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A few years ago, I went scuba diving on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. This is a very special place in the ocean. Thousands of different types of fish live in or around the coral reef.


I noticed a puffer fish swimming near me. The puffer fish was about the size of a softball. He was alone.


The puffer fish did not seem to be afraid of me. I swam with him for a little while. He did not swim away.


I went back to the same area the next day. The puffer fish was there. This time, he was not alone. He was swimming with a school of fish called sweetlips.


Sweetlips are very colorful fish. They have wide mouths, which is probably how they got their name. Sweetlips do not usually swim with puffer fish. But that is exactly what was happening. The sweetlips and the puffer fish were swimming together.


I went back again the next day. They were still together. What was going on? Why were they swimming together? I thought it was very interesting that two animals from different species would be hanging around each other like they were friends. It made me wonder if other animals became friends with animals that were very different from them.


I am a science writer. I write about animals. So I decided to write a book about animals of different species who had become friends. I had heard some of these stories before. The story of Owen and Mzee, a tortoise and a hippopotamus who became friends after surviving a tsunami, was already famous. But I went looking for stories I had never heard before. I talked with people all around the world. I looked at many photographs. Sometimes the animal friendships were so unlikely that I wondered if they were true. But when I checked them out, they were!
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