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Praise for The Real Force


Paul Kent has written a great devotional book that combines the nostalgia of Star Wars with sound biblical truth.


Todd Aaron Smith,
Lucasfilm sketch card artist


If you’ve ever felt funny about enjoying the Star Wars movies so much, The Real Force offers some biblical parallels to redeem that guilty pleasure.


Luke Ridnour, NBA point guard


An inspiring devotional written by a true fan! Paul Kent quotes from the Scriptures and Star Wars canon with equal ease, and blends them together to bring out biblical truths embedded in the fascinating story of a galaxy far, far away.


Ed Strauss, author of
A Hobbit Devotional


Paul Kent does a remarkable (even ingenious) job marrying one of the most beloved movie series of all time with the most cherished Book of all time. Without taking the premise too far or forcing any predictable agenda, he weaves spiritual themes and biblical truths with elements of the time-honored films.


Trisha White Priebe, author of
A Sherlock Holmes Devotional


Reading this book will make you want to have a Star Wars movie marathon. This time though, you’ll have a completely new biblical perspective.


Carlos Erazo, YouTuber—Proyecto GTG


The Real Force is the perfect devotional for a Star-Wars- literate generation embracing all things nerdy! Real-life lessons wrapped in a clever, saga-quoting package.


Jonathan McKee, author of More Than Just the Talk and
The Guy’s Guide to God, Girls and the Phone in Your Pocket
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To my wife, Laurie.
“I love you.”
“I know.”





INTRODUCTION



DO YOU REMEMBER your first experience with Star Wars?


I sure do . . . and it was frustrating. You see, I wasn’t allowed to watch it.


Depending on your age and church background, you might understand where I’m coming from. As an eleven-year-old kid in 1977, when Luke Skywalker and the crew took the world by storm, I wasn’t supposed to patronize movie theaters. Mom and Dad held firm to our church’s attitude against Hollywood films, and I was told “no” . . . over and over again.


That didn’t stop me from buying Star Wars trading cards. Or the paperback novelization. Or an oversized comic book edition of the movie. I would even sit on our front porch at night, squinting at the Interstate 77 on-ramp lights across the river, imagining them as part of a Star Wars locale. I know, that’s pretty sad.


But the Force must have been with me. Somehow, when Star Wars was re-released the following summer, Mom and Dad relented. They actually dropped me off at a theater to watch the movie. I had never experienced anything like the overhead passage of that massive Imperial Star Destroyer on the big screen. What a way to begin a movie series . . . and a lifelong enjoyment of the films.


Years later, as I dated the woman who would become my wife, I found that she, too, had enjoyed Star Wars . . . and before long we were popping in VCR tapes to watch the films together. Many times we’ve quoted movie phrases to each other: “Laugh it up, Fuzzball.” “I find your lack of faith disturbing.” “I recognized your foul stench.” If either of us ever happens to say, “I’ll be careful,” the other quickly responds with the words of the ugly little man who threatened Luke in the Mos Eisley cantina, then found himself at the wrong end of Ben Kenobi’s lightsaber: “You’ll be dead!”


It struck me just recently, only a few weeks shy of my forty-ninth birthday, how much Star Wars remains a part of my imagination. Each day I exercise by riding my bicycle on a paved trail. At one point, I pedal through an eighty-yard tunnel under a highway. It has vertical walls and occasional round lights in the ceiling . . . and breezing through one morning I suddenly felt like Luke Skywalker skimming the trenches of the Death Star.


That’s part of what makes Star Wars such fun. It’s a memorable story of good and evil, featuring compelling leads, very cool special effects (especially for its day), and some occasional bad acting. How did they cast some of those minor characters, anyway?


Much has been written about the Star Wars series, by film critics, philosophers, even theologians, people trying to find deep meanings in every aspect of the series. Maybe those deep meanings are there . . . but I’m not watching the films for a Ph.D. dissertation. I just enjoy the experience.


Having said that, however, when I see particular movie scenes I’m often reminded of certain Bible verses. Not that the movies are “Christian” in their underlying perspective. But the larger themes—of duty, friendship, choices, good, and evil—are ideas that God Himself first explained in His Word. Many characters, events, and concepts in the Star Wars saga lend themselves to real-life spiritual parallels, thought-provoking takeaways that—if we really make them part of our lives—might actually improve us as human beings.


And that’s why I’ve written The Real Force: A 40-Day Devotional. If you’ve read this far, I would guess you’re a Star Wars fan. You’re familiar enough with the films to know the basic story lines . . . or to quote many scenes verbatim. My hope is that the following readings will expose you to some previously unconsidered passages and realities from scripture. Or, if you already know the Bible truths, maybe this book will redeem the guilty pleasure of enjoying “just a movie” so much.


Really, that’s the plan. Simple? Sure. Like the pleasure of watching that Imperial Star Destroyer glide across a movie screen.


PAUL KENT
Grand Rapids, Michigan





A NOTE ON SOURCES



FOR DESCRIPTIONS and quotations in this book, I have drawn from three primary sources:


1.DVDs of the first six Star Wars films, including the 2008 Limited Editions of Episodes IV–VI


2.the official novelizations of the first six films, published by Ballantine Books/Del Rey


3.the movies’ official website, StarWars.com


Though I will occasionally make reference to the “expanded universe” of Star Wars lore, this book is based on what some call the “canon” of the series, essentially the sources noted above. Generally, all descriptions and quotations are drawn from the films; if a book’s details differ, this is noted in the text.


Throughout these entries, you’ll find references to a fan survey I conducted between November 2014 and January 2015. Though not a scientific poll, the results indicate the likes and dislikes of more than one hundred everyday viewers, of both sexes, ranging in age from elementary school students to people in their fifties. Complete results of the survey can be found on a bonus website: realforcebook.com.





DAY 1


DUST AND STARS


“Luminous beings are we . . . 
not this crude matter.”


Yoda, The Empire Strikes Back


AS PLANETS GO, Tatooine was nothing special. Its most famous native, Luke Skywalker, said as much to the newly-arrived C-3PO, whose first impression was of desolation. “If there’s a bright center to the universe,” Luke grumbled, “you’re on the planet that it’s farthest from.” (Our fan survey participants were more upbeat, naming the planet their favorite Star Wars locale.)


Tatooine’s landscape featured primarily sand and rock, with the occasional bleached-out skeleton to break up the monotony. In the heat of the planet’s twin suns, people like Luke and his uncle, Owen Lars, were forced to wring whatever water they could from the atmosphere.


It wasn’t just movie magic that created Tatooine, which appeared in all of the first six stories except The Empire Strikes Back: Filming took place in the northern African nation of Tunisia, whose southern reaches merge into the famed Sahara Desert. More recent political unrest in Tunisia led the producers of Episode VII to move filming of Tatooine scenes to the Middle Eastern emirate of Abu Dhabi.


In Episode IV, when C-3PO and his fellow droid R2-D2 landed on Tatooine as escapees from a star battle above, they were quickly rounded up by scavenging Jawas and sold to work on the Lars moisture farm. Artoo, however, carrying the stolen plans of the Empire’s Death Star, had more important things to attend to—and promptly set off in search of Obi-Wan Kenobi.


Obi-Wan, a “crazy old man” in the opinion of Luke’s uncle, had first landed on Tatooine as a much younger man, a Jedi-in-training under Qui-Gon Jinn. There, they found Anakin Skywalker, a young boy strong in the Force but slave to the disgusting junk dealer Watto.


Ruled by the likes of Jabba the Hutt, rife with gambling and violence, Tatooine was, as some say of their own less-than-sterling hometowns, “a good place to be from . . . away from.” Anakin dreamed of escaping to the stars. Years later, Luke would share his unknown father’s aspiration of leaving Tatooine, to shake “the dust off their feet,” to borrow a biblical phrase (Acts 13:51).


Compared to the awe-inspiring stars, what is dust? As humans, we aspire to stardom—to be recognized for our brilliance or beauty or power. But we are literally dust: “The LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground” (Genesis 2:7). “For dust you are and to dust you will return” (Genesis 3:19).


Sometimes life itself seems grimy. It can be depressing to see all these people made of dust creating an atmosphere of figurative filth. Human beings lie, cheat, and steal. They selfishly take advantage of others. They pollute the world in every sense of the term. And too often, in our own moral and spiritual weakness, we contribute to that atmosphere ourselves.


An escape to the stars is very appealing. And very possible.


God “knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust,” says Psalm 103:14. But the same psalm says He still loves us: “From everlasting to everlasting, the LORD’s love is with those who fear him” (Psalm 103:17). Two verses further on, we see that “the LORD has established his throne in heaven” (Psalm 103:19). And through Jesus, God welcomes all of us to join Him there.


Tatooine was dusty and disreputable, a lot like we can be. But Tatooine was also a home to heroes, a place of relationships that changed lives . . . and an entire galaxy.


God sees that potential in each of us, too. As we obey Him and “work out” our salvation “with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12), we can become “blameless and pure, ‘children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.’” And then we will “shine among them like stars in the sky” (Philippians 2:15).




Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.


Daniel 12:3








DAY 2


TIGHT SPOTS


“Into the garbage chute, flyboy!”


Princess Leia, Star Wars: A New Hope


THE DEATH STAR trash compactor scene of Episode IV is a metaphor for life. Sometimes, in a world that’s scary and dangerous enough by itself, you find that you’re in a really tight spot. And, frankly, it stinks.


This sequence is one of many highlights of the original trilogy, featuring some of the series’ most memorable lines. “Aren’t you a little short for a stormtrooper?” Leia asks Luke as he bursts into cell 2187. Soon, trapped in the detention block hallway, she and Han Solo begin the insulting banter that will characterize their budding relationship:


“Looks like you managed to cut off our only escape route.”


“Maybe you’d like it back in your cell, Your Highness.”


“This is some rescue. You came in here, and you didn’t have a plan for getting out?”


With the entire Death Star on alert and stormtroopers closing in, Leia takes charge of her own rescue. She grabs Luke’s blaster to blow a hole where the wall and floor come together. The explosion jerks Han’s attention away from the oncoming enemy, and he angrily demands to know what Leia is doing.


“Somebody has to save our skins,” she yells back. “Into the garbage chute, flyboy!”


The princess jumps in first, followed by a reluctant Chewbacca. “Get in there, you big furry oaf,” Han barks. “I don’t care what you smell!” But once in the compactor himself, Han’s attitude changes. “What an incredible smell you’ve discovered,” he grumbles to Leia.


Of course, even the most casual fan knows what follows: The heroes find they can’t blast their way out of the sealed chamber, and almost kill themselves with ricochets . . . they realize they’re not alone in the pit, as a strange creature grabs Luke and pulls him under the filthy water . . . and, after Luke resurfaces, they hear an ominous sound that indicates the walls are beginning to move. Only the intervention of the droids, shutting down “all the garbage mashers on the detention level,” saves the day.


Three Bible characters, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, once found themselves in a similar situation. If you’ve ever been to Sunday school, you probably know them better as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. As young Jewish nobles exiled in Babylon, they lived in a scary, dangerous world—a nation that had destroyed their homeland and now demanded they worship King Nebuchadnezzar’s enormous golden idol.


They chose to rebel. For standing alone when all others bowed, they found themselves in a really tight spot—actually, a hot spot. On their way to the “fiery furnace,” perhaps an ore smelter or brick kiln, they uttered some memorable lines: “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up” (Daniel 3:17–18).


God saved the day for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. But, as He often does, He delivered them through, not from, the flames. Jesus Himself had hoped to avoid the pain of the cross (Luke 22:39–42), but “for the joy set before him he endured” (Hebrews 12:2). James, thought by many to be Jesus’ half brother, wrote that that’s the way we should all view hardship: “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:2–4).


Tight spots aren’t fun. Sometimes, they stink. But God has reasons for them, and He’ll always be right there with us.




When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. . . . When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned.


Isaiah 43:2








DAY 3


MASTER AND APPRENTICE


“Always two there are . . . 
a master and an apprentice.”


Yoda, The Phantom Menace


THE PRESIDENT has a vice president, the lead has an understudy, the starting pitcher has a reliever. And both Jedi and Sith masters have an apprentice.


It’s all a kind of succession plan, except presidents, leads, starters, and Jedi don’t typically kill their successors. With the Sith, you just never know.


On the dark side of the Force, apprenticeship is a double-edged sword—or lightsaber, as the case may be. The Sith master trains his pupil to draw raw power from hatred and aggression. But hatred, aggression, and raw power don’t leave much room for loyalty, so this master-apprentice bond is tenuous at best.
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