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For Charlotte


 


 


 


With thanks to Hodder who


very kindly took the time to publish this book


when they could have picked a good one.




[image: Image Missing]




‘Throw enough spaghetti at a wall, and eventually some will stick. Either that or eventually someone might offer you an ironic book deal that centres around how terrible you are at spaghetti-throwing.’


Cal King, 2017
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A Word From The ‘Author’


It is said that everyone has a book inside them. I don’t have just one though, I have loads. And unfortunately for me, they’re all terrible.


At least that’s what I’ve been told (personally, I disagree), and over the course of the last few years I’ve pitched many books to publishers, receiving feedback that ranged from ‘Please stop sending us book ideas’ to ‘This is a Vietnamese restaurant, are you sure you’ve got the right address?’


Never one to let rejection or Vietnamese restaurants deter me, I kept on plugging away, and was recently invited to present my excellent ideas to a top publisher with a view to having one published. Arriving at their London offices with a head stuffed with dreams and a notebook stuffed with novel concepts, my mind raced with the possible outcomes; a Man Booker Prize? A Pulitzer? The Nobel?


But rather than leaving with a multi-million-pound book deal, it was instead suggested that the publisher might like to release my pitches as a collection of ‘rejected book ideas’ for the Christmas ‘gag gifts’ market. Stung by this slight on my talents, but also drawn to the pleasing irony of having a ‘how to not get published’ book published, I agreed. And this surprisingly high-quality paperback you’re now holding is the result.


It is my sincere hope that you are able to take some inspiration from this book, or if not you, perhaps someone you know. Or if not someone you know, whoever fishes it out of the bin once you’ve finished with it. At the very least, I hope I am able to demonstrate that you don’t necessarily need good ideas to have your own book, you just need ideas. Loads of them. And also the backing of a major publisher who may or may not be laughing at you.


But who’s laughing now?! Still them, I suspect.
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A Word From The Publisher


We’re absolutely thrilled to be publishing [INSERT NAME OF BOOK HERE], a towering achievement which we believe to be one of the most powerful literary works since [INSERT NAME OF SLIGHTLY BETTER BOOK THAT WE ALSO PUBLISH HERE].


A Word from Taste Express Vietnamese Restaurant


We like the one about the whale.




The Ideas


I’ll leave you to decide for yourself whether any or all of these ideas should ever have been ‘rejected’. I am still of the humble opinion that I must be an undiscovered genius, and that my many talents have long been chronically under-appreciated. If you happen to agree (or would like to publish any of the below books in a NON-ironic way), please do drop me a line. I am always available.
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