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EDITOR'S NOTE 









Winston Churchill was once voted the Greatest Briton of All Time in a BBC poll – but was he the wittiest? Make up your own mind as Brit Wit explores the many facets of the great British sense of humour so peculiar to this island and often unfathomable to those off it. Interspersed with cutting contributions from 'traditional' wits such as Samuel Johnson are ribald ripostes from modern sources – comedians, television presenters and, yes, even women. All of them unique, but all of them witty and typically British through their subtlety or cynicism. That is not to say that only the Brits have ever raised a wry smile. It was with great regret that Groucho Marx ('I never forget a face – but in your case I'll make an exception') and Dorothy Parker ('She runs the gamut of emotions from A to B', of Katharine Hepburn) had to stay out of this book! 




  So here you have it – the world with a pinch of salt. A Small Islander's guide to life, the universe and everything. Wow your friends, cow your enemies, and force yourself to see the funny side in a world that takes itself too seriously and not seriously enough. After all, as W. Somerset Maugham once observed, 'She had a pretty gift for quotation, which is a serviceable substitute for wit.' 








Susie Jones 
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QUOTES AND QUOTATIONS 












Find enough clever things to say and you're a Prime Minister; write them down and you're a Shakespeare. 


GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 






It is better to be quotable than to be honest. 


TOM STOPPARD 
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It is a good thing for an uneducated man to read books of quotations. 


WINSTON CHURCHILL 
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A widely read man never quotes accurately… misquotation is the pride and privilege of the learned. 


HESKETH PEARSON 
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