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Coral reefs are colourful underwater worlds that teem with animals, from 


teeny tiny corals to spectacular rays and sharks. We’re going to explore 


inside a reef, where every space is crammed with life!


A coral reef is covered with billions of tiny 


animals called coral polyps. Huge groups 



of polyps make up colourful colonies. 



Many of these corals build up the reef 


itself (see pages 12–13 to find out 


how they do this).


Welcome to the 


Coral Reef


Under its colourful  


surface, the rocky part  


of a reef is made of layers  


of limestone rock. 



All sorts of other animals, 


such as starfish, crabs and 



anemones, crawl over the reef 



or cling to the reef, hunting for 


scraps of food and shelter.


Hundreds of species of colourful 


fish, such as clownfish and 



butterfly fish, swim over 



and around the reef, looking 


for food and hiding among the 


corals for protection.


Sea turtle


Starfish (sea star)


Butterfly fish


Clownfish
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Coral reefs are found along 


coasts and around islands in 


tropical parts of the world, 



where the water is always 


warm. They only grow in 


shallows seas because coral 


polyps need sunlight to live.


Inside facts


• The Great Barrier Reef is the world’s longest 


coral reef system. It stretches 2,300 km along the 


east coast of Australia. That’s the same distance 
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