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“I want to try the hoopla,” said Ellie Macdonald excitedly. “One of the prizes is an art set!” Ellie and her best friends, Summer Hammond and Jasmine Smith, were at the Honeyvale County Fair. Ellie’s parents and her little sister, Molly, were there too, but they’d let Summer, Jasmine and Ellie go off by themselves to explore the stalls and to look at the farm animals. The girls were having a brilliant time!

“I’d like to win that cute toy lamb,” Summer said as she looked at the hoopla prizes. “The real ones over there were so sweet!”

They gave their money to the lady running the stall and took three hoops each. Ellie aimed at the art set, but two of her hoops sailed past it and the third fell short.

“Bad luck,” said Jasmine. “I’ll see if I can win it for you!” But her hoops missed as well.

“My turn,” said Summer. She stared at the toy lamb hopefully, trying to judge the distance, then threw her first hoop. It brushed the lamb’s ears, but it didn’t go over the toy. Her second two hoops missed the lamb, but she did ring a pack of three fancy chocolates.
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“Well done!” Jasmine exclaimed.

Summer shared out the sweets. “Come on,” she said as they munched happily, “Let’s see what else there is to do!”

“What’s that over there?” Ellie asked, spotting a white tent with a colourful flag fluttering above it.

“It’s a magic show,” Jasmine said. “I saw a poster earlier.”

“Let’s go and watch!” Ellie suggested.

The girls headed for the tent. Lots of people were already inside. The youngest children were sitting on the ground near the stage, while older children and grown-ups were on chairs behind them. The girls found three seats at the back.

The magician was wearing a black cloak with a shiny red lining, white gloves and a black top hat.

“Welcome, ladies and gentlemen, boy and girls,” he said. “Prepare to be amazed by my magic tricks!” Taking off his hat, he showed everyone that it was empty. Then he put it on a table and tapped it with his magic wand. “Abracadabra,” he cried, and pulled out a bunch of fake flowers. The audience clapped.

“It’s fun, but it’s not the same as the real magic that happens in the Secret Kingdom,” whispered Ellie.
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Jasmine and Summer nodded in agreement.

The girls shared an amazing secret. They had a magic box that could take them to a place called the Secret Kingdom – a beautiful land full of pixies, elves, unicorns and all kinds of other amazing creatures.

The box had been made by kind King Merry, the ruler of the kingdom, because the magical land was in danger from his mean sister Queen Malice – and Ellie, Summer and Jasmine were the only people who could help!

“This magic show is making me think about Trixi,” whispered Summer. Trixibelle was their pixie friend, and King Merry’s assistant. She and the girls had been tricked by Queen Malice into wearing cursed friendship bracelets that had stolen their special talents. Luckily it was Talent Week in the Secret Kingdom, and once the prizes had been presented, the winners could use the awards’ magic to restore the girls’ special gifts.

Ellie’s art skills, Jasmine’s talent for music and dancing, and Summer’s ability to befriend animals had all been returned already. But poor Trixi’s talent for magic was still missing, and the girls could hardly wait to go to the Secret Kingdom to help her get it back.

“We have to break Queen Malice’s spell before Talent Week is over,” said Jasmine in a low voice. “Otherwise Trixi will never be able to use magic again!”

“But we can’t go until we get a message from her,” Summer whispered. She hoped they’d hear from their pixie friend very soon.
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The magician placed a yellow hanky in his hat. When he pulled it out again it had turned red. The audience clapped, but the girls sighed.



Then suddenly, Ellie noticed light coming from Jasmine’s bag. “The Magic Box,” she whispered excitedly, nudging her friends. Jasmine pulled the bag out from under her chair and they hurried out of the tent and hid behind a nearby tree.

Sure enough, the curved mirror on the top was shining brightly. As they peered at it, words began to appear there. Summer read them out:

 

“Come to a place of fairy fun!

Come one, come all, come everyone!

With games and stalls and treats and slides,

Come to the place with magic rides!”

 

The box lid flew open and the map of the Secret Kingdom floated out. Ellie grabbed it and spread it out on the grass between them. “We’re looking for a place full of fairy fun,” she muttered.

They all bent low over the map. “But everywhere in the Secret Kingdom is full of fun!” said Jasmine.

“Except Thunder Castle,” said Summer with a shiver. “There’s no fun where Queen Malice lives!”
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“It’s somewhere there are magic rides,” Jasmine said. She spotted Unicorn Valley on the map, where two beautiful white unicorns were cantering down a hill. “You can ride unicorns in Unicorn Valley, but I don’t think there are any slides there…”
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