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Instructions


Welcome to Meowdle: a book for cat lovers, for victims of cat crime, and for the very large overlap between those two groups.


Work out who did what during 75 cattily criminal cases, drawing careful conclusions from the clues.


For each case, read the situation and then consider the bulleted set of clues. Combine these bulleted clues with the information in the chart on the following page, which lists all of the possible options for each cat. No two cats in the same case will ever use the same option, so once you assign something to a cat then you know for certain that none of the other cats match that option.


As you work out who did – or didn’t – do things, mark this on the chart. Tick intersecting boxes when things match, and put a cross in those same boxes when they don’t.


Collate information in the table, and use the table when solving too – not just for keeping track of your conclusions.


And, once all is done, you should be able to answer the bold question in each case.


The full breakdown of who did what in every case is given in the solution section at the back of the book, with the cat that answers the bold question highlighted with a shaded background.


Good luck!
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Chapter 1


Cosy Cats


1. Feathered Friends


Admiral Scratcher, Lancelot and Sam have each brought a friend home for dinner. Alas, each friend is a bird, and each bird is the intended dinner. The cats have hidden their feathered friends in special locations, each in a different room: they’re hoping to keep them well concealed until it’s time for tea. Naturally, their owners would rather locate the birds and re-introduce them to the wild. But where are they?


Work out which cat has hidden which bird in which room.


The cat who brought in the crow caused by far the most calamity. Who was it?


• Admiral Scratcher did not bring the robin in


• The crow was not hidden in the living room or the kitchen


• Lancelot hid his bird in the kitchen


• The robin was not hidden in the kitchen
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2.  A Mark of Love


Seren, Mango and Dr Fuzz each love their owners without question. As a sign of their undying affection and sincere adoration, they have chosen to bite their owners without any warning whatsoever. Each cat has chosen a different body part to (lovingly) bite, and each owner has had to take different (necessary) medical action to remedy the wound.


Work out which cat has (dotingly) bitten which body part, and what action each owner has taken.


The cat causing injury to the hand was by far the most vicious. Who was it?


• Dr Fuzz did not cause the injury requiring a sticking plaster, and nor did he injure the hand


• Incidentally, the injury to the hand did not require a sticking plaster


• Dr Fuzz did not cause a facial injury


• Mango did not cause the hand injury


• The injury to the hand is not the one that required a vaccination
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3.  More is More


Thunder, Tom and Regal Ron have each been treated to an evening feast, with everything their little hearts could – in theory – desire. Unfortunately, the three felines have demanded that different food be served to them, and have launched into individual protests to make sure that their desperate pleas are heard.


Work out which cat is demanding which food, and their preferred method of protest, ignoring the fact that each cat is completely full and was fed a mere ten minutes ago.


The cat which caused the most chaos was undoubtedly the one who chose to break some drinking glasses. Who was it?


• Tom is not the cat who demanded chicken nuggets, and neither did Regal Ron


• Tom did not demand noodles, either


• The cat who did demand chicken nuggets is not the one who broke glasses


• The cat whose protest involved throwing up was not the one who demanded chicken nuggets, nor the one who demanded salmon
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4.  Cosy Fun


Whitney, Aristotle and Officer Snuggles have been patiently watching their owners carefully craft some hand-knitted gifts for their human friends. Each knitted item is almost complete, and the result of hours and hours of hard work and focus. With equal focus, each cat has taken it upon themselves to destroy their owner’s hard work and pull the handmade items to pieces. Naturally, each cat has waited until the opportune moment at the end of each project to make their move.


Work out which cat has destroyed which item of knitted clothing, and what colour each item was.


The purple item was by far the most technically complex, and the cat who unravelled it has left their owner the most devastated. Which cat did it?


• The knitted hat was not the blue item


• Aristotle did not destroy the jumper


• The jumper was not the blue item


• Aristotle did not destroy the blue item, and neither did Whitney


• Aristotle did not destroy the purple item, either
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5.  Plastic Fantastic


Beans, Pawl McCartney and Clive have each decided that their owner is enjoying life too much. As a result, they have each chosen to consume a plastic bag and initiate a needless medical emergency, knowing that the consequence of this will be a visit to the vet, which they also despise. For each of them this is a repeat offence, and they have all chosen different stores to consume bags from.


Work out which cat has eaten which bag from which store, and how much time has elapsed since each cat’s last misdemeanour of the same type.


The cat who most recently pulled this particular stunt has comfortably racked up the highest vet’s bill. Who was it?


• Clive did not eat the bag from the hardware store


• It is 6 months since Pawl McCartney’s last incident


• The cat who ate the grocery bag is not the one whose last incident was 1 year ago, nor the one whose last incident was 2 months ago


• Beans is not the cat whose last incident was 1 year ago
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6.  A Thirst for Chaos


Shakespeare, Bingo and Calico Cally have each decided to drink from somewhere that is not their water bowl. Ignoring the fact that their owners lovingly fill their bowls with fresh water multiple times a day – usually with cold, filtered water just as they like it – alternative hydration sources have been located. In each location, each cat has also suffered a minor setback which is in no way a reflection of their irresponsibility and which they will absolutely forget about when they repeat this offence in the near future.


Work out which cat has drunk from which location, and which setback befell them there.


The cat that chose to drink out of the toilet is most likely to do exactly the same thing tomorrow. Who was it?


• Bingo is not the cat who didn’t like the taste of their drink


• Bingo did not drink out of the garden pond


• Shakespeare fell into his water source


• The cat who drank out of the toilet is not the one who had an allergic reaction


• The cat who drank out of the toilet is (worryingly) not the cat who didn’t like the taste
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7.  Growing Pains


Minerva, Buzz and Leonardo DiCatrio are intrepid cats who enjoy exploring the outdoors. In theory this is because they are trustworthy cats who will return home at the end of the day, but in practice they simply extend their schemes of chaos to the gardens and allotments of their owners and neighbours. On this particular occasion, each cat has chosen to dig up and destroy the precious seedlings of various vegetables grown in neighbouring gardens. Alas, their owners have been notified of their antics, each by a different means.


Work out which cat dug up which vegetable plant, and how each of their owners was notified of their actions.


The cat whose owner was notified by a note from their neighbours is, by far, in the most trouble. Who was it?


• Minerva did not dig up the carrots


• Whoever did dig up the carrots is not the one who brought muddy paw prints inside


• Minerva also did not dig up the spring onions


• Leonardo DiCatrio is not the cat whose antics resulted in a note from the neighbour


• The cat who dug up the spring onions brought the plants inside as evidence
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8.  The Great Escape


Agatha, Galileo and Seraphina the Slinky are pampered house cats, whose every need is met and whose every desire is satisfied. Naturally, each cat has decided to make a bolt for the outside world and cause their owners – who have literally treated the cats like royalty their entire lives – untold stress and trauma. Each cat has chosen a different route to escape through and has allowed their owners a different amount of time to suffer as they try to entice the pets back inside.


Work out which cat has escaped through which exit and how long it took for each cat to be lured back in, ignoring the fact that each cat planned to saunter back home exactly when it pleased them and not a moment before.


One of the cats was missing for a whole nine hours, which was comfortably the longest escape. Who was it?


• Seraphina the Slinky is not the cat who escaped for 3 hours


• Galileo did not escape through the window, nor through the front door


• The cat who took 5 hours to be enticed back in escaped through the garage door


• The cat who escaped through the window is not the one who took 3 hours to be lured back
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9.  Cat Fights


Beatrix, Diablo and The Claw are each wonderfully fluffy and also each a complete menace to society. Not content with being the sovereign powers in their own houses, they have each chosen to establish dominance outside of the home by picking a fight with a cat in a neighbouring location. The three victims were uncharacteristically blameless in their situations, and each of the belligerent cats had a different motive for their senseless violence.


Work out which cat attacked what other cat, and what their motives were.


The owner of the victim known as Mrs Floof is comfortably the most angry with the cat that attacked her precious pet. Which cat was it?


• The Claw picked a fight with Walter, and his motive was not spite


• Spite was not Diablo’s motive either


• Nor was Diablo’s motive revenge


• Diablo did not pick a fight with Mrs Floof
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10.  A Mouse in the House


Shakira, Speckles and Vlad the Impaler are all extremely pleased with themselves: they have each brought their owner an extremely kind gift in recognition for all of their undivided love and attention. Each of these gifts is a live mouse which, for reasons unknown to each cat, has not gone down well with their respective owners. The mice were each deposited in a location where the owner was sure to find it, and each owner alerted to the gift at a different hour of the night.


Work out where each cat’s mouse was deposited, and the time they alerted their owner to the gift’s arrival.


The gift brought in at midnight was the least well received by the owner of the cat that delivered it. Who was that cat?


• Vlad the Impaler deposited his mouse at 3am


• Shakira is not the cat who deposited their gift in the dog’s bed


• The gift placed in the dog’s bed was not placed there at midnight, nor at 3am


• The gift deposited at midnight was not placed in the owner’s slippers
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11.  Heads Up


Mufasa, Dave and The Great Catsby are communicative cats who always try their best to express their feelings in reasonable, rational ways. All three of them have recently chosen headbutting as their preferred means of communication, much to the surprise and chagrin of their owners. In their most recent attempts to communicate, each cat has interrupted their owners in the course of different activities, and in each case to convey an incredibly pertinent motive.


Work out which cat interrupted each activity and the motive they wished to communicate in each scenario.


The cat who interrupted their owner sleeping has been – reportedly unreasonably – evicted from their owner’s bedroom permanently. Who was it?


• The cat who interrupted the owner trying to relax acted with pure malice


• Mufasa either interrupted the sleeping owner or was trying to show affection – but not both


• The owner trying to work was either interrupted by Dave or The Great Catsby


• Dave is not the cat who acted with pure malice


[image: ]





12.  Sock it to Them


Tina, Cleopawtra and Lady Godiva are blessed with good fortune and attentive owners who would do everything humanly possible to shower their cats with love, praise and affection. As a mark of their gratitude, each cat has decided to eat a freshly laundered sock, to ensure that they could spend more quality time with their owner as they are rushed to the vet. Though each sock has since been safely retrieved, the cats are – for some reason – being reminded that this antic has happened many times before and ideally should not happen again.
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