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My name is Taladon. Welcome to the kingdom of Avantia, which is now a place of peace, free of dark magic. The people are celebrating but in my heart I sense that the evil wizard Malvel is plotting to tear Avantia apart. Can my brave son, Tom, stop him?



A FIERY SECRET

Tom thundered along on his black stallion, Storm, with his friend Elenna behind him. His father, Taladon, rode beside him across the green hills of Avantia.

They reached a house, got down from the horses and knocked on the door. Tom’s Aunt Maria answered it.

“Taladon!” Aunt Maria cried, drawing him into a hug. “Where have you been?”

“It’s a long story,” began Taladon. “I was kidnapped by the evil wizard, Malvel. I escaped when Tom wounded Malvel. He saved the Amulet of Avantia and banished Malvel from the country. Tom is a hero!”
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“Tom! Elenna! You’re safe!” Aunt Maria continued as tears welled up in her eyes. “I’m proud of you both.”

Elenna settled the horses and her grey wolf, Silver, as Tom led the way out to the forge.

“Uncle Henry,” he said, as he opened the door. “There’s someone to see you.”

Henry’s mouth gaped wide. “Taladon!” he gasped. “It’s wonderful to have you home.”

That night, a loud crash woke Tom. He dragged on his tunic and dashed outside to see a huge hole in the forge door.
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When Tom looked around, he saw a golden flicker in the trees.

“What’s that?” he whispered to Elenna and Taladon, once they had caught up with him.

Tom’s heart started to thump as a creature came into view. It had one body, but two heads. One of them was like a ram while the other was like a stag. Golden flames licked all around, so that it stood inside a shimmering light.
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The Beast gave a roar and raced away into the forest.

“Keep back, and guard the cottage!” Taladon said. He ran into the trees after the creature.

“Do you think the Beast is one of Malvel’s servants, sent to hurt us?” Tom said.

Before Elenna could reply, Tom’s father reappeared. He strode quickly towards the forge. There was panic and anger in his eyes.
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