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Introduction



To those of you who are new to duct tape, you are about to discover a whole new world on a roll. We hope you had the foresight to go out and pick up a roll of duct tape before you started reading so that you can tape along with us. We know that you’ll find this book fascinating. In fact, if you stop right now and duct tape your hands to the front and back covers, you’ll find this book hard to put down. To Duct Tape Pros who have been with us since 1994, we have accumulated even more new duct tape hints but have included some of the best from our previous books and calendars. This is truly one incredible book!


Many of the tips in this book are obtained from visitors to our Web site: www.ducttapeguys.com. We invite you to stop by and see what we’ve been up to, to share your own unique applications of duct tape with the world, and to see the duct taped fetal pig, Frankenswine (not to be missed).





Disclaimer:



Like our other books, The Jumbo Duct Tape Book contains humor. Please don’t try any of the hints in this book that are blatantly stupid, potentially injurious, disrespectful to human or animal life, or outright dangerous. Some of the hints are real, usable ideas (we aren’t distinguishing which ones). You may want to try some of these or you may not. Whatever the case, you’re doing so at your own risk. Other hints are merely for your entertainment (that is, of course, assuming you find extreme stupidity entertaining).


Naturally, all real brand names mentioned in this book are the registered trademarks of their respective owners. Just because they are mentioned here doesn’t mean that their companies endorse what we are suggesting.


For best results, we recommend carrying Duck® brand duct tape with you at all times. For worst results, always carry a soldering iron and a tube of processed cheese.


—Jim and Tim, The Duct Tape Guys





Rule Number One



This is the rule that can get you through life. If it ain’t stuck and it’s supposed to be, duct tape it.


[image: image]





Learn Spanish!



On your next trip to Mexico, bring a case of duct tape. Anyone will gladly give you at least a month’s room and board and your own private Spanish lessons for your kind gift of duct tape.


Note: Don’t drink the water unless you first boil it with a piece of duct tape to catch all the bacteria.





Fastener Fastener



When repairing anything, place the temporarily removed screws, bolts, nuts, and washers on a strip of duct tape so you don’t lose them.


“Hey, Jim. Maybe this idea could also help you not lose your marbles!”


[image: image]





Tree Repair



Storm damage to trees and bushes can often be repaired with duct tape. Duct tape the damaged branch back into place and it will regraft itself. While it secures the limb in place, duct tape also keeps bugs and infection out of the wound.


Of course, if you cover your trees entirely with duct tape from the start, they will be virtually indestructible to begin with.





Volcanic Eruption Protection



To protect yourself from the heat and any stray lava splashes, make sure you are covered with at least 10 layers of duct tape. A shield of sticky-side-out duct tape held in front of you will attract all that volcanic ash, allowing you to breathe freely as you flee town.


[image: image]





Steel Guitar



Turn any ordinary wooden guitar into a “steel guitar” by covering it entirely in duct tape. And what are you going to use for your guitar strap? Duh!


(See Jim’s steel guitar on page 205.)





Hang It All!



Do you want to hang your tools on a pegboard, but their handles don’t have holes? Just make them a duct tape loop or create a little duct tape tab with a hole punched into it.


[image: image]





Loose Tooth Remover



Dry the surface of your loose tooth (so the duct tape sticks). Attach one end of a 12-foot strip of duct tape to the tooth and the other end to the back of a drag-racing vehicle. When the light turns green, your tooth (and quite possibly the whole side of your head) will be removed.





You Are Never Lost with Duct Tape



If you’re like most guys, you get lost a lot. Duct tape can help! Simply leave a trail of little duct tape squares to help you find your way home again.


Or, duct tape a YOU ARE HERE sign to your chest so you always know where you are.


[image: image]


 





Duct vs. Duck Tape



Is it duct or duck? We don’t want you to be confused, so we’ll explain. The first name for duct tape was “duck.” During World War II, the U.S. military needed a waterproof tape to keep moisture out of ammunition cases. They enlisted the Johnson & Johnson Permacel Division to manufacture the tape. Because it was waterproof, everyone referred to it as duck tape (like water off a duck’s back). Military personnel discovered that the tape was good for lots more than keeping out water. They used it for jeep repairs, fixing stuff on their guns, strapping equipment to their clothing…the list is endless.


After the war, the housing industry was booming and someone discovered that the tape was great for joining heating and air-conditioning ductwork. So the color was changed from army green to the familiar silvery tone of today, and people started to refer to it as duct tape. Therefore, either name is appropriate.


Today, Duck® brand Tape is manufactured by Manco, a Henkel Group Company.


Whether you call it duct tape or duck tape…you are still using the “Ultimate Power Tool” to dramatically improve the quality of your life.








UV Protection



With the depleted ozone layer, our eyes are exposed to more harmful UV radiation. Play it safe! Get some of those really big “old people” sunglasses and cover them with duct tape — except for a small slit in the middle.


[image: image]





Pool Shark



Create a little duct tape shark fin and place it on your pool table. Then call attention to it by yelling, “Look! A pool shark!”


Note: You can also use duct tape to repair torn pool-table felt. Place the tape sticky-side-up to make the game even more challenging!





Chaperone Helper



If you suddenly find yourself in charge of chaperoning a bunch of high school kids in a hotel, make sure they stay in their rooms: put a small piece of duct tape between their door and door frame. In the morning, if the tape is loose, broken, or missing, you will know if there were any curfew offenders and who they were.


 


Inspirational poster #1
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COURAGE


Even if you have some, it still helps to have a roll of duct tape on hand.





Catch and Release



Practice catch-and-release fishing with minimal damage to the fish — use duct tape instead of a hook. Pull the fish in, peel off the tape, and throw the fish back in the lake.


[image: image]





Presto! Chango!



Change the color of your shoes to match your dress or suit in seconds. Just add colored duct tape.


Or, change the color of your dress or suit to match your shoes. Add some black- or brown-colored duct tape.


Or, just go nude and wear duct tape “fig leaves.”





Fizz Keeper



Cover the opening of your carbonated beverage can with duct tape to keep the fizz in until you’re ready to finish drinking it.


Variation: If too much soda fizz makes you burp, avoid embarrassment by covering your mouth with duct tape.


[image: image]





Duct Tape Air Cleaner



Attach strips of duct tape (each about 4 feet long) to every blade of a ceiling fan and turn the fan on “high.” The twirling duct tape will suck all the yucky cigar smoke, dead fish smell, and other bad odors onto its super-sticky side as it buffs-n-polishes the air clean with its smooth side.





Italian Rollerblades



Duct tape two pizza cutters to the bottom of each shoe. Mama Mia! You’ve got yourself some fine Italian Rollerblades.


Note: These work nicely on ice, too.


[image: image]





Name Your Waist Size



Duct tape over the size label on the back of your pants and write in whatever size you wish to be.


Overheard at Jim’s 15th high school reunion: “Jim, are you still a 32-inch waste?!”


[image: image]





Cold Remedy



A strip of duct tape stuck under your nose will save you from the embarrassment of a drippy nose.


[image: image]





Mustard Plaster



Another cold remedy: Grandma used to recommend a mustard plaster on the chest. The Duct Tape Guys’ variation: 12 mustard packets from a fast-food restaurant duct taped to your chest — it’s a lot less messy.





Home Video Wall



Duct tape 100 or more television sets together to make a great video wall just like they have at appliance stores. You’ll never need to use the remote or miss a favorite show because of a conflict in network scheduling.


Warning: Viewing this much television at one time can result in irreversible drainage of any intelligence you once possessed.





The Duct Tape Sketchbook





Protect your expensive watch face from getting all scratched up: duct tape over the crystal. You’ll make new friends asking for the correct time.


[image: image]








Confidence Builder



Build an ark, just like Noah did — only build yours entirely out of duct tape. A big project, to be sure, but when you’re finished, you’ll have the admiration not only of yourself but also of all those around you.


“I saw your ark, Tim. It made me think you had finally gone completely nuts!”


“Shut up, Jim.”


[image: image]





Better Spelling with Duct Tape



For error-proof writing, duct tape a dictionary to your nonwriting arm. If you still happen to make a spelling mistake, you can always use duct tape as white-out on a roll (or gray-out, as the case may be).





Sled Repair



Break your favorite sled? Make sure the sled is bone dry and at room temperature before applying duct tape. Tape overlapping strips from back to front of the entire sled bottom. Better yet, forget the sled and just cover your bottom in duct tape for a built-in sled!


[image: image]





Duct Tape Bandages



Cover your cuts and bruises with as many layers of duct tape as needed to stop the bleeding. Or, use duct tape to secure towels, shirts, blankets, or other forms of compresses on those really nasty wounds.


“We should note, Jim, that we are not doctors, and therefore can’t dispense medical advice.”


“No problem, Tim. This ain’t medical advice, this is just plain common sense first aid.”


 



stump the DUCT TAPE GUYS





Question: A hypothetical problem: I’m in science lab and I throw a beaker of sulfuric acid at the door and make a big hole in it. If I try to put duct tape on the door, the duct tape will just melt. What do I do? — Losdios
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