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CHAPTER ONE

A Special Visitor

“Look!” Lily Hart said to her best friend, Jess Forester. “They’re playing with our little toys!”

A bunny with a sore ear and a guinea pig with his leg in a tiny splint were in an animal pen, playing with a ball the girls had made from Mr Forester’s old gloves. They were two of the animal patients at the Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital, which was run by Lily’s parents in a barn in their garden.

“They are so sweet!” Jess said.

Lily and Jess were sitting on a rug in the Harts’ garden, threading cotton reels together. Beside them was a bag full of string, cardboard tubes and old clothes.



[image: images]





Lily held up an old pair of jeans. “If we cut off the legs and stuff them with straw, they’ll make great tug-of-war toys!”




“Good idea!” said Jess. Then she took a long ribbon with bells hanging from it and dangled it in the air. Three snowy white kittens, who were getting over bad colds, raced over to jump up and pat the jingling bells.




In a pen close by, a fox cub sat with his ears drooped.

“All of the other animals love playing with the toys we’ve made,” said Jess. “I wonder why he doesn’t want to play?”
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“I don’t know,” said Lily. “Perhaps we just haven’t found the right toy yet…” She stopped, and grinned in delight as a golden cat bounded across the grass towards them. “Goldie!” she cried.

The beautiful green-eyed cat rubbed against their legs, mewing softly.

The girls were thrilled to see her. Goldie was their special friend, and she lived in a secret place called Friendship Forest. It was a magical world where the animals lived in pretty little cottages and dens, and all of them could talk!

Jess’s eyes shone. “Goldie must have come to take us back to Friendship Forest,” she said. “Maybe we’ll have another adventure!”

“I hope so!” cried Lily. Then she frowned. “I just hope Grizelda isn’t causing trouble again,” she said.

Grizelda was a horrible witch who wanted to drive all the animals out of Friendship Forest so she could have it all for herself. Goldie and the girls had managed to stop her so far, but they knew that Grizelda wouldn’t give up.

Goldie ran towards Brightley Stream at the bottom of the garden. Lily and Jess raced after Goldie, across the stepping stones and into Brightley Meadow. Since no time passed while they were in Friendship Forest, they knew that all their things would be waiting for them when they got back.

Goldie led the girls to a lifeless old oak tree in the middle of the meadow. As soon as she reached it, new leaves, as green as her eyes, sprang from every twig. Chattering swallows swooped among the branches, and bright butterflies and humming bees danced among the wild violets and primroses that dotted the grass beneath.

Jess and Lily were thrilled to see the tree burst into life. They stooped to find the words they knew were carved into the bark, and read them out loud.

“Friendship Forest!”
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Instantly, a door appeared in the trunk and Goldie bounded inside.

The girls exchanged excited glances and followed her into the shimmering glow. A tingle ran through them and they knew they were growing a little smaller.

As the golden light faded, they found themselves in a sunlit forest glade.

“Welcome back to Friendship Forest,” said a soft voice.

Lily turned. “Goldie!”

The beautiful cat was now standing upright, as tall as their shoulders, wearing her golden scarf.

“You can talk to us at last!” said Jess.

The three friends hugged.

Jess was worried. “Is Grizelda causing trouble again?”

Goldie shook her head. “Ever since we broke the spell she put on the Memory Tree, no one has seen her,” she said.
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