar’s reputation as an outmoded form of transport and to compete with the sleek automobiles and buses of the day. Vintage ads line the insides of both cars.


Take bus 6 to the Richfield Road and Trolley stop.
















	Nordeast and Dinkytown
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Ard Godfrey House
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28 University Ave. SE, Minneapolis, 612/813-5300, www.womansclub.org; June-Aug. Sat.-Sun. 1pm-4pm; free


Sitting on an improbable patch of green amid the rising condos just across the river from downtown Minneapolis is an improbable little yellow house. This is the Ard Godfrey House, the oldest surviving wood-frame house in Minneapolis. In 1848, millwright Ard Godfrey, who supervised the building of the timber mill at St. Anthony Falls, built this house (originally at Main Street and 2nd Avenue, a couple of blocks closer to the river) with the first lumber sawed at the mill. Today the Women’s Club of Minneapolis operates the house as a museum, open in the summer and the holiday season. The 1.5-story house is decorated with period furnishings and photos. One fact you’ll be sure to learn is that gardeners of Minnesota have Ard’s wife, Harriet, to thank for the humble dandelion. It seems she missed things like dandelion bread, tea, and wine and had seeds shipped from Maine. The small park surrounding the house, Chute Square, is where the University of Minnesota got its start in 1851, before moving a couple of miles east.
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Ard Godfrey House





Take bus 6 or 10 to the Central Avenue and University Avenue stop.


Our Lady of Lourdes Church
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1 Lourdes Pl., Minneapolis, 612/379-2259, www.ourladyoflourdesmn.com; mass Mon.-Wed. and Fri. 12:05pm, Sat. 5pm, Sun. 8:30am, 11am, and 7pm


The skinny spire poking up behind the restaurants and bars of St. Anthony Main, just across the Hennepin Avenue Bridge from downtown Minneapolis, is on the oldest continuously operated church in Minneapolis, Our Lady of Lourdes Church. The building was built by the First Universalist Society in 1854 and later sold to the French Canadian Catholic community, which worships there today. The original part of the building, which faces the street, was built in the Greek temple style, and most of the stained-glass windows date to the early 1900s. The congregation’s claim to fame is its tourtierres, French Canadian meat pies, which volunteers make in great quantities both to raise funds for the continued refurbishment of the church and to feed the hungry. Pick one up at the parish house (Sun. 9am-4pm, $20, serves 6-8). Keep in mind that Our Lady of Lourdes is an active church, not a museum.


Take bus 4 or 6 to the Hennepin Avenue and 2nd Street stop.


University of Minnesota
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612/625-5000, www.umn.edu


The University of Minnesota was founded as a secondary school in 1851, seven years before Minnesota became a state, and became a land grant university in 1869. Today, with more than 50,000 students, it is the fourth-largest university in the country.


The U of M, as it is known locally—or sometimes just “the U”—is divided between the St. Paul campus, where most of the agricultural disciplines are based, and the much larger and busier Minneapolis campus. The Minneapolis campus is further split by the Mississippi River into the West Bank, where the arts departments and law school are located, and the East Bank, the heart of the university. The U’s answer to the classic quadrangle is Northrop Mall, designed by the legendary architect Cass Gilbert in 1908. The broad lawn is headed by the stately columns of Northrop Memorial Auditorium and lined by classic physics, chemistry, and administrative buildings. Directly across Washington Avenue, accessible by a pedestrian bridge, is Coffman Memorial Union, the student activities center. A visitor who wants to get a small taste of life at the U would do well to start here and combine that with a trip to the Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum, the shiny metal maze on the banks of the Mississippi. The Weisman sits on Washington Avenue, where the Washington Avenue pedestrian bridge crosses the river to the West Bank. Walking or biking across the double-decker bridge, which is one-fifth of a mile long with a shelter running the length of the middle of it for pedestrians, is a daily part of university life for tens of thousands of students and faculty.


The U’s oldest buildings are in the Old Campus Historic District, known to most as The Knoll, north of Northrop Mall. While the U got its start in 1851 on a patch of land now known as Chute Square, it moved to the current location a couple of miles to the west after the Civil War. Now 13 of the buildings in this part of campus, dating as far back as 1886, are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Pillsbury Hall (310 Pillsbury Dr. SE), with its two-tone sandstone and artful mix of Romanesque, prairie school, and arts and crafts elements, is a particular favorite.


To get here, take the light-rail Green Line, which stops at both the East Bank and the West Bank.
















	
Downtown St. Paul and West Side
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S Cathedral of St. Paul
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239 Selby Ave., St. Paul, 651/228-1766, www.cathedralsaintpaul.org; Sun.-Fri. 7am-6pm, Sat. 7am-8pm


Sitting on the highest point in downtown St. Paul, the Cathedral of St. Paul is the city’s most visible and memorable landmark. The beaux arts building is an especially impressive sight at night, when it is illuminated on all sides with electric lights. The cathedral itself gave the city of St. Paul its name. When Father Lucien Galtier arrived in the unfortunately named riverside settlement of Pig’s Eye, his first task was to build a log church, which he dedicated to St. Paul. It was Galtier who began writing “St. Paul” as the location on wedding certificates and other church documents. Three successively bigger cathedrals were built on different sites after that first humble building. The current building was built concurrently with the Basilica of St. Mary in Minneapolis and completed in 1915. Both buildings were designed by Emmanuel Louis Masqueray.
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Cathedral of St. Paul





The cathedral is built as a symmetrical cross and topped by a copper dome. The massive open interior seats 3,000 and was designed to give everyone in the congregation a clear view of the altar. The interior of the dome is entirely open to view from the floor. At 96 feet in diameter and 175 feet high, it dominates the sanctuary. In recognition of the many immigrant groups that have come to Minnesota since that first humble log church, the six shrines behind the sanctuary are dedicated to the patron saints of various countries: Saint Anthony of Padua (Italy), John the Baptist (France and Canada), Saint Patrick (Ireland), Saint Boniface (Germany), Saints Cyril and Methodius (Slavic nations), and Saint Therese (protector of all missions).


More than 200,000 people a year take advantage of the free tours offered Monday-Friday at 1pm (call to arrange a private tour). While the building is open to visitors every day, tourists are asked to stay out of the main sanctuary (unless they are there to worship) and refrain from flash photography during mass and other ceremonies. Daily schedules are posted at the entrance.


The Cathedral Museum (open as volunteers are available; call for details) is in the lower level of the building. Photographs and documents from the cathedral archives are on display, along with occasional traveling exhibits.


Take bus 21 to the Selby and Summit Avenues stop, directly in front of the cathedral, or the light-rail Green Line to the Capitol and Rice stop, then walk 0.75 mile south, across Highway 94.



S Minnesota History Center
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345 Kellogg Blvd. W., St. Paul, 651/259-3000, www.minnesotahistorycenter.org; Tues. 10am-8pm, Wed.-Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. noon-5pm, Mon. (holidays only) 10am-5pm; $12 adults, $10 seniors and students, $6 children 6-17, free Tues. 5pm-8pm


The Minnesota Historical Society formed nine years before the state of Minnesota itself, in 1949, but it moved into its impressive granite and limestone home on the hill across from the Minnesota State Capitol in 1992. The building houses the society’s administrative offices, massive collections, a research library, and a museum that offers an excellent introduction to Minnesota’s past, from distant prehistoric times to the recent development of the suburbs. Exhibits are designed to engage and teach all generations: In Grainland, children can climb through the kid-size model grain elevator for what seems like hours. In Weather Permitting, they can try on warm-weather gear from previous eras or sit in a re-created Minnesota basement during a simulated tornado. And in Open House, they can learn about the actual residents of a typical St. Paul home through several generations of immigrant families. The center’s two gift shops are excellent places to find Minnesota-themed souvenirs, and the café focuses on reasonably priced fresh, local fare.
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Minnesota History Center





The historical society’s library (Tues. 9am-8pm, Wed.-Sat. 9am-4pm) houses over half a million books and 45,000 cubic feet of government records, along with maps, photographs, and more. The public is welcome to use the library free of charge, and it is a popular place to research family history.


Take bus 16 to John Ireland and Kellogg Boulevards or the light-rail Green Line to the Capitol/Rice Street station, then walk 0.5 mile south.



S Rice Park
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4th St. W. and Market St., St. Paul; daily 7:30am-9:30pm; free


Though tiny, Rice Park offers prime views of some of downtown St. Paul’s most pleasing architecture and public art. The irregular park is surrounded by beautiful buildings, including the Saint Paul Hotel, Landmark Center, Ordway Center for the Performing Arts, and the Central Library, as well as some of St. Paul’s finest restaurants. The centerpiece of the park is The Source, a fountain designed by the prolific Wisconsin-born sculptor Alonzo Hauser. A young woman cavorts in the center of the broad pool of water, invoking Minnesota’s beloved summers on the lake. But the park may be best known as the home of sculptures of Peanuts characters. While the sculptures are beloved by locals, it’s worth noting that Peanuts creator Charles Schulz was never particularly fond of his hometown, St. Paul. A bronze of F. Scott Fitzgerald also commemorates a native son with mixed emotions.


Adjacent to Rice Park (you may not even notice it’s a separate tract of land) is Landmark Plaza, an elegant public art installation, where documents reproduced in the pathway ask visitors to consider some tough questions: “What are you willing to do for your country?” “What are the true costs of war?”




FAVORITE LITERARY SONS


In Rice Park, in the heart of St. Paul, are modest and playful monuments to two of St. Paul’s favorite literary sons—men who were, in truth, a little ambivalent about the city of St. Paul itself.


F. Scott Fitzgerald was born in St. Paul in 1896. He spent much of his childhood on the East Coast but attended St. Paul Academy for three years. After three years at Princeton, a couple in the army, and a couple at an ad agency in New York, Fitzgerald returned to his parents’ house in St. Paul to revise his first novel and, having sold it, to convince Zelda that he would be able to support her. He spent the remainder of his too-brief adult years on the East and West Coasts. Fitzgerald is honored with a life-size statue by artist Michael Price. He stands casually, coat over arm.


Charles Schulz was born in St. Paul a generation later, in 1922. His first comic strip, Li’l Folks, was published in the Pioneer Press. He moved to California permanently in his 30s, after he had hit it big, and made it known that much of the darkness in the early strips came from his bitter memories of his childhood in St. Paul. Despite that, St. Paul has maintained a deep fondness for Schulz. A public art project that ran from 2000 to 2004 featured individually decorated Peanuts characters you’re likely to see around town. In Rice Park, a bronze Marcie reads on a bench with Woodstock, Schroeder plays the piano while Lucy listens, Peppermint Patty kicks a football, Sally and Linus lean on a wall, and Charlie Brown sits under a tree with Snoopy.





Take the light-rail Green Line to Central station and walk three blocks west, or ride bus 64 or 70, which stop right on the corner of Rice Park.


Minnesota State Capitol
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75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., St. Paul, 651/296-2881, www.mnhs.org/capitol; Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-5pm, Sat. 10am-3pm, Sun. 1pm-4pm; guided tours Mon.-Fri. 10am-2pm on the hour; free, $5 suggested donation for guided tours


St. Paul’s native son, architect Cass Gilbert, wowed the local crowds and observers around the country when the new State Capitol was unveiled in 1905. The most remarkable feature of St. Paul’s capitol is its gleaming white dome, the second largest self-supporting marble dome in the world. Local stone was used in the steps and interior, which is rich with carvings, portraits, and sculptures by some of the favorite artists of the early 20th century.
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Minnesota State Capitol





Renovations completed in 2017 polished and shined the whole place up, from the quadriga—the gold leaf-covered horses on the roof—to the Rathskeller Café in the basement. The decorations were all restored to their original 1905 look. Guided tours include a chance to walk out on the roof and see the quadriga up close, weather permitting.


There are several memorials worth visiting on the 18-acre State Capitol grounds, including statues of several former governors and the Norse explorer Leif Ericson. Minnesota’s veterans are honored in several memorials as well, including the Minnesota Vietnam Veterans Memorial, which opened in 1992. The memorial is just south of the capitol building itself and behind the Veterans Administration building. It includes elements evocative of home for all Minnesotans and a wall inscribed with the names of Minnesota’s fallen fighters. The Minnesota Korean War Memorial includes evocative twin sculptures of a young soldier and an empty silhouette. A spiral of obelisks memorializes local civil rights leader Roy Wilkins, who led the NAACP for 22 years. And a stark arch, the Minnesota Peace Officers Memorial, honors law enforcement officers who gave their lives in the line of duty.


Take the light-rail Green Line to the Capitol/Rice Street Station.


Western Sculpture Park
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387 Marion St., St. Paul, 651/290-0921, www.publicartstpaul.org; daily dawn-dusk; free


The 4.5-acre park just west of the Minnesota State Capitol grounds is perhaps one of St. Paul’s best-kept secrets. Shady, intertwining paths lead visitors to 20 large-scale sculptures, most of which were created by local sculptors, both established and emerging. Perhaps the most prominent are Grace à Toi, by Mark di Suvero, a tripod of leaning I-beams with eerily moving parts suspended overhead, and Walking Warrior I, by Melvin Smith, a solemn black metal human figure. Families have fun with Frame, by Shaun Cassidy, which is just what it sounds like: a large, cheeky white frame. Neighbors and visitors make use of the volleyball court and playground as much as they enjoy the art.


To get here, take the light-rail Green Line to the Capitol/Rice Street station, then walk a third of a mile west and south, or take bus 16 to the Marion Street and Fuller Avenue stop, right at the park.


James J. Hill Center
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80 4th St. W., St. Paul, 651/265-5500, www.jjhill.org; Mon.-Thurs. 10am-5pm; free


Railway baron James J. Hill gave much to this area: a rail connection to both coasts that turned both cities into 19th-century boomtowns, the magnificent Stone Arch Bridge in Minneapolis, and the James J. Hill Reference Library, one of the foremost collections of business literature in the country. Although Hill first envisioned it as a more general collection, the library decided to focus on business references in the 1970s as a tribute to Hill’s legacy. The building, completed in 1921, has been called one of the finest examples of beaux arts architecture in Minnesota, and the striking Great Reading Room is a popular spot for weddings and receptions. Today the library is heavily used by students, researchers, entrepreneurs, and others, but visitors are welcome to look around respectfully as well, free of charge. If you need a space to work or meet with others while you’re in town, the Hill welcomes you (and your coffee mug) with open arms. The Hill Center is connected to the equally beautiful George Latimer Central Library (Mon. noon-8pm, Tues.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm, Sat. 11am-5pm, Sun. 1pm-5pm), also worth a stop.
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James J. Hill Center





Take the light-rail Green Line to Central station, then walk three blocks west. Buses 64 and 70 stop right on the corner of Rice Park.


St. Paul City Hall and Ramsey County Courthouse
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15 Kellogg Blvd. W., St. Paul, 651/266-8266; Mon.-Fri. 8am-4:30pm; free


This stunning example of art deco architecture represents an unusual case of a city benefiting from the Great Depression. The money for the building was approved in 1928, before the 1929 Black Tuesday crash. Even though the costs of materials and labor dipped dramatically, the city let the original $4 million appropriation stand, ensuring a building that was, and remains, truly opulent inside and out. The strong vertical lines of the 21-story exterior stand out in a city that has very few examples of this style of architecture. Inside, the 3-story Memorial Hall is an art deco marvel, rich with mirrors, inlaid wood, and black marble. The room is dedicated to Ramsey County soldiers who died in World Wars I and II, Korea, Vietnam, and Grenada. Their names are inscribed on the walls. The centerpiece of the hall is Vision of Peace, by Carl Milles, the largest white onyx sculpture in the world. The massive sculpture depicting Native Americans smoking peace pipes (it was originally called The Indian God of Peace) rotates on its motorized base once every 2.5 hours. Visitors are welcome to take self-guided tours and view the distinctive details, right down to the elevator doors and the door handles. Ask at the front desk about drop-in guided tours, or call 651/266-8000 to schedule a tour. Be sure not to miss the views from the 18th-floor law library of the Mississippi River, Cathedral of St. Paul, and the State Capitol.


Take bus 62 or 75 to the Wabasha and 4th Street stop, or the light-rail Green Line to the Central stop, then walk one block south and west.



Union Depot



MOON MAP      GOOGLE MAP


214 4th St. E., St. Paul, www.uniondepot.org; daily 24 hours; free


St. Paul’s neoclassical Union Depot, with its severe columns, was completed in 1923, after the original 1871 depot burned down and World War I delayed reconstruction. In its heyday, it saw 282 trains and 20,000 passengers coming through every day. But passenger rail service abandoned Union Depot in 1971, when Amtrak moved to a train station in St. Paul’s Midway neighborhood. The massive building didn’t sit empty, however, and wasn’t allowed to fall into disrepair, but it was, sort of, forgotten, sitting on a far edge of St. Paul’s downtown. The U.S. Post Office used the concourse area for mail handling, private offices and condos moved in, and a couple of restaurants filled up the lobby.


In 2012, after a $250 million renovation, Amtrak brought train service back, and Union Depot is once again a transportation hub and an architectural jewel welcoming visitors and locals alike. Stroll through at your leisure, or take an hour-long tour every other Tuesday at 11am. Meet under the clock in the eastern end. Tours are free, but you can secure a space through a reservation form on its website.


The Amtrak train the Empire Builder stops here twice a day (once headed east, once west); the light-rail Green Line, connecting downtown Minneapolis with downtown St. Paul, stops here, and long-distance Greyhound, Megabus, and Jefferson Lines buses use the building as a hub. As part of the building’s gold LEED certification, ample bike parking and storage, a Nice Ride bike rental station, and electric car charging stations were included.
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