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“Can I have the butterfly cutter first, please?” asked Summer Hammond.

She was in her kitchen with her best friends, Jasmine Smith and Ellie Macdonald. They were all wearing aprons over their pretty summer dresses, because they were making biscuits for their school bake sale to raise money for new library books.

Jasmine handed it to her. “I’m making star biscuits,” she said. “I’m going to sprinkle them with edible glitter when they’re cooked so they twinkle like real stars.”

Ellie grinned. “That’s a great idea! I’m going to use the mermaid cutter and decorate the tails with chocolate buttons.”

Summer’s two little brothers, Finn and Connor, dashed into the kitchen. “Aren’t your biscuits ready yet?” Connor asked, disappointed. “We want to try them.”

“You can have a couple of chocolate buttons,” Summer said, handing her brothers a few.

“Thanks!” the boys exclaimed. They ran out again, munching happily.

Summer rolled her dough and began cutting out butterfly shapes. She pushed the kitchen door shut, then said in a low voice, “It’s too bad my butterfly biscuits can’t fly, like the Catch-Me Cookies we ate in Candy Cove. They’d be the hit of the bake sale!”

The girls exchanged excited looks. Candy Cove was in the Secret Kingdom, a magical land ruled by jolly King Merry. It was full of elves, giants, pixies and other amazing creatures – and the girls loved to visit.

“I wonder when Trixi will come for us,” Jasmine said. When they were needed in the Secret Kingdom, their pixie friend, Trixi, always sent them a message through a magic box that they shared.

“Soon, I hope,” said Ellie. “I can’t wait to see her and King Merry again.”

The girls finished cutting out their biscuits and arranged them on baking sheets. Ellie popped them in the oven and Jasmine set the timer. As it began to tick, she sighed loudly.

“What’s wrong?” asked Summer.

“The timer has just reminded me about Queen Malice’s hourglass,” Jasmine replied.

King Merry’s mean sister, Queen Malice, had put a curse on the Secret Kingdom and as black sand trickled through her magical hourglass it was gradually destroying all the good magic there. It was causing problems across the land, and once all the sand had run through there’d be no good magic left in the kingdom at all.
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Ellie shivered. “Remember how horrible it was in the Secret Kingdom when Queen Malice took over before?”

“We stopped her then, and we’ll stop her again,” said Jasmine determinedly. “We’ve already found the Charmed Heart. Once we find the other three Enchanted Objects, her curse will be lifted.”

King Merry’s ancestors had carefully hidden four Enchanted Objects in distant corners of the Secret Kingdom. The girls were trying to find them all because their powerful magic would destroy Queen Malice’s curse, but they’d been so well hidden, so long ago, that even King Merry didn’t know where they were. To make things worse, Queen Malice was searching for the objects, too!

“Let’s check the Magic Box,” suggested Summer. “Maybe Trixi’s sent us a message.”

“Good idea!” agreed Ellie and Jasmine.

The girls raced upstairs to Summer’s bedroom. It was a cosy room with walls decorated with animal posters and shelves crammed with books. Ellie closed the door so Summer’s brothers wouldn’t see what they were doing, while Summer pulled the Magic Box out from underneath her bed. It was a beautiful box, carved with mermaids, unicorns and other magical creatures. A mirror, surrounded by six glittering gems, was set into the top.

“The mirror’s glowing!” Summer cried eagerly. She hurriedly set the box on the bed and they all crowded round.

“Here comes Trixi’s riddle,” said Jasmine as words began to appear in the mirror. She read it out:
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“This place of learning lies beneath

The shimmering turquoise sea.

Here long-haired swimmers

Study hard to learn their A B C.”

 

The box opened and a magical map of the Secret Kingdom floated out. Ellie caught it and spread it out on Summer’s desk. It was a very special map and looking at it was almost like peering through a window into the Secret Kingdom. The girls could see figures moving on it – galloping unicorns, flying dream dragons and skiing Snow Brownies.

“It’s somewhere under the sea,” Jasmine said, “so we need to look around the coast.”

Aquamarine waves lapped along the shores of the crescent-shaped kingdom. Some young elves were paddling on a sandy beach near the bottom of the map and colourful boats bobbed on the gentle waves.

“A place of learning must mean a school,” said Ellie. “So we’re looking for a school under the sea.”

“What about the long-haired swimmers?” Summer said thoughtfully. “Fish don’t have hair…”

“But mermaids do,” Ellie reminded her.

“Of course!” Summer cried.

They all bent low over the map, trying to read the tiny writing.

“Here!” Jasmine exclaimed suddenly. “Pearl Shoals School.” She pointed to a shimmering building under the sea. “That must be the place.”

Excitedly the girls placed their hands on the Magic Box. “The answer is Pearl Shoals School,” they cried together. They waited expectantly for Trixi to come zooming out of the box on her flying leaf, but there was no sign of her.
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Look out for the next bumper:
Secret Kingdom special!
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Can Summer, Jasmine and Ellie
save the royal wedding?
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