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AUTHOR’S INTRO


A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away... someone was, no doubt, compiling Top 10 lists. These days, some fact-packed books only cover strange “number ones,” but we remain obsessed with bringing you Top 10 charts on subjects that we hope you’ll find informative, entertaining and inspiring. For example, with new Star Wars movies such as The Force Awakens, Rogue One, and The Last Jedi taking the box office by storm, a special section of this book’s Movies & TV zone is dedicated to facts about the past 40+ years of the sci-fi franchise.


Galactic adventures aside, Top 10 of Everything 2018 proudly presents a smorgasbord of other information, including the likes of: the longest crocodiles, deepest canyons, most popular metal albums, first Nobel Prize winners, biggest TV tie-in video games, fastest people in the world, most popular theme parks, fastest Maglev trains, the biggest zombie movies, and more than 10,000 other facts to go wide-eyed about.


So sit back, lean away from that “jump-to-light-speed” button, put down your Darth Vader figure, and let your mind take a slow trip through our 10 eclectic zones...


ABOUT THE AUTHOR


PAUL TERRY is a best-selling author, music artist, and producer. He has written/edited official publications for the Bad Robot TV shows Alias, Lost and Fringe, as well as for Stars Wars, LEGO, DreamWorks, The Simpsons, and Futurama.


He coauthored (with Tara Bennett) The Official Making of Big Trouble in Little China, the official Lost Encyclopedia, The Blacklist: Elizabeth Keen’s Dossier, Sleepy Hollow: Creating Heroes, Demons & Monsters, and Fringe: September’s Notebook (an Amazon Book of the Year 2013).


When he’s not writing books, Paul writes music. His film scores include Emily (starring Oscar-nominee Felicity Jones and Emmy-winner Christopher Eccleston), feature documentary Sidney & Friends, and the chiller Care. Under the moniker of Cellarscape, Paul’s albums include Exo Echo and the IMA-nominated The Act of Letting Go.
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ALL CREATURES


8


TOP


10


FASTEST ANIMAL SPECIES


Combining all of the different organisms on our planet from the land, sea, and sky, these 10 are the fastest of their kinds...


TYPE


ANIMAL


RECORDED SPEED


(MPH) (KPH)


1


2


3


4


5


6


7 8 9 10


RAPTOR


PEREGRINE FALCON 242 389


BAT


MEXICAN FREE-TAILED BAT 99.4 160


BONY FISH


BLACK MARLIN


80 128.7


BIG CAT


CHEETAH


75 120.7


ARTIODACTYL MAMMAL PRONGHORN 61 98.2


SHARK


SHORTFIN MAKO SHARK 60 96.6 FLIGHTLESS BIRD OSTRICH


60 96.6


HORSE


AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE 55 88.5


DOLPHIN


ORCA WHALE


40.1 65


REPTILE


CENTRAL BEARDED DRAGON 24.9 40


6


ShortfIn Mako shark


The Maori word mako literally means “shark.” It often travels more than 1,300 miles (2,092 km) and its diet consists mainly of squid and other fast-swimming fish like tuna. This results in their accidental netting (and death) during large commercial tuna catches. The IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) lists this shark as vulnerable, meaning it is an endangered species.
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1


This prehistoric fish latches onto its prey as a parasite. Its circular, multihooked maw clamps onto its victim so its probing tongue can burrow into their flesh. Classified as an invasive species in many regions, sea lampreys can decimate local fish populations. Weighing more than 5 lb (2.3 kg), lampreys have cartilage like sharks instead of a skeleton of bones. Although their bite isn’t fatal to humans, they will happily latch onto our skin and feed when given the opportunity.


sea Lamprey


1


Animal


KINGDOM


9


BLOODSUCKERS’ RANKS


Here’s how these blood-drinkers rank by air, water, and land creatures...


WATER


3


AIR


4


LAND


3


TOP


10


LARGEST BLOODSUCKERS


Vampires may be mythological creatures, but the animal kingdom is full of entities that feed exclusively on blood...


NAME


LENGTH


(IN) (CM)


1


SEA LAMPREY


35.5 90 GIANT AMAZON LEECH 18 45.7 CANDIRU


16 40


VAMPIRE BAT


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


7 18


VAMPIRE FINCH


4.7 12 MADRILENIAL BUTTERFLY 2.76 7 ASSASSIN BUG


1.6 4 FEMALE MOSQUITO 0.6 1.6 BEDBUG


0.2 0.5


FLEA


0.09 0.25









[image: image]





ALL CREATURES


10


7


Polar Bear


Due to spending the majority of its life on the Arctic Ocean’s sea ice, the polar bear is actually categorized as a marine mammal. However, climate change is melting their habitat and making them an endangered species. They are incredible swimmers and can do so for days. On land, they can sprint at 25 mph (40.3 kph). Although they mainly hunt seals, whale carcasses and walruses also feature in their diet. Standing on its hind legs, the polar bear can exceed 11 ft (3.4 m).


TOP


10


BIGGEST CARNIVORES


This top 10 chart is made up of some of the largest creatures on Earth that eat other creatures...


TYPE


ANIMAL


WEIGHT


(LB) (KG)


WHALE


BLUE WHALE


418,877 189,999.4


SHARK


WHALE SHARK


47,000 21,318


DOLPHIN


ORCA WHALE


22,000 9,979


SEAL


SOUTHERN ELEPHANT SEAL 11,000 4,989.5


CROCODILE


SALTWATER CROCODILE 4,409.2 2,000


WALRUS


PACIFIC WALRUS


4,151.3 1,883


BEAR


POLAR BEAR


2,209 1,002


STINGRAY


GIANT FRESHWATER STINGRAY 1,320 600


SQUID


COLOSSAL SQUID


1,091.3 495


BIG CAT


SIBERIAN TIGER


1,025.2 465


1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8 9 10
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TOP


10


HEAVIEST HERBIVORES


Although these animals’ diets consist purely of vegetation, this doesn’t stop them reaching immense weights...


1


Animal


KINGDOM
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TYPE


ANIMAL


WEIGHT


(LB) (KG)


1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9 10


ELEPHANT


AFRICAN BUSH ELEPHANT 26,455 12,000 HIPPOPOTAMUS COMMON HIPPOPOTAMUS 9,920.8 4,500 RHINO


SOUTHERN WHITE RHINO 8,818.5 4,000


GIRAFFE


ROTHSCHILD GIRAFFE 4,254.9 1,930


BOVINE


CHIANINA


3,924.2 1,780


HORSE


SHIRE HORSE


3,306.9 1,500


DEER


CHUKOTKA MOOSE 1,598.4 725


TORTOISE


GALÁPAGOS TORTOISE 919.3 417


GORILLA


EASTERN LOWLAND GORILLA 595.2 270


KANGAROO


RED KANGAROO


200.6 91


8


Galápagos


Tortoise


This huge tortoise can live for more than 150 years. Its name comes from the 19 Galápagos Islands which they inhabit. When a Spanish bishop accidentally sailed toward the archipelago in 1535, the islands were named as such because galápago is Spanish for “tortoise.” They rest (but not fully asleep) for around 16 hours a day and have the ability not to require food or water for a year. Males make a kind of “mooing” noise when mating, but females do not communicate with any kind of sound.
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ALL CREATURES
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TOP


10


LONGEST SLEEPERS


Adult humans sleep an average of seven hours a day, which makes us seem extremely active compared to these restful creatures...


ANIMAL


APPROX. HOURS ASLEEP PER DAY


1


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


LARGE HAIRY ARMADILLO 20.4 LITTLE POCKET MOUSE 20 LITTLE BROWN BAT 19 PYTHON


18


NIGHT MONKEY 17


TREE SHREW


15.5


SQUIRREL


14.9


KOALA


14.5 AMERICAN BADGER 14 CHILEAN MOUSE OPOSSUM 14


sloth


Contrary to its reputation as the laziest animal, the sloth only sleeps for an average of 10 hours a day, so it doesn’t make it into this top 10. They do rest for between 15 and 20 hours, but not in a deep sleep. Their 12 in (30.5 cm) tongue helps them reach leaves, and their 4 in (10.2 cm) curved claws provide excellent grip on branches, especially while hanging upside down. Sloths’ long arms also make them very good swimmers.
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1


Large Hairy


Armadillo


1
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Gestation can last up to 75 days, and large hairy armadillos often give birth to twins. It is the most abundant species of armadillo in South America. A master burrower, it can breathe in oxygen underground due to special nasal membranes preventing soil from being inhaled. It favors foraging for insects and worms.


TOP


10


LARGEST BURROWERS


Making subterranean dens, nests, and shelters isn’t just an activity carried out by the likes of small animals...


ANIMAL


LENGTH


(IN) (CM)


1


2


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


POLAR BEAR


133.5 339


AARDVARK


86.6 220 NORTH AMERICAN RIVER OTTER 61.8 157 GIANT ARMADILLO 59.1 150 EUROPEAN OTTER 55.1 140 RED FOX


55.1 140 COMMON WOMBAT 51.2 130 MONGOOSE


47.2 120 NORTHERN HAIRY-NOSED WOMBAT 39.4 100 COYPU


37.4 95


2


AARDVARK


Like the sloth, the aardvark also has a 12 in (30.5 cm) tongue, but this nocturnal African mammal uses it to reach inside termite and ant hills for a meal. As many as 50,000 can be consumed in one feeding period. The aardvark can weigh more than 160 lb (72.6 kg), and also burrows to make a home.
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ALL CREATURES


TOP


10


BIGGEST CRUSTACEANS


Crabs, lobsters, prawns and shrimps are the most well-known types of crustacean, and you may not have heard of these giants...


NAME


SIZE


(IN) (CM)


1


2


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


JAPANESE SPIDER CRAB


149.6 380


ALASKAN KING CRAB


60 152.4


AMERICAN LOBSTER


43.3 110


COCONUT CRAB


39.4 100 COLOSSENDEIS COLOSSEA SEA SPIDER 35.8 91 TASMANIAN GIANT CRAB


35.8 91


GIANT ISOPOD


29.9 76 ATLANTIC HORSESHOE CRAB 23.6 60 PENNELLA BALAENOPTERAE (PARASITIC BARNACLE) 12.6 32 SUPERGIANT AMPHIPOD


11 28


2


Black Caiman


The Alligatoridae family of reptiles includes alligators and caimans. The black caiman, the biggest member of this family, has much larger eyes than its caiman relatives. Its skull is also visibly bigger. It resides in the waterways of South America, especially the Amazon basin, where it is the region’s biggest predator. Females stay close to their nest, which can contain 65 eggs.
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2


Alaskan King crab


1


Animal


KINGDOM
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There are three types of this Alaskan creature: red king crab, blue king crab, and golden king crab. They can weigh more than 20 lb (9.1 kg) and live up to 20 years. Spawning season lasts from January through June. Unusually for a crab, this species only has six (instead of eight) legs.


TOP


10


HEAVIEST REPTILE FAMILIES


Examining all of the different families there are in the reptile kingdom, these are the 10 that tip the scales in each of them...


REPTILE FAMILY ANIMAL


WEIGHT


(LB) (KG)


CROCODYLIDAE SALTWATER CROCODILE 4,409.2 2,000 ALLIGATORIDAE


BLACK CAIMAN 2,900 1,310


GAVIALIDAE


2,150 977 DERMOCHELYIDAE LEATHERBACK SEA TURTLE 2,120 961.1 TESTUDINIDAE


GALÁPAGOS TORTOISE 919.3 417


BOIDAE


GHARIAL


GREEN ANACONDA 550 249.5


VARANIDAE


KOMODO DRAGON 366 166


PYTHONIDAE


RETICULATED PYTHON 350.1 158.8


VIPERIDAE


GABOON VIPER


44.1 20


ELAPIDAE


KING COBRA


28 12.7


1


2


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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ON LAND


16


8


Eurasian Lynx


This is the largest of the four lynx species. It consumes around 5 lb (2.3 kg) of food every day, and is a pure carnivore, hunting prey as large as reindeer and roe deer. Eurasian lynxes that reside in Siberia are on record as the largest of the species, reaching 4.3 ft (1.3 m) in length.


TOP


10


BIGGEST BIG CATS


Compare this top 10 to the one opposite to get a better sense of just how big the “big cats” of the wild get...


CAT


WEIGHT (LB) (KG)


1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9 10


SIBERIAN TIGER 1,025.2 465


LION


595.2 270


JAGUAR


308.6 140


COUGAR


264.5 120


SNOW LEOPARD 160.9 73


LEOPARD


141.1 64


CHEETAH


121.2 55


EURASIAN LYNX


77.2 35 CLOUDED LEOPARD 55.1 25 CARACAL


44.1 20









[image: image]





TOP


10


BIGGEST DOMESTICATED CATS


Even though pet cats are generally dwarfed by their wild relatives, the largest cat on this chart isn’t that much smaller than a caracal...


1


Animal


KINGDOM
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CAT


WEIGHT


(LB) (KG)


1


SAVANNAH


30 13.6


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


SIBERIAN


25 11.3


MAINE COON


24.5 11.1


CHAUSIE


20 9.1


RAGDOLL


19 8.6


NORWEGIAN FOREST CAT


17.5 7.9


BRITISH SHORTHAIR


17 7.7


CHEETOH


17 7.7


RAGAMUFFIN


16 7.3


AMERICAN BOBTAIL


15 6.8


1


Savannah


This is a hybrid, bred between an African wild cat called a serval and a common domestic cat. It is a relatively new breed, and was only accepted by The International Cat Association as a legitimate breed for cat shows in 2012. Savannah owners are known to walk their cats on a leash because their personalities are described as more like a dog than a cat. They even wag their tails as a sign of happiness.
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ON LAND
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BIGGEST WILD CANINES


Other large species of wild dogs include black-backed jackal, dhole, and the deer wolf, but these 10 are the ones that dominate the canine weight chart...


W O L F G R E A T D A N E


WILD DOG


WEIGHT


(LB) (KG)


EURASIAN WOLF 190 86.2 NORTHWESTERN WOLF 175 79.4 ARCTIC WOLF


155 70.3 GREAT PLAINS WOLF 150 68 TUNDRA WOLF


115 52.2


INDIAN WOLF


1


2


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


90 40.8


RED WOLF


90 40.8


STEPPE WOLF


88 39.9


MEXICAN WOLF


80 36.3


DINGO


77 34.9


2


Northwestern


Wolf


This well-known canine also goes by the names Canadian timber wolf and Mackenzie Valley wolf. Often exceeding 6 ft (1.8 m) in length, these wolves live and hunt in packs. A unit is made up of an alpha male and female, their young, and other younger wolves. The pack hunt and travel together for hours at a time, often through the night.


They are widespread across Northwestern America and Canada.
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1


Great dane


1
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Originally a working dog, this breed’s 19th-century name was the German boarhound, referencing the wild boars it would catch under the command of a human-led hunt. During this period, its famously floppy ears were cropped to prevent injury during a boar encounter. The largest Great Dane to date was named Zeus, whose height is registered on the below top 10. He died in September 2014. One of the most famous examples of a Great Dane is the cartoon character Scooby-Doo, whose animated TV series first aired in 1969.


TOP


10


TALLEST DOMESTICATED DOGS


How big is the tallest dog in your neighbourhood? See how it measures up against this top 10 chart of huge hounds...


DOG


HEIGHT


(IN) (CM)


1


GREAT DANE


44 112


IRISH WOLFHOUND


34 86.4


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


GREAT PYRENEES


32 81.3


LEONBERGER


31.5 80


NEAPOLITAN MASTIFF


31 78.7


NEWFOUNDLAND


28 71.1


SAINT BERNARD


27.5 69.9


BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG


27.5 69.9


BULLMASTIFF


27 68.6


DOGUE DE BORDEAUX


27 68.6
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1


Spinosaurus


Until experts dig up an even bigger prehistoric hunter, Spinosaurus remains the king of the carnivorous land lizards. Experts speculate its sail could have helped thermoregulate the animal, much like the ears of an elephant. Others have posited it helped Spinosaurus move faster through water, and that its crocodile-esque jaws made hunting fish a priority over land animals.


TOP


10


LARGEST PREHISTORIC BIPEDAL CARNIVORES


Meat-eating dinosaurs are some of the biggest animals ever to walk the Earth, with these 10 holding the current length records...


DINOSAUR


LENGTH


(FT) (M)


1


SPINOSAURUS


59 18 CARCHARODONTOSAURUS 43.3 13.2 GIGANOTOSAURUS


43.3 13.2


CHILANTAISAURUS


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


42.7 13


TYRANNOSAURUS REX


40.4 12.3


TYRANNOTITAN


40 12.2


TORVOSAURUS


39.4 12


ALLOSAURUS


39.4 12


ACROCANTHOSAURUS


37.7 11.5


DELTADROMEUS


36.1 11
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TOP


10


BIGGEST PREHISTORIC


CARNIVOROUS MAMMALS


It’s not just the dinosaurs that grew to monstrous sizes. Some mammals from millions of years ago weighed thousands of pounds too...
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CREATURE


WEIGHT


(LB) (KG)


1


ARCTOTHERIUM


3,855.9 1,749


ANDREWSARCHUS


2,204.6 1,000


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


SHORT-FACED BEAR


2,109.8 957


PSEUDOCYON


1,704.2 773


AMPHICYON


1,322.8 600


SMILODON


1,036.2 470


THYLACOSMILUS


264.6 120


PACHYCROCUTA


242.5 110


DIRE WOLF


174.2 79


EPICYON


150 68


1


Arctotherium


Standing 14 ft (4.3 m) on its hind legs, the extinct Arctotherium is currently the largest bear on record. It lived two million years ago. Its hard-to-pronounce name translates aptly as “bear beast,” which is a perfect description for an animal that was more than 1,000 lb (453.6 kg) heavier than the largest modern-day bear.
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2


argentinosaurus


Its name means “Argentine lizard,” due to the first fossilized bone being unearthed by rancher Guillermo Heredia in Argentina in 1987. He initially thought it was an ancient piece of wood. Scientists have calculated that this sauropod likely traveled at 3 mph (4.8 kph). A plant-eater of this size would have needed to consume 100,000 calories per day.


TOP


10


LARGEST PREHISTORIC HERBIVORES


Until experts unearth new, record-breaking fossils, these 10 are the largest land-based animals of all time...


DINOSAUR


LENGTH


(FT) (M)


1


2


3 4 5 6 7 8 9


10


AMPHICOELIAS


196.8 60


ARGENTINOSAURUS


118.1 36


MAMENCHISAURUS


114.8 35


FUTALOGNKOSAURUS


111.5 34


SAUROPOSEIDON


111.5 34


DIPLODOCUS


108.3 33


XINJIANGTITAN


105 32


PUERTASAURUS


98.4 30


TURIASAURUS


98.4 30


DREADNOUGHTUS


85.3 26
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TOP


10


SMALLEST PREHISTORIC ANIMALS


Our planet’s ancient history was not just populated by skyscraping creatures, as this top 10 chart proves...


1


Animal


KINGDOM


CREATURE


WEIGHT


(LB) (KG)


1


2


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


PARVICURSOR REMOTUS


0.31 0.14


EPIDEXIPTERYX HUI


0.35 0.16 COMPSOGNATHUS LONGIPES 0.57 0.26 CERATONYKUS OCULATUS


0.66 0.3


JURAVENATOR STARKI


0.75 0.34


LIGABUEINO ANDESI


0.77 0.35 MICRORAPTOR ZHAOIANUS 0.88 0.4 SINOSAUROPTERYX PRIMA 1.2 0.55 RAHONAVIS OSTROMI


1.3 0.58


MAHAKALA OMNOGOVAE


1.7 0.76


2


Epidexipteryx hui


This dinosaur is the earliest example of the prehistoric reptiles that had feathers purely for ornamental display. No bigger than a modern-day pigeon, it lived in the region we now call


China. It was formally announced as a discovery in 2008.


23
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6


Lion


TOP


10


FASTEST ON LAND


Most of these speed record-holders are quadrupeds, but there are two animals that make it into this top 10 by sprinting on two legs...


Males rarely live longer than 14 years due to injuries they receive from hunting and battling other male lions. Lionesses are more successful at hunting as they are built for speed.


The stockier, mane-covered males overheat faster, slowing them down. A dark and full mane is an indication of good health.


ANIMAL


SPEED


(MPH) (KPH)


1


2


3


4


5


6


7 8 9 10


CHEETAH


75 120.7


PRONGHORN


60.9 98


SPRINGBOK


60.3 97


OSTRICH


60 96.6 AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE 53.4 86 LION


49.7 80 AFRICAN WILD DOG 44.7 72 ELK


44.7 72 EASTERN GREY KANGAROO 43.5 70 COYOTE


42.9 69
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6


pacifIc Walrus


1
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Found mostly in the Arctic Circle region, these 11.5 ft (3.5 m) mammals live in huge herds that number in the hundreds. Their striking tusks serve multiple purposes. They can break breathing holes in the ice, help them to climb out of the water, and can be used to assert dominance.


TOP


10


HEAVIEST ON LAND


The weights in this top 10 are the heaviest known examples of these animals. Most are mammals, but one reptile made it into the chart...


ANIMAL


WEIGHT


(LB) (KG)


1


2


3


4


5


6


7 8 9 10


AFRICAN BUSH ELEPHANT 26,455 12,000


ASIAN ELEPHANT


11,464 5,200 SOUTHERN ELEPHANT SEAL 11,000 5,000 COMMON HIPPOPOTAMUS 9,920.8 4,500 SOUTHERN WHITE RHINOCEROS 8,818.5 4,000 PACIFIC WALRUS


5,000 2,268


SALTWATER CROCODILE


4,409 2,000


ROTHSCHILD GIRAFFE


4,254.9 1,930


CHIANINA


3,924.2 1,780


SHIRE HORSE


3,306.9 1,500
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TOP


10


LONGEST CROCODILES & ALLIGATORS


These cunning predators are known for their long snouts and tails, but these 10 beat all their relatives when it comes to being the longest of them all...


UNDERNEATH THE WAVES


26


ANIMAL


LENGTH


(FT) (M)


1


GHARIAL


23 7


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


NILE CROCODILE


21.2 6.45


SALTWATER CROCODILE


20.7 6.32


AMERICAN ALLIGATOR


17.4 5.31


AMERICAN CROCODILE


17.1 5.2


ORINOCO CROCODILE


16.8 5.1


BLACK CAIMAN


16 4.9


MORELET’S CROCODILE


14.8 4.5 SLENDER-SNOUTED CROCODILE 13.8 4.2 FRESHWATER CROCODILE


13.1 4


OFF THE CHART


ANIMAL LENGTH (FT) (M)


PHILIPPINE CROCODILE 10.2 3.1


CHINESE ALLIGATOR 6.9 2.1


1


Gharial


Also known as the gavial and the fish-eating crocodile, this unusually jawed reptile comes from India. They spend more time in water than any other crocodile, preferring rivers and deep pools. Young gharial will eat frogs and insects. Unlike other species such as the saltwater crocodile, gharial have not been recorded attacking humans.
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LIvYatan


This ancient oceanic mammal closely resembled the modern sperm whale. Its name comes from the original Hebrew spelling of the word “leviathan,” a creature described in the Tanakh. Its teeth measured 14 in (35.6 cm) in length. Scientists currently believe this apex predator lived between 12 and 13 million years ago.
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BIGGEST PREHISTORIC OCEAN BEASTS


Of all the different kinds of prehistoric fish, reptiles, and mammals that we currently know existed, these were the largest...


ANIMAL


TYPE


LENGTH


(FT) (M)


SHONISAURUS


REPTILE


66 21


BASILOSAURUS MAMMAL


65.6 20


LIVYATAN


MAMMAL


57.4 17.5


MEGALODON


FISH


52.5 16


MOSASAURUS


REPTILE


49.9 15.2


HAINOSAURUS


REPTILE


49.9 15.2


ELASMOSAURUS REPTILE 46 14


PLIOSAURUS


REPTILE


42 12.8


DUNKLEOSTEUS FISH


32.8 10


LEEDSICHTHYS


FISH


32.8 10


1


2


3


4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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great white shark


The maximum size of the most famous shark of them all has been debated for nearly 150 years. Unverified claims of a 37 ft (11.3 m) great white shark occurred in the 1930s in Canada, and a supposed 36 ft (11 m) specimen was caught in Australian waters in the 1870s. However, bite measurements on whale carcasses have given scientists the data required to determine 24.6 ft


(7.5 m) giants exist. Females can exceed 4,000 lb (1,814.4 kg). Great whites are commonly found off the coast of Australia, Hawaii, Mexico, and California, USA, and gravitate toward warm, coastal waters.
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5


pygmy shark


TOP
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SMALLEST SHARKS


Reports about shark sightings often highlight their frightening size, but there are several species that could fit inside your pocket...


1


Animal


KINGDOM


29


Unlike the classic shark-shaped dorsal fin, the pygmy shark only has a small one that is more flag-shaped, located further down its back. They give birth to eight pups in one litter, each measuring just 2.4 in (6.1 cm) in length. Living at depths of up to 32,600 ft (9,936.5 m), the pygmy shark has visibly luminous organs on its underside.


SHARK


LENGTH


(IN) (CM)


DWARF LANTERNSHARK 8.3 21.2 PANAMA GHOST CATSHARK 9.1 23 PYGMY RIBBONTAIL CATSHARK 9.4 24 GREEN LANTERNSHARK 10.2 26 PYGMY SHARK


10.6 27 GRANULAR DOGFISH 11 28 LOLLIPOP CATSHARK 11 28 SPINED PYGMY SHARK 11 28 BRISTLY CATSHARK 11.4 29 FRINGEFIN LANTERNSHARK 11.4 29


1


2


3


4


5


6 7 8 9 10


TOP
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BIGGEST SHARKS


Recording the lengths of sharks is notoriously problematic, but these 10 species are currently considered the largest...


SHARK


LENGTH


(FT) (M)


1


2


3


4 5 6 7 8 9


10


WHALE SHARK


41.7 12.7


BASKING SHARK


40.4 12.3 GREAT WHITE SHARK 24.6 7.5 PACIFIC SLEEPER SHARK 24.3 7.4 GREENLAND SHARK 21 6.4 GOBLIN SHARK


20.24 6.17 GREAT HAMMERHEAD SHARK 20 6.1 TIGER SHARK


19.7 6 THRESHER SHARK 19.7 6 MEGAMOUTH SHARK 18.4 5.6
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Humpback whale


Although mostly a solitary animal, humpback whales have been seen off the coast of South Africa staying in groups of more than 200. They live near coastlines for the food supply of krill and small fish. In the summer, they remain nearer the poles, migrating closer to the equator to mate in the winter. Scientists still do not know why they breach out of the water.


TOP
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HEAVIEST WHALES


Whales are the biggest animals on our planet, and these 10 grow to be heavier than any of their oceanic mammal relatives...


WHALE


WEIGHT (LB) (KG)


1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10


BLUE WHALE


418,877 189,999.4


BOWHEAD WHALE


219,999.3 99,790 NORTH ATLANTIC RIGHT WHALE 210,559.1 95,508 NORTH PACIFIC RIGHT WHALE 197,119.7 89,412 SOUTHERN RIGHT WHALE


190,400 86,364


FINBACK WHALE


165,760 75,187.5


SPERM WHALE


125,440 56,898.6


GRAY WHALE


88,184 39,999.6


HUMPBACK WHALE


88,050 39,938.8


SEI WHALE


62,720 28,449.3
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BIGGEST DOLPHINS & PORPOISES


The difference between first and second highlights just how big the orca (also known as blackfish and the killer whale) is...


1
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ANIMAL


WEIGHT (LB) (KG)


1


2


3


4


5


6 7 8 9 10


ORCA WHALE


22,000 9,979 SHORT-FINNED PILOT WHALE 6,613.9 3,000 LONG-FINNED PILOT WHALE 5,070.6 2,300 FALSE KILLER WHALE


4,850.2 2,200 COMMON BOTTLENOSE DOLPHIN 1,433 650 MONK DOLPHIN


1,102 500


BURRUNAN DOLPHIN


992.1 450


MELON-HEADED WHALE


606.3 275 LONG-BEAKED COMMON DOLPHIN 518.1 235 CHINESE WHITE DOLPHIN


507.1 230


5


common Bottlenose


Dolphin


They can create more than 1,000 clicking sounds per second to communicate and for echolocation purposes. This allows them to use sound to understand their surroundings and to hunt fish. They have very flexible necks because fewer of their vertebrae are fused (unlike other dolphins). Highly social, they live in pods of a dozen up to 1,000 individuals.
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Wels catfISH


The wels is one of 3,000 different species of catfish. Although mainly a bottom feeder of fish, grubs and crustaceans, the wels catfish is also cannibalistic. What’s more, it has a fearsome reputation for attacking large birds and even humans. Its jaws are lined with tiny teeth that create a rasping, sandpaper-like effect. The largest specimen of this freshwater giant was caught in Italy’s Po river in 2015.
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BIGGEST CATFISH


Some species of catfish grow so large that they have been known to attack humans, as documented on TV series like River Monsters...


CATFISH


WEIGHT


(LB) (KG)


1


2


3


4 5 6 7 8 9 10


MEKONG GIANT CATFISH 646 293 PIRAIBA


341.7 155


WELS CATFISH


317 144 GIANT LAKE BIWA CATFISH 308.6 140 GOONCH


230 104 REDTAIL CATFISH 176.4 80 BLUE CATFISH


143 64.86 AFRICAN SHARPTOOTH CATFISH 132.3 60 FLATHEAD CATFISH 123 55.79 LEOPARD CATFISH 118 53.5
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LARGEST RAYS


To give an idea of the immense size of these fishes’ wingspans, a surfboard’s length ranges between just 6 and 8 ft (1.82 and 2.43 m)...


1


RAY


WIDTH


(FT) (M)


1


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


GIANT OCEANIC MANTA RAY 29.9 9.1 REEF MANTA RAY 18 5.5 GIANT DEVIL RAY 17.1 5.2 SPINETAIL DEVIL RAY 10.2 3.1 SPOTTED EAGLE RAY 9.8 3 GIANT FRESHWATER STINGRAY 7.9 2.4 CHUPARE STINGRAY 6.6 2 BENTFIN DEVIL RAY 5.9 1.8 DEEPWATER STINGRAY 4.9 1.5 PORCUPINE RAY


4.9 1.5


Animal


KINGDOM


1


GIANT OCEANIC


MANTA RAY


29.9 FT (9.1 M)


Due to its size, this ancient fish has very few predators, but it is common for it to have scars from nonfatal shark bites. Its weight can top 3,000 lb (1,360.8 kg), with young rays weighing a mere 20 lb (9.1 kg). Biologists still have a lot to uncover about this mysterious fish, but it is thought to live up to 100 years. Although an intimidating sight, divers often comment on their gentle and inquisitive nature.
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HEAVIEST BONY FISH


Sharks have cartilage, so they do not qualify for this top 10 chart.


The fish here have a skeleton of bones, like humans...


FISH


WEIGHT


(LB) (KG)


1


2


3


4


5


6


7 8 9 10


BELUGA STURGEON


7,054.8 3,200


OCEAN SUNFISH


5,070.6 2,300


SHARPTAIL MOLA


4,409 2,000


SOUTHERN SUNFISH


4,400 1,995.8


KALUGA STURGEON


2,205 1,000.2


ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA 2,010 911.7


ATLANTIC BLUE MARLIN 1,803 817.8


WHITE STURGEON


1,799 816


BLACK MARLIN


1,653.5 750


SWORDFISH


1,433 650


Atlantic BluefIn


6


Tuna


This amazing 12 ft (3.7 m) long fish can retract its pectoral and dorsal fins into special grooves on its body. It’s a technique that makes the body even more streamlined, reducing friction against the water and increasing speed. They hunt and eat continuously, chasing down squid and small fish at depths of 1,500 ft (457.2 m).
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Atlantic Blue


Marlin


This 14 ft (4.3 m) long predator uses its spear-like snout to stun or injure its prey, rapidly swiping through schools of fish. They can live for 27 years and weigh more than 1,950 lb (884.5 kg). Mako sharks and great white sharks are known to attack and eat Atlantic blue marlin. Their terrific speed means they can cover more than 4,500 mi (7,242 km) in four months.
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LONGEST BONY FISH


Some of these fish resemble what boat captains of yesteryear would describe as sea serpents, and other entries have been accused of being lake monsters...


FISH


LENGTH


(FT) (M)


1 2 3 4 5 6


7


8 9 10


GIANT OARFISH


49.9 15.2


BELUGA STURGEON


26.2 8


OARFISH


26.2 8


WHITE STURGEON


20 6.1 EUROPEAN SEA STURGEON 19.7 6 KALUGA STURGEON


18.4 5.6


ATLANTIC BLUE MARLIN
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ANIMAL APPROX. HOURS
ASLEEP PER DAY

LARGE HAIRY ARMADILLO 204

LITTLE POCKET MOUSE

LITTLE BROWN BAT

PYTHON

NIGHT MONKEY

TREE SHREW

AMERICAN BADGER
CHILEAN MOUSE OPOSSUM
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LARGEST BURROWERS

Making subterranean dens. nests, and shelters
|sntJus an activi ied out by the likes of
mall animals...

ANIMAL LENGTH
(IN)

POLAR BEAR

AARDVARK

NORTH AMERICAN RIVER OTTER

GIANT ARMADILLO

EUROPEAN OTTER

RED FOX

COMMON WOMBAT

MONGOOSE

NORTHERN HAIRY-NOSED WOMBAT

COYPU
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the Arctic Oceans sea ice, the polar bear

However, climate change is melting their

species. They are incredible swimmers and
can do so for days. On land, they can sprint
at 25 mph (40.3 kph). Although they mainly
hunt seals, whale carcasses and walruses also

the polar bear can exceed 11 ft (3.4 m).

(¢
L
(174
=
[_
<<
(]
(174
(&
-
-
<<

BIGGEST CARNIVORES
This top i p he |

ANIMAL WEIGHT
(LB) (KG)

BLUE WHALE 418,877 189,999.4

WHALE SHARK 47,000 21318

ORCA WHALE 22,000 9,979

SOUTHERN ELEPHANT SEAL 11,000 4,989.5
CROCODILE SALTWATER CROCODILE 4,409.2 2,000
WALRUS PACIFIC WALRUS 4,151.3 1,883
BEAR POLAR BEAR 2,209 1,002
STINGRAY GIANT FRESHWATER STINGRAY 1,320 600
SQUID COLOSSAL SQUID 1,091.3 495
BIG CAT SIBERIAN TIGER 1,025.2 465
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i i p getation, this doesn't stop
them reaching immense weights...
>
TYPE ANIMAL WEIGHT 3
(LB) (KG)
[=H
1  ELEPHANT AFRICAN BUSH ELEPHANT 26455 12,000 3
1 2 HIPPOPOTAMUS COMMON HIPPOPOTAMUS 9,920.8 4,500 Q
3 RHINO SOUTHERN WHITE RHINO 88185 4,000 —
4  GIRAFFE ROTHSCHILD GIRAFFE 4,254.9 1,930
5  BOVINE CHIANINA 3,924.2 1,780 78
6  HORSE SHIRE HORSE 3306.9 1,500 H
7  DER CHUKOTKA MOOSE 15084 725 =
8> TORTOISE GALAPAGOS TORTOISE 919.3 27 ()]
9  GORILLA EASTERN LOWLAND GORILLA 5952 270 e
10  KANGAROO RED KANGAROO 200.6 91 S
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BGGEST BIG CATS

Compare this top 10 to the one opposite to get
a better sense of just how big the "big cats” of
the wild get...
CAT WEIGHT

(LB)
SIBERIAN TIGER 1,025.2

5952

3086

264.5
SNOW LEOPARD 160.9
LEOPARD 141.1
CHEETAH 1212
EURASIAN LYNX 772
CLOUDED LEOPARD 551
CARACAL 441
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BIGGEST DOMESTICATED

Even though pet cats are generally dwarfed by their wild relatives, the
largest cat on this chart isn't that much smaller than a caracal...

CAT WEIGHT
(L)

SAVANNAH 30

SIBERIAN 25

MAINE COON

CHAUSIE

RAGDOLL

NORWEGIAN FOREST CAT

BRITISH SHORTHAIR

CHEETOH

RAGAMUFFIN

AMERICAN BOBTAIL
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ALL CREATURES

BIGGEST CRUSTACEA

Crabs, lobsters, prawns and shrimps are the most well- known types of
crustacean, and you may not have heard of these gian

NAME

JAPANESE SPIDER CRAB

ALASKAN KING CRAB

AMERICAN LOBSTER

COCONUT CRAB

COLOSSENDEIS COLOSSEA SEA SPIDER

TASMANIAN GIANT CRAB

GIANT ISOPOD

ATLANTIC HORSESHOE CRAB

PENNELLA BALAENOPTERAE (PARASITIC BARNACLE)
SUPERGIANT AMPHIPOD
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HEAVIEST REPTILE FAMILIES

are the

REPTILE FAMILY ANIMAL

CROCODYLIDAE SALTWATER CROCODILE
ALLIGATORIDAE BLACK CAIMAN
GAVIALIDAE GHARIAL

v_.

LEATHERBACK SEA TURTLE
TESTUDINIDAE GALAPAGOS TORTOISE
BOIDAE GREEN ANACONDA
VARANIDAE KOMODO DRAGON
PYTHONIDAE RETICULATED PYTHON
VIPERIDAE GABOON VIPER
ELAPIDAE KING COBRA
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BIGGEST WILD CANINES
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GREAT DANE
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WILD DOG

ON LAND

EURASIAN WOLF
NORTHWESTERN WOLF
ARCTIC WOLF
GREAT PLAINS WOLF
TUNDRA WOLF
INDIAN WOLF
RED WOLF
STEPPE WOLF
MEXICAN WOLF
DINGO

THWESTERN
B WOLF

his well-k

“anadian timb

in length, these wolves

T

alpha male and female, their young, and other
younger wolves. The pack hunt and travel together
for hours at a time, often through the

America and Canada
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under the command of a human-led hunt
During this perio

f PP
ears were cropped to prevent injury
during a boar encounter. The largest

top 10. He died in September 2014. One of

is the cartoon character Scooby-Doo, whose
animated TV series first aired in 1969.

ﬁ} GREAT DANE 44
2] IRISH WOLFHOUND 34
3 GREAT PYRENEES B2
4 LEONBERGER 313
5 NEAPOLITAN MASTIFF 31
6 NEWFOUNDLAND 28
7 SAINT BERNARD 25
= BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG 203
9 BULLMASTIFF 27

= DOGUE DE BORDEAUX 27
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10 LARGEST PREHISTORIC
BIPEDAL CARNIVORES

e B

DINOSAUR LENGTH
(FT)

’ SPINOSAURUS 59
2 CARCHARODONTOSAURUS 433

GIGANOTOSAURUS 433
4 CHILANTAISAURUS 42.7
5 TYRANNOSAURUS REX 404 123
6 TYRANNOTITAN 40 122
7/ TORVOSAURUS 394 12
= ALLOSAURUS 394 12
9] ACROCANTHOSAURUS 37.7 115

10 DELTADROMEUS 36.1 1
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SMALLEST PREHISTORIC ANIMALS

Our planet’s ancient history was not Just populated by skyscraping
creatures, as this top 10 chart pro

CREATURE WEIGHT
(LB)

PARVICURSOR REMOTUS 031

EPIDEXIPTERYX HUI 035

COMPSOGNATHUS LONGIPES 0.57

CERATONYKUS OCULATUS 0.66

JURAVENATOR STARKI 0.75

LIGABUEINO ANDESI 0.77

MICRORAPTOR ZHAOIANUS

SINOSAUROPTERYX PRIMA

RAHONAVIS OSTROMI

MAHAKALA OMNOGOVAE
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Males rarcly live \ongov than

14 years due to injurie: 10 by sprinting on two legs...

ON LAND

they receive from hmmng
and battling other male ANIMAL SPEED
(MPH)  (KPH)
ions. Lionesses are more
successful at hunting as 1 CHEETAH 75 1207
they are built for speed 2 PRONGHORN 60.9 98
The stockier, mane-covered
- 3 SPRINGBOK 603 97
males overheat faster,
slowing them down. A 4 OSTRICH 60 96.6
dark and full mane is an 5  AMERICAN QUARTERHORSE 534 86
on of good healtt
indication of good health 6 ToN 5 20
7 AFRICAN WILD DOG 447 72
ELK 447 72
9 EASTERN GREY KANGAROO 435 70

COYOTE
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I i i Some mammal: >
3
CREATURE WEIGHT =
(LB) (KG) =
’ ARCTOTHERIUM 3,855.9 1,749 Q
2 ANDREWSARCHUS 2,204.6 1,000 —
3 SHORT-FACED BEAR 2,109.8 957
4 PSEUDOCYON 1,704.2 773 N
5 AMPHICYON 13228 600 H
6 SMILODON 1,036.2 470 Z
7 THYLACOSMILUS 264.6 120 m
8 PACHYCROCUTA 2425 110 v
9 DIRE WOLF 174.2 79 o
10 EPICYON 150 68 3

Standing 14 ft (4.3 m) on its hind legs, the

bear on record. It lived two million years
200. Its hard-t

g P
aptly as “bear beast,” which is a perfect

description for
than 1,000 Ib (453.6 kg) heavier than the
largest modern-day bear
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Its name means “Argentine lizard," due to the first fossilized

Argentina in 1987.
piece of wood

[ plant-eater

ON LAND

of
100,000 calories per day.

DINOSAUR LENGTH
(FT)
AMPHICOELIAS 196.8
ARGENTINOSAURUS 1181
MAMENCHISAURUS 114.8
FUTALOGNKOSAURUS 115
SAUROPOSEIDON 115
DIPLODOCUS 108.3
XINJIANGTITAN 105
PUERTASAURUS 98.4
TURIASAURUS
DREADNOUGHTUS
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embled the

BIGGEST PREHISTORIC OCEAN BEASTS
Of all the different kinds of prehistoric fish, reptll mammals that we
currently know existed, these were the largest...

ANIMAL

SHONISAURUS
BASILOSAURUS
LIVYATAN
MEGALODON
MOSASAURUS
HAINOSAURUS
ELASMOSAURUS
PLIOSAURUS
DUNKLEOSTEUS
LEEDSICHTHYS

TYPE LENGTH
(FT)

REPTILE

MAMMAL

MAMMAL

(M)
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UNDERNEATH THE WAVES

E S

h Il has E nearly 150 years. -

frt(1

shark occurred in the 1930s in Canada, and a

supposed 36 ft (11 m) specimen was caught in
I bite

m) great white

4,000 Ib (1,814.4 kg). Great whites are
commonly found off the coast
of Australia, Hawaii, Mexico,

and California, USA, and
gravitate toward warm,

coastal waters.
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Found mostly in the A
region, these 11.5 ft (3.
mammals live in huge herds that
number in the hundreds. Their
striking tusks serve multiple

rtic Circle
5m)

assert dominance.

£10 HEAVIEST ON LAND
animall h
ANIMAL WEIGHT
(L) (kG)
1 AFRICAN BUSH ELEPHANT 26,455 12,000
2 ASIAN ELEPHANT 11,464 5,200
3 SOUTHERN ELEPHANT SEAL 11,000 5,000
4 COMMON HIPPOPOTAMUS 9,920.8 4,500
5 SOUTHERN WHITE RHINOCEROS 88185 4,000
' PACIFIC WALRUS 5,000 2,268
7 SALTWATER CROCODILE 4,409 2,000
8 ROTHSCHILD GIRAFFE 4,2549 1,930
9 CHIANINA 3,924.2 1,780
10 SHIRE HORSE 3,306.9 1,500
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UNDERNEATH THE WAVES

LONGEST CROCODILES
ATOR

ning predators are known for their long snouts and tails, but these
10 beat aII their relatives when it comes to being the longest of themall...

ANIMAL LENGTH
&, (M)

GHARIAL

NILE CROCODILE

SALTWATER CROCODILE

AMERICAN ALLIGATOR

AMERICAN CROCODILE

ORINOCO CROCODILE

BLACK CAIMAN

MORELET'S CROCODILE

SLENDER-SNOUTED CROCODILE

10 FRESHWATER CROCODILE
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ANIMAL LENGTH
F) (M)

PHILIPPINE CROCODILE
CHINESE ALLIGATOR

attacking humans
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SMALLEST SHARKS

- Unlike the classic shark- frightenin;
- S shaped dorsal fin, the pygmy could fit |ns|de your pocket...
shark only has a small one
SHARK LENGTH
that is more flag-shaped, J (IN) (™)
located further down its
back. They give birth 1 DWARF LANTERNSHARK 83 27
eight pups in one litter, each 2 PANAMA GHOST CATSHARK 9.1 23
measuring just 2.4 in (6.1 cm) 3 PYGMY RIBBONTAILCATSHARK 9.4 2
ngth. Living at depths of " %) 5 |
Up 132,600 ft 99365 m), 4 GREEN LANTERNSHARK 0. 6
the pygmy shark has visibly ’ PYGMY SHARK 106 27
luminous organs on its 6 GRANULAR DOGFISH n 28
underside = LOLLIPOP CATSHARK 1 28
= SPINED PYGMY SHARK mn 28
9 BRISTLY CATSHARK 1.4 29
= FRINGEFIN LANTERNSHARK 14 29

10 BIGGEST SHARKS

problematic,
considered the largest...

SHARK LENGTH
(FT) (M)
1 WHALE SHARK 4917 127
2} BASKING SHARK 404 123
’ GREAT WHITE SHARK 246 75
4 PACIFIC SLEEPER SHARK 243 74
5 GREENLAND SHARK 21 6.4
6 GOBLIN SHARK 20.24 6.17
7 GREAT HAMMERHEAD SHARK 20 6.1
8 TIGER SHARK 19.7 6

THRESHER SHARK 187
MEGAMOUTH SHARK 184 56

=
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