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Dedication


For Lucas Dylan Wright





Introduction



About the course


During this course you must study four studies:





•  A thematic study and historic environment



•  A period study



•  A British depth study



•  A modern depth study.





These studies are assessed through three examination papers:





•  For Paper 1 you have one hour and 15 minutes to answer questions on your chosen theme.



•  In Paper 2 you have one hour and 45 minutes to answer questions on a period study and a British depth study.



•  In Paper 3 you have one hour and 20 minutes to answer Source questions on one modern depth study.





Period study (Paper 2)


There are five options in the period study unit. You have to study one. The five options are:





•  Spain and the ‘New World’, c.1490–1555



•  British America, 1713–83: empire and revolution



•  The American West, c.1836–c.1895



•  Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91



•  Conflict in the Middle East, c.1945–95.





About the book


The book is divided into three key topics.





•  Key topic 1 examines the origins of the Cold War, including the conferences of Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam, the ideological differences between the superpowers, the importance of the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan and Soviet expansion in eastern Europe, the causes, events and consequences of the Berlin Crisis of 1948–49, the formation of rival alliances, including NATO and the Warsaw Pact, and the early arms race.



•  Key Topic 2 focuses on the Cold War crises of 1958–70 including the causes, events, consequences and significance of the Berlin Crisis and the building of the Berlin Wall (1958–61), the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 and the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968.



•  Key Topic 3 concentrates on the period 1970–91 and the end of the Cold War, including the attempts to reduce tension between the superpowers in the 1970s and 1980s, flashpoints such as Afghanistan and the ‘Second Cold War’ and the collapse of Soviet control of eastern Europe, especially Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ and the significance of the fall of the Berlin Wall.





Each chapter in this book:





•  contains activities – some develop the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills



•  gives step-by-step guidance, model answers and advice on how to answer particular question types in Paper 2



•  defines key terms and highlights glossary terms in red bold the first time they appear in each key topic.






About Paper 2 Section A


Paper 2 Section A is a test of:





•  knowledge and understanding of the key developments in the Cold War, 1941–91



•  the ability to answer brief and extended essay questions.





You have to answer the following types of questions. Each requires you to demonstrate different historical skills:





•  Consequences – explain two consequences of a given development or event.



•  Write an account – analyse key developments in a given period.



•  Importance – explain the importance of a given development/event in the Cold War.





Below is a set of exam-style questions. You will be given step-by-step guidance in Chapters 1–9 on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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Paper 2


Section A: Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91





1  Explain two consequences of the building of the Berlin Wall in 1961.


(Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)
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Question 1 is a consequence question – you have to explain two consequences of a given development or event.
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2  Write a narrative account analysing the main developments in US–Soviet relations in the years 1945–47.
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You may use the following in your answer:





•  The Yalta Conference, 1945



•  The Truman Doctrine, 1947





You must also use information of your own.
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)
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Question 2 is a narrative question. You have to write an account which analyses events or developments during a given period in the Cold War.
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3  Explain two of the following:








•  The importance of the Berlin Crisis (1948–49) for the development of the Cold War.



•  The importance of the arms race of the 1950s for relations between the superpowers.



•  The importance of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1979) for the development of the Cold War.





(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)


Total for Section A = 32 marks
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Question 3 is an importance question. You are being asked to make a judgement on the importance of two different events/developments.
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KEY TOPIC 1 The origins of the Cold War, 1941–58


This key topic examines the major developments in the Cold War from the Teheran Conference of 1943, through the origins of and early Cold War, to the Hungarian Crisis of 1956. This was a period of great change in the relations between the two superpowers – from being allies during the Second World War, to the build-up of rivalry and tension from as early as 1948–49 in the Berlin Crisis. By 1956 the USA and the Soviet Union had formed two rival alliance systems and were competing with each other in nuclear weapons development and the space race.


Each chapter within this key topic explains a key issue and examines important lines of enquiry as outlined in the boxes below.


There will also be guidance on how to answer the following question types:





•  the consequence question (page 19)



•  the narrative question (page 30)
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CHAPTER 1 EARLY TENSION BETWEEN EAST AND WEST





•  The Grand Alliance. The outcomes of the Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam conferences.



•  The ideological differences between the superpowers and the attitudes of Stalin, Truman and Churchill.



•  The impact on US–Soviet relations of the development of the atomic bomb, the Long and Novikov telegrams and the creation of Soviet satellite states in eastern Europe.
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CHAPTER 2 THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COLD WAR, 1947–49





•  The impact on US–Soviet relations of the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan,1947.



•  The significance of Cominform (1947), Comecon (1949) and the formation of NATO (1949).



•  Berlin: its division into zones. The Berlin Crisis (blockade and airlift) and its impact. The formation of the Federal Republic of Germany and German Democratic Republic.
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CHAPTER 3 THE COLD WAR INTENSIFIES, 1949–58





•  The significance of the arms race and the formation of the Warsaw Pact.



•  Events in 1956 leading to the Hungarian Uprising, and Khrushchev’s response.



•  The international reaction to the invasion of Hungary.
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TIMELINE 1941–58






	
1941  

	The formation of the Grand Alliance  






	
1943  

	The Tehran Conference  






	
1945  

	The Yalta and Potsdam Conferences. The USA explodes the first atomic bombs  






	
1946  

	Churchill’s ‘Iron Curtain’ speech. Long and Novikov telegrams  






	
1947  

	Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan. Setting up of Cominform  






	
1948  

	Beginning of Berlin Blockade  






	
1949  

	Setting up of Comecon. End of Berlin Blockade. The formation of the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic and the setting up of NATO  






	
1955  

	Setting up of Warsaw Pact  






	
1956  

	The Hungarian Uprising  
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1 Early tension between East and West
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The alliance between the USA, Britain and the Soviet Union during the Second World War (1939–45) was very much a marriage of convenience or necessity, the necessity being to defeat Nazi Germany. Once Germany had been defeated, differences began to emerge between Stalin and the Soviet Union on one side, who wanted security against future invasion by controlling eastern Europe; and the USA and Britain on the other, who feared the spread of Soviet communism to western Europe. These differences began to emerge at the peace conferences at Yalta and Potsdam in 1945.
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1.1 Differences between the superpowers


The Cold War between the USA and the Soviet Union was in many ways due to ideological differences between the superpowers as well as the differing aims and views of their leaders, especially Harry Truman (USA) and Joseph Stalin (Soviet Union).


What was the Cold War?


A hot war is a conflict in which actual fighting takes place. A cold war is a war waged against an enemy by every means short of actually fighting. The expression was first used to describe the frosty atmosphere that developed between the superpowers in the years following the end of the Second World War.


The Cold War started in 1945–46 and lasted for over 40 years. At first it was confined to Europe, but during the 1950s and 1960s it spread into Asia and then worldwide as the superpowers competed for influence or control over newly independent states, especially in Africa.


The Cold War had nearly all the features of a hot war:





•  It had causes and consequences.



•  There were two sides – East vs. West, or the USA and its supporters vs. the Soviet Union and its supporters.



•  There were two rival armed camps – NATO vs. Warsaw Pact (see page 31).



•  The two sides competed for influence all over the world, often assisting rival sides in civil wars such as the conflicts in Korea (1950–53) and Vietnam (1960s).





However, the two superpowers did not ever directly fight each other.


Table 1.1 on page 8 outlines the main features of the Cold War.
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ACTIVITY


Draw a diagram to show the similarities and differences between a hot war and a cold war.
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Table 1.1 Main features of the Cold War






	Spying
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	Both sides spied on each other. This was mainly to find out any military developments. They even used spy planes which could fly at a great height and take photographs. One example was the American U2 spy plane which could fly high enough to avoid being shot down by Soviet fighters. Spying increased the rivalry between the two sides.






	Propaganda
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	Both sides used propaganda to create the worst possible image of the other side and ensure that national public opinion supported the government. The Soviet Union even used success in sport, especially the Olympics, to illustrate the superiority of the communist system.






	Arms race
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	There was competition in conventional weapons as well as nuclear weapons. Each side wanted more weapons and newer technology than the other. By the 1960s, both sides had enough nuclear weapons to destroy each other many times over. This was called ‘Mutually Assured Destruction’ or MAD theory. In reality this acted as a deterrent against war, although it did not stop each side from trying to develop even more advanced nuclear weapons.






	Space race
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	Each side competed for success in the space race. At first it was to launch the first satellite, then the first man in space and finally the first man on the Moon. Success in this field was again very effective propaganda for both the USA and the Soviet Union.






	Loans and aid
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	Each side competed to provide loans and aid to less developed and often newly independent states in order to win their support in the Cold War.







Ideological differences


Superpower rivalry was not new. The differences and rivalry go back to the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia in 1917. The Bolsheviks, led by Lenin, seized control of the government and over the next few years established a communist government. They believed in world revolution. So, at the heart of the rivalry were the conflicting ideas of the two sides – communism and capitalism (see Table 1.2 below).


Table 1.2 The differences between communism and capitalism






	   

	Communism  

	Capitalism  






	
Politics  

	Only one political party – the Communist Party. No choice. People unable to change their government.  

	Several parties – voters may choose and change their government.  






	
Economy  

	No private industry or businesses. No private profit. All industry and businesses owned by the state for the benefit of everyone.  

	Most industry and businesses privately owned.  






	
Beliefs  

	Everyone equal. Belief in world revolution, that is, encouraging communism in other countries. Censorship of the media.  

	Some will be wealthier than others. Spread influence to other countries to encourage trade and investment. Very little censorship of media.  







Countries such as Britain, France and the USA, who believed in capitalism, feared the spread of communism. They intervened in the Russian Civil War, 1918–21, giving arms and supplies to the groups in Russia who were fighting to overthrow Lenin and the communists. Despite their victory in the civil war, Lenin and other leading Bolsheviks were very suspicious of the West. Differences between Bolshevik Russia and the West can be seen in the sources on page 9.
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Source A A British cartoon from Punch magazine in 1939 showing the Soviet Union represented by the bear
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Source B From a speech by Lenin in 1919


England, America and France are waging war against Russia. They are avenging themselves on the Soviet Union for having overthrown the landlords and capitalists. They are helping the landlords with money and supplies.
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Source C A Bolshevik propaganda poster. The three figures represent France, the USA and Britain. The sign says: ‘Capitalists of the World Unite’.
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Source D From a speech by Winston Churchill, 1919, who was a member of the British government


Of all the tyrannies in history, the Bolshevik tyranny is the worst, the most destructive and the most degrading. Lenin and his government are committing the worst atrocities possible.
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ACTIVITIES





1  What do you think the bear is doing in the cartoon (Source A)? What message is the cartoonist in Source A trying to get across?



2  What message is the cartoonist trying to put across in Source C? How does the cartoonist get across this message?



3  Describe the key features of superpower rivalry before 1945.



4  Does Source D support the evidence of Source B about the Bolsheviks and their aims?



5  Odd one out:







    a) Identify the odd word out in the following: communism one-party private industry


    b) Explain your choice.


    c) Add a word that replaces the odd one out and links with the other two.


    d) Put together your own example of ‘odd one out’ based on Superpower rivalry before 1945.


    e) Try it out on someone in your class.
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1.2 The Grand Alliance


The Soviet Union allied with Britain and the USA during the Second World War in what became known as the Grand Alliance. Stalin was forced into this arrangement by the German invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941. During the war the Grand Alliance held two conferences. The first meeting of the ‘Big Three’ – President Franklin Roosevelt of the USA, Prime Minister Winston Churchill of Great Britain and Stalin of the Soviet Union – was held in Tehran, the capital of Iran, in 1943. The second was in Yalta, a Soviet resort on the Black Sea, in 1945.


Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill


There were strains in the Alliance during the Second World War because of the different attitudes of the three leaders.


Stalin was annoyed that Britain and the USA delayed opening a second front (they did so only in 1944 with the D-Day landings). Stalin was convinced that the British and Americans were waiting until the Soviet Union had been seriously damaged by the German invaders.


Winston Churchill had been a staunch opponent of the Bolshevik Revolution. As secretary of state for war, he had supported the Bolsheviks’ enemies in the Civil War of 1918–21 (see page 8). As British prime minister during the Second World War, he was suspicious of Stalin’s motives in eastern Europe. He was convinced that Soviet troops would remain in countries they liberated from the Germans.


Britain had gone to war in September 1939 to maintain the independence of Poland. However, Stalin believed that Soviet control of Poland was essential to prevent future invasions. Churchill became even more suspicious of Stalin’s motives in Poland when, in April 1943, German troops discovered a mass grave in the Katyn Forest near Smolensk. This grave contained the bodies of 10,000 Polish officers murdered by the Soviets in 1939.


In August 1944 the Polish resistance organised an uprising in Warsaw against the German forces occupying the city. The Soviet army, which had reached the outskirts of the city, halted its advance and stood by as the uprising was brutally crushed by the Germans. This defeat left the Poles defenceless against a Soviet occupation.


The Tehran Conference, November 1943


Roosevelt was keen to improve relations between the three Allies and agreed to hold the meeting in Tehran, Iran, near to the Soviet Union in November 1943.


The meeting was mainly a success for Stalin who achieved most of what he wanted. This was because Roosevelt was not well during the Conference and, in any case, tended to side with Stalin rather than Churchill. For example, Churchill’s idea of an Allied invasion through the Balkans, thereby preventing the Red Army from taking over all of eastern Europe, was rejected. The main agreements were:





•  Britain and the USA agreed to open up a second front by invading France in May 1944.



•  The Soviet Union was to wage war against Japan once Germany was defeated.



•  A United Nations organisation was to be set up after the war.



•  An area of eastern Poland was added to the Soviet Union. At the insistence of Stalin, the borders of post-war Poland were to be along the Oder and Neisse rivers (see Figure 1.1 on page 14).





The Yalta Conference, February 1945


By early 1945 Allied armies were closing in on Berlin, and Germany was close to defeat. The three Allied leaders met at Yalta in early 1945 to consider what to do with Germany and Europe once victory was achieved. The Big Three were still fearful of Hitler and, for the most part, were able to reach agreement on key issues.


Yet this was the last meeting of the Big Three. Within months, Roosevelt had died and Churchill had lost a general election. Stalin wanted the Germans to pay huge reparations, but Roosevelt and Churchill agreed that it was not sensible to punish Germany too harshly. Stalin and Roosevelt apparently enjoyed a warm relationship, and as a result, Churchill felt isolated for most of the Conference.


At the Yalta Conference the Big Three agreed:





•  the Soviet Union would enter the war against Japan once Germany had surrendered



•  to divide Germany into four zones: US, British, French and Soviet



•  to divide Berlin into four zones in the same way



•  to hunt down and try Nazi war criminals in an international court of justice



•  to allow countries that had been liberated from occupation by the German army to have free elections to choose the government they wanted



•  to join the new United Nations Organisation in order to maintain peace once the war ended



•  that eastern Europe would be a Soviet ‘sphere of influence’.





However, at the Yalta conference there was a clash between the three leaders on some issues. They could not agree on how much Germany was to pay in reparations. Stalin wanted a much higher figure than either Roosevelt or Churchill. The decision was delayed until the next conference.


They also disagreed about Poland – Stalin wanted the Polish/German border to be much further to the West than the western allies. He also wanted a ‘friendly’ Polish government so that his country would have some protection from Germany. The western powers feared that this would be a Soviet-controlled government. They persuaded Stalin to agree to allow free elections in Poland.
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Source E Milovan Djilas, vice-president of Yugoslavia, writing about Yalta in 1948


In the hallway of Yalta we stopped before a map of the world on which the Soviet Union was coloured in red. Stalin waved his hand over the Soviet Union and exclaimed: ‘Roosevelt and Churchill will never accept the idea that so great a space should be red, never, never!’
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Source F Churchill writing to Roosevelt shortly after the Yalta Conference


The Soviet Union has become a danger to the free world. A new front must be created against her onward sweep. This front should be as far east as possible. A settlement must be reached on all major issues between West and East in Europe before the armies of democracies melt away.
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