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“Hold on tight!” called Summer as she pushed Ellie and Jasmine on the roundabout at Honeyvale Park.

“Faster!” squealed Jasmine.

Summer gave the roundabout one last big push and jumped on too. Jasmine whooped as they all spun around.

Looking up at the blue sky Summer laughed, feeling as though they would keep spinning round for ever, but gradually the roundabout got slower and finally stopped completely.
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Jasmine jumped off. “I love roundabouts!”

“Me too,” Ellie said happily.

“Do you know what they remind me of?” Summer asked.

“I bet I can guess!” Ellie looked around, but there was no one close enough to hear. “Whizzing off to the Secret Kingdom?” she whispered.

Summer nodded. “Yes!”

The three friends often visited a magic land called the Secret Kingdom. It was ruled by a jolly king called King Merry, and lots of amazing magical creatures like elves and unicorns lived there. Whenever they went to the Secret Kingdom, King Merry’s Royal Pixie, Trixi, whisked the girls away in a sparkling cloud that spun them round and round – just like the roundabout, but a hundred times better!

“I hope we get another message from the Secret Kingdom soon,” said Jasmine. “Half term would be the perfect time to have some more adventures as we’ll be spending lots of time together anyway.”

Ellie’s green eyes sparkled. “You’re right, although any time is the perfect time to have an adventure!”

“I think we should go back to my house and check the Magic Box,” said Summer. “Another message might be waiting for us.”

King Merry had invented a magical box that sent the girls a riddle whenever they were needed in the kingdom. Usually it was because the king’s wicked sister, Queen Malice, was up to no good. She was determined to cause trouble until the Secret Kingdom was hers!

The girls ran to pick up their school bags and then set off for Summer’s house.

“No more school for a week,” said Jasmine happily, practising a pirouette as they walked.

Ellie grinned. “I bet I know what the elves learn at their school in the Secret Kingdom.”

“What?” Summer asked.

“The elf-abet of course!” Ellie said.

Summer and Jasmine both groaned. Ellie giggled. “Come on!” she said, breaking into a run. “Race you back!”

[image: images]

Mrs Hammond, Summer’s mum, opened the front door. “Hi, girls! How was your last day at school? There’s lemonade in the fridge and I’ve made some fresh popcorn for you.”

“Thanks, Mum,” said Summer. “Can we take it upstairs?”

“Sure,” her mum replied.

Summer, Ellie and Jasmine carried the drinks and the bowl of popcorn upstairs. The window was open and they could hear Summer’s younger brothers playing outside in the garden. Summer’s room was covered with posters of animals. There were lots of books stacked up on two shelves and a white fluffy rug on the floor. A little black cat was curled up on her bed.

Summer ran over and gave the cat a kiss. “Hi, Rosa!”

Rosa purred and Summer stroked her soft coat. “I’m surprised you’re not outside in the garden. You seem to like my bed a lot at the moment.”

Rosa rubbed her head against Summer’s hand. Three charms jingled together on her collar.
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Jasmine gently touched the shimmering charms. One was shaped like a heart, one like a flower and the last was shaped like a crown. “The Animal Keepers’ magic charms,” she said softly. “We must get them back to the three missing Keepers before any more damage is done in the Secret Kingdom.”

The three girls looked serious for a moment as they all remembered what had happened in the Secret Kingdom the last time they had been there.

Once every hundred years, kind King Merry used the Secret Spellbook to summon four Animal Keepers from a magical shield. The Keepers were a puppy, a seal, a bird and a lion cub and their job was to magically travel around the Secret Kingdom, spreading fun, kindness, friendship and courage as they went. After they had travelled all the way around the land, the Keepers returned to their shield for another hundred years.

Just a few days ago, the girls had gone to the Secret Kingdom to watch the Animal Keepers being summoned and to join in the celebrations. But something awful had happened… Queen Malice had put a curse on the Animal Keepers! Instead of bringing kindness, courage, friendship and fun, they would now bring the opposite wherever they went – meanness, cowardice, squabbling and misery.

The Animal Keepers’ magical charms had been left behind when the animals disappeared off around the kingdom, and Summer had put them on Rosa’s collar for safekeeping. The three friends had already managed to find one of the Animal Keepers – the Puppy Keeper – and as soon as they had reattached the charm to his collar the puppy had been freed from the queen’s curse. But the seal, lion and bird were still under her wicked spell! King Merry had promised to send the girls a message as soon as he and Trixi had worked out where the missing Animal Keepers were. Then Summer, Ellie and Jasmine could try and return their charms to them.

“Where’s the Magic Box?” Ellie asked.

Summer pulled out a bag from under her bed. “Here.” She eased the box out of the bag. The box was carved with unicorns and mermaids and studded with gems. The lid was a shimmering mirror.
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