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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK


Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.


You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.





INTRODUCTION


Whether it’s the joy, confusion or agony of love – or whether it’s the love you have for your partner, friends, family or even a stranger – we’ve all experienced love in some way or another. And who better to capture everything that love encompasses than the greatest writers in history?


From the poets of the Romantic era, such as Wordsworth and Byron, to the great Victorian novelists, such as the Brontës and Dickens, the concept of love in all its forms has been a hallmark of literature throughout the ages. Whose heart doesn’t ache at Heathcliffe’s and Catherine’s all-consuming love for each other? And who doesn’t hold their breath during Gatsby’s and Daisy’s tense reunion? Who can resist a monologue in which a character declares their undying love for someone, or a sonnet that conveys love’s deepest sorrows in fourteen impassioned lines?


Whatever your experience of love, this beautiful collection of quotes from across literature is a celebration of one of life’s most powerful and intensely felt emotions. Read it from cover to cover, or dip into it whenever you want; keep it on your bookshelf or pass it on to a loved one when you’ve finished reading. And – most importantly – take comfort in knowing that, whatever love has thrown your way, you will find all the solace you need in these pages.
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What the world stigmatizes as romantic is often more nearly allied to the truth than is commonly supposed.


ANNE BRONTË
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SONNET 18


Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?


Thou art more lovely and more temperate:


Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,


And summer’s lease hath all too short a date;


Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,


And often is his gold complexion dimm’d;


And every fair from fair sometime declines,


By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm’d;


But thy eternal summer shall not fade,


Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;


Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his shade,


When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:


So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,


So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE






The Passionate Shepherd to His Love


Come live with me and be my love,


And we will all the pleasures prove,


That Valleys, groves, hills, and fields,


Woods, or steepy mountain yields.


And we will sit upon the Rocks,


Seeing the Shepherds feed their flocks,


By shallow Rivers to whose falls


Melodious birds sing Madrigals.


And I will make thee beds of Roses


And a thousand fragrant posies,


A cap of flowers, and a kirtle


Embroidered all with leaves of Myrtle;


A gown made of the finest wool


Which from our pretty Lambs we pull;


Fair lined slippers for the cold,


With buckles of the purest gold;


A belt of straw and Ivy buds,


With Coral clasps and Amber studs:


And if these pleasures may thee move,


Come live with me, and be my love.


The Shepherds’ Swains shall dance and sing


For thy delight each May-morning:


If these delights thy mind may move,
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