





[image: An illustration of Pugicorn, a pug with tan-coloured fur, a rainbow-coloured curly tail and a rainbow-coloured horn on his head, and he’s wearing pink wellies and a pink and white woolly scarf. He is scampering cheerfully beside a waddling penguin whose tummy is patterned with snowflakes. The penguin has fluffy purple feathers on its back and flippers. They are set over a blue background dotted with purple and white stars.]
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Description

Map of Fairyland, showing the town of Twinkleton-Under-Beanstalk and its surroundings. To the far north-east are The Crystal Mountains, with their snowy peaks peeping through the clouds. To the far north Dragon Vale shows a friendly-looking dragon sleeping peacefully in his cave. Just north of Twinkleton is the Enchanted Forest, and dotted here and there are Sparkle Castle, Twinkle Castle and Princess Palace, and they all have fairytale turrets. Fable Fort, to the far west, sits beside Rainbow Lake, with its sparkling waters. In the north-west, there is a shimmering sea with a pirate ship sailing towards its shores. To the south-west lies Lighthouse Lagoon, which features a lighthouse and a smiling whale swimming in the lagoon, and far west is Coral Cove with its sandy beach and lush palm trees. To the east of Twinkleton-Under-Beanstalk are the Galloping Gala Fields, which feature tents and a tower, and the Fairy Toadstool Village, which is full of toadstool mushrooms and flowers. A teapot and two teacups are perched on top of one of the toadstool mushrooms.











[image: Pugicorn, wearing wellies and a woolly scarf, scampers cheerfully beside a waddling penguin whose tummy is patterned with snowflakes.]


Chapter One


Princess Ava peered out of the front window of The Magic Pet Shop. A queue of eager customers had already started to form outside. Winter was a busy time of year as everyone wanted to find the perfect Christmas present for their pets!


[image: Ava reaches up, holding a long paper chain in her hands. Beside her, Pugicorn has just dropped one end of it from his mouth, leaving a small piece on the floor.]


Inside, the shop was all warm and cosy with the soft glow of the fire in the fireplace and decorations sparkling all around.


Pugicorn, Ava’s magical pet, gave a small bark at her feet. 


“Thank you, Pugicorn!” Ava said as she took a long strand of colourful paper chains from his mouth. 


She reached up on tiptoe and hung the long paper chain from one end of the shelves to the other. 


“It all looks so wonderful!” Ava sighed as she stepped back to admire the shop.


“I can’t believe it’s almost Christmas!” Prince Finn said. “I love this time of year.”


Pugicorn barked in agreement and Ava laughed.


Goldie – Prince Finn’s pet glitterbird – flew over their heads carrying a long golden paper chain in her beak. She stuck it to one corner of the ceiling and then disappeared in a puff of glitter, reappearing in the opposite corner to secure the other end. Then she squawked and landed on Finn’s shoulder.


The bell over the front door jingled as it opened. A blast of icy air filled the shop and Ava shivered. 


Mrs Paws, the owner of The Magic Pet Shop, quickly rushed inside and closed the door. 


“Oh!” she gasped as she noticed all the decorations. “This looks so lovely!”


Ava poured Mrs Paws a cup of tea to warm her up. 


“What’s that?” Ava asked. “A new animal?”


Mrs Paws was holding something wrapped in a blanket close to her chest. She carefully pulled back a corner of the blanket to reveal …


“A baby dragon!” Finn cried.


Ava stroked the dragon’s head. “He’s so tiny!” she said.


“He’s a dinky-dragon,” Mrs Paws said as she carefully handed Finn the dragon and took a few quick gulps of her tea. “I’m dragon-sitting for a friend for a few days.” She peered out of the window. “We’d better open up for the day. It’s getting busy out there!”


[image: A small dragon, with a checked blanket wrapped around his shoulders, smiling sweetly.]


Ava happily turned the sign on the door to OPEN, greeting the customers as they stepped into the shop. She and Prince Finn had been helping Mrs Paws at the pet shop for a while now, but she still couldn’t believe she got to help with the animals – it was so much fun! 


Pugicorn gave everyone a welcoming woof and wagged his tail excitedly. He loved working in the shop just as much as Ava did.


The Magic Pet Shop was soon filled with customers. Some were there for supplies, but most of them were looking for presents. Ava had been making a list of gift ideas for Pugicorn, but so far none of them were quite right. 


Mrs Paws and Finn helped the customers, while Ava stepped behind the counter, taking orders and gift-wrapping the presents that they had bought. Ava had never seen the shop so busy!


The shop bell jingled again as more customers came in. Ava glanced up to see her friends Princess Kiara and her younger sister, Princess Luma. The sisters were wearing matching hats with big glittery bobbles on the top, and colourful knitted scarves. 


Pugicorn barked happily when he saw them. Ava quickly pulled out her Christmas list and wrote down scarf underneath Pugicorn’s name. Princess Kiara and Princess Luma went to look round the shop.


“Ava!” Princess Kiara said as she brought a pair of bright yellow sunglasses to the till. “Aren’t these just the most amazing present for someone?”


She gestured to her sunleopard, Suvi, who was lying in front of the fire as though she were sunbathing. Princess Ava smiled at the sight. Suvi was so pretty! She was covered in beautiful orange, red and golden spots that reminded Ava of a sunset. 


“Someone will love them!” Ava replied with a wink, then wrapped them up in the brightest tissue paper she could find. 


Kiara’s sister, Luma, appeared next to her.


[image: Ava stands behind the shop counter as Kiara brings the sunglasses to the till. Nearby, Luma is stroking Suvi the sunleopard, who has a dreamy expression on her face.]


“Did you remind them?” Luma asked her sister. “Don’t forget that it’s our—”


“Big Christmas party TONIGHT!” Kiara cut in before Luma could finish. “I hope you’ll be there, Finn!” she said as Finn brought more packages over to be wrapped.


“It’s going to be the best Winter Wonderland party EVER!” Kiara continued. “The whole palace has been decorated and we’ve spent days baking cookies and cupcakes and all kinds of yummy treats! You have to come!”


Ava laughed. “Sounds amazing! We wouldn’t miss it, would we, Finn?”


Finn nodded. “I’ll never say no to a cupcake!”


Princess Luma giggled. 


The door opened, and a cold gust of air filled the shop again.


“Brrr!” Kiara said, shuddering. “I hate the cold weather. I much prefer the summertime.”


“I quite like—” Princess Luma began.


“Yep, summer’s the best,” Kiara continued. 


Luma opened her mouth to answer, then closed it again. Kiara began talking to Finn about Suvi’s sunglasses while he wrapped gifts.


Ava smiled kindly at Luma. “I don’t mind the cold. Christmastime is my most favourite time of year,” she said. 


Pugicorn nudged Luma’s leg and she smiled, rubbing Pugicorn under the chin. 


Pugicorn’s tail wagged happily. 


“Pugicorn is so silly!” Luma said. She glanced over at her sister, who was now admiring Goldie’s feathers. “I’m going to be old enough to get my very own magical pet soon. Maybe I could have a pupicorn?”
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