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This one is for all the bullied geeks and nerds out there like me.


We tried so hard to be fit in and escape notice, but now we’re on top of the world.


We made it.
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The Introductory Equation


SUBJECT





Observable Roles of The Big Bang Theory on Multiple Variables in the Zeitgeist


Bryan Young, Master of Science in Geek Studies


Salt Lake City Institute of Nerdery


The cultural zeitgeist has been affected indelibly by the television show The Big Bang Theory.1 It injected nerd culture into the mainstream, bringing it into more than 20 million homes every week during its run. Not only did it bring nerds into the homes of those with little exposure to geek lifestyles, it brought the outsiders of super-intelligence in as well. The jokes and references became standard the world over, and now the geeks rule the pop culture landscape.


Introduction


In the 1980s and 1990s, things for kids into geeky things were in a dark, dense state. In a world dominated by the mainstream, they were relegated to being bullied and shunned for liking the things they liked. Comic books and their conventions.2 Roleplaying games.3 Board games.4 Computers.5 Video games and their consoles.6 Reading far too many books.7 To say one was into Star Wars or Batman on the playground was likely to make one a pariah. These were the years when the characters of The Big Bang Theory grew up and then later shaped the world around them. Sheldon, Leonard, Howard, and Raj grew up in that landscape where being invested in things and able to hang on to childlike wonder were seen as liabilities. Then about fifteen years ago the expansions of minds began and the culture included more and more of our geek interests.


Thanks to the popularization of the world of geeks (in part through the efforts of The Big Bang Theory) kids today have a lot less to worry about when it comes to bullying and being made fun of. Though bullying might not be reduced on a per instance average, being a nerd fast became less and less of a reason to be bullied.
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Figure 1 Season 1 DVD cover


Watching the exploits of Sheldon, Leonard and the gang head to the comic book store and play roleplaying games with the likes of Wil Wheaton made such activities become more popular than they’ve ever been.8 Their attempts to get tickets to San Diego Comic-Con are a nightmare many have lived through, and the actors behind the characters appeared at the show as well, nerds like all of us.9


More than anything, they made being smart cool in the minds of so many people who hadn’t considered the burden of being one of the four-eyed poindexters in school. The Big Bang Theory made the smart kids the stars and made it easier for the book worm to exist and the kid with an inordinately large vocabulary to fit in and the little girl who wanted to be a scientist feel like it was possible. It made superstars out of people known for being brilliant, making scientists into gods. Neil de Grasse Tyson.10 Bill Nye the Science Guy.11 George Smoot.12 Frances H. Arnold.13 Kip Thorne.14 Richard Feynman.15 And many more.
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Figure 2 Season 4 cast


The culture has changed in favor of the geeks thanks to factors like The Big Bang Theory. Comic book movies dominate the box office. Star Wars movies and television shows come out with regularity. Roleplaying games are mainstream. You can buy fun, complex board games and RPGs at any local department store. And The Big Bang Theory added to the pop culture as well,16 adding to the vocabulary of geekiness and the acceptability of being a nerd.


This book intends to document the spirit of the characters that audiences fell in love with,17 track the absurdities of their nerdery,18 catalogue the minutiae of trivia that any devoted fan would want, and celebrate the show for the achievement it was. I hope it brings a smile and, perhaps, a tear.19


The geek inherited the cultural zeitgeist.


And one could argue that it all started with a Big Bang…20


Footnotes


1. Running for 279 episodes from September 24, 2007 through May 16, 2019 on CBS, making it the longest running and most popular multi-camera television program of all time.


2. Most notably, San Diego Comic-Con, held annually since 1970


3. Although Dungeons & Dragons might be the most popular, there are hundreds of roleplaying games to choose from.


4. Everything ranging from Settlers of Catan (The Speckerman Recurrance) to Campaign for North Africa: The Desert War 1940-43 (The Neonatal Nomenclature).


5. How many kids in the ‘80s died of dysentery on an Apple II at lunch, getting in extra time on the library computer?


6. Just like all of the vintage consoles Sheldon had stolen from his apartment during the break in “The Bozeman Reaction” (see here)


7. You don’t accumulate as much knowledge as Leonard or Sheldon without spending significant time reading books


8. In 2017 sales figures, publisher Wizards of the Coast reported that Dungeons & Dragons had an estimated 12-15 million players, the most in the game’s history, just six years after the guys first played on the show in “The Wiggly Finger Catalyst.”


9. In 2013, Johnny Galecki, the actor behind Leonard Hofstadter, appeared in costume as Bouush (Princess Leia’s disguise to rescue Han from Jabba’s palace) at San Diego Comic-Con, crashing a Big Bang Theory panel. Coincidentally, the costume he wore was borrowed from the author’s Full of Sith podcast then-co-host Consetta Parker. It was the costume she got married in.


10. (The Apology Insufficiency)


11. (The Proton Displacement)


12. (The Terminator Decoupling)


13. (The Laureate Accumulation)


14. Ibid.


15. (The Zazzy Substitution)


16. Bazinga!


17. … and Stuart.


18. … which was, indeed, absurd.


19. With apologies to Charlie Chaplin.


20. With my sincerest apologies to The Barenaked Ladies
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The Dramatis Personae Cohort



SUBJECT


Life on THE BIG BANG THEORY revolved around the colorful cast of characters that populate the world. At the center are the original tenants of Apartment 4A, Dr. Sheldon Cooper and Dr. Leonard Hofstadter.





THE NUCLEUS
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Dr. Leonard Hofstadter


EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICIST


The shy and incredibly flappable Dr. Leonard Hofstadter is an experimental physicist at Caltech. He’s madly in love with Penny, whether or not they can be together, and is the peacemaker among his friends.


Interesting facts: Is lactose intolerant, plays the cello, once posed as an employee at the Apple Genius Bar to pick up women and was subsequently sent to the little jail at the mall.
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Dr. Sheldon Cooper


THEORETICAL PHYSICIST


The neurotic but lovable Dr. Sheldon Cooper is a senior theoretical physicist at Caltech, focusing on string theory. Leonard Hofstadter is his best friend and roommate.


Interesting facts: Loves trains, learned to swim via the internet, once led an aggressive letter-writing campaign to get several movie theaters to add Icee machines to their concession stands.
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Penny Hofstadter


PHARMACEUTICAL SALES REP (former Cheesecake Factory server)


The classic “girl next door,” Penny Hofstadter was born on a farm near Omaha, Nebraska, and moved to California to be an actress. Her on-again, off-again relationship with Leonard was a result of her belief that she wasn’t ready for the commitment, but eventually they married.


Interesting facts: Has a tattoo of Cookie Monster, wants to be an actress, has so many points on her license that she has to get her car insurance from an outfit in the Caymans.



SECOND CIRCLE







[image: image]







Dr. Amy Farrah Fowler


NEUROBIOLOGIST


Hailing from Glendale, California, Dr. Amy Farrah Fowler is a successful neurobiologist who got her doctorate degree at Harvard University. She went to work at Caltech and found her way into the friend group by matching with Sheldon on a dating website.


Interesting facts: Loves Neil Diamond, her gynecologist says she often overstays her welcome, at the age of fourteen, she severed the webbing between her own toes using nothing but nitrous oxide from cans of whipped cream as anesthesia.
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Howard Wolowitz


ASTRONAUT AND ENGINEER


The model of a good Jewish son, Howard Wolowitz loves his mother a little too much. He studied engineering at MIT and studied hairstyles from the Beatles, circa 1960. His work as an engineer allowed him to visit the International Space Station in 2012.


Interesting facts: Loves Neil Diamond, is known by the nickname “Froot Loops” to his fellow astronauts, has a belt buckle collection numbering in the hundreds.
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Dr. Rajesh Koothrappali


ASTROPHYSICIST


Born into an incredibly wealthy family in India, Dr. Rajesh Koothrappali is an astrophysicist who has very little luck with women—when he can even speak to them. According to a psychiatrist, he has an ersatz same-sex marriage with Howard to fulfill his need for intimacy.


Interesting facts: Calls his apartment the “Raj Majal,” finds cows both sacred and delicious, once paid a kid on eBay $25 for a handcrafted wand from Harry Potter and received nothing but an ordinary stick in return.
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Dr. Bernadette Rostenkowski-Wolowitz


MICROBIOLOGIST


The diminutive but feisty Dr. Bernadette Rostenkowski-Wolowitz put herself through school to get her PhD by waitressing at the Cheesecake Factory. She fell in love with Howard Wolowitz and had two children with him, all while maintaining a successful career.


Interesting facts: Competed in the Miss California Quiznos 1999 pageant, owns a parabolic microphone for eavesdropping, can no longer watch movies with melting faces after she accidentally dropped a vial of flesh-eating bacteria into a rhesus monkey lab.



SUPPORTING CAST



Stuart Bloom


ARTIST AND OWNER, THE COMIC CENTER OF PASADENA


Stuart is the owner of the Comic Center of Pasadena, the comic book store frequented by the entire gang. When the comic book store suffers a fire, Howard is able to hire Stuart to take care of his ailing mother as a live-in nurse and, with few exceptions, he really doesn’t leave the Wolowitz house again.


Interesting facts: Gets 45 percent off comic books, has impeccable handwriting, once had a gnawing feeling in his stomach that turned out to be a tapeworm.


Priya Koothrappali


LAWYER


The younger sister of Raj Koothrappali, Priya is an accomplished lawyer and acts as an attorney for one of the largest automobile manufacturers in India. Despite her brilliance and attractiveness, she insists on maintaining a romantic relationship with Leonard for almost a year.


Interesting facts: Doesn’t particularly like trains, can practice law in three different countries, once tore Sheldon’s roommate agreement with Leonard to legal shreds.


Wil Wheaton


ACTOR AND GAMER


Wil Wheaton, the famous actor from Stand By Me (1986) who played Wesley Crusher on Star Trek: The Next Generation (1987), circles in the orbit of Sheldon and his friends. He’s buddies with Stuart and is unscrupulous enough to lie to win at a card game.


Interesting facts: Hates auditioning, uses his celebrity to get special treatment, hosts a celebrity game of Dungeons & Dragons.


Denise


ASSISTANT MANAGER, THE COMIC CENTER OF PASADENA


After Neil Gaiman tweeted about the Comic Center, its popularity skyrocketed and Denise was hired as an assistant manager to keep up with demand. She quickly ingrained herself in the lives of the group and eventually began dating Stuart.


Interesting facts: Is an accomplished Fortnite player, has an uncanny ability to recommend comics to Sheldon, only decided to date Stuart in the first place based on the notion that she might get to meet Star Wars actor Mark Hamill.


Mary Cooper


WOMAN OF GOD


A devout born-again Christian hailing from East Texas, Mary Cooper couldn’t be more different from her atheist-scientist son, Sheldon. She invokes the Lord’s name and wisdom as often as she can and loves her son deeply despite their differences.


Interesting facts: Has a mild addiction to Dr Pepper, used to secretly be a smoker, likes cooking Italian food because “that’s what the Romans made Jesus eat.”


Dr. Beverly Hofstadter


NEUROSCIENTIST, PSYCHIATRIST, AND AUTHOR


One would assume that the author of a nonfiction book titled The Disappointing Child would be an ice-queen of a mother, and one would be right. Dr. Beverly Hofstadter is Leonard’s mother, and made his entire childhood a miserable research experiment for her own gains.


Interesting facts: Is divorced, is polyamorous, only had sex with Leonard’s father, Alfred, for the purpose of reproduction (and she wrote a paper on the topic).


Dr. Bert Kibbler


GEOLOGIST AND MACARTHUR GENIUS GRANT RECIPIENT


The lumbering, soft-spoken, and eternally lonely Dr. Bert Kibbler is a geologist working at Caltech. Dr. Sheldon Cooper has an aversion to geologists, but even he was forced to admit that Bert’s work in the field was remarkable.


Interesting facts: Is known as a gentle giant, frequently makes rock puns, once appeared in Leonard’s nightmares.


Dr. Arthur Jeffries


PROFESSOR PROTON


As a children’s science show host, Dr. Arthur Jeffries was never taken seriously as a scientist, so the last years of his life were spent entertaining kids at birthday parties instead of working on research. He befriended Sheldon and Leonard, who idolized him before he passed away in 2014.


Interesting facts: His wife left him for the puppeteer on his show, sued Bill Nye the Science Guy for stealing his act, appears in Sheldon’s dreams as a Force ghost in Obi-Wan Kenobi’s robes.


Dr. Leslie Winkle


EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICIST


Dr. Leslie Winkle works at Caltech and has no qualms about using or misusing school property or men. Manipulative and cunning, she dangles sex over Howard Wolowitz’s head for a time to control him.


Interesting facts: Plays the violin, refers to Sheldon Cooper as “dumbass,” once flash-froze a banana with liquid nitrogen in her lab to shatter it with a hammer and sprinkle on her cereal.


Debbie Wolowitz


MOTHER


With a hoarse, shrieking voice, Debbie Wolowitz had no bigger priorities than her own bowel movements and the care of her son, Howard. A devoted mother to the end, she didn’t live long enough to see her grandchildren born.


Interesting facts: Would watch Wheel of Fortune with Howard on the Sabbath, she would cut Howard’s meat for him (but only when it was fatty), accompanied her son to astronaut training to take care of him.


Zack Johnson


VICE PRESIDENT OF HIS FATHER’S MENU DESIGNING COMPANY


Penny’s on-again, off-again boyfriend before she married Leonard, Zack was the dopiest nice guy anyone had ever met. He ended up getting married, selling his father’s company, and retiring to live on a yacht.


Interesting facts: Dressed as Superman to help the guys win a costume contest, barely comprehends his native tongue, wanted Leonard to be the father of his children.


Dr. Barry Kripke


THEORETICAL PHYSICIST


Barry Kripke is the Elmer Fudd to Sheldon Cooper’s Bugs Bunny, engaging in more than a decade of rivalry with the Nobel prize–winning physicist.


Interesting facts: Builds killer robots, hasn’t watched a single episode of Star Trek since he discovered that the strip club near his house has a free buffet.


Dr. Emily Sweeney


DERMATOLOGIST


A resident at Huntington Hospital, Dr. Emily Sweeney has a dark sense of humor and a taste for the macabre, making her an unlikely match as Raj’s longtime girlfriend.


Interesting facts: Has a tattoo of Sally from The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993), likes cutting people with knives, was a nanny for a few years, qualifying her to change Raj’s diapers.


Dr. Stephen Hawking


THEORETICAL PHYSICIST


Legendary theoretical physicist Dr. Stephen Hawking is a friend of Sheldon’s and finds his work fascinating. At times, he’s worked closely with Howard on his wheelchair, and he also picked Leonard for a scientific mission to the North Sea.


Interesting facts: A ridiculous prankster, hates losing, once asked what Sheldon Cooper and a black hole have in common (Answer: They both suck).

















The Locus Localization



SUBJECT


The world of THE BIG BANG THEORY encompasses several regular hangouts where the group of friends congregates.
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A Brief History of Sheldon Cooper
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Sheldon Cooper


The Nobel Prize in Physics, 2019


Born: February 26, 1980, Galveston, Texas


Affiliation at the time of the award: The California Institute of Technology


Prize Motivation: “For the discovery of super-asymmetry as a provable model for quantum string theory”


Prize share: 1/2, alongside Dr. Amy Farrah Fowler


Work:


Where supersymmetry is a proposed type of space-time symmetry, super-asymmetry as developed by Drs. Cooper and Fowler posits that the world is asymmetrical and full of symmetry, clearly dependent on observer position. They rebuilt string theory, taking super-asymmetry into account from the beginning of their equations.


Biography:


Born in an East Texas Kmart in 1980, Sheldon Cooper was brought up in a conservative and deeply religious family. His mother, Mary Cooper, worked for her local church, and his father, George Cooper Sr., worked as a football coach. Many would argue that his parents weren’t equipped to deal with a child as intelligent as Sheldon, but they made every sacrifice to ensure the young prodigy had the tools he needed to succeed with his intellect.


As a child, he set out to complete many experiments that often landed him, or his family, in trouble. These ranged in absurdity from an attempt to create a pet griffin using techniques involving recombinant DNA, which failed because his parents refused to acquire the required eagle eggs and lion semen, to the time he tried to build his own CAT scanner, sending him to the hospital with radiation burns.


Despite setbacks like these, Sheldon first set foot in the halls of higher education at the age of 11 and received his first doctor of philosophy degree (PhD) at the age of 16. His extreme intelligence manifesting at such a young age, combined with an eidetic memory that enabled him to remember every moment of his life since his mother stopped breastfeeding him one drizzly Tuesday meant Sheldon always had a hard time fitting in with those around him.


Consistently the youngest and smallest in every class he attended as a child, he was constantly bullied. At the age of 5, class bully Billy Sparks shoved a Mexican peso up Sheldon’s nose, causing problems with airport security to this day. At the age of 8, he attempted to fight back against the bullies using a Vulcan neck pinch. The bully in question retaliated by breaking the young genius’s collarbone. According to Sheldon’s own recollections, he spent much of the 5th grade with his head in a toilet. Many of his childhood inventions were conceived to fend off his bullies. A death ray he designed didn’t slow them down, but it did annoy dogs.


That didn’t stop him from trying to better his community, though. At the age of 13, he tried building a nuclear reactor to power his hometown, but that plan was stopped after the government informed him that it was illegal for him to obtain and store yellowcake uranium.


After his schooling was complete, Sheldon decided to go into the field of theoretical physics and landed a job at the California Institute of Technology. His early work there centered on bosonic string theory, but he eventually changed his focus to heterotic string theory. It was always his goal to win a Nobel Prize in Physics, and many early hypotheses and experiments took him in that direction. One notable grant he received was from the National Science Foundation to detect slow monopoles at the magnetic North Pole. He led an expedition there, accompanied by experimental physicist Dr. Leonard Hofstadter, astrophysicist Dr. Rajesh Koothrappali, and MIT-trained engineer Howard Wolowitz. Though their findings were inconclusive, they did get to spend months in the freezing cold.


Though his physics experiments were sound, some of his social experiments bordered on unethical. Once, he engaged his then-roommate, the above-mentioned Dr. Hofstadter, as a test subject to discover at what point food starts tasting “mothy,” spending months grinding moths into his subject’s food.


Another hypothetical road he took was the alleged discovery of a method for synthesizing a new stable super-heavy element. Though it landed him on NPR’s Science Friday and on the cover of Physics Today, his hypothesis was eventually disproven. He made strides with his work alongside Dr. Hofstadter as they postulated an idea where space should actually be calculated as a super-fluid.


His fame, though, came through his longtime partnership with neuroscientist Dr. Amy Farrah Fowler. As they dated, the pair combined their fields and developed a hypothesis of string theory using super-asymmetry. Though they faced numerous setbacks in their research, their wedding proved to be the breakthrough they needed. Writing in lipstick on the mirror of the bridal suite, Drs. Cooper and Fowler hashed out the equations that made the paper publishable. They expected it to take years to prove, but two scientists out of the Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory in Illinois accidentally proved the paper correct, putting the theory of super-asymmetry on the fast track to the Nobel committee.


Together, Cooper and Fowler became the 2019 Nobel laureates in the field of physics, accepting the award in Sweden under the watchful eyes of their closest friends, including the three who accompanied him to the ends of the Earth for his failed research there. In his speech, Cooper thanked those friends for their help in his work that had gone unacknowledged for far too long.


Anyone who knows him would admit that Sheldon Cooper is a difficult man, but at the same time one who inspires a fierce loyalty. Hofstadter, whom Cooper considers his best friend, would describe the brilliant scientist as “judgmental, sanctimonious, obnoxious,” but would (and has) defended him vociferously in all aspects of his life. Fowler, his wife, might be the most patient person in his life, waiting years to cultivate their intimacy, first emotionally, then physically. Even she would admit his difficulty, but underneath it all, she sees him for the brilliant, kind-hearted man he truly is.

















Sheldon‘s Pictorial Record



SUBJECT


Dr. Sheldon Cooper is the sort of man who stands out in a crowd. Constantly wearing a pair of shirts and the twinkle of superiority, he’s created a fashion that belongs entirely unto himself.
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“For the record, I do have genitals. They are functional and aesthetically pleasing.” (The Skank Reflex Analysis)




















Sheldon‘s Timeline



SUBJECT


For a complete timeline of Sheldon’s relationship with Dr. Amy Farrah Fowler, see here.
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The Educational Assortment



SUBJECT


Dr. Sheldon Cooper is, perhaps, the most learned man among his friend group and has an assortment of degrees and honors.
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The Publication Paradigm



SUBJECT


Over the years, Dr. Sheldon Cooper has racked up an impressive number of published papers in peer-reviewed journals the world over. He’s also tinkered with ideas across space and time. Here is just a sampling of his work, his successes, his failures, and the journeys along the way.





Wrote a paper at age five called “A Proof that Alge-braic Topology Can Never Have a Non-Self-Contradictory Set of Abelian Groups.”


(THE HIGGS BOSON OBSERVATION)


Wrote another paper at age five called “A Rederi-vation of Maxwell’s Equations Regarding Electro-magnetism,” but changed the title to “Magnets, What Do They Stick To?” because the more religious folks in town were starting to say Sheldon was a witch.


(THE HIGGS BOSON OBSERVATION)


At 16, Sheldon was too busy to get a driver’s license because he was otherwise engaged in examining perturbative amplitudes in N=4 supersymmetric theories leading to a reexamination of the ultraviolet properties of multi-loop N=8 supergravity using modern twister theory.


(THE EUCLID ALTERNATIVE)




@carynlarrinaga: Dr. Cooper has taken a relatively boring subject and managed to make it completely insufferable. Plus, he looks like a giant insect.


(THE THESPIAN CATALYST)





Published a paper on the properties of super solids, coauthored with Leonard Hofstadter.


(THE COOPER-HOFSTADTER POLARIZATION)


Wrote a paper on grand unification using string-network condensates.


(THE COOPER-NOWITZKI THEOREM)


In a paper, included a footnote that likens mirror-symmetry to The Flash playing tennis with himself.


(THE COOPER-NOWITZKI THEOREM)


Wrote a paper on astrophysical probes of M-theory effects in the early universe. He planned to give this paper to George Smoot.


(THE TERMINATOR DECOUPLING)


Submitted a grant proposal to the National Science Foundation to detect slow monopoles at the magnetic North Pole. He went, but his hypotheses were not proved correct.


(THE MONOPOLAR EXPEDITION)


Wrote a paper on the decay of highly excited massive string states.


(THE ADHESIVE DUCK DEFICIENCY)


Worked feverishly for days without sleep to unravel the mystery of why electrons behave as though they have no mass when traveling through a graphene sheet.


(THE EINSTEIN APPROXIMATION)




@Swankmotron: Kill me now.


(THE THESPIAN CATALYST)





Once did an experiment without the consent of the subject (Leonard) to determine at what point food starts tasting “mothy.” He spent a month grinding moths into Leonard’s food to determine that point.


(THE IRISH PUB FORMULATION)


Worked on time-dependent backgrounds in string theory, specifically quantum field theory in “D-dimensional” de Sitter space.


(THE ENGAGEMENT REACTION)


Unburdened by the need to make trivial decisions thanks to rolling dice, Sheldon published two papers in notable peer-reviewed journals.


(THE WIGGLY FINGER CATALYST)


Sheldon figured out a method for synthesizing a new stable super-heavy element. This got him on the cover of Physics Today. He has a meltdown because he made a mistake in his calculations, even though they still worked out.


(THE ROMANCE RESONANCE)


Sheldon retracted his paper on the method for synthesizing a new stable super-heavy element after Leonard published a paper disproving it.


(THE DISCOVERY DISSIPATION)


Sheldon and Leonard’s paper on space as a super-fluid took them on a road trip to present the paper at Berkeley.


(THE COLONIZATION APPLICATION)


Sheldon and Leonard tried buying helium on the black market in order to conduct their experiment before a Swedish team could scoop them. They weren’t successful in acquiring it from the black market.


(THE HELIUM INSUFFICIENCY)


Wrote a paper on super-singular prime numbers that only took him about an hour and a half while on a date with Amy.
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Reveals that he got his driver’s license two years prior.

Sheldon tries to wear flip-flops for the first time and it all
goes south.

Sheldon auditions for the role of Professor Proton.

Sheldon goes back to work for the military and doesn’t tell
Howard and Leonard.

Sheldon rents his old room from Leonard and Penny in order to
get some work done on string theory.

Angry about the smells from the food truck below his apartment,
Sheldon complains to the tenant association, angering all his
friends, who love the truck’s pastrami sandwiches. But he's the
president of the association and its only member.

Sheldon brings Leonard to Texas to reconcile with his brother,
Georgie.

Sheldon tries to drop Leonard as his best friend because Leonard
takes the side of his old best friend. They all reconcile.

After Amy and Sheldon’s theory seems to be proven wrong,
Sheldon has an existential crisis and reevaluates everything in
his life.

Beverly Hofstadter suggests they give the paper a funeral to help
them mourn, so they give it a Viking funeral in the bathtub.
Sheldon uses his first sports metaphor.

Gets excited to hang out with Halley and Neil Michael because

he found a book about doing science experiments on babies.

During his Nobel acceptance speech, Sheldon honors his friends
instead of giving the self-centered speech he had prepared.
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Sheldon helps Penny build a successful Penny Blossom business.

Locked out of his apartment, Sheldon is forced to sleep at Penny’s
apartment and convinces her to sing “Soft Kitty” for him.

First use of the term “Bazinga!”

While in the North Pole, Sheldon sleeps naked with Howard, Raj,
and Leonard when the heating breaks.

Sheldon resigns from the university and runs away following the
debacle with the falsified data from his North Pole experiments.
He quickly returns.

Sheldon appears on NPR'’s Science Friday with Ira Flatow, but is
foiled by Barry Kripke, who pumps helium into his office during
the interview.

As an experiment, Sheldon tries to teach Penny the basics of
physics. He dubs the project “Operation: Gorilla,” after the work
done teaching Koko the gorilla more than 2,000 words in sign
language.

Sheldon moves briefly to Bozeman, Montana, after apartment 4A
is broken into. He believes it’s safer, but comes back home imme-
diately after having his bags stolen.

Sheldon gets a job at the Cheesecake Factory to activate his
frontal cortex to figure out a physics problem. He modeled this
solution on Albert Einstein’s menial work in a patent office.

Despite not having a driver’s license, Sheldon is thrown in jail
for contempt of court after insulting the judge in a routine traf-
fic court. This causes him to miss Stan Lee’s signing at the comic
book store.

Is blackmailed by Howard and Raj with a hidden dirty sock into
going on a first date with Amy Farrah Fowler.
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First official date with Amy.

In a bid to live long enough to have his consciousness implanted
in a robot, effectively making him immortal, Sheldon builds a
Mobile Virtual Presence Device.

After blowing Howard’s chance of getting a top-secret clearance
from the FBI, Sheldon apologizes by giving Howard his spot on
the couch for a total of g4 seconds.

When the friend group relocates to Raj’s house because Leonard
is dating Priya, Sheldon invites new friends over. This group
includes Barry Kripke, Stuart from the Comic Center, and Penny’s
ex-boyfriend Zack Johnson.

When wandering through the hospital, Sheldon takes a wrong
turn and needs to undergo a two-week quarantine for exposure
to adeadly disease.

Poses as a self-appointed member of the CDC street team in a
vain effort to condemn Penny’s apartment to rid the building of a
new chair she found on the street.

Decides to let a pair of polyhedral Dungeons & Dragons dice
decide all his most trivial decisions to free up brain power.

After Amy starts dating Stuart, an inexplicably jealous Sheldon
asks Penny on a date.

After his regular barber, Mr. D’Onofrio, goes to the hospital,
Sheldon has a crisis when his hair gets too long, but he decides
to embrace the chaos.

Sheldon looks to hire an assistant to go through his early work
to see if he might have done anything that would yield him a
Nobel Prize.

Sheldon wants to leave physics to be an engineer. A train engi-
neer. Not the goofy kind Howard is.
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physics department, but quickly gets his job back.
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The Institute of Experimental Physics asks Sheldon and Leonard
to present their paper on the properties of super solids at the
Topical Conference on Bose-Einstein Condensates, much to
Sheldon’s dismay.

THE COOPER-HOFSTADTER
POLARIZATION

THE PANCAKE BATTER ANOMALY Sheldon catches a cold, a disaster for all his friends.

Refocuses research from bosonic string theory to

THE PORK CHOP INDETERMINACY heterotic string theory.

Attempts to move out of apartment 4A because he can’t stand

THEBADIEISHPARADIG M keeping Penny’s secret about quitting community college.

Is forced to take a driving test to finally get his driver’s license, but

THE EUCLID ALTERNATIVE < 2
fails to acquire one.
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THE COOPER-NOWITZKI
THEOREM

“Dates” postgraduate student Romona Nowitzki.

After receiving Penny’s gift of Leonard Nimoy’s signature and DNA

E BATH I GIFT HYPOTHESIS
QHEEATHLUEA LEEEOTHES! on a Cheesecake Factory napkin, Sheldon hugs Penny.

Sheldon tries to befriend Barry Kripke in order to gain access to

the open science grid computer. /

THE FRIENDSHIP ALGORITHM
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