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I see you stand like greyhounds in the slips,

Straining upon the start. The game’s afoot.

Follow your spirit, and upon this charge

Cry, ‘God for Harry! England and Saint George!’



King Henry; III.i.
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Hardly anyone called the new King ‘Henry’. When they talked about him they said ‘Hal’ or ‘Harry’, or used one of his other nicknames. Everyone knew what a wild and rebellious teenager the young prince had been.
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Harry had spent more time with rascally old Sir John Falstaff, learning how to drink and gamble than he had with his royal father. Now the reckless young Harry was King, but no one knew what sort of king he would be. Some thought he would be a disaster, others said that only time would tell, but all were aware that the young King faced a difficult time as the new English monarch.
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England and France in the fifteenth century.
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