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				Above: Rivals Lewis Hamilton and Max Verstappen scrap for position at Marina Bay in 2022.
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				Right: Max Verstappen shows his delight at Suzuka after clinching his second F1 world title.
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				Carlos Sainz Jr became a winner for the first time last year with Ferrari and wants more in 2023.
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				Technical changes have been introduced for 2023 with the aim of reducing the porpoising effect that made so many of the cars so difficult to drive last year. To do this, the governing body has changed the rule book so that the edges of the cars’ floors have been raised by 15mm, the minimum height of the throat of their undersides has been raised, lateral deflection tests for the floors have been introduced and sensors that are more accurate in checking if vertical acceleration limits are being breached have been included. In addition, Red Bull Racing will start on the back foot, with its penalty for exceeding last year’s cost cap being a fine and a ten per cent reduction in its aerodynamic testing allowance. 

			

		

		
			
				What must also excite all fans, though, are the movements in the driver market, something that always stirs the pot. None of these involve the top three teams though, namely Red Bull, Ferrari and Mercedes, who have respectively kept their pairings of last year’s champion Max Verstappen and Sergio Perez, Charles Leclerc and Carlos Sainz Jr plus Lewis Hamilton and George Russell.

				The driver changes are among the teams who are expected to be giving chase. Chief among these is what happened at Alpine when the announcement of Sebastian Vettel’s retirement left a vacancy at Aston Martin that Fernando Alonso shocked everyone by accepting. On the face of this, he is moving to a team that was less competitive 

			

		

		
			
				With Mercedes failing to build a car capable of excelling with last year’s new technical rules, the big question is whether it will have caught up for 2023, or should Red Bull Racing be confident of starting as favourite? Ferrari knows that it must work better as a team, while there might yet be points aplenty for Alpine if its French drivers can work together.
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				last year, but clearly all was not happy at Alpine. Indeed, it may not be happy this year either, as Esteban Ocon is being joined by former childhood rival Pierre Gasly, who has long since become a fierce rival. This move had never been under consideration, as Alpine reckoned that it would slot in its reserve driver Oscar Piastri as Ocon’s team-mate, but the multi-titled F1 rookie elected to join McLaren instead. So, Alpine’s aim this year will be to steady its ship.

				Piastri thus joins Lando Norris at McLaren and will at least have the initial buffer of being an F1 rookie. This is something he might need if the 2023 McLaren proves as unpredictable as last year’s, when it was a car that a much-shaken Daniel Ricciardo described as making him ‘feel like a passenger’ at times. It cost him his F1 career. 

				Valtteri Bottas looked like a changed man in his first year with Alfa Romeo and revelled in the less pressured atmosphere. However, both he and Chinese second-year F1 racer Guanyu Zhou will be aware that their team continues to tail off in the second half of the year as other teams with larger budgets reap the benefit of their development work.

				Haas F1 is another team that endures a similar course through a season and knows that neither Kevin Magnussen nor experienced 

			

		

		
			
				signing Nico Hulkenberg are likely to be able to start with a result like Magnussen’s 2022 opener of fifth place, as that was achieved with an entirely new set of technical rules. Having two experienced drivers will at least ensure that any points-scoring opportunities are taken.

				AlphaTauri could have the signing of the year in Nyck de Vries. The Dutchman is a driver long overdue his F1 break and he showed in a one-off for Williams last year that he could offer to AlphaTauri what the driver he was standing in for, Alex Albon, does for Williams. Indeed, team advisor Helmut Marko already sees him as the team leader rather than occasionally error-prone Yuki Tsunoda, who is back for a third year.

				Williams finished last in 2022, two places down on 2021, but Albon displayed masterful skills in making his tyres last to score points when the car didn’t merit them. In Logan Sargeant, Williams has done better than US-based Haas F1 in signing a young American talent, which is precisely what is needed as F1 enjoys a huge surge in popularity in the USA, especially as it is set to hold three Grands Prix next year, in Miami, at COTA and now Las Vegas.
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				The team from Milton Keynes was simply too good for Mercedes and out-thought Ferrari last year. Encouragingly, it not only propelled Max Verstappen to wins but Sergio Perez too, suggesting a strength in depth it has not always shown in the past.

			

		

		
			
				RED BULL RACING

			

		

		
			
				Sir Jackie Stewart is a man who can’t sit still. He is an achiever and three F1 titles – in 1969, 1971 and 1973 – clearly wasn’t enough to satisfy his competitive urge, with his post-racing work diary every bit as crammed as before he hung up his helmet at the end of the 1973 season. Then, when his elder son Paul went racing in the late 1980s, he helped him set up a team that took him through FF1600, FF2000, F3 and into F1’s feeder formula, F3000. The team ran other drivers too and was extremely professional in all that it did. With their combined ambition and Paul’s realisation that F1 would be beyond him as a driver, the pair decided to make that final push, entering a team in F1 with blue-chip corporate backing.

				Starting in 1997, Stewart Grand Prix went straight into the midfield, with Rubens Barrichello claiming its first podium finish – second place at Monaco. Pushing to improve on that 

			

		

		
			
				ADRIAN NEWEY

				Trained in aeronautics, Adrian was soon revolutionising F1 design, taking March to new heights in the late 1980s. Williams snapped him up in 1991 and Adrian was behind the FW14B with which Nigel Mansell dominated in 1992. Four constructors’ titles in five years made him the pre-eminent F1 designer and he was coaxed to move to McLaren in 1997 and to Red Bull Racing in 2006, giving the team its first constructors’ title in 2010 as Sebastian Vettel won for fun. Since then, either side of a Mercedes golden age, the team has added four more.

				COMING OUT WITH BOTH GUNS BLAZING

				Having both of its cars retire from the opening race was a concern, both with the same late-race fuel pump problem. Yet, despite further occasional mechanical fallibility, the RB17s were fast everywhere. This gave Verstappen the tool with which to beat the Ferraris, with the team’s tally boosted by Sergio Perez, who proved a stronger number two than the team has had in years.

			

		

		
			
				key personnel & 2022 round-up

			

		

		
			
				proved difficult, but victory came in a wet/dry race at the Nürburgring in 1999 when Johnny Herbert was first to the chequered flag.

			

		

		
			
				Ford bought the team and entered it as Jaguar Racing in 2000, but frustration grew as the team couldn’t challenge the top three teams, despite the best efforts 

			

		

		
			
				Max Verstappen was in dominant form last year as he hunted down and beat the Ferraris, making it a far easier run to the title than in 2021.
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				Driver	Nationality	Races	Wins	Pts	Pos 

				Max Verstappen	Dutch	22	15	454	1st

				Sergio Perez	Mexican	22	2	305	3rd

			

		

		
			
				2022 DRIVERS & RESULTS

			

		

		
			
				“I’m so thankful to everyone who has been contributing ... everyone constantly working flat out. They’re never missing any motivation to try and make the car faster.”

					Max Verstappen

			

		

		
			
				of Eddie Irvine and Mark Webber. One major problem was Ford’s corporate executives trying to interfere with the way that the team was run. So, when Red Bull energy drink company founder Dietrich Mateschitz looked to buy a team, it was the obvious choice. The team would remain based in Milton Keynes, but would race as Red Bull Racing from 2005, run by former F3000 racer Christian Horner.

				David Coulthard was the first top driver to race for the team, with Red Bull Racing taking the policy of placing up-and-coming talent alongside him. If these didn’t get on the pace quickly, they were ejected, with former F1 racer Helmut Marko responsible for the hiring and firing. This was augmented in 2006 when Mateschitz took over the Minardi team, rebranded it as Scuderia Toro Rosso, and used that as a feeder team.

				When ace designer Adrian Newey joined from McLaren, the team found its cutting edge and Sebastian Vettel joined Webber to lead its attack from 2009. A final round sort-out in Abu Dhabi in 2010 

			

		

		
			
				gave the team its first drivers’ title and Vettel then added the 2011, 2012 and 2013 titles to his pile. 

				After four years as F1’s top team, the Mercedes challenge came on song in 2014, led by Lewis Hamilton, and after Vettel’s departure it was left to Daniel Ricciardo to lead the team’s attack, which he did, winning races but never the title as the Mercedes steamroller got up to speed.

				Engine supply was always a matter that seemed to put Red Bull Racing on the back foot, but the arrival of Max Verstappen after promotion from Toro Rosso during the 2016 season resulted in a win first time out and a new cutting edge. Yet, try as he might, the young Dutchman couldn’t take the battle to Mercedes and Hamilton across a full season; until 2021, when it went down to the final race and he won in Abu Dhabi after a controversial call from FIA race director Michael Masi and so pipped Hamilton to the crown.

				Red Bull Racing had been notorious for focusing on its lead driver, but the arrival of Sergio Perez brought experience rather than promise and his gathering of 

			

		

		
			
				points, plus his win in the Azerbaijan GP, meant that Red Bull Racing came close to landing the constructors’ title too for the first time since 2013.

				Also, encouragingly from a continuity point of view, the team’s engine deal with Honda was extended last August by a further two years to last to the end of 2025.

			

		

		
			
				Country of origin: England

				Team base: Milton Keynes, England

				Telephone: (44) 01908 279700

				Website: www.redbullracing.com 

				Active in Formula One: As Stewart GP 1997-99, Jaguar Racing 2000-04, Red Bull Racing 2005 on

				Grands Prix contested: 482

				Wins: 92

				Pole positions: 79

				Fastest laps: 84

			

		

		
			
				FOR THE RECORD

			

		

		
			
				Team principal: Christian Horner

				Motorsport consultant:	Helmut Marko

				Chief technical officer: Adrian Newey

				Chief engineering officer:

				Rob Marshall

				Chief engineer, car engineering: 

				Paul Monaghan

				Chief engineer, technology & analysis: 

				Guillaume Cattelani

				Technical director: Pierre Waché

				Head of performance engineering: 	Ben Waterhouse

				Head of race engineering: 	Guillaume Rocquelin

				Sporting director: Jonathan Wheatley

				Test driver: Daniel Ricciardo

				Chassis: Red Bull RB19

				Engine: Honda V6

				Tyres: Pirelli

			

		

		
			
				THE TEAM

			

		

		
			
				Christian Horner celebrates with Sebastian Vettel, Helmut Marko and Adrian Newey in 2010.
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				Two F1 titles in two years is testament to Max’s talent. He didn’t start the season with the best car, but the team advanced as Ferrari faltered and Max was merciless in his pursuit of points, even withstanding a quality team-mate.

			

		

		
			
				MAX VERSTAPPEN

			

		

		
			
				Max’s father Jos was a prodigy when he hit the racing scene in the 1990s, not only hitting F1 in 1994 in his third year out of karts, but being good enough to join top team Benetton. Max, blessed as well with a mother, Sophie Kumpen, who was also a top kart racer, went one better, getting to F1 in 2015 for his second year out of karts after finishing third in the European F3 series, a category that is far from a starter formula. 

			

		

		
			
				It was extraordinary, but Max, still 17, and so the youngest F1 driver ever, was far from overawed. Racing for Red Bull’s junior team, Scuderia Toro Rosso, he outscored team-mate Carlos Sainz Jr and peaked with a pair of fourth-place finishes. No one mentioned his age again.

				Back for a second campaign with Toro Rosso, Max was given a surprise promotion to Red Bull Racing when Daniil Kvyat was moved down to Toro Rosso after just four races. Then Max floored everyone by seizing the opportunity and winning first time out, in Spain. In 2017, Max finished in a clear sixth place, just behind team-mate Daniel Ricciardo, as the Red Bull pair were only beaten by the Mercedes and Ferrari drivers.

				The next few years were all about Mercedes, but Max picked up wins when he could and he ranked fourth in 2018 then third in both 2019 and 2020.

				Then came 2021, when Red Bull Racing’s form went up a notch and appeared to be on a par with Mercedes’ form. Going into the final round of the 22-race season, he and Lewis Hamilton had nine wins and eight wins respectively and, amazingly, 

			

		

		
			
				were equal on 369.5 points each. Hamilton looked to have done enough at Yas Marina to be on course for his record eighth F1 title, but a late-race safety car deployment led to a strange call from the race director and Max, on fresher tyres, was allowed on to Hamilton’s tail and then nipped past on the restart to win the race and the title.

			

		

		
			
				A late-race retirement in the season’s opening race at Sakhir was a setback, especially after he won the 2021 title by just eight points. However, of more concern was Ferrari’s pace in both qualifying and the race, led by Charles Leclerc. With Lewis Hamilton and Mercedes off the pace, he didn’t have to worry about his arch-rival. However, Max needed to apply every bit of pressure that he could as the team got his Red Bull RB19 up to the ultimate pace. Victory at the second race, in Jeddah, was a boost, but it took longer than for Red Bull to match Ferrari. Yet Max kept the pressure on and wins at Imola, Miami and Barcelona put him into the lead in the title race. Further wins in Baku and Montreal, then Paul Ricard, the Hungaroring, Spa-Francorchamps and Zandvoort left him 109 points clear of Leclerc with seven rounds to run. The wins kept coming and he wrapped up the title three races later at Suzuka, but lost popular support by refusing to let Perez by for valuable points in Brazil.

			

		

		
			
				A SECOND TITLE WITH ROOM TO SPARE

			

		

		
			
				Max moved up another level in 2022, perhaps inspired by having number one on his car.

			

		

		
			
				Nationality: DUTCH

				Born: 30 SEPTEMBER 1997,HASSELT, BELGIUM

				Website: www.verstappen.nl

				Teams: TORO ROSSO 2015-16, RED BULL RACING 2016-23

				CAREER RECORD

				First Grand Prix: 2015 AUSTRALIAN GP

				Grand Prix starts: 163

				Grand Prix wins: 35

				2016 Spanish GP, 2017 Malaysian GP, Mexican GP, 2018 Austrian GP, Mexican GP, 2019 Austrian GP, German GP, Brazilian GP, 2020 70th Anniversary GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2021 Emilia Romagna GP, Monaco GP, French GP, Styrian GP, Austrian GP, Belgian GP, Dutch GP, United States GP, Mexican GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2022 Saudi Arabian GP, Emilia Romagna GP, Miami GP, Spanish GP, Azerbaijan GP, Canadian GP, French GP, Hungarian GP, Belgian GP, Dutch GP, Italian GP, Japanese GP, United States GP, Mexican GP, Abu Dhabi GP

				Poles: 18

				Fastest laps: 21

				Points: 2011.5

				Honours: 2021 & 2022 F1 WORLD CHAMPION, 2013 WORLD & EUROPEAN KZ KART CHAMPION, 2012 WSK MASTER SERIES KF2 CHAMPION, 2011 WSK EURO SERIES CHAMPION, 2009 BELGIAN KF5 CHAMPION, 2008 DUTCH CADET KART CHAMPION, 2007 & 2008 DUTCH MINIMAX CHAMPION, 2006 BELGIAN ROTAX MINIMAX CHAMPION
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				Winning the Monaco GP last May was good for two reasons for ‘Checo’ Perez. Firstly, the obvious prestige that comes with winning that iconic race, but secondly that it also came with a two-year Red Bull Racing contract extension, albeit still to act as its number two.

			

		

		
			
				SERGIO PEREZ

			

		

		
			
				European racers have it easy as there is so much racing on their home scene and then across Europe as they rise up the ranks. For Sergio, it was felt that his best chance to make his name was to head north from Mexico to the USA when he advanced from karts to single-seaters at just 14. 

				He did a decent job in the Skip Barber Dodge Series, then went racing in 

			

		

		
			
				Germany the following year. Racing in ADAC Formula BMW, he showed good pace, but needed a second year in the category to gain the consistency that is so vital for the gathering of the points required to mount a title bid.

				Sergio then contested the secondary National class of the British F3 Championship in 2007 when he was 17 and won that. In 2008, Sergio aimed for the main title but could rank only fourth as Jaime Alguersuari took the crown.

				British F3 was not at its strongest at this time and so it was with interest rather than expectation that people watched Sergio’s graduation to GP2 in 2009. He had already dipped his toe in the water over the close season, taking two wins in the Asian series, so he was well acquainted with these more powerful cars when the FIA series kicked off, but he ranked only 12th as Nico Hülkenberg ran out a clear winner. This is why 2010 was such a surprise when Sergio won five races and ended the year second behind Pastor Maldonado.

				This, plus a plentiful budget from 

			

		

		
			
				Mexico, made him attractive to Sauber and so Sergio got his F1 break in 2011. Then two second places in 2012 drew the attention of McLaren, but he stayed there just a year.

				Sergio moved on to Force India in 2014 and stayed for seven years, through its name change to Racing Point, earning a reputation for being light on his tyres.

				Just when it looked as though his time in F1 was up, he won the Sakhir GP. Then, after joining Red Bull Racing in 2021, he added another win, in Baku.

			

		

		
			
				With his F1 career having been saved when he was signed for Red Bull Racing for 2021, Sergio made marked progress in 2022 and showed that not everything in the team has to go Max Verstappen’s way. Victory in Monaco was a huge fillip, but already the signs were there that he was going to push his Dutch team-mate harder than ever before. A run of good finishes was somewhat helped though by Ferrari’s lack of tactical competence. Then, in the second half of the season, the Mexican veteran raced to second place in the Belgian GP and scored the fourth win of his career in Singapore after absorbing huge amounts of pressure from Charles Leclerc. After backing this up with second place next time out at Suzuka moved him into second place in the points table, Sergio kept pressing on in his quest to end the year as runner-up. However, he showed his displeasure with Verstappen when his team-mate flatly refused to help his quest by letting him by at Interlagos.

			

		

		
			
				YOU CAN SHINE AS A RED BULL NO. 2

			

		

		
			
				Sergio proved himself to be more than your usual Red Bull Racing number two driver.

			

		

		
			
				Nationality: MEXICAN

				Born:26 JANUARY 1990,GUADALAJARA, MEXICO

				Website:checoperez.com

				Teams:	SAUBER 2011-12,McLAREN 2013, FORCE INDIA 2014-18, RACING POINT 2019-20,RED BULL RACING 2021-23

				CAREER RECORD

				First Grand Prix:2011 BAHRAIN GP

				Grand Prix starts: 235

				Grand Prix wins: 4	2020 Sakhir GP, 2021 Azerbaijan GP, 2022 Monaco GP, Singapore GP

				Poles: 1

				Fastest laps: 9

				Points: 1201

				Honours: 2010 GP2 RUNNER-UP,2007 BRITISH FORMULA THREE NATIONAL CLASS CHAMPION

			

		

		
			
				TRACK NOTES
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				Having an uncompetitive car is one thing, but having the fastest car and still blowing its title shot came as a major blow to the team and especially Charles Leclerc, who was let down by both poor reliability and some awful race strategy calls. 

			

		

		
			
				FERRARI

			

		

		
			
				For a team to have been in the World Championship since its inaugural season, 1950, is a remarkable feat. The landscape has been transformed time and again across the years as the rules have changed, and technology has broken new ground and then been superseded, so it’s not surprising that Ferrari has had its ups and downs. Thanks to Ferrari’s road car division, the money has always been there for the team to be well funded, but the management and the team’s brains trust haven’t always been at the top level – as shown last year.

				Enzo Ferrari was a driven man, an engineer and a driver who had run Alfa Romeo’s racing programme before World War II, then running his own team after it. His team had no answer to Alfa Romeo’s might in 1950, but Jose Froilan Gonzalez gave the team its first win in the 1951 British GP. Alfa Romeo quit at the end of the year and left the stage to Ferrari. With the championship being run to F2 

			

		

		
			
				FREDERIC VASSEUR

				This year is a huge step for this French engineer as he takes over at Ferrari. Vasseur ran the ASM team that dominated the European F3 Championship from 2004 to 2007, one of his drivers taking the title in each of those years. Changing its name to ART Grand Prix, the team stepped up to GP2 and won the title with Nico Rosberg in 2005, and then Lewis Hamilton in 2006. F1 beckoned in 2016, with Fred joining the Renault team, then Sauber and now Ferrari.

				A SHOCKING CASE OF WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN

				Ferrari hit the ground running with the new technical regulations, delighting the tifosi by filling the first two positions in the opening round when the Red Bulls retired and the Mercedes were off the pace. Charles Leclerc claimed pole positions by the handful, with Carlos Sainz Jr not far behind. Red Bull Racing got up to speed and started winning at the same time as Ferrari started losing, making the wrong tactical calls again and again, allowing Verstappen to be crowned with four races to spare. 

			

		

		
			
				key personnel & 2022 round-up

			

		

		
			
				regulations in 1952, Ferrari had just the car, and Alberto Ascari won pretty much every race for the next two years to land both drivers’ titles.

			

		

		
			
				A further rule change for 1954, back to F1 rules, put Ferrari on the back foot, then Mercedes’ dominance left them without a further title until 1956, when it had 

			

		

		
			
				Charles Leclerc gathered poles for fun in 2022, but he will only be able to tilt for the title in 2023 if he can achieve equal dominance in the races.
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				Driver	Nationality	Races	Wins	Pts	Pos 

				Charles Leclerc	Monegasque	22	3	308	2nd

				Carlos Sainz Jr	Spanish	22	1	246	5th

			

		

		
			
				2022 DRIVERS & RESULTS

			

		

		
			
				Country of origin: Italy

				Team base: Maranello, Italy

				Telephone: (39) 536 949111

				Website: www.ferrari.com

				Active in Formula One: From 1950

				Grands Prix contested: 1052

				Wins: 241

				Pole positions: 242

				Fastest laps: 258

			

		

		
			
				FOR THE RECORD

			

		

		
			
				Chairman: John Elkann

				Team principal: Frederic Vasseur

				Racing director & head of track area: Laurent Mekies

				Head of performance engineering: Enrico Cardile

				Head of power unit: Enrico Gualtieri

				Head of aerodynamics: Loic Bigois

				Driving academy director: Jock Clear

				Operations director: Gino Rosato

				Chief race engineer: Matteo Togninalli

				Reserve driver: Antonio Giovinazzi 

				Chassis: Ferrari SF23

				Engine: Ferrari V6

				Tyres: Pirelli

			

		

		
			
				THE TEAM

			

		

		
			
				“	We have been competitive at every race in 2022 and have won four of them. Clearly, we are all working as one to get even more in 2023.”

					Charles Leclerc

			

		

		
			
				taken over Lancia’s D50 chassis and Juan Manuel Fangio used one to good effect. Two years later, Mike Hawthorn pipped Vanwall’s Stirling Moss.

				A revolution was occurring though, as Cooper and Lotus were now using nimble rear-engined cars. Enzo was disdainful, not considering these to be thoroughbreds, but the writing was on the wall as Jack Brabham used a Cooper to win the drivers’ title in 1959 and 1960, so Ferrari had to respond.

				A rule change, to smaller 1.5-litre engines, favoured Ferrari in 1961 and Phil Hill won the title after team-mate Wolfgang von Trips was killed at Monza, but the pace of development was so rapid that Ferrari struggled to keep up as BRM and Lotus outpaced it. It took the steely British rider-turned-racer John Surtees to coerce the team into functioning to its full, and he squeaked the 1964 title. But then came a decade of underachievement.

				It took another individual of focus and application to bring abo≠ut its next success, with Niki Lauda combining well 

			

		

		
			
				with team boss Luca di Montezemolo in the mid-1970s to win the title in 1975 and 1977. He would have won it in 1976 too, but for a fiery accident in Germany. 

				The decade was brought to a close with Jody Scheckter winning the 1979 crown just ahead of team-mate Gilles Villeneuve, but then came two decades of embarrassment for F1’s best-funded team as British constructors Williams, Brabham, McLaren and Benetton provided the drivers’ champions right through until 1999.

				Like Surtees and Lauda before him, Michael Schumacher’s arrival, along with that of team principal Jean Todt and technical director Ross Brawn, led to the team being less Italian in its ways and more open to change. It took until Schumacher’s fifth year with Ferrari for a title to come in 2000, but he then added the next four and the image of Ferrari as F1’s top team was finally true again.

				After Schumacher quit F1 at the end of 2006, Kimi Raikkonen won the title at the final round in 2007, and then Felipe Massa very nearly did the same in 2008, 

			

		

		
			
				only to be pipped by Lewis Hamilton. Fernando Alonso and Sebastian Vettel came and went, winning races but not titles. However, Charles Leclerc has recently been a bright light since joining in 2019 after a rookie year at Sauber. Yet, like before, it seems that the team’s management needs to be sorted out to help him truly achieve.

			

		

		
			
				Niki Lauda put Ferrari back on track in 1975 when he took the first of two titles in three years.
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				It will have been a long close season for the Monegasque star because it appeared last year that both he and his car were good enough to have taken the crown, but for driver errors, mechanical frailty and tactical blunders. That will have really hurt.

			

		

		
			
				CHARLES LECLERC

			

		

		
			
				Born into a racing family and treated to the annual thrill of the Grand Prix around his home town of Monaco, it was inevitable that Charles would be drawn to racing. Titles were gathered and he peaked with second places in both the World and European KF kart series in 2012, the year that he turned 15.

				His single-seater career began in 2014 in Formula Renault and Charles ranked 

			

		

		
			
				second in a regional championship before advancing to Formula 3. His pace was as good as his reputation and Charles claimed four wins as he placed fourth overall in the European series ahead of Lance Stroll, George Russell and Alexander Albon. 

				Moving to GP3, Charles won three times to beat Albon to the title. GP2 was followed by F2 for 2017 and Charles had a fantastic season to land that title too, his seven wins for the Prema Racing team putting him well clear of his rivals.

				Ferrari found him a seat with Sauber, to which it supplied engines, for his F1 break in 2018. Charles was hugely impressive in qualifying before the car’s pace fell away through the races, peaking with sixth place in Baku, and he easily outscored team-mate Marcus Ericsson.

				Ferrari had seen enough and signed him to join Sebastian Vettel in its 2019 line-up. He showed his skill immediately but was denied victory in the second race of the season at Sakhir by an engine hiccough. Charles would go on to win twice – at Spa-Francorchamps and Monza – and this was good enough 

			

		

		
			
				to rank fourth overall, one place ahead of Vettel, as Lewis Hamilton racked up another title for Mercedes. 

				This made Charles the de facto team leader, but there were no wins in 2020 as Red Bull Racing became more competitive and claimed any scraps left by Mercedes, and he and Vettel ended the year eighth and 13th. 2021 was better, but again there were no wins and new team-mate Carlos Sainz Jr marginally outscored him.

			

		

		
			
				Six pole positions in last year’s first eight rounds ought to have, by the law of averages, resulted in four to five wins. However, they yielded just two wins, in the opening round at Sakhir and the third in Melbourne. That it took a further eight rounds before Charles was first to the chequered flag again after a fabulous drive in Austria was shocking. Certainly, Max Verstappen and his Red Bull Racing RB19 was becoming an ever more competitive ingredient, but a stumble at Imola and then crashing out of the lead in the French GP dented his cause, but not as much as Ferrari’s sheer ineptitude with its race tactics. Although Charles would go on to claim another two pole positions, at Monza, which delighted the tifosi, and in the following race at Yas Marina, neither of these yielded another win. Certainly, Mercedes’ improving form made life more difficult, but there continued to be poor calls from the pitwall which held him back as Sergio Perez challenged him to be runner-up.

			

		

		
			
				PLENTY OF POLES, BUT ALSO STUMBLES

			

		

		
			
				Charles will have worked through the winter to ensure all chances are taken in 2023.

			

		

		
			
				Nationality: MONEGASQUE

				Born: 16 OCTOBER 1997,MONTE CARLO, MONACO

				Website: www.charles-leclerc.com

				Teams: SAUBER 2018, FERRARI 2019-23

				CAREER RECORD

				First Grand Prix: 2018 AUSTRALIAN GP

				Grand Prix starts: 102

				Grand Prix wins: 52019 Belgian GP, Italian GP, 2022 Bahrain GP, Australian GP, Austrian GP

				Poles: 18

				Fastest laps: 7

				Points: 868

				Honours:2017 FIA F2 CHAMPION, 2016 GP3 CHAMPION, 2015 MACAU F3 RUNNER-UP, 2014 FORMULA RENAULT ALPS RUNNER-UP, 2013 WORLD KZ KART RUNNER-UP, 2012 UNDER 18 WORLD KART CHAMPIONSHIP RUNNER-UP & EURO KF KART RUNNER-UP, 2011 ACADEMY TROPHY KART CHAMPION, 2010 JUNIOR MONACO KART CUP CHAMPION, 2009 FRENCH CADET KART CHAMPION

			

		

		
			
				TRACK NOTES
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				Despite winning the British GP last year, Carlos has plenty to prove in his third year with Ferrari as his 2022 campaign was patchy. The speed was there, not quite to Charles Leclerc’s level, but some days things didn’t quite work out.

			

		

		
			
				CARLOS SAINZ JR

			

		

		
			
				Being the offspring of a famous actor can’t be easy. Neither is being the son of a world champion. The question is whether to follow in their footsteps, and possibly become a poor comparison, or to choose a different path. It might be said that Carlos chose the latter, but only insofar as he chose to race cars rather than to rally them as father Carlos had done, landing two world titles with Toyota in 1990 and 1992.

			

		

		
			
				Carlos Jr had excelled in karts, then headed to single-seaters in 2010. His first notable success was becoming Northern European Countries Formula Renault champion and European series runner-up in 2011. This established him as one to watch and Carlos Jr continued to shine in 2012 as he ranked fifth in the European Formula 3 series.

				However, this momentum began to fade in 2013 when Carlos Jr could rank only tenth in GP3 and there was talk that he might lose his backing from Red Bull as one of its scholarship drivers. Fortunately, he went well in a couple of F1 tests and so the backing remained in place and he graduated to Formula Renault 3.5, then duly won that to put his name back up in lights.

				Formula 1 followed, Carlos Jr joining Scuderia Toro Rosso in 2015. By 2016, he was going well enough to claim three sixth-place finishes. Then his third year with the Red Bull feeder team was interrupted after he had claimed a fourth place in Singapore by Renault taking him on for the final four races after dropping Jolyon Palmer and keeping him on for 2018.

			

		

		
			
				McLaren liked what it saw, signing Carlos Jr for 2019 and he ranked sixth overall, his best result a third-place finish at Interlagos. He then peaked with second at Monza in 2020, right behind AlphaTauri’s surprise winner, Pierre Gasly.

				Then Ferrari signed him for 2021 and Carlos Jr finished second in Monaco and third at the Hungaroring, Sochi and Yas Marina, the last of which helped him to outscore team-mate Charles Leclerc.

			

		

		
			
				Second and third places in last year’s first two races suggested that 2022 was going to be a good year for Carlos. However, he was already in team-mate Charles Leclerc’s shadow and clearly struggling to become confident in the handling of what was then the year’s fastest car: the F1-75. Then the mistakes began. Full credit to Carlos, though, because he knuckled down, used his analytical approach to find the speed and then built his confidence back up. His reward was a career first, with victory in the British GP to send him into the second half of the year with his tail up. The mistakes weren’t all down to Carlos, as shown by his pit crew not having one of his tyres ready at the Dutch GP and then sending him out with an unsafe release. Ferrari had every reason to be delighted with Carlos as his form kept on improving. Pole position for the United States GP gave him great hope, but being squeezed between the McLarens wrecked that. He recovered well to third in Brazil.

			

		

		
			
				MAKING STRIDES AFTER A SLOW START

			

		

		
			
				Carlos started last season with a run of errors, but then began to show his true class.

			

		

		
			
				Nationality: SPANISH

				Born: 1 SEPTEMBER 1994, MADRID, SPAIN

				Website: www.carlossainzjr.com

				Teams: TORO ROSSO 2015-17, RENAULT 2017-18, McLAREN 2019-20, FERRARI 2021-23

				CAREER RECORD

				First Grand Prix: 2015 AUSTRALIAN GP

				Grand Prix starts: 163

				Grand Prix wins: 1 2022 British GP

				Poles: 3

				Fastest laps: 3

				Points: 782.5

				Honours:2014 FORMULA RENAULT 3.5 CHAMPION, 2011 EUROPEAN FORMULA RENAULT RUNNER-UP & NORTHERN EUROPEAN FORMULA RENAULT CHAMPION, 2009 MONACO KART CUP WINNER & EUROPEAN KF3 RUNNER-UP, 2008 ASIA/PACIFIC JUNIOR KART CHAMPION, 2006 MADRID CADET KART CHAMPION

			

		

		
			
				TRACK NOTES
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				Ferrari’s pit crew pounces as Charles Leclerc arrives for a pit stop during the Saudi Arabian GP, as VIPs watch from above.
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				The new technical regulations for 2022 were a wake-up call for Mercedes, and the serial title winners were left to play catch-up even to win a race. Expect its gold standard to be regained in 2023, as Mercedes is that sort of team.

			

		

		
			
				MERCEDES-AMG PETRONAS

			

		

		
			
				It has now been 13 years that this team has raced as Mercedes-AMG, remarkably successful years at that, but its history stretches back to 1999 when it started life as BAR, or British American Racing to give it its full name.
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